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WILLIAM HAGUE faces a crisis of 
confidence in his leadership. The 
latest MORI poll for The Times 
shows that more than a half of Tory. 
supporters are dissatisfied with his 
performance, far worse than John 
Major ever experienced at -the low 
point of his premiership. 

To add to Tory frustrations, the 
poll shows that Tony Blair has 
shrugged off the recent, row. over 
Bemie Ecclestone's £1 million dona¬ 
tion to Labour with barely a scratch. 

Despite going through by. far the 
worst few weeks since winning die. 
election. labour's rating has slipped 
[fat only fractionally from its previous 
” record levels, down from. 60 to 56 
per cent in the past month. The. 
Tories are unchanged on their post- * 
election low of 24 per cent, while die 
Liberal Democrats have recovered. 
from 12 to 16 per cent.. • 1. .... 

The poll shows that public trust in 
Mr Blair and labour is unshaken, 
•while Mr Hague has foiled even to 
start rebuilding confidence in the 
Tory party under his leadership.* 
The interviews were undertaken 
last weekemLinuMdiatefy after the 
Tories' poor results in the Winches-, 
ter and Beckenham by-elections and ; 
the row over die departure from the 
party of Beter TempleMorris, 

The depressing news lor- Mr 
Hague in . the poll comes as Mr 
Major warns against any further 

# lurch by the Tories to the • right 
While he was careful not to criticise 
Mr Hague -publicly, Mr Major’s 
comxnents will stimulate, and high¬ 
light the debate about hissucces- 
sot's leadership. • 

As many as 53 per cent of even the 
reduced band of Tory supporters 
;. say they axe dissatisfied with the 
way that MrTJagiw is doing his job 
as CtonsemtiWe trader and just 29 
per cent as satisfied. The net balance 
of minus 24 points compares with 


B How would you vote if 
there was a general \ 
election tomorrow? 


Conservative 
I 24% _ 




.phis four points last month. 

By contrast, Mr Blair has a net 
approval rating of plus 80 points 
among Labour supporters, down’ 
from a peak of plus 85poiiits at the 
end of October. Among the public as 
a whole, Mr Hague’s net approval 
rating is now minus 34 prints, 
compared with plus 50 pointSL for 
Mr Blair. . ..:. I V 

■Mr Hagiie^s < rating is 
loweramong men than women, 
among me middle-aged and rid 
hither than the young and among 
homeowners rather -titan council 
tenants. There is, however, tittle 
difference across social classes. 

A woriymg feature for Mr Hague 
is that Mr Major always, had a 
positive approval rating among 
Tory supporters, often a large one. 
This was true even in 19W and 1995 
when more than two-thirds of the 
public were dissatisfied with his 
performance as Prime Minister. 

Toy. supporters have a for -more 
favourable view of Mr Blair than 
they do of their own leader. They are 
satisfied with his performance as 


Prime Minister by a 45 to 42 per cent 
margin, a net balance of plus three 
points, against minus 24 points for 
Mr Hague. The Tory leader’s rat¬ 
ings are now by far the lowest for 
any party leader among his own 
supporters. 

Mr Hague is suffering from a 
widespread public impression that 
' the Tory party is divided, extreme 
and is ineffectively led. Mr Hague’s 
far-reaching prop os als to stream¬ 
line the Tory organisation have so 
for foiled to make any impact 

In an interview with CNN last 
night Mr Major said: “I think 
there’s a morsel of truth in the fact 
that the Conservative Party has 
become a little too ideological. But 
we aren’t by history and by instinct 
an ideological party. The Conserva¬ 
tive Party is a centre-right party. I 
think that some people did see the 
possibility of making it slightly 1 
more ideological. X don’t believe that 
would work.’*. 

Mr Blair and Labour have suf¬ 
fered little from the Ecdestone 
affair, as. shown both iby voting 
intentions arid by- the relatively 
small drop in its approval ratings. A 
majority of the . public is still 
. satisfied with the way that the 
Government is running the country, 
though there has been a larger rise 
in , dissatisfaction. The Govern¬ 
ment's net approval rating has 
dropped from 33 to 24 points. 

. The gainers are the Liberal Dem¬ 
ocrats who benefited from their 
strong showing at Winchester. 

. □ MORI interviewed a representa¬ 
tive quota sample of IJS79 adults at 
170 sa mpling points across Britain. 
Interviews were conducted face-to- 
face on. Novmeber 21 to 24. Voting 
intention figures exclude those who 
say they would not vote (S per cent,f. 
are undecided (5 per cent), or who 
refused to name a party. 
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Echo of the Sixties: 4,000 students marched through central London yesterday to a Hyde Park rally 
protesting over the cutting of grants and the unposition of university fees. Report page 6 


£10 extra 
fine to 
pay for 
speed 
cameras 

By Arthur Leathley 
and Nicholas Wood 

SPEEDING drivers caught by 
roadside cameras will soon 
have to pay £10 on top of rheir 
fines to meet police costs in 
running the system. 

Ministers are ready to let 
forces add the levy to the fixed 
£40 penalty, so answering 
police complaints that they 
cannot afford ro maintain the 
existing 2000 cameras — and 
that seven in eight are out of 
use. To economise, some 
forces have removed film or 
raised the “trigger" speed to 
catch only the worst offenders. 

The levy would cover the 
£30.000 needed to buy and 
install a camera and its 
ES.OOO-a-year maintenance, 
£10 giving forces an estimated 
£2 million annual income. 

A camera in a busy urban 
area is estimated to trigger 
about 500 fixed penalties a 
year, so E10 would generate 
about £5.000 Towards costs. 
However, senior officers 
believe the number of fines 
would increase markedly with 
better camera maintenance. 

Ministers are adamant that 
any levy must be used for 
financing cameras, and not be 
seen as extra force funds. 

The Treasury has previous¬ 
ly resisted calls by the Associ¬ 
ation of Chief Police Officers to 
allow police to retain £8 mil¬ 
lion of fines, claiming that it 
would set a dangerous 
precedent within Government 
for fines to be used for specific 
causes. The addition of a levy 
would protect the Treasury 
from other departmental de¬ 
mands to retain fines. 

Traditionally, fines for of¬ 
fences that can be heard in 
court are paid into central 
government coffers. However. 
local authorities are now 
allowed to keep revenue from 
fixed-penalty parking tickets. 

The cameras also catch 
drivers who jump lights, block 
box junctions or make illegal 
U-turns. 


Spencer fortune 
‘tied to estate* 

—-.tV^ Lawyers for Earl Spencer 
* .- ; ;u 1 pleaded poverty on his behalf 
Iv Li-r. '-as he fought his. estranged 
I ■ wife’s daim for a £3.75 nuLtion 

.' w - ’■ divorce settlement in a Cape 
"7* 'Town coart 
■ ' .k The Earl's family fortune is 
estimated at £100 million, but 
-7 his counsel argued that all tbe 
' „ money was tied up .in his 
ancestral home-——Page 3 

v Aids toll rises 

. , Evety day about 16,000 new 
^ victims are infected with HIV, 
- the Aids virus, and by the turn 

V of the century about 40 million . 
’ f • people twH cany it, the UN 
. $ savs__Pace 13. 
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Anti-hunting Bill backed 
by two out of three voters 


[ 1 ■. By Peter Riddell-- 

MORE thantwp-thndsof the 
public back foe Bill to ban 
hunting witii dogs, which will 
l be debated Ity tife Cfommons 
tomorrow, according to a 
MORI poll for The Times .. 

.The private member’s Bill, 
sponsored by Michael Foster, 
the Labour MP for Worcester, 
■will receive a big majority at 
its ; second reading, hut , is 
highly unlikely to become law 
in the current session of par- 
. liaxnent.because of procedural 
obstacles. 

'Diree-fifths of the public 
. believes that the Government 
. should make extra time avail¬ 
able to enable the Bill tp go 
' through, something it is reluc- 
- tarrt to do. However^ the poll's 
finding will add 4o - the pres- 
’ sure on the Government to 
make dear that it wifi back an 
■ anti-hunting move later- ■' 

. There were growing indica¬ 
tions fast night that it will 
allow an' amendment to out¬ 
law hunting during the pas- 


_ sage of a criminal justice Bill 
~ during the next session. 

.. The keenest Fbster Bill sup¬ 
porters will use the MORI poll 
to-'make a last appeal to the 
Government to help it 
through. Half the Tory sup-, 
porters believed that more 
time should not be given. 

The poll shows mat the Bill 







*He would have lived 
but he slowed down to 
answer questions for 
the MORI poll" 


is backed by four-fifths of 
Labour supporters, two-thirds 
of Liberal Democrats and 
nearly a half of Tories. Sup¬ 
port is highest in London, the 
north-west, Yorkshire and 
Scotland and lowest in the 
East Midlands. 

There is, however, a gender 
gap: three-quarters of women 
bade the Bill but only two- 
thirds of men. Support is 
Highest among young people, 
falling from 73 per cent among 
I84o-24 year olds to 62 per cent 
among those aged over 55. 

Country sports supporters 
and anti-hunt campaigners 
are both to ■ begin 24-hour 
vigils in Westminster this 
afternoon. Hundreds wifi 
camp on- the steps of the 
Queen : Elizabeth IL Confer¬ 
ence Centre as representatives 
of those who daim that their 
jots, lifestyle or. liberty are 
threatened by the Bill. 

□ MORI interviewed 1JB73 
between November 21 and 24. 

Minister's hint page 7 


Conservatives give 
Bell anti-sleaze job 

By Andrew Pierct political correspondent 


MARTIN BELL, the war corr¬ 
espondent turned MP. yester¬ 
day won a place on the House 
of Commons anti-sleaze com¬ 
mittee after securing a sur¬ 
prise nomination from the 
Conservatives. 

Mr Bell abandoned his BBC 
career to stand against Neil 
Hamilton in Tation at the 
general election, ensuring that 
the first half of the campaign 
was dominated by sleaze. 

Bui the Toiy Party high 
command under Mr Hague, 
haying publidy disowned Mr 
Hannhon. is in a forgiving 
mood and yesterday nominat¬ 
ed Mr Bell to join the Com¬ 
mons Standards and Privil¬ 
eges Committee. 

Mr Belt will take the place 
of Ann Wickfecombe, the for¬ 
mer Prisons Minister, who 
resigned last week in protest 
at the committee’s refusal to 
cross-examine Mr Hamilton 
and Mohamed Al Fayed, his 
principal accuser, in the cash- 
far- questions affair. 


The MP for Tafton had 
raised with Ann Taylor, the 
Leader of the Commons, the 
prospect of joining the com¬ 
mittee but the discussions 
reached no conclusions. The 
Tory leadership exploded 
Labour's delay in deciding 
whether Mr Bril could join the 
committee to name him as 
their candidate. 

A Tory spokesman said: 
“Our feeling in appointing Mr 
Bell is that the committee 
would benefit from an inde¬ 
pendent voice to ensure that 
standards in Parliament are 
maintained.'* 

Mr Bell, who championed 
Mr Hamilton* cause when he 
complained he had not been 
given a right of appeal by the 
committee, said: "It's very 
flattering, albeit surprising 
that it is a Tory invitation. I 
have joined by an unorthodox 
route. But I am delighted to be 
there by whatver route. 1 just 
hope I can fill the gap left by 
Ann Widdecombe.” 


Let children take some risks, pleads head 


*; *770140 a 046343 


By John O’Leary 
■ education editor . 

A GENERATION of timid parents is 
stifling -foe s exist: at adventure in 
Britain's children and- leaying them 
- unable to assess risks for themselves, 
an independent school headmistress 
said yesterday. . 

Jacqueline Lang, Headmistress of 
Walthamstow Hall, ifl Sevenoaks. 
Kent, used her presidential address to 
the Girls’ Schools Association to ap¬ 
peal for teenagers to be let off the leash. 
“If drink and drugs and dodgy sex and 
driving too fast are the only ways left to 
satisfy-a natural urge to be daring, we 
shall have done young people a grave 


disservice.'* Mrs Lang, whose two 
daughters were in tine audience at foe 
association's conference in Bristol, 
recalled when children were left to go 
. out to play and simply “muck a round”. 
Now, however, some girls in her school 
did not own a raincoat because ihey 
were ferried everywhere by car. 

"The “worst-case scenario' approach 
is affecting our children." Mri Lang 
said. “They are hedged about by our 
fears because we dare not countenance 
any risk." Mrs Lang said parents “ran 
themselves ragged" to fill in every hour 
with organised activities because they 
dared not allow their children to catch 
a bus or go into town or the 
countryside unsupervfoed. Even week¬ 


ends were often taken up with the 
“contrived, controlled thrills" of a 
theme park. 

Vivid media coverage' of violent 
crimes and incidents such as the 
Dunblane massacre had produced the 
climate of fear that had led to foe 
“excessive cocooning” of young people, 
Mrs Lang said. “I don’t know what the 
answer is to this all-pervading fear and 
insecurity, but foe .dangers are exag¬ 
gerated and we might ease up a bit and 
allow children more freedom to take 
risks ... We may be rearing a 
generation who are incapable of as¬ 
sessing a risk for themselves and 
taking it if ft's worth it" 

/Schools were bring drawn info the 


culture of caution, Mrs Lang added. 
“There is a climate of blame and 
shame, and schools are terrified of 
putting a foot wrong." 

Mrs Lang said she often walked 
home at night from her local station. “I 
suppose I am running a risk, but l am 
not prepared to have ray fife circum¬ 
scribed by fear." 

Her daughters. Antonia, 28, and 
Harriet, 30, said they were grateful for 
a London upbringing that mixed 
freedom with firm guidelines. Antonia 
said: "We were allowed, within limits, 
to take certain risks and we made our 
own way to and from school." 

Lost freedom, page 4 
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Getting hitched? 

You desperately need a free copy of Look Before You 
Leap', the mans guide to buying an engagement ring. 

Boodle & Dnnthorae, the leading English jewellers, 
have packed h with helpful information, common 
sense, and some reasonably impartial advice. 

Don't let your credit card out of your sight until 
you’ve read it from cover to cover. Call in to pick op 
your free copy, or telephone 0171-437 5050. 

128-130Repot Street, 

SB Bnmpton Read. Knigbtsbridgc 

BOODLE & DUNTHORNE 
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Redwood’s ungallant words sour 


THE TIMES THURSDAY NOVEMBER 271997 

^ 

IRA gang 






The Countess of Mar, a 
redoubtable campaigner 


AMID generous surround¬ 
ings al the Savoy Hotel in 
London yesterday, MPS and 
journalists gathered to dine, 
and merrily to toast the win¬ 
ners of the Parliamentarian of 
the Year awards, hosted by 
The Spectator and Highland 
Park Whisky. 

I was one of the judges. 

This Parliament has yet to 
find its feet It is a scratchy 
(dace, where ministers attend 
only reluctantly. Labour back¬ 
benchers seem unsure of any 
role beyond bleating their 
leader's praises. Liberal Dem¬ 
ocrats have still to decide 
whether they are part of the 
Opposition at alL and die 
Tories are in a mess. 

An easy choice for the 
judges was that of the Count¬ 


ess of Mar. whose campaign¬ 
ing in the Lords on die 
poisoning of farmers and 
soldiers by organophosphates 
began as a lonely affair. 
Before it was fashionable to 
bother. Lady Mar became 
convinced we should. 

The countess inherits a tide 
established in 1115. But this 
was no grande dame — it is 
usually die life peeresses who 
become . die pantomime 
dames.' Lady Mar seemed 
unshowy, even shy. but con¬ 
vinced of her cause. She 
received her award unfussily. 

Gordon Brown. Parliamen¬ 
tarian of the Year, took the 
occasion in his stride, aware, 
no doubt, why it was given. 
When the Chancellor stood 
up at die dispatch box a 



month ago. Labour were in 
trouble over the single curren¬ 
cy. By die time he sat down it 
was the Tories who were on 
the run. 

They still are. If you want to 
know why, you could have 
done worse than listen to their 
Industry spokesman, John 
Redwood, receive his award 
yesterday. Chosen for his 
frontbench questioning, he 
had stood out (we all agreed) 
for his dogged pursuit of a 
minister. Lord Simon, over 
his sharebokUngs, and the 
President of the Board of 


Trade, Margaret Beckett over 
what Tories consider her par- 
Eamentaiy truancy. 

I do not know whether his 
criticisms have been (air, but 
politics is a rough old game, 
and Redwood has proved an 
energetic shin-kicker. 

But yesterday, was an occa¬ 
sion for generosity. He had. 
after alt won. He had forced 
Lord Simon to relinquish his 
shareholdings early; be has 
embarrassed Mrs Beckett 
and now he was being recog¬ 
nised for his efforts. - 

Mr Redwood chose the 


occasion to. make another 
rather personal attack: dm 
Lord Simon, a respected man 
— and then to take a swipe at 
Mrs Beckett. «l- .-. 

It is hard to explain 
this was so inappropriate,: 
tf you had been there, you too 1 
would have felt it British 
politics relies on few written 
rules but an invisible web of 
unspoken understandings/ •; 
These were shared (for in¬ 
stance) by MilitantsytHpa- 
thising. Dave Nellist, • a 
hardcore rebel Labour MP. 
who arrived at the Savoy la- 
receive his award some years/: 
ago wearing an old greet 
anorak (nobody cared about 
than but made a graceful 
speed) of acceptance (people 
do care about that). Neflist 


understood. You, .reader, if 
you had beenSavoy, 
would have understood- U 
Mr Redwood did not This 
was an occasion to say 
thankyou. raise a glass or two 
of Highland Park, and per¬ 
haps to make dear that his 


personally." 

In a room crinttrimng more 
than its complement of con- 
'savarirenunded men /and 
women, this Toiyjarred hor- 
ribly. He just didnlget it He 
didn't even-know he hadn't 
got it We actually began to 
fed sony forhim. 

This was a failure not of 
reason, but of. grace. The 
■occ as ion provided a metaphor 
for the slate the Conservative 

Party is now in 


Senior judges 
may lose their 
long holidays 

By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


SMOrtBUfTT 


THE Lord Chancellor is to 
look at the working hours of 
senior judges to see if the 
traditional legal year with its 
long summer vacation should 
be reformed. 

No proposals have yet been 
made, but it is understood that 
ministers are keen to lode at 
the number of judge “sitting" 
days—the days in court sat by 
High Court judges. 

TTie 93 High Court judges 
are expected to sit 189 days a 
year although in recent years 
the pressure of work has 
meant that many of them sit 
more often. That would in¬ 
cluding sitting during the 
legal vacations. 

The move coincides with a 
proposal last week from Mar¬ 
garet Hodge, chairman of 
Labour’s education commit¬ 
tee. She has put forward a 
plan under which the long 
school summer holiday would 
be scrapped and the holiday of 
teachers cut to five or six 
weeks a year. 

A spokesman for the Lord 
Chancellor's Department con¬ 
firmed yesterday that the 
question of High Court judges’ 
sitting? days had been raised. 

“It is a subject that would 
have been part of the routine 


discussions between the Lord 
Chief Justice and the Lord 
Chancellor," she said, but 
emphasised that “no propos¬ 
als have been made". 

The spokesman added that 
the Lord Chancellor. Lord 
Irvine of Lairg, and Lord 
Bingham of ComhilL the Lord 
Chief Justice, met regularly 
and that “one of the main 
subjects of discussion would 
be the management of High 
Court business". 

The legal year is divided 
into three terms, roughly 
equivalent to the academic 
year, with a two-month sum¬ 
mer vacation. 

Courts sit from 10am to 
4pm, with a one-hour 
lunchbreak. But time spent in 
court is only one part of their 
job. and judges do increasing 
amounts of out-of-hours work, 
both before and after courts sit 
as well as at weekends and in 
the vacation. They have to 
read the papers concerning 
cases and write their 
judgments. 

The 93 High Court judges, 
whose salary from Monday 
rises to £112,01, are likely to 
resist any moves to increase 
the expected number of their 
court-sitting days, without an 


increase in the number of 
judges. A skeleton High Court 
service is now operated 
throughout the summer vaca¬ 
tion and High Court judges 
also have to spend several 
weeks a year out on circuit. 

Five years ago the Govern¬ 
ment set up an inquiry into 
judges’ productivity and 
working hours alter the for¬ 
mer Lord Chief Justice, the 
late Lord Taylor of Gosforth. 
called for more High Court 
judges to reduce the “deplor¬ 
able" delays. 

The result was an increase 
in judicial manpower with ten 
more High Court judges ap¬ 
pointed. 

The Government is likely to 
run into the problem that any 
move which lessens the al¬ 
ready diminishing attraction 
for top barristers and solici¬ 
tors of being a High Court 
judge could cause recruitment 
difficulties. 

Crown Court judges, who 
are bring mentioned, have 
already had to increase the 
number of days they sit to 
keep on top of the rising flow 
of criminal cases. In 1995 they 
sat a record 87.000 days, 
which was 6,000 more than 
the year before. 



A truck marooned on a brid 
torrential rain has caused 


in Polgooth, near St Austell. Cornwall, where 
ig.- " Forecast; page 24 


Drivers 
caught 
by speed 
fine trick 

By Stephen Farrell 

DRIVERS ’have been tricked 
out of thousands of pounds 
after receiving bogus speeding 
tickets claiming mat they have 
been caught by. roadside 
cameras. 

•’ Up to 100 motorists are 
known to have been targeted 
by the conmen, who demand a 
£130 fine be paid to the non¬ 
existent Central Road Traffic 
Centre in north London. The 
trick came to light after police 
received complaints that driv¬ 
ers were receiving fines for 
speeding on roads they never 
used. Detectives believe the 
conmen stand at the side of the 
road noting registration num¬ 
bers and company details. 

. Most of the victims are 
company drivers from London 
and the South East but others 
come from South Wales and 
Lancashire. Police believe 
businesses are targeted 
because accounts departments 
are less likely to quay claims. 

A Scotland Yard spokesman 
said the coloured tickets were 
extremely.convincing and ap¬ 
pealed for other victims to 
come forward. The documents 
instruct recipients to send 
fines to an address in Wofld 
Green High Road.. north 

London. .. 

Police who checked .the of¬ 
fices found a list of cm^panies 
using it as an acco mmoda tion 
address, indudiftg CRTC. 


Would you prefer 

Christmas shopping 
in Manhattan 
to Manchester? 



Do you dream of shopping on 5th Avenue? 
Abbey National can help you get there now with an 
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£500 to £15,000 and repayable over 1-8 years. 
You can apply for an Abbeyloan over the phone 
and you could have a decision in minutes. 

Call Abbey National quoting reference 7250, 
Monday to Friday 8am-9pm and Satuiday 8am-4pm and 
you could be in the Big Apple with a few dollars more. 

0345 57 58 59 

ABBey NATIONAL' 
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Egypt sends wrong body home 


TODAY'S funeral of three 
generations of a family massa¬ 
cred in Egypt last week has 
been postponed after it was 
discovered that a wrong body 
had been returned by the 
Egyptian authorities. 

The remains of Joan 
Turner, who died with her 
five-year-old grand-daughter 
Shaunnah Turner and her 


daughter Karina, 24. in the 
Luxor terrorist attack, are 
believed to have been confused 
with a woraarv from Switzer¬ 
land and are now thought to 
be in Zurich. 

The joint funeral at the 
family's local church. St Bar¬ 
tholomew's in • Ripponden, 
west Yorkshire was postponed 
yesterday after James 


Turnbull, the assistant deputy 
coroner for Calderdale 
stepped in. 

He said: “All the bodies 
were positively identified by a 
member of the family. In the 
light of sane of the injuries,' 
identification was difficult We 
then received information 
from Zurich that a body there 
could hot be identified.” 



lifetime 

prison 

sentence 

By Richard Ford 
and Martin Fletcher 

FOUR IRA terrorists arrested 
after tite six-day Balaxnbe . 
Street siege should spend the [ 

rest of the lives in jail Home 
Office officials have recoin- !• 

mended. 

Jack Straw, the Home Sec- . 
'retary.'is now considering if 
thqr should join -Myra , 
Hindley and 23 other enmi- , 
rials who will die in jail. Mr - 
Straw is under pressure to . ' ! 
decide on a “tariff" — -the 
minim um term to beserved - 
for deterrence and retribution .. 

— because, until it is set the - 
men's request to be trans¬ 
ferred to jails in the Irish 
Republic cannot be processed. 

Martin O'Connell. 46, Ed- ■ 
die Buffer, 48, Harry Duggan, 

45; and Hugh Doherty. 47, .• 
have served 20 years of life 
sentences imposed in 1977 for , 
a series of. terrorist murders, ■ 
bomb and gun attacks in. 
London during an IRA mam- - 
land bombing campaign in 
the early 1970s. . 

At the end of their Old >: 
Bailey, trial for the'murder of J 
Ross McWhirter. and cancer 
specialist Gordon Hamilton 
Fairley, the judge recommend¬ 
ed that they should not be 
freed for at least 30 years. : 
However, no minimum term k 
was set officially..- 
Even if Mr Straw'.derided - 
against a wholelife tariff,!)* is & 
unlikely in the current , po&t 
ical climate to be pre par edtoj*- 
give a tariff any lower than toe & 

30 years suggested by ft* trial 
judge. 

The four men, who are in 
Whfemoor and Fnmldand 
prisons, are among 24 IRA 
prisoners in jail in England 
and Wales. Sinn Fein said that j 
19 are convicted and six are on 1 
remand. 

All but rate of the convicted ■; 
men have applied to be trans- 
fared to serve their sentences . 
near to the families; Only one .. 
will return to_I>farthem Ire- 
land with the retoiunder seek- . 
ing to return to jaflin the Irish -... 
Republic. 

Last week, in a move to --• 
facilitate further transfers, the. 

Irish: Cabinet agreed'to rush , 
through legislation by the end 
of the year to ensure that 
prisoners sentenced to toe .. 
United Kingdom maximum of 
35 years would not serve lesser < 
sentences as a result of rqjatri- 
ation. Hie present maximum 
in the Irish Republic is 20 
years and many of those ▼ 
seeking transfers are serving 
sentences of 25 years or more. c ^ 
Prisoners are an extremely f 
emotive issue for republicans. 

Sinn Fein has been agitating 
for their repatriation and re¬ 
lease since the IRA ceasefire . 
began on July 20, and their 
fete dominated a Sinn Fein > . 
rally in Belfast’s Europa Hotel 
last Sunday.' 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Children’s 
food spiked 

Police have been called to a 
Manchester children’s hospi¬ 
tal after patients were served 
meals adulterated with glass, 
metal, chewing gum and Blu- 
tack. They will check each 
stage of the food’s preparation 
to see if the objects were 
introduced detiberately. 

Staff at Booth Hall Hospi¬ 
tal. in Blackley, north 
Manchester, hare found con¬ 
taminated food in eight meals 
over the past six weeks. In 
some cases the objects were 
spotted by patients' parents. 

Crash payout 

A girl who suffered severe 
brain damage when her 
father crashed his car in 1990 
was awarded £1.85 million in 
compensation by the High 
Court in London, Cor ning 
Green, 15. of Stratford-upon- 
Avon, who needs constant 
care made the claim against 
her father’s insurers. 

Belfast bus strike 

Bus drivers in Belfast staged a 
lightning strike after a driver 
was severely burnt by a petrol 
bomb thrown into his bos 
daring loyalist rioting on 
Tuesday night The drivers 
also refused to travel along 
the ShankiJJ and Crumlui 
roads after 630pm until then- 
safety was guaranteed. 

Witness cleared 

Charges of attempting to per¬ 
vert the course of justice 
against Christopher Vincent, 
the key witness in the football 

match fixing trial, hare been 
dropped. A judge at Winches¬ 
ter Grown Court was itHd that 
the Crown would offer no 
evidence after the case had 
been reviewed. 


I'VE CHANGED MY 

r 1 MIND 

[ ] ABOUT 

k JGIVING to 

“ ^CHARITY 


AU. TOOK CKMtmES CAN SET EXTRA 

I've recently discovered a new; way of giving to charity - new to me, anyway. 
It means all the causes you support canhave extra money. It's the CharityCard- 

Hist you decide how mudi you want to give to charity. 
You pay flat money into your own CharityCard account 
Then fee tax man adds more to it 





This means you hare wjat you've already put in. plus an 
extra 23% to giveaway! Now, that's what (call a good idea! 

YOURPStSOfULCHOCCCOTCHABinES 

Ybu can use theCharityCud for maJdngpereonal donations over the phone or bv 

I***- VosT re are a specal Chan^SequSook- as wdl And 

arrange standing ordos for regular gifts. * ranaiso 

Who you give to, hw much you give and when you do it are all entirelv nD to 
you. You can make donations to absolutely any charity you choose^i^^ff 

™«E TO CMNOE YOUR MWD? 

about giving to chant,? Call sow or 


Cm- 

ttoffiHThrPrto PhBfe 


‘FIND OUT MORE, CALL FREE 
0800 99 33 11, D p IT TODAY!’ 
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SASAKRAU 


in estate 



From Inigo Gilmore in cape town 


LAWYERS for .Earl Spencer 
pleaded poverty, on his behalf 
yesterday as he fought his 
.. . estranged wife's claim for a 
^£3.75 million -divorce settle¬ 
ment in a Cape Towncnurt : 

His family fortune is esti¬ 
mated at E100 million, his 
personal fortune is said to be. 
worth £6 million and he has 
an annual- EL millio n a year 
income, but his counsel ar¬ 
gued that all his money was 
tied up in his ancestral home, 
Althorp in Northamptonshire, 
where his sister, Diana. Prin¬ 
cess of Wales, is buried. The 
rest is in offshore and London 
family trusts.. 

There was laughter in Court 
17 when lawyers said that the 
Earl owned onlyiwo houses in 
South Africa, their contents, a 
-Vi couple of tracks'"and a 
* Mercedes, which was why he 
could only afford to offer the 
mother of his four children a 
£300,000 settlement.. Nicolas 


Mostyn, a lawyer introduced 
as an- expert witness by Earl 
Spencer, said of the £1 millian 
income: “Irs not earned in¬ 
come. It derives from historic 
assets. The husband does nor 
have to go out and earn an 
iricome." . 

Lawyers -for his wife; Vfcs- 
toria. said that she would 
demand that the ear] named 
in court the women with - 
whom he had allegedly had 
affairs during their marriage. 
In addition. Countess Spencer 
is insisting that he gives 
specific dates for when he had 
sex with three women named 
in her ‘divorce petition: the 
writer Sally Ann Lasson, his 
current companion. South At 
rican model Josie Borain, and 
fashion designer. Chantal 
Collopy,: who is to. give evi¬ 
dence far Lady Spencer. 

- Lady Spencer, dressed in a 
navy blue jacket and red knee 
length dress, appeared to be 



The earfs fortune is sadd to be tied up in Althorp 


enjoying the legal jousts cm the 
third day of the hearing. By 
contrast the earl, in a dark 
suit, looked morose as he sat 
at die opposite end of a bench. 
- Claims about his poverty 
because of inheritance tax and 
the. expense of catering for a 
large number of visitors to 
Althorp were scorned by 
Jeremy Posnansky. QC, who 
fold the court Tt is suprisingly 
c omm on that when a divorce 
court approaches, a husband's 
businesses go down”. 

. Lady Spencer is seeking 
either £3.75 million tump sum 
or £5.000 a month for each of 
their children. Her lawyers 
said that she needed a house 
in London and another in 
Northamptonshire, where she 
wanted her children to attend 
schooL Viscount Louis would 
eventually go to Eton and the 
tills would become day- 
boarders at Rugby public 
school. 14 miles from Althorp. 

Her barrister, ■ Jeremy 
Gaundett fold the’court that 
she might choose to buy a 
pied-d-terre hi London and a 
“not 30 nice” house in North¬ 
amptonshire with any settle¬ 
ment money. Lady Spencer, 
32, is also suing toe firm of 
solicitors appointed far her by 
Earl Spencer in toe early 
stages qf the divorce for al¬ 
leged breach of contract 

Earl Spencer, 33, was yes¬ 
terday fighting a second legal 
battle in Cape : Town in: an 
adjoining courtroom as he 
attempted to. stop local news- 



Lady Spencer outside court yesterday. She wants a borne in London and another in Northamptonshire 


papers publishing lurid de¬ 
tails disclosed in court about 
his private life. He said their 
six-year-old daughter. Kitty, 
had been distressed by post¬ 
ers advertising toe reports in 
The Cape Times. 

Earl Spencer claims publi¬ 
cation of the details would 
upset his children, in his 
affidavit to the court the earl 
said: “The reporting of both 
The Cape Times and the Cape 
Argus newspapers thus far 
have concentrated on my al¬ 
leged matrimonial miscon¬ 
duct and has also dealt with 
certain aspects of my wife's 
mental and physical health. 
pThft } 1 reporting is not in the 
nest interest of our minor 


children. In particular our 
eldest daughter. Krtry. who 
attends a primary' school in 
Cape Town. - 

“During the past weekend I 
spoke to Kitty and asked her 
whether she knew was hap¬ 
pening. She said she knew* 
that we were the process of 
divorcing. When I asked her 
how she knew about this, she 
told me that all her friends at 
school were talking about the 
matter. 1 should mention that 
Kitty is able to read and that 
The Cape Time posters refer¬ 
ring to Spencer'S other women 
were displayed on many lamp- 
posts in the city, including those 
on Kitty's route to school”. 

Sooth African law prevents 


local papers from reporting 
evidence given in divorce 
hearings. Local newspaper 
editors dahn this is a non¬ 
sense when British and other 
international newspapers, 
which are freely chi sale in 
South Africa, can publish 
evidence without hindrance. 

Last night a High Court 
judge in Cape Town ad¬ 
journed the interdict hearing 
brought by Eari Spencer 
against the two newspapers 
until Saturday. Lawyers for 
toe newspapers agreed that 
their publications would un¬ 
dertake not to publish any 
more details about the pro¬ 
ceedings until after a ruling at 
the weekend. 



Eari Spencer income 
of £1 milli on a year 


Former mistresses vent their spleen in the press 


Br Daniel McGftomr 


EARL SPENCER had his reput¬ 
ation-Ravaged yesterday, by two 
former mistresses whom be 
_ scorned. The women, who have 
openly confessed to having-affairs 
with him. accused him of being 
selfish, callous and mean. 

Eari Spencer is understood to be 
furious that they have attacked him 
in Brftish newspapers, particularly 
ChaftfaTColIppy wh 6 fstiue to give 1 
evidence against him in what has 
become an ever more acrindtboious 


divorce hearing in Cape Town. He 
says be is determined to refute the 
slurs when he gives evidence in 
court next week. 

Mrs Collopy, 37, accuses toe 
brother of Diana, Princess of Wales 
of raining her life. “Once he had 
won ine over, he dumped me.” toe 
said. It was as it having got what 
he wanted, be just lost interest" 

Sally Ami Lasson, who admits to 
an aftafr with Eari Spencer in 1990, 
criticised him for not agreeing to 
bis estranged wife's financial de¬ 
mands which, she says he. can wdf 


afford. “If he just made a small 
withdrawal from his petty cash box 
all this unpleasantness would be 
over. And for someone who drones 
on with such dreary regularity 
about media intrusion yon would 
think it cheap at toe price,” toe 
writes in an article for me London 
Evening Standard . 

Miss Lasson said that foe sight of 
his wife and jilted mistress Mrs 
CoBopy sitting together in toe Cape 
Townoo tir toous e was sweet justice. 
$]be praises both women for then- 
stand, and says: 'The only way to 


get any justice 'against such an 
adversary is for the sisters to do it 
themselves.” 

She describes toe eari as the sort 
of man who makes women unite 
against him. “One must ask oneself 
what exactly it is that he does to 
women that sends them ... into 
each other's arms? The only mysti¬ 
fying thing about, this court case 
isn't toe right of Victoria Spencer 
and Chantal Collopy united togeth¬ 
er bat that Eari Spencer ever, 
attracted women of this calibre in 
the Gist place. And, haring attract- 


faifed to 
e and held 


ed them, so 
realise bis good 
onto them." 

Both women praise Lady Spen¬ 
cer’s physical recovery and cast her 
as the victim in this legal drama. 
Mrs Collopy, who has two children, 
said: Td always thought Victoria 
was toe cause of the marriage 
problems. After he dumped me 1 
realised that, like me, Victoria was 
also a victim.’' 

She leaked a-damning letter to 
Lady Spencer written by toe eari 
admitting to his bulfying of toe 


former model. British legal experts 
believe that if the countess does 
have her divorce petition beard in 
Britain she could easily double toe 
£3-5 million settlement she is 
seeking. 

Ann-Marie Hutchinson, a family 
law specialist with experience of 
South African divorce courts, said: 
"I know for a fact that she would get 
a much better deal here in terms of 
property and capital I would think 
she could come away with E5 mil¬ 
lion to £7 million for herself — plus 
maintenance for tire children.” 


Prostitute 
murders 
maybe 
work of 


one man 


By Shirley English 


POLICE investigating the lat¬ 
est murder of a prostitute in 
Glasgow have not ruled out 
the possibility that a serial 
killer may be responsible. 

Tracy Wylde. 21. a single 
mother, was found dead by 
friends at 5.30am on Monday. 
She is the sixth prostitute to be 
murdered in the city since 
1991. 

Detective Chief Inspector 
John Sherry, who is leading 
toe murder inquiry, said: 
■With the history of murdered 
prostitutes in Strathclyde we 
are investigating toe possibili¬ 
ty of a link. However, at the 
moment there is nothing to 
suggest a serial killer is at 
work.” 

Ms Wylde, a drug user, was 
last seen alive at 3.05am at a 
drugs crisis centre in West 
Street, Glasgow. An hour ear¬ 
lier she had been seen leaving 
a dark blue Ford Escort with a 
smartly dressed man. aged 20 - 
30, and walking to her top- 
floor flat in the Barmulloch 
area. The man was medium 
build, 5ft 9m, dean shaven 
with short, tight brown hair, 
wearing dark clothes. 

She did not knock on her 
neighbour's front door to alert 
her she was home. This was 
her only security measure. It 
is thought she was strangled 
or suffocated. Her mother 
said yesterday she had no idea 
that her daughter was a 
prostitute and appealed for 
more witnesses. 

Neighbours described Ms 
Wylde as a well dressed, 
friendly young woman who 
lived for her two-year-old 
daughter. Police said she had 
regular clients and appealed 
to them to come forward 
before they were contacted. 

It is thought she may have 
worked to pay for her drug 
habit. Detectives also want to 
interview a woman who 
fought with Ms Wylde outside 
her home on the evening she 
was killed. 

Sources on the street said 
that Ms Wylde had worked as 
a prostitute for only a short 
time, possibly a few months. 
They said that many young 
women turned to prostitution 
at this time of year to {»ay for 
their children’s Christmas 
presents. 
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PC shot at 
2ds own car 
‘to be liked’ 


ByTim Jones 


A POLICE constable Wasted 
his own patrol car with a 
sawiMjff shotgun because he 
was depressed and wanted to 
be liked by his colleagues, a 
court heard yesterday. 

Michael Taylor, an officer 
with toe Dorset - force, pro¬ 
voked a £14,000'police anti-- 
terrorist response when he 
radioed in to say he was being 
attackd^m/Jt^iastyrox. 

At Dorchester CrqwnGourt, 
yTaylor,_4Lra father, of three, 

' admitted possessing -a; shpt : 
gun vfoife cpmmittingran of- 
fence,shprteomgtoebazndaf 
the gun and possessing a 
weapon without a firearms 
certificate. : . vL, .. .: _ •, .• 

Taylor. .Of Broatonayne, 
near Dprchester, ^was placed 
on probation-for.lwo years 
after Judge John-Beashd had. 
seen evidence : wfaidi shewed 
he had -been .suffering freari 
post-traumatic stress disorder 
at the time caused by attend- , 
ine road traffic accidents in-- 
valving chidren/ " . , 

Richard Onslow, . for the 
prosecution, told toe court: 
“He said his motives had betel 
that he wanted his mates to 
tike him.".’ . ; r -* 



refused a breath test 


By Simon de Bruxelles 


ONE of Britain'S top criminal 
barristers was yesterday 
banned from driving for refuse 
ing to give a breath test to 
police. John Charles Rees, QC 
who was jnid more than 
£350.000 last year m legal aid 
fees aloite-was followed at 
by a police van into the 
of his home. . • - . 

Rees, 48, a figure well: 
known in Cardiff legal carries, 
had been drinking at his local 
puh yards; from his... 



home v^re& 'he'drove back In Rees: he had beesT 


his blue Jaguar.’A police van 
spotted hfa car straddling the 
centre line®fiedruveaJonga 
country roadat U.40pm. 

Nia Janies, far : toe prosteai- 
tion. said f toe police van 
.switched oh its blue warning 
fight and flashed its head- 
tights for lb*s'to Stop. “Mr 
Rees failed to stop, and was 
followed until he stopped at 
his house.” ... -VV. 

■ Constabl e' Steven ■ Atkinson, 
approached Rees outside-his 
eight-bedroom house at Old St 

- Meltons, near Cardiff,.after he 
stepped out erf his car: The offi¬ 
cer raid Mr Rees was un¬ 
steady on his feet “The officer 
could smell intoxicants on, Mr 

- Rees’s breath arid his speech 


drinking at his local 


was slurred. Miss; James said 
Rees said to .the officer. “I’ve 
had a couple of drinks down 
the road in the Etax.” 

PC Atkinson raid- he had 
reason to bteieve he had 
alcohol on his breath and Mr 
Rees replied: “fa this neces-. 
saiy?" Magistrates at Barty, 
Glamorgan, were told he re¬ 
fused “two or .three times” to 
take toe breath test Ax one 
stage Rees said, “No, no I wQ] 
not", when asked to take the 
breathalyser test 

Russell Jenkins, for the de¬ 
fence, told the.court “Mr Rees 
had been drinking and was 
indignant and/angiy because 


he had been stopped after 
driving property. The police 
vehicle came at some speed 
down his drive and slewed in 
front of his house.. 

"He has been driving for 30 
years and has never been in 
this situation before. He has 
never had an accident. A con¬ 
viction is a matter he takes 
very seriously. It is a veiy sub¬ 
stantial punishment because 
be travels many miles around 
the country.’ 

Rees admitted failing .to 
provide a specimen of breath 
for analysis on November 20. 
He was fined E800 with £30 
exists and was disqualified 
from driving for 15 months. 
He -asked for seven days to 
pay. Etizabedi Parkinson, 
chairman of the magistrates, 
told Rees: “We have given you 
credit for pleading guilty." 

Mr Rees is listed among the 
top eight barristers in Britain 
on their earnings for criminal 
legal aid work. He was one of 
four barristers earning be¬ 
tween £350,000 and £399,000 
from legal aid in the 1995-96 


I year. 

The figures were given in a 
letter from the Lord Chancel¬ 
lor's Department to a Labour 
MP after questions about the 
£L4bflfion legal aid bill. 



viewers 


By CarolMidgley 

MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 


TELEVISION viewers pro¬ 
tested to spina bifida charities 
yesterday after a character in 
EostEnders chose to have an 
abortion on discovering her 
unborn baby had the disease. 

Viewers and charity repre¬ 
sentatives said the BBC! soap 
opera had presented a. Weak 
. _j —"«*n» of the 


and 

birth defect r . 

in 1.000 pregnancies in the 
UK each year. , ' 

In an. episode of East- 
Enders screened on Tuesday 
night an estimated B rmffion 
viewers saw Bianca Butcher, 
played by Patsy Palmer, ttei 
ride to abort her baby after an 
antenatal scan showed the 
diild was severely physically 
and mentally handicapped. . 

Tony Britton, a spoki»man 
for the Association for Spina 



Falmep soar 

had spina 


Bifida , and Hydrocqphalos, 
said about 40 callers tele¬ 
phoned to complainabout toe 
way toe programme treated 
the subject The^eaBeis, many 
of whom were carets for 
children suffering from toe 
condition, were. angered at 


seeing a tearful Bianca accept¬ 
ing advice from her friends 
and family that toe baby girl 
would “wreck ber lifc”. 

“Some people have rung us 
to say the programme was 
typically negative, about .the 
disease and failed, io show the 
range of options open to 
' parents, 1 *. Mr Britton sakL 
“Ctrikbon with disabilities 
can. have a very good quality 
of life mid contribute to soci¬ 
ety when, they grow up." The 
-association': broadly .support 
edthe storyhnefor raising toe 
profifeof spina bifida. 

A spokeswoman for the 
BBC ra|d die programme had 
provoked “a number of calls 
— some critical, some sup¬ 
portive*. She . added: “East 
Enders is rooted in reality, 
and toe statistics show that 
1.000 parents each year who 
go through tins experience 
make-toe* same decision as 


Ricky and Bianca. The pro- 
. gramme has earned a reput¬ 
ation for approaching sen¬ 
sitive stories in a responsible 
way mid Rkky and Bianca’s 
experiences were meticulous¬ 
ly researched." She said the 
BBCs public information of¬ 
fice would provide helpline 
numbers. 

EostEnders also came 
under fire yesterday from toe 
Broadcasting Standards 
Commission, which upheld 11 
Yfewei? complaints about 
“clumsy and irritating" ste¬ 
reotypes in three episodes set 
in "Ireland 

After, toe episodes were 
broadcast, BBC chiefs 
apologised immediately and 
repeatedly to offended view¬ 
ers anti Lrish people. In its 
'submission to toe commis¬ 
sion, toe BBC said it now 
regretted the “31-judged” 
portrayal 
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Saturday in 
THE TIMES 


Writers back head on 






Richard Ford and Joanna Bale report on the debate over childhood 


THE TIMES THURSDAY N OVEMBER 271997 

Labour 7 
offers 
peace to 
private 
schools 


WRITERS and children's 
charities last night lamented 
the lost freedom of childhood 
as parents responded to die 
fear of crime by sheltering 
youngsters from die real 


on love and 
loneliness 



The new 
comic 
for kids 


Authors joined in the debate 
started yesterday by Jacque¬ 
line Lang, the headmistress of 

Walthamstow Hail, who criti¬ 
cised today’s parents for being 
too overprotective towards 
their children and providing 
them with too much supervi¬ 
sion. Bel Mooney, author of 17 
children’s books, said: “She is 
right in being concerned that 
children are not walking any¬ 
where and are not being 
exposed to simple things like 
the weather, which is very 
strange and perhaps stands 
for other things that they are 
also missing out on. 

“When I was a child I 
walked everywhere or used 
public transport Nowadays 
children are ferried every¬ 
where by car. You see the 
chaos outside schools with 
parents double parking be¬ 
cause they cannot even be 
bothered to park up die road 
and walk." 

Many parents are reacting 
to coverage of child murders 
and abductions which receive 
such publicity precisely 
because they remain a rarity. 
The latest Home Office crimi¬ 
nal statistics for England and 


Wales — which, of course, 
exdude the Dunblane massa¬ 
cre-> show that the number of 
_Ie under 16 known to 
ive been killed by a stranger 
for which a suspect had ban 
identified was six in 1977 and 6 
in 1995. 

Fears over child abduction 
also alarms many parents. 
Until 1984 it was known as 
“child stealing” and between 
1973-1984 the figure was be¬ 
tween 28-63 of _ 

fences a year. In 
1984, the offence 
was reclassified 
as child abduc¬ 
tion and includ¬ 
ed abduction by 
one parent from 
another. The fig¬ 
ures rose to 275 
in 1973 though 
remains unclear 
whether this was 
entirely a result 
of strangers tak¬ 
ing children, or 
partly of parental abduction 
arising from family 
breakdown. 

Last night Diana Lamp- 
lugh, of the Suzi Lamplugh 
Trust, which advises schools 
an safety, praised the head¬ 
mistress for her outspoken 
remarks. She said: “She is 
much to be congratulated. It is 
a bold step. 

“We feel very strongly that 
parents are protecting child¬ 


6 When I 
was a child 
I walked. 
Now they 
are ferried 
by car ? 


ren to such an extent that they 
don’t allow them to under¬ 
stand what is safe and what 
isn’t Safety has to be 
internalised and put into 
practice. 

“It’s very hard to let your 
children do their own thing as 
much as possible, but if they 
am not allowed to do this, then 
h will inevitably, lead to 
problems." 

The prize-winning chil- 

_ dren’s author 

Michael Mor- 
purgo. who also 
runs farm pro¬ 
jects far inner- 
dty children in 
Devon and 
Wales, said: "We 
can become very 
overprotective. 
The more I write 
and the more 1 
work with child¬ 
ren, the more F 
know that they 

things first hand. On our 
farms, children have to experi¬ 
ence both death and discom¬ 
fort as well as the joys and 
beauties. 

“Children need to get dose 
to things to learn, but there is 
this clipboard mentality with 
education where children are 
given only a brief look at 
things." 

Mr Morpurgo added: 
“Children need difficult expe¬ 


riences. When I am. writing, if 
I fed that the end should be 
tragic, then it is. That's what 
life is Kkc, 

“Children are too often giv¬ 
en a virtual-reality world with 
little contact with reality. It; 
may be what we want to see 
and hear, but it is not real'* 

The loss of freedom for 
marry children was highlight-, 
ed by a A Tfolicy Studies 
Institute survey in the 1990s 
looked at five different parts of 
England and compared die 
results with a similar survey 
carried out in 1971. In 1971,80 ; 
per cent of English seven and ~ 
eight-year-olds were allowed 
to travel to school on their own 
or with other children but the 
figure had dropped to 10 per 
cent by 1990. 

Half as many seven and 
eight-year-olds were allowed 
to cress roads cm their own 
compared with 1971. In 197153 
per cent of English nine-year- 
olds were allowed to travel 
independently, by bus com¬ 
pared with 8 per cent by 1990. 

Last night, the Children’s 
Society defended modem par¬ 
ents. It said that they worried, 
about their children in the 
world because they felt they 
were under siege from the 
threat of drugs and violence. 
“It is a delicate balance sup¬ 
porting their child’s transition 
to adulthood and ensuring 
their safety," the society said. 



Jacqueline Lang at the Girls* Schools Association 



Nurseries 


fbrNtwldnology hitbypoor 


planning 

By David Charter 

SCHOOLS were yesterday 
told by the Government's 
spending watchdog to co-oper¬ 
ate with playgroups rather 
than compete with them for 
four-year-olds. ’ 

The An dit Commissi an said 
local education authorities still 
had much to do to meet 
ministers’ hopes of a nursery 
place for every four-year-old 
Icy September next year. 

Few councils gave a second 
thought to private and. vohinr 
taiy nursery groups when 
they letschools grow to secure 
income from nursery vouch¬ 
ers, the commission: said. 

The Pre-School Learning 
Alliance said more than 800 
playgroups were forced out of 
business as parents spent their 
£1,100 annual vouchers in 
expanded -school reception 
classes; Vouchers were 
scrapped when the Govern¬ 
ment came to power in May. 

The Audit Commisrion’s re¬ 
view of under-five education, 
published yesteiday, found a 
continued lack of planning by 
local authorities. 



By John O’Leary 
education editor . 

THE Government cemented a 
rapprochement between Lab¬ 
our and independent schools 
yesterday, providing E50Q,000 : 
to establish partnerships with 
the state sector and promising ?J 
not to take action mat would 
threaten their . charitable 
status. 

Stephen Byers, the School- 
Standards Minister, told the 1 
Girls’ Schools Association that- 
the “educational apartheid^ 
created by the divisions be¬ 
tween stale and private' 
schools diminished thewhofe 
system. - The Government 
wanted to draw a line ureter 
the abolition of assisted places 
in independent school? and 
forge a new relationship. - 

An advisory group has beat 
appointed, under the chair¬ 
manship oF Chris Parker, the 
headmaster of Nottingham^ 
High School, to recornnead^ 
ways in winch state and -, 
independent schools can work ■ 
more closely together. The 
Education Department has : 
matched a £250,000 donation 
from the businessman Peter - 
Lamp! to fund a series of pilot 

projects. 

Ministers’ approach to inde¬ 
pendent education has become 
a touchstone of new Labour'* 
moderation- Schools feared 
that spending on the 6nkE 
• years of the Assisted Placed . 
Scheme would be squeezed; 

. and the Charity Commtesioh' 
encouraged to withdraw the" 
financial advantages on which' 
many rely for sucvivaL , * 

However. Mr Byers’ speech 
in Bristol — the first by a- 
Labour minister to a senior 
independent schools’ confer*-* 
ence—reassured die sector of 
both counts. He told th6v 
headmistresses that the 
mauling assisted places woukf 
be fully funded, and added 
that the commissioners were 
reviewing all charities to as¬ 
sess their status, a process, 
which could take several years 
and which would be “at arm’s 
length from government". But 
file schools* activities ap¬ 
peared to justify charitable , 
status. - 

Calling for old prejudices fe j 
be buried. Mr Byers said: “Hfe! 
need to put the past behind u& I 
oS feuds and old hostility] 
must be put on one side. We- 
awe that to our children.'" \ 1 

Jacqueline Lang, the assocK 
ation’s president and head- 1 
mistress of WalthamstowJ 
Hall, in Seven oaks, Kent, 

“More than a hatchet, I 
a great axe has been buried 
today. Not only is it the finj.; 
time a Labour minister h^< 
come to our conference, but fo* 
is meeting us more than hat?; 
way and we should be gratefy# 
for that" 

Leading Article, page Zk- 
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A carrier crew acted quickly to save a 
Harrier and the pilot when it ditched 
into the Mediterranean during night 
manoeuvres,reportsMichaelEvans 
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THE Rqyal Navy pulled off a 

.dramatic night-time rescue in 
jfhe Mediterranean this week 

when it scooped an RAF-pilot 
and his £23 million Harrier 
Jumpjet out erf the sea. The 
aircraft had ditched into the 
water off Sardinia as if ma¬ 
noeuvred to land on the carri- 
er'HMS Invincible . 

-The pilot was flying cine of 
the . Harrier ground attack 
aircraft that joined die. carrier 
ai the end of last week as part 
ofthe operational air group on 
standby-to move to the Gulf in 
die event of a decision by the 
United Nations to .mount 
strikes against Iraq. 

The Harrier. GR7, which 
can operate; by day or night, 
-jg.had begun the normal, hover- 
manoeuvre on file peat 
side of HMS Invincible, be¬ 
fore flying sideways to touch 
down on the.flight deck, which 
it dropped into the .water. A 
full emergency was launched. 
Crash procedures are well 
rehearsed, although this .was 
the first, time that .an RAF. 
HarrieroperatingJroraacarr 
tier had had; to. he- rescued . 
during a landing. •• 

Since 1994,. me ..Navy has 
ldjjt four Sea; Harriers, two of 
tftqm last year. One Navy 
Harrier ditched into the water 
ip .similar rircumstances to the 
RAF aircraft, but was not: 
recovered. The Navy has 26, 
active Sea Harries. - . \ . T 
j-jpuringTue^fay night's res 1 
cue operation, me Hairier 
GR7 remained afloat for se^_ 
ergl minutes without support 
because the two .external fuel 
tanks were nearly emrty and., 
, J fbe air inside provided, a 
x dEgree of buoyancy: 

. .With the Harrier stiH rest¬ 
ing on the surface the pilot : 
who was uninjured, managed 


to scramble free and was 
..-picked up-by one of the 
carrier^ Sea King helicopters 
from 549 Squadron. Hbwever,- 
as the plane - began to sink.. 
Captain Roy Clare, command¬ 
ing HMS Invincible, launched 
a special “crash boat" — a 
rigid inflatable with a glass 
fibre hufl and divers on board 
— to try to rescue the Harrier. 

In minutes, the Navy divers 
succeeded in placing two flota¬ 
tion bags underneath the Har¬ 
rier to keep it on the surface. 
Lifting “strops", like, slings, 

: were placed under the fuse¬ 
lage and eventually connected 
to a crane an board the carrier. 

• As soon as the.aircraft had 
been lifted to the flight deck. 
Navy crews hosed it with fresh 
water to remove-all the salt 
and carried out other emer-, 
gency measures to avoid the 
risk of corrosion. . 

... Navy sources -said they 
hoped the Harrier, which had 
'■ been returning from a train¬ 
ing sortie, would not have 
suffered irreparable damsige 
' foldthatitjcbiildbeoperation¬ 
al again. It was one of sevai 
' aircraft sent from No 1 Squad¬ 
ron, based at Wittering in 
Cambridgeshire, with, one of 
. them acting ay a spare. 

Although die accident was 
an embarrassment to the RAF. 

' after the publicity given to.the 
deployment of the Harrier 
GR7s to Gibraltar; Where 
HMS Inmnable was based 
last week.' the instant rescue 
was being hailed as a classic 
operation. Aircraft that ditch 
into the sea are sometimes 
.salvaged but arr seldom fit for 
duty again. - 

The cost of . repairing the 
Harrier will depend on the 
damage assessment made by. 
the engineers, . a -Navy 



The Harrier GR7s arriving on HMS Invincible last week. They are on standby to move to the Gulf if the UN orders air strikes against Iraq 


r spokesmam said. If, after dry¬ 
ing out the aircraft, it is 
discovered that serious dam¬ 
age has been done to the 
-avionics, engine and other 
parts, it may have to. be 
returned to the manufacturer 
tor a comprehensive rebuild. 

The incident occurrred 
while tiie carrier was sailing 
in deep water. If there had 
been any delay in the rescue 
the Harrier, which weighs 
more than 15,0001b, would 
have-sunk to the bottom. 

Three other Harriers were 
airborne at the time, two of 
which were diverted to Caglia¬ 
ri in Sardinia while the emer¬ 
gency was being dealt with. 
The fourth aircraft touched 
down safely on the carrier. 


George Robertson, the De¬ 
fence Secretary, who visited 
HMS Invincible on Monday, 
praised the efficient rescue 
operation. “I am delighted 
that the pilot was unharmed 
and that the whole incident 
was dealt with so quickly," he 
said. A board of inquiry has 
been set up. 

□ An RAF engineer has been 
killed in a mid-air collision 
between two fight aircraft near 
San Diego, California. 

Senior Aircraftman Mark 
Francis. 27. was on holiday, 
taking a civilian pilot training 
programme. He was thought 
to have been flying solaSenior 
Aircraftnian Francis, who was 
single, was based at RAF 
Akrotiri in Cyprus. 


“OPERATION SPLASHDOWN” 


manoeuvre 


Harrier GR 7 begins 
hover manoeuvre 
prior to landing 
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© Carrier launches rescue 
boat with divers and Son 
King helicopter 
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-. BY Richard Ford,home correspondent 


A -SQUAD -of. immigration 
officers and police is being set - 
ujSL toi ,ta«kles: .flfogal ..entry 
- rackets organised by the Rus- 
'y ri an mafia andGbinese gangs. 

«Ifs ami is to track down and 
.toTestfinenn^eaders.. . . 

v \ Illegal immigration' has 
1 Tiqw become such a sophisti¬ 
cated crime that racketeers 
offer package deals that in¬ 
clude forged . travel docu-: 
ments, tickets* up to three- 
attempts at being smuggled - 
into Britain, ana access to, 
legal a&ribe on the immi¬ 
grants' arrival. r . 

-Mike O'Brien, the Immigra¬ 
tion Minister, said: “There is 
increasing evidence that 
organised crime is behind 
mudi of illegal immigration. 

’ Vast profite tore-being made. If 


- is becoming a.big business to 
bring people into Britain and 

• ether European countries.** 
v- He told a press conference 

at the headquarters of the 
National Criminal . Intelli¬ 
gence Service, which will. 
... spearhead the operation: 
' “There is increasing evidence 

• .that, criminal organisations 
that have previously seen op¬ 
portunities in drugs and pros- 

..titutfon now see new opportu¬ 
nities in illegal immigration. 

“We have got evidence that 
' these who have been traffick¬ 
ing irr heroin are now traffick¬ 
ing in people because of the 
profits there are to be made." 

Mr O’Brien said that there 
was evidence that the Russian 
mafia, Chinese gangs, and 
Nigerian criminals were now 


ROMANIAN FAMILY OF 22 HELD 


TWENTY-TWO members erf a Romanian family who 
had been smuggled into Britain baa loriywere yesterday 
questioned at two police stations after being found 
wandering by thtsa* of the mad/The family, including a 
five-month-old baby and ten other children, were spotted 
by police climbing from the lorry at &20axn aL West 
Thurrock, Essex, a mfle from the M25. 

The adults were being questioned by immigration 
officials before being moved from Rayleigh and Grays 
police stations to temporary accommodation. It is 
believed their lorry had arrived on a ship at Purfket, 
Essex. 


involved in running illegal 
immigration rackets. 

He disclosed that illegal 
immigrants were paying 
$4,000 (about 0,400) for one 
Eurostar ticket while the price 
of complete illegal immigra¬ 
tion deals ranged from £3.000 


to £10,000 per person. Chinese 
people are paying $30,000 for 
a package to enter the United 
States illegally. 

The immigration service 
said that there was increasing 
trade in stolen or forged 
European Union travel docu¬ 


ments, with racketeers using 
Belgian passports and Italian 
identity, documents in 19%. 
and Dutch national passports 
this year. Most* of the recent 
traffi«ddng w m .ill^ai _ immi¬ 
grants r has*mvcifved>. r pe6pfe> 
from China. Turkey and the 
Indian subcontinent. 

Once in this country, illegal 
immigrants find themselves 
forced into prostitution or low- 
paid work such as crop- 
picking. Gan gm asters who 
supply labour to farmers re¬ 
ceive up to £4 an hour for hir¬ 
ing out the illegal immigrants 
but the immigrants them¬ 
selves often get just £1 JO. At 
present, the immigration ser¬ 
vice targets the gangmaster 
rather than the farmer. 

Last year, evidence in a 
court case in central London 
disclosed the links between or¬ 


ganised immigration and pro¬ 
stitution. Brazilian. women 
were brought to'London to 
work as escort girls, arriving 
on forged Portuguese identity 
cards, and were installed .in 
properties in central ftiridan. 
The man behind the racket is 
believed to have made £5 mil¬ 
lion over eight years. 

The organised immigration 
crime section, based at the 
headquarters of the National 
Criminal Intelligence Service 
in Vauxhall, South London, 
will be able to draw on the re¬ 
sources of the police, immigra¬ 
tion service and M15 and MI6. 
John Abbott, Director-Gener¬ 
al of NCIS, said that it would 
aim to provide “timely and 
operable" intelligence to police 
and immigration officers on 
the ground to enable them to 
move against the racketeers. 


Atom test 
claimants 
granted 
European 
hearing 

By Michael Evans 


THREE veterans of British 
atomic bomb tests who daim 
that radiation fallout affected 
their health look their case to 
die European Court of Hu¬ 
man Rights in Strasbourg 
yesterday. 

The tests were held in the 
Pacific and Australia in the 
1950s. Supported by more 
than 100 other veterans, the 
litigants included the daugh¬ 
ter of an RAF airman who 
took part in the nuclear bomb 
test on Christmas Island. She 
suffered from loikaemia as a 
child and is claiming £2 mil¬ 
lion damages from the Minis¬ 
try of Defence, which is 
denying any link between the 
atomic explosions and subse¬ 
quent cancers. 

The European court has 
taken up the case after concern 
was shown by the European 
Commission of Human 
Rights that in pursuing their 
claim against the MoD. the 
veterans had inadequate ac¬ 
cess to the radiation records at 
the time of the tests. 

Although the case in Stras¬ 
bourg relates solely to the 
access to records, the veterans 
hope that a ruling in their 
favour will help them to daim 
compensation from the MoD. 

Ken McGinley. chairman of 
the British Nuclear Tests Vet¬ 
erans’ Association and one of 
the three seeking damages 
against the MoD, said the 
Labour Party in opposition 
had pledged “to support us 
wholeheartedly.But now that 
the Labour Party is in power, 
it has made it dear it is going 
to fight us all the way." 

Yesterday the MoD said 
that two independent reports 
had already conduded that 
the atmospheric nudear bomb 
tests had not had a “detectable 
affect on the participants' ex¬ 
pectation of life nor on their 
developing cancer or other 
fatal diseases". 

The inquiries were held by 
tiie National Radiological Pro¬ 
tection Beard, first in 1988 and 
then in 1993, assisted 
representatives of the Imperi 
Cancer Research Fund, in¬ 
cluding Sir Richard Doll, a 
world authority on cancer. 

The MOD'S case is that the 
“vast majority" of the thou¬ 
sands of servicemen who took 
part in the bomb tests were too 
far away to be affected by 
ionising radiation or fallout. 

The European Court of Hu¬ 
man Rights wiD rule on 
whether the veterans had ac¬ 
cess to the relevant radiation 
records and therefore had a 
fair hearing when they app¬ 
lied for war pensions from the 
Pensions Appeal Tribunal. 

The judgment is expected in 
March. Mr McGinley said: 
"The evidence we have will 
cany us through to victory." 
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Voice of student 
protest reduced 
to mere whisper 


THE TIMES THURSDAY NOVEMBER 27 1997T 

Prices of 
all homes 
rise by 
9 per cent 


STUDENT protest has sunk 
into deep hibernation since the 
heady days of 19b8. when the 
flower of youth occupied the 
London School of Economics, 
or threw cobblestones at 
French riot police. 

It had a brief and bleaiy 
awakening in London yester¬ 
day. when 4 X)00 students 
marched to Speakers’ Comer 
ro protest at the cutting of 
grants and the imposition of 
university fees. The police, 
who have almost forgotten 
how to handle such displays, 
played safe and turned out in 
force, even to the extent of hav¬ 
ing a helicopter overhead. 
They need not have bothered. 

In 1%S the enemy was 
authority in general and univ¬ 
ersity bigwigs in particular. 
Yesterday, the enemy was 
Tony Blair, traitor to socialism 
and bete noire of the splint¬ 
ered far Left. 

Thirty years of subsidised 
education have not done much 
to hone the language of pro¬ 
test. Yesterday's overriding 


Mausoleum 
for Dodi 
approved 

MOHAMED AL FAYED has 
been given permission to build 
an 18ft mausoleum in memory 
of his son, Dodi. on his 226- 
acre estate at Oxted. Surrey. 

Local councillors were ( 
shown plans of the mausole¬ 
um. which is based on a 
traditional Islamic design. 
Tandridge District Council’S 
planning committee made a 
private visit to the estate to see 
the location of the grave. 1 

Final permission still has to 
be given by the Environment 
Secretary, but a spokesman 
for Mr Al Fayed said that no 
problems were expected. 

The mausoleum will be 
faced with red granite with a 
door at each of the four 
cardinal points and a glass 
dome in the roof. Extracts 
from the Koran will be in¬ 
scribed on the interior walls 
and the structure will be able 
to accommodate eight bodies.. 


The Hyde Park 
demo yesterday 
was a far cry 
from 1968, says 

Alan Hamilton 


chant among the marchers 
was: “Education is a right — 
not a privilege. Tony Blair is a 
right — Tory bastard.** 

At least it just about had the 
edge over the alternative cry: 
“What do we want? Free edu¬ 
cation! When do we want it? 
Now!” Banners and slogans 
seemed to have lost their edge 
too. “Grants not fees” is hardly 
gripping, although some cred¬ 
it is due to: “Do it the French 
way. Don't demand — 
occupy." 

The Campaign for Free 
Education, a breakaway frag¬ 
ment of the National Union of 


Students that thinks The par¬ 
ent body has become a Blairite 
poodle, predicted a crowd of 
6,000. They were overoptimis- 
tic, but at least the eventual 
tumour played mild havoc 
with the Marble Arch traffic. 

A harsher world bom of the 
Thatcher era demands that 
students bend over their books 
nowadays rather than take to 
the streets. Leaders of the 
NUS wear suits and cany 
mobile phones. It is left to the 
rump to preserve traditions. 
Rabble-rousers of old have 
turned middle-aged and re¬ 
spectable; Danny the Red is a 
town councillor and Jack 
Straw is Home Secretary. 

There was a time when stu¬ 
dent demos would have attrac¬ 
ted the likes of Tony Benn. 
Yesterday, as the marchers 
gathered in a knot in Hyde 
Park, they were offered the 
star billing of Jeremy Corbyn, 
leftwing Labour MP for Is¬ 
lington North. “We have to 
address the problems of soci¬ 
ety by redistributing wealth. 



Bliss was it in that dawn to be alive? Art college students marching on 10 Downing Street in 1969 


F» the rich," Mr Corbyn 
said. Mr Benn has never been 
given to bad language. 

But the venom of die dispos¬ 
sessed Left was best expressed 
by Jo Cardwell, a member of 
the NUS national executive 
who is clearly out of step with 
her Blairite colleagues. “I 
don’t know what's green about 
Gordon Brown's budget, ex¬ 


Hospital criticised over 
patient who killed wife 


A SERIES of failures in the 
treatment of a severely de¬ 
pressed man. who killed his 
wife and rhen committed sui¬ 
cide after being discharged 
from a hospital's acute psychi¬ 
atric ward, was highlighted in 
a report published yesterday. 

Michael Homer, 52, from 
Lower Darwen, Lancashire, 
had been suffering from acute 
depressive illness since he was 
forced into early retirement 
and harboured paranoid delu¬ 
sions about his wife. 

After a month-long stay, he 
was discharged from the acute 
ward at Queen’s Park Hospi¬ 
tal. Blackburn, on March 26. 
19961 On the following eve¬ 
ning he telephoned the hospi¬ 
tal to say that he had killed his 
wife, HazeL There was a delay 
before staff informed the 
emergency services of the call 
land, by the time police arri- 


By Russell Jenkins 

ved. Mr Homer had hanged 
himself. 

The report, published by the 
East Lancashire Health Au¬ 
thority. criticised the Black- 
bum, Hyndbum and Ribble 
Valley Health Care NHS 
Trust for a failure in com¬ 
munications between health 
staff. Mr Homer’s medical 
condition had not been cor¬ 
rectly diagnosed and had not 
been taken seriously enough. 

The report was especially 
critical that he was left without 
a primary nurse for the last 12 
days of his hospital stay. It 
said his discharge was a 
“misjudgmenr. 

By the time of the discharge 
Mr Homer's marriage had 
broken down; Mrs Homer 
had obtained a legal sepant- 
non and was preparing to 
move out of the house. She 
was not .informed by the 


hospital that her husband had 
been released and was pack¬ 
ing when he arrived. The 
inquiry concluded that the 
discharge at such a time was 
“unfortunate and probably 
contributed to her death". 

A full risk assessment of Mr 
Homer should have been 
made before his discharge 
because he had attempted and 
threatened suicide while an in¬ 
patient, the report said. 

One of the couple's daugh¬ 
ters. Lisa Rawtinson, 31, said 
her mother might still be alive 
if adequate procedures had 
been followed. She said: “Her 
death could have been pre¬ 
vented by one telephone call." 

John Thomas, chief execu¬ 
tive of the trust, apologised to 
the family and said that Mr 
Homer’s inpatient care had 
fallen below acceptable 
standards. 
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cept it makes you want to 
puke.” she yelled into the 
microphone. And another 
soundbite: “All Tony Blair is 
interested in is banning tobac¬ 
co — the disgusting tittle 
creep." Tobacco was, in the 
circumstances, a relevant is¬ 
sue. In 1968 the crowd would 
have been sharing interesting 
substances; yesterday one 


group of pro testers was hand¬ 
ing round a pack of Marlboro, 
a brand not unconnected with 
Formula One motor-racing. 

Some things do not change. 
That great political survivor. 
Socialist Worker, was-on sale 
at all points, although nowa¬ 
days it faces stiff competition 
from other journals of the far 
Left 


Ms Cardwell was not bom in 
the Sbales but someone had 
dearly told her about them. A 
mite disappointed at the turn¬ 
out. she announced: “We 
didn’t have demonstrations of 
this size in 1967. We are going 
up and "up and up." But quite 
a few of the marchers had 
already dispersed in search of 
food, drink or the coach home. 


By Rachel Kelly 

the average price of a terrace 
house is £60257, a rise in a 
year of 934 per cent. Hie 
Land Registry figures for the 
three months to the end of 
September, released yester¬ 
day, show that prices are soil 
rising for al I types of property. 1 

Prices of detached houses' 
are up S.85 per cent'over the: 
past year, to E12I.0S2. Prices of. 
semi-detached houses are up? 
9.2 per cent to £69,899, and-, 
prices of flats and maisonettes.' 
have gone up by 8.98 per cenr 
to £72303. 

' The most expensive county-.- 
or unitary authority surveyed 
by the Land Registry is Sutt-; 
rey, where the average houscr. 
costs EI37246. The cheapest 
average house is to befound in- . 
Kingston upon Hull, at- 
£36.436. v..r 

Prices are still rising across . 
London. The capital’s cheap-- 
est borough is Barking and: 
Dagenham, where the aver-5 
age house costs £57,911. Ken?*. 1 
sington and Chelsea is the ■ 
most expensive London borv: 
ough; the average house thoe- - 
costs £287310. A \ 
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see their quariy 
on the horizon 


By Philip Webster, political editor 
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labour mps woi tum our 
a* Westminster in their hun¬ 
dreds tomorrow to vote Cor a 
jSp. that has Yirtuafiy. no 
fiance of becoming law. But 
those who stay on at the 
Commons to back Michad 
Poster’s attempt 'to outlaw 
hunting with dogs, rather 
than beginning their constitu¬ 
ency weekend, can expect their 
best signal yet that victory 
could be only two years away. 

The most keenly attended 
speaker in t om or r ow’s pas¬ 
sion-filled debate will not be 
Mr Foster, the MP far Worces¬ 
ter, whose Private Member’s 
Bill will be under consider¬ 
ation, but George Howarth, a 
junior Home Office Minister. 
Mr Howarth will drop a 
broad hint that if Mr Foster’s 
ifaill fails—which it surely will 
©ecause the Government can¬ 
not afford to give it time — 
other Legislative opportunities 
could arise in the next session 
of Parliament 

His message will be that if 
his boss Jack Straw is fortu¬ 
nate enough to win a slot in 
the pariiamentaiy timetable 
beginning next autumn for a : 
CriminaL Justice BiH. it will 
not be impossible to amend it 
witha proposal to ban hunting. 

Such a move would; signal 
the'end of the fight hy'pro- 
hunting campaigners, tosave 
then 1 ' centurieskrtd pursuit —. 
because for the first time a ■ 


government would be commit¬ 
ted id forcing through an anti- 
hunting measure. If Mr Straw 
did not want to lose his whole 
Bill he wonid take oh Tbiy 
opposition, particularly in the 
Lords, to force it tluough- . 

Labour's anti-hunting MPs 
are unhappy with the way the 
Government has handled the 
issue. Those-who felt that the 
. party had. In Opposition, giv¬ 
en an implicit promise of 
pariiameniaiytime in govern¬ 
ment have spoken ofbetrayaL 
But in recent weeks that mood 
has given way to optimism — 
encouraged by nods . and 
winks to the leading cam¬ 
paigners —that ministers now 
accept that the-clear majority 
in the country and the Com¬ 
mons for a ban -must be 
respected. 

Many ministers wish that 
Tony Blah' would put-an end 
to afl the-doubts fay announc¬ 
ing categorically that Labour 
wffl ensure, erne way or 
another, - that hunting is 
banned during the present 
Parliament. That way, they 
believe, he will recover the - 
credit that has been eroded 
because of an impression of 
vacillation an the subject 

There are even some MPS 
who still harbour the hope 
that Mr Blair will order an 
about-turn -and tell the busi¬ 
ness managers, even at this 
late stage, to help the Foster 


Bill through. Because there 
are no signs of either eventual¬ 
ity at the moment, anti-hunt 
. MPs are being urged to tum 

up tomorrow to ensure the 
biggest possible majority for 
the Bill. The Government has 
too much on its plate for the 
remainder of this session to be 
able seriously to countenance 
help for Mr_Foster. 

The4art defence of hunting, 
therefore, mil be mounted in 
the House of Lords, almost 
certainly during 1999. 

AX that time the hereditary 
peerage — which includes 326 
Tories and 205 crossbenchers 
—wiH be ctose to ejection from 
the Upper House. A Bill to 
strip them of then- voting 
rights is expected in die 1998- 
99 session as well. 

The Government might use 
the opposition erf peers to a 
ban on hunting as further 
ammunition for their deci¬ 
sion to emasculate the 
hereditaries. 

But for the anti-hunting 
peer there will be nothing to 
lose. What better for their last 
hurrah than a stand-up fight 
in support of a pursuit loved 
by many? A senior Conserva¬ 
tive peer said this week that 
many ofthem would “go to the 
wine and die for a fine cause". 
Yet with .the weight of the. 
Labour Government trained 
on titan it would be a battle - 
that in the end they must lose. 



Labour MP Dan Norris, with his mount Dolly, enjoyed his 20 minutes with the Mendip Hunt but says he will still vote to ban it on Friday 

Anti MP on a fact-finding slow foxtrot 


By Simon de Bruxelles 

FOG shrouded the eastern flanks of 
the Mendips as Dan Norris. MP for 
Wansdybe. and his pony Dolly trailed 
slowly up die hillside in the paw prints 
of the load foxhounds. 

The Labour member’s attempt to 
find out more about hunting in 
advance of Friday’s vote on a Bill to 
ban it had not got off to a good start 

First his red Ford Sierra broke 
down and he arrived in the field above 
the village of Westbuiy«ub-Mendip 
on die borrowed while mare half an 
hour late. 

A hunt follower pointed out the red-' 


jacketed riders disappearing over the 
skyline and Mr Norris set off in 
pursuit at something less than want¬ 
ing pace. “What’s he think he’s doing, 
hunting snails?", someone sneered. 

Then he had to tum around in order 
to get back to the House for urgent 
parliamentary business. Time in the 
saddle: less than 20 minntes. 

The cynics pointed out drat what Mr 
Norris missed in first-hand experi¬ 
ence, be more than made up for in 
photo opportunity. But most were 
prepared to give the MP credit for at 
least accepting their invitation to ride 
with the bounds and find out exactly 
what it is be hopes to ban. 


The Mendip Hunt, which has 
chased foxes across the windswept 
Somerset hills since 1760, will soon 
reach the end of the trail if Mr Norris 
has his way. He intends to vote in 
favour of Michael Foster's private 
member’s Bill banning hunting with 
hounds because, he says, that Is what 
the majority of his constituents want 

Mr Norris, 37, a Quaker who 
entered Parliament at the last election, 
said: "Is it civilised behaviour, at the 
end of the 20th century, to pursue wild 
animals with hounds? I don't think it 
is and l*m voting accordingly.' 

But as he followed the hounds, Mr 
Norris seemed to catch some of the 


fervour of the hunL He said: “I had 
never been on a hunt before and I can 
now understand the attraction. I was 
only there a few minutes but I saw a 
fox. Many people don’t see a fox all 
day. The hunt is full of pageantry and 
history and it's very exciting to be 
riding in the countryside. But I will 
still vote against fox- hunting on 
Friday." 

Chns Payne; joint master of the 
Mendip fox hounds, said if the hunt 
were forced to close several jobs would 
go and the hounds would have to be 
put down. He added: "We came out 
here for a spot of hunting not to 
arrange a PR exercise for Mr Norris." 


Campaigners exchange accusations of propaganda trickery 



-By Michael Hornsby 

COUNTRYSIDE CORRESPONDENT 

SUPPORTERS and opponents 
of hunting accused each other of 
.chiemeiy and misrepresents 
-tion yesterday as they used ad¬ 
vertising barges on the Thames 
-in. get their message to MPs 
preparing to vote' on Michael 
Raster's Private Members BDL 
: A barge with the Slogan “73 
per cent say ban hunting" (based 
on an opinion poll) appeared op¬ 
posite ParHanient on behalf of 
the Carnpaign for the Protection 
of ' Hunted Animals. . Their 
. opponents, the Countryside Alfi- 
-faftre, have hired a barge which 


will appear today, displaying the 
slogan “The Countryside says 
NO to Foster's Bill”. 

- The anti-hunting campaign, a 
coalition of the RSPCA, the 
League Against Cruel Sports 
and the International Fund for 
Animal Welfare, is estimated to 
have spent up to £2 million on 
newspaper advertisements and 
.posters. The Countryside Alli¬ 
ance admits - to spending 
£135,000 on newspaper adver¬ 
tisements -and posters; their 
barge will cost a further £10,000. 

Huntsmen yesterday acc u s e d 
the RSPCA of misleading the 
public with a newspaper adver¬ 
tisement that. appeared this 


month showing a disembowel¬ 
led fax and suggesting that 
hounds normally kill then prey 
in tins way. Hie RSPCA stood by 
the advertisement yesterday. A 
spokeswoman, said: “We believe 
we can substantiate all our 
claims, which are folly research¬ 
ed by our wildlife department 
and by independent academics." 

John Pugsley, of the Dulvenon 
West hunt in Devon, which kill¬ 
ed the fax in the picture, said: - 
The fox had gene to ground and 
was dug out by terriers and shot 
deanly with a humane killer, a 
pistol, before being thrown to the 
hofmdsMf bounds kill, they do it 
by a bite fothe back of the neck 


in a few seconds and nor by 
disembowelling." 

There was also controversy 
over a photograph that appeared 
on the front page of a newspaper 
this week purporting to show a 
pile of antlers from stags shot 
recently by farmers in the West 
Country. It was offered as evi¬ 
dence that farmers, fearing da¬ 
mage to their crops, had been 
shooting far more deer than 
usual after the refusal of the 
National Trust and the Forestry 
Commission to renew deer-hunt¬ 
ing licences on Exmoor and in 
the Quantock Hills. 

Kevin Saunders, of the League 
Against Cruel Sports, said: “It 


looks as if this story has been put 
about by pro-hunt fanners, to 
show what will happen to deer if 
hunting is banned. I would not 
put it past some fanners to shoot 
more deer to spite the National 
Trust, but if you look at the 
picture, it appeals that same af 
the antlers are quite old. and not 
from deer shot recently." 

Robert Rowe, a farmer who 
hunts with the Quantock Stag- 
hounds. said he could not vouch 
for the truth of the picture, and 
had not shot any deer himself, 
but believed that up to 80 stags 
had been shot since September, 
compared with about ten over 
the same period in recent years. 



The RSPCA advert’s savaged 
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to streamline 



Church executive 



Wild mink 
devour 
Scottish * 
seabirds 



By Nick NuttaLL 


By Ruth Gledhjll, religion correspondent 


REFORMERS who want the 
size of the General Synod of 
the Church of England re¬ 
duced by a third and layers of 
bureaucracy abolished yester¬ 
day cleared the first hurdle to 
their plans becoming law. 

After a debate at Church 
House. Westminster, the syn¬ 
od voted narrowly to “take 
note" of the report of a four- 
year review chaired by Lord 
Bridge of Harwich. The pro¬ 
posals. described by Canon 
Hugh Wilcox, of St Albans, as 
a “gadarene rush to turn the 
Church of England into the re¬ 
ligious division of McDonalds 
or the National Health Ser¬ 
vice", include a recommenda¬ 
tion to reduce the 570-strong 
synod ro 390 members. 

The report proposes abol¬ 
ishing the historic convoca¬ 
tions of Canterbury and York, 
the bodies which preceded the 
synod as a form of church 
government and can still de¬ 
bate contentious issues. The 
Archbishop of York. Dr David 
Hope, was among those who 
expressed concern at such a 
move. The report also recom¬ 
mends removing deanery syn¬ 
ods from the electoral process 


for the synod, in effect con¬ 
signing them to oblivion. 

Attempts to have the report 
thrown out yesterday were un¬ 
successful, and it is now likely 
to be debated throughout the 
Church, which is already 
making changes to the way it 
it governed by setting up a 
central, policy-making “Arch¬ 
bishops' Council"- Eventually, 
it could return to the synod in 
some form of legislation. 

Dr Hope said that the 
elimination of the convoca¬ 
tions of Canterbury and York 
would diminish the separate 
influence of the two provinces. 
“If we are really seeking some 
direction for our future, then 
we must be careful to propose 
some sense of continuity with 
our past." he said. 

Canon Wilcox, vicar of St 
Mary the Virgin. Ware, Hert¬ 
fordshire, said that some 
people had no sense of history 
and wanted to remove any¬ 
thing which spoke of the past. 
“We must reject these destruc¬ 
tive impulses which are so out 
of touch with feeling in both 
Church and nation about the 
need to hear and respect 
regional sensitivities, to give 


place to minorities, to be 
faithful to tradition." 

The proposals were "un¬ 
sound, unacceptable and un¬ 
timely”. he said. “High on the 
list of God* gracious gills to 
the Church of England are its 
parish dergy, its laity, its 
diversity, its history and its 
traditions. This unacceptable 
report is an attack on all of 
than,” he said. “What is pro¬ 
posed would lead to church 
government which would give 
more power to the c en tre and 
less to the parishes. Parish 
priests, archdeacons and 
deans would have to fight for 
seats m a rump of a synod 
which will lack authority be¬ 
cause it will be neither repre¬ 
sentative nor comprehensive.” 

But Canon Bob Baker, a 
member of the review body, 
said the principles of synodi¬ 
cal government were widely 
accepted. “But there is scope 
for improvement and we be¬ 
lieve that it is time for some re¬ 
form of the system. .. A small¬ 
er synod will encourage more 
effective representation, as 
well as having benefit in 
terms of cost, demands on 
time and ease of organisation.” 









Caroline Williams with the 52-year-old pet bequeathed by Donald Moss, her village neighbour, below 


Tortoise owner shells out 


£50,000 legacy for its care 


By Tim Jones 


A TORTOISE called Big 
Tibby will never want for 
lettuce after its millionaire 
owner left a neighbour 
£50,000 to look after the 52- 
year-old pet, together with 
Billy, a cocker spanieL 
Donald Moss left the 
money and the animals to 
Caroline Williams, whose 
kindness meant that his fear 
of ending bis days in a home 
was not realised. For the last 


few years of his life. Mr Moss 
was virtually housebound. 
However, he was able to 
remain at borne in Butfey 
Town, Cheshire, because Mrs 
Williams and her family in 
the cottage next door cared for 
him, cleaned his home, did 
his shopping, and ensured he 
was never alone. 

Yesterday, Mrs W illiams 
described Mr Moss, who was 
80. as a perfect gentleman. 
She said: “He used to dress 
every day in his tie, waistcoat 


and suit He was a very kind 
man who did not have a harsh 
word for anyone. I loved hn» 
very modi.” • 

Mr Moss provided legacies 
for her husband, David, and 
(heir daughter, Emfly, 20. Mr 
W illiams will inherit a prized 
shotgun wfajQe Emily, who is 
reading classics at Cam-, 
bridge, has been left a pad- 
dock that is home for a pet 
sheep, a tame fowl and exotic 
birds. 

Mr Moss named the : tor¬ 



toise. after, a street in 
Manchester. He made his 
fortune as The director of a 
Stockport company founded 
' by his fattier to make mat¬ 
tresses. Most of his estate goes 
to family members. 
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COMPUTERS have helped to 
prove that male dinosaurs 
were able to woo their part¬ 


ners and intimidate rivals by 
cracking their long tails like 
bulhvhips. . 

claim, first-put forward 
by Professor R. McNeil Alex¬ 
ander of Leeds University, has 
been followed up by Nathan 
Myhrvold, from the software 
compare Microsoft, who used 
computers to simulate the tails 
of die giant sauropods and 
show the feat was possible. 

Using a bullwhip bought 
from a supplier in Seattle. Dr 
Myhrvold used his computer 
to confirm that a wave gener¬ 
ated a X the baseofa dinosaur’s 
40ft tail oouid exceed die speed 
of sound by the time it readied 


the tip. producing, in __ 
miniature sonic boom. Re 


I ■ i I I I ■ 


sauropods and found that the 
tail vertebrae were longest 
about a quarter of the way 
down, a known site of strain in 
a whip- Half the fossils had 
fused vertebrae at this point, 
which can result from an 


injury, 

He believes that the fossils 


were males, who whipped up 
a frenzy with their rails in 
displays of sexual availability 
or aggression. “Males 
whipped their tails to get a 
date.” he told New Scientist. 

Professor Alexander said: “I 
put the idea forward with my 
tongue in my cheek, bur I’m 
delighted it is possible.” £ 


£59 
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WILD mink are killing more 
than half the seabirds on the 
west coast trf Scotland, accord¬ 
ing to a new study. The 
finding challenges assertions 
■by some scientists that the 
mink, a native of North Amer¬ 
ica that has escaped from for 
forms, has little or no effect on 
British wildlife. 

Clive Craik. a biologist whljf 
the Scottish Association bM 
Marine Science at Duns- 
taffnage. near Oban, daims 
mink are behind a fall in the 
population of common terns 
along 1,000 kilometres of 
coastline between Maflaigarid 
Campbeltown. New Scientist 
magazine reports his findings 
that over the past ten years, 
the number of breeding pairs 
has fallen from 1.839 to 1,023. 
The number of breeding pairs 
of common gulls in the area 
has dropped from 1.138 to 799 
and bfadtheaded gulls from 
630 to 303 since 1989. 

Mr Craik says that popula¬ 
tions of -these spedes have 
increased slightly at site& 
where-mink are absent bur 
have declined sharply at-the 
sites where mink, which eat 
chicks and eggs and have no 
natural predators, are found. 

The researcher also notes 
that on 15 mink-infested in¬ 
shore islands, seabird num¬ 
bers have fallen by more than 
90 per cent In some cases 
colonies have failed to breed or 
have disappeared. 
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By Ian Murray •. 

'MEDICAL CORRESPONDENT i 

THE legal age for buying 
4 &rigareaes is likely to be raised 
wom 16 id 18 next year in 
-legislation aimed at anting 
tobacco consumption, Tessa 
Jowdl, the Public Health Min¬ 
ister, said yesterday. 

• She told the ' Commons 
.Health Select Committee that 
the priority was to reduce the. 
number of teenagers and 
children who start smoking. 

■ because "getting young people 
hooked before they are 2Q_is 
the surest way of. making 
certain they go rat smoking 
throughout their adult life”. 

That was why the Govern¬ 
ment wanted to ban tobacco 
advertising and .to stop spons- 
. orship, which linked a glam- 
- «frarcms sporting life to smoking. 

- To that end she was conduct- 
. ing intensive negotiations with 

the European Commission 
and other EU" states in -the 
hope of agreeing' cm a Euro¬ 
pean directive bringing in 

- such a ban, she said. 

The issue is to come before a 
. health council meeting in 
Brussels next Thursday; but 
even if the EU failed to agree a 


SMOKERS who claim~ 
that the firstcigarette of 
the day is die most . 
enjoyable are profiting 

from anightfs 

. abstention (Nigd Hawkes 
writes}. New findings . 
show that not smoking far 
a few boors allows 
meptoisintfacbmirflitl 
; a t provide the enjoyment 
:W' to recover their sensitivity. 
J “ As afesolt die first 
3 jrafis in.the monring 

I "provide.a high that no 
I subsequent cigarette can 

^ match. 

T ' ..A team led by Dr John ' 
Dani of Baylor College of 
Medicine in Houston, 
a ^reports in Nature that the 

\ effect of nicotine, fike 


“Tlierc could then be an 


JowtS: no retreat on 
tobacco sponsorship 

directive the Government 
wouki bring in legislation next 
year to honour ns manifesto 
pledge to cut tobaqbo con¬ 
sumption; Ms JcnveD said. ‘ 
“We are looking at tncreas- 
ing the age of purchase so that 
it is common with that of 
alcohoL" Tobacconists would 
welcome the change, because 
it would , make it easier for 
them to know .whether a 
customer was old enough.. 

“The critical age for starting 
to smoke is . probably 12 or 13 
and children of that age may 
look 16, bur not IS,” she said.. 


that of cocaine and 
morphine, is to increase 
the amounts of the 
mood chemical dopamine 

in the brain. The 
pleasure experienced is 
the basis for the - 
addictive qualities of 
tobacco. 

Nicotine has two 
distinct cffecta oh brain 
cells. The first is to 
activate them, producing 
(he pleasurable 
r esponse that makes 
smoking hard to give 
up.'Second.prol on ged 
ctposure to nicotine 
desens itis es die cdfa; so 
that morcand more 
cigarettes are needed to 
get the same “buzz". 


both aknhol and cigarettes. 

“Tins is not about bossy and 
inmisroe government It.is 
about''doing what we can to 

prefect children from die 

harm that tobacco and smok¬ 
ing-does. One measure alone 
wffl not be adequate to reduce 
. the scale of reduction ws want 

to achieve." • 

Regidations about where 
cigarette machines were 
placed and how the health 
warnings were displayed 
would be included in a White 
Paper on cutting tobacco con¬ 
sumption, which will be pub¬ 
lished next year. Health 
education in schools should be 
focused oh the dangers of 
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lished next year. Health Chris Smith inside the building with Sir Timothy Sainsbury. trust chairman, right, and Lord Rothschild, left 
education in schools should be 

Somerset House enters new era 

Gcfire rnmc nt would keep its 

®£rS3?E of culture with £10m lottery grant 

Financial Secretary to the C7 


Ms JFovueil said tint the 
Government would keep its 
election premise to raise cigar¬ 
ette prices every year by 5 per 
cent .Dawn. Primarokx the 
Financial Secretary to die 
Treasury, was looking always 
to stop tobacco smuggling. 

Ms JoweB spent over an 
hour before the committee try¬ 
ing to convince members tint 
the Government had not 
caved m at the 6rst confronta¬ 
tion with Formula One lead¬ 
ers. Committee members won- 
dered how she could support a 
pe rman e nt exemption for the 
sport when not tong ago she 
was one of foe most passionate : 
members behind, a unani¬ 
mous report calling fora ban 
on all tobacco sponsorship. . 

“Our efforts have been spent 
in establishing a way in which 
our manifesto promises canbe 

converted into practical reali¬ 
ty. We don't want to agree' 
something and then find there 
are loopholes.” she said. The 
Gove rn ment was not retreat¬ 
ing from its election promise, 
but was; trying to negotiate a 
directive that would be as 
effective as possible. 

Audrey Wise. Labour MP 
for fteston, was unmpressed. 
“At .bottom, if you are lag. 
enough and powerful enough 
and make enough threats you 
can get your way." she said. 


By Marcus Binney 

TWENTY-FIVE years of 
campaigmng came to a trium¬ 
phant conclusion yesterday 
when the lease of one of 
London's grandest govern¬ 
ment buBdmgs, the 18th-cen¬ 
tury Somerset House, was 
handed ova- to a new trust 
with a £10 million Heritage 
Lottery Fund grant to open it 
to the public and create a new 
home for major art collec¬ 
tions. 

Some aspects of the plan 
are likely to prove controver- 
siaL including ^ cutting down 
or lopping plane trees along 
die Embankment as well as 
possfcrfy enclosing the mag- 
mficefft 450fHoug river tpr- 
race in glass so that it is 
suitable for use all year 
round. 

Somerset House was built 
as gov ern ment offices to the 
designs of Sir Wflliara Cham¬ 
bers, the architectural tutor to 
George 111. Yesterday its lease 
was handed over by the 
Culture Secretary, - Chris 
Snritik to the Sconersd.House 
trust The trust plans to make 



Somerset House was built between 1776 and 1801 


the courtyard, used by the 
Inland Revenue as a car park, 
available for a range of public 
events, from concerts to open- 
air film showings and fashion 
shows.. 

Marquees will be erected 
for special occasions and the 
courtyard repaved in cobbles. 
Sir Timothy Sainsbury, the 
chairman, said: “We hope to 
have tiie cars out by next year. 
Tins is London's finest open- 
air living room and we are 
open to suggestions as to bow 
the courtyard can best be 
used." By 2000 the south 


front overlooking the Thames 
will become home to the 
Gilbert collection of gold and 
silver, which in recent years 
has been on loan to Los 
Angeles County Museum, 
which fought hard to retain it 
Lord Rothschild, chairman 
of the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
said: “This is the largest 
bequest of its kind, containing 
a thousand pieces including 
fine gold and silver lost to the 
nation when export licences 
were granted because die 
money could not be raised to 
save them.” The building 


could also become home to 
the Werner collection from 
Luton Hoo country house in 
Bedfordshire. 

The river terrace of Somer¬ 
set House should be open to 
the public for the first time by 
2000, allowing Londoners to 
enjoy a panorama stretching 
from die dome of St Paul's to 
(he Houses of Parliament 

Simon Jenkins, me of the 
trustees who launched the 
campaign to open Somerset 
House to the public 25 years 
ago. said: “The trees are a real 
problem. They shut out the 
view of the South Bank from 
the terrace and hide the 
splendour of Somerset 
House's architecture from 
across the river. The outer row 
along die river should go, the 
inner row could simply be 
lopped." 

Peter Inskip, the architect 
for the scheme, said: “Old 
views show that when the 
Victoria Embankment was 
created in the mid-19th centu¬ 
ry, it was dear of trees 
exposing the whole length of 
Somerset House along the 
river." 


Legacy of 
Marx to 
benefit 
from new 
rapital 

By Damian Whitworth 


THE Iqjacy of Karl Marx is 
alive, well and thanks co a 
National Lottery handout 
should continue to thrive in its 
18th century London home. 
The Marx Memorial Library 
in Cler ken well Green, popular 
today with writers and think¬ 
ers of all political persuasions, 
was granted £359,000 yester¬ 
day to help to tell the world 
about socialism. 

The library', housed in a 
building where Marx's First 
International used to meet and 
from where Lenin ediied his 
newspaper Iskra, will use the 
money to catalogue its 150,000 
books and pamphlets and pur 
them on the Internet. The 
library relies on the memory 
of its curator, Tish Newland, 
to guide readers to The materi¬ 
al they require. 

“That'S not ideal. There'S no 
point me sitting in the middle 
of this wonderful collection. 
It's got to be used," she said. 
The library includes early 
socialist journals and tracts 
unavailable elsewhere, and 
books on all brands of social¬ 
ism including a first edition of 
Marx's DasKapital signed by 
Friedrich Engels. 

The grant will also be used 
for drastically needed mainte¬ 
nance work — the bonks are 
stored on shelves constructed 
from 1940s packing cases. 
Such improvements should 
make the library a little more 
comfortable for the scholars 
who travel from around the 
world to study there. 

Some unlikely figures are 
fans of the library. Lord Wyatt 
of Weefqrd said: “Its historical 
value increases yearly." Edwi- 
na Currie, die' novelist and 
former Conservative MP, said 
it was “amazing". “Anyone 
who loves political history and 
the foundations, the way in 
which political thoughts start 
and political movements are 
driven along has got to feel 
that they're in a temple here.” 

The author Peter Ackroyd 
said die library was the most 
important collection of polit¬ 
ical literature in the country. 
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Labour MPs tell 
minister to save 
threatened pits 

The Government is accused of doing too little, too 
late to save coal industry, Polly Newton reports . 


THE Government faced criti¬ 
cism from its own backbench¬ 
ers yesterday for doing too 
little to protect Britain's coal 
mines. 

During a Commons debate 
on the mining industry. John 
Battle, the Energy Minister, 
was urged by his own side to 
prevent further pit closures. 
He was accused by one Lab¬ 
our MP of failing to state 
dearly the Government's 
policy. 

About 5.000 jobs in the coal 
industry are under threar as 
RJB Mining, the country’s 
principal mine operator, pre¬ 
pares to dose up to ten pits 
because of a shrinking market 
for its coal. A deal announced 
yesterday to supply 18 million 
tonnes to National Power over 
three years from March is not 
expected to stop the closures. 

Mr Battle, replying for the 
Government at the end of the 
debate, ruled out any state 
subsidy for RJB. However, he 
announced an investigation 
into gas supply contracts 
which force power generators 
to use gas even when it might 
be cheaper for them to bum 
coal. 

"If there is a distortion to 
competition here... I want to 
see it put right quickly.” Mr 
Battle said, "Our primary aim 
is to ensure that the mining 
industry and coal can play an 
important part in our energy 
supplies as we move into the 
next century." 

Calls for government action 
were led by Paddy Tipping. 
Labour MP for Sherwood, 
who said that many hard¬ 
working miners faced another 
Christmas and new year of 
uncertainty. Mr Tipping, 
parliamentary aide to the 
Home Secretary, said the 
Government should ensure 
that the coal industry survived 
and prospered. He said he 
accepted that there was little 


that could be done in the short 
term. 

“[ am surprised that people 
should expect a new Labour 
Government to offer subsidies 
to the private sector,” he said. 
But he added that there were 
decisions that could be taken 
now to protect the long-term 
future of the industry, such as 
a three-year ban on the build¬ 
ing of gas-fuelled power 
stations. 

Without the right action 
now. he said, "we oould see the 
final demise of the coal indus¬ 
try. and we will be dependent 
eventually on nuclear and 
renewable energy and gas". 

Mr Tipping — who as a 
parliamentary private secre¬ 
tary is expected to be fully 


NATIONAL POWER 
SIGNS COAL DEAL 


Britain's biggest indepen¬ 
dent coal producer. RJB 
Mining, yesterday signed a 
deal to sdl National Power 
up to 18 milli ons tonnes of 
coal over the next three 
years. The deal ends 
months of an certainty for 
the company, which is now 
likely to annoooce before 
Christmas the closure of 
between eight and ten pits, 
involving the loss of up to 
5.000 jobs, nnless the 
Government alters the pros¬ 
pects for the coal 
industry. 

The Government, which 
will next week face a Trade 
and Industry Select Com¬ 
mittee inquiry into tbe 
future of coal yesterday 
began an investigation into 
take-orpay gas contracts 
for smaller generators. Tbe 
contracts mean that they 
cannot resell gas even if that 
is more profitable than 
burning it to produce 
electricity. 


supportive of the Government 
— said that people would not 
invest in coal unless they knew 
the Government’s policy. He 
told Mr Battle: "1 wish you 
would say more dearly, more 
loudly, what you are doing. I 
don't think your voice is bong 
heard in the coalfield 

communities." 

Eric Clarke (Lab, Midlothi¬ 
an), a former miner, said: 
"Our children and our chil¬ 
dren’s children will not thank 
us if we don't deal with the 
problem now." 

Kevin Barron (Lab, Rather 
Valley), also a former miner, 
criticised the Government for 
giving the go-ahead to more 
gas-fired power stations, “f 
nave to say to you. we did say 
in opposition that we would 
not license new gas-fired pow¬ 
er stations.” 

Denis Murphy (Lab, Wans- 
beck), said that the Tories' 
privatisation of the mines was 
the root of the problem. “Ask¬ 
ing RJB to look after ypur coal¬ 
mining industry is like asking 
I meld a Marcos to look after 
your shoe shop. You should 
expect it to be stripped bare by 
the time you get it bade." 

Michael Fallon. Shadow 
Trade and Industry Minister, 
said that Mr Battle was con¬ 
cerned only about his own 
public relations. "He is happy 
to see 5,000 jobs disappear 
before the end of this financial 
year, provided it’s done in an 
orderly way." 

He said Mr Battle was 
presiding over the rundown of 
the collieries. “If we don't get 
some action today, this will be 
the first in a whole series of 
debates about dosure after 
closure." He told him: “If you 
have got any credibility left, it 
is time now for you to an¬ 
nounce to the House that you 
have a dear polity." 

Job losses, page 25 




» 



Field’s privacy 

By Carol Mkdgley, media correspondent 


Yvette Cooper: divided loyalties for the MP of a Yorkshire mining constftuency 

Blairite forced to dig in 


By Nicholas Watt 

A RISING new Labour star 
who swept to victory in a 
coalmining constituency in 
the heartlands of Arthur 
Scargill’s NUM has found 
herself in the uncomfortable 
position of criticising tbe Gov¬ 
ernment for failing to do 
enough to save the industry. 

Yvette Cooper. 28. has had 
to respond to growing anger 
in her Yorkshire constituency 
by placing the interests of her 
electors above her Blairite 
instincts to toe the party line. 

As scores of miners, indud- 
ing a delegation from the 


Prince of Wales colliery in. her 
Pontefract and Castleford 
constituency, descended on 
Parliament on Tuesday to 
lobby MPs, Ms Cooper called 
for greater government action 
to save thousands of mining 
jobs at risk. 

In a series of interviews she 
said: "These .are privatised 
companies but tbe Govern¬ 
ment has to make sure there is 
a level playing field. It is a 
good, competitive industry 
and we must look at the fu¬ 
ture, ten or 20 years down the 
line." Ms Cooper, 28, spoke 
out after John Battle, the 
Energy Minister, admitted 


that the Government was 
powerless to intervene. 

* Friends of Ms Cooper, a 
former economics journalist 
who is highly regarded by the 
Labour leadership, joked on 
Tuesday night that she felt so 
guilty for criticising the Gov¬ 
ernment that she then lav¬ 
ished praise on the Chancel¬ 
lor's Pre-Budget Report On 
the same afternoon as the 
aimers’ lobby, Ms Cooper 
described Gordon Brown's 
statement as “wonderful". 
Her support for Mr Brown no 
doubt delighted her fiancfc Ed 
Balls, who is the Chancellor's 
closest adviser. . . 


THE .BBC consumer, 
gramme Watchdog’ has 
reprimanded after it secretly, 
filmed a' group of MPS on a 
£40,00(>“jaunt" to Chile! 

' The Broadcasting Stan¬ 
dards .Commission .fcfly’ VP - 
held a complaint from Frank 
Field, the Soda} Security Min¬ 
ister, who said his, arid his : 
colleagues', privacy had been ' 
invaded by Watchdog cam¬ 
eramen in Santiago. -.' •?. 

In its report, the conunis- 

sion said viewers may. have 
been left with the hnpression- 
that the members of the Sodal 
Security Select Committee 
were on a junket when in fact 
“Watchdog found the MPs to 
be hard working and found no 
evidence that the visit was a 
waste of taxpayers' money". 
They had visited Chile on a 
fact finding mission to discov¬ 
er how the country's pensions 
system works. 

The programme, presented 
by Anne Robinson, followed 
the MP!s in September last 
year to question whether the 
trip was justified. It secretly 
filmed them at Heathrow air¬ 
port, on beard the plane, in . 
their hotel lobby sand, on the 
streets of Santiago; 

Mr Field, who was chair¬ 
man of the sdert committee at 
die time, said it was the BBC 
that was wasting public 
money by following the MPs 
in the first place at the licence 
payers'expense.'' 

The commission accepted 
that it was legitimate for 
programme makers to investi¬ 
gate tiie use of public funds 
but said this particular inqui¬ 
ry was “ill-conceived" and 
formed an unfair impression 
that the MPs were enjoying a 
jaunt atthepubGcVexperise. 

“The adverse impression. 

. was compounded fay the com¬ 
mentary, and the item’s sub¬ 
stitution of a light-hearted. 
tone for research and serious _ 
inquiry did little-to mitigate 
the unfairness", the report 
said. It added that . MPS eft-., 
gaged on public business 
would normally be' prepared 
to accept reasonable public 
scrotiny.-“But the secret film- ■ 


mg by Watchdog on at least 
four occasions did infringe the 
privacy of Mr Field and his 
colleagues on the select com¬ 
mittee. Since the film exposed 
no wrongdoing, and there 
was no reason to suppose that 
It would do so, the infringe¬ 
ment of privacy was unwar¬ 
ranted." 

A spokesman for Mr Held, 

• said: "He is glad and very 
reassured that the commission 
has upheld his complaint in 
full about the unfair and 
unwarranted infringement of 
privacy." 

Chile was the first country 
in the world to abandon the 
“pay as you go" state pension 
in favour of a private and 
funded system. Introduced by 
the military dictatorship in 
1981, the scheme resulted in 
higher pensions, lower unem- t 
ployment and faster economic y 
growth. 

Individual workers are re¬ 
quired to put aside a mini¬ 
mum of 10 per cent of their 
monthly salaries into a capital 
account of their choice. 

.Last year Peter Lflky. then 
Social Security Secretary, 
studied the model with a view 
to installing' a similar system 
whereby the money paid into 
National Insurance and Serps 
would be returned to the 
individual, 1 who would be 
compelled to invest it in a 
private sector pension fond. 



Field: accused BBC 

of wastmgmoney 
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British Airways declare their support for the British Olympic Team 


Destination: Sydney. ETA: 2000 , As official sponsors, we're flying the Olympic and Paralympic teams to ail training camps and overseas competitions. We're also funding 

up-and-coming athletes the. best possible start As for Britain's bid for success on a world level, the case is clear. The world's favourite airline 
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Tories condemn 


Labour’s ‘raid’ 


on lotteiy cash 


By Jill Sherman, chief political correspondent 


THE Government was at¬ 
tacked yesterday for “raiding” 
National Lottery money to 
fund a huge expansion of out- 
of-school elute across the 
country- 

Harriet Harman, the Social 
Security Secretary, disclosed 
that £220 million out of the 
£300 million to be spent on 
providing out-of-school clubs 
in every community would be 
ftinded by the lottery’s Oppor¬ 
tunities Fund. 

The Tories responded by 
claiming that Labour had 
tacitly admitted that it would 
use lottery money to increase 
public spending on services 
that should be funded by 
taxation. 

Yesterday Francis Maude, 
the Shadow Culture Secretary, 
said: "The Labour Govern¬ 
ment has dearly decided that 
rather than allow the lottery 
to support the arts, heritage, 
sport and charities, it is 
determined to use the money 
itself to increase public 
spending." 

Virginia Botiomley, a for¬ 
mer Tory Heritage Secretary, 
also accused the Government 
of misusing money raised by 
the lottery. “It’s a raid an the 
National Lottery. The Govern¬ 
ment has run a coach and 


horses through the principles 
of the lottery.” 

But Ms Harman defended 
the decision to use the “peo¬ 
ple's money”, saying that Lab¬ 
our had announced in its 
manifesto that the proceeds 
from the mid-week lottery 
would be used on these 
projects. “It's not a major 
change at alL It’s basically 
what we said in our manifesto. 
It’s the people’s money and the 
people want it to be spent in 
every community in high 
quality childcare.*’ Ms 
Hannan told BBC Radio 4*s 
The World at One. 

Ministers were yesterday 
fleshing out the de tails of the 
five-year plan to provide 
30.000 out-of-school club 
places for the children of 
working mothers. Ms Har¬ 
man said that £40 million 
would be provided from the 
windfall tax and the education 
budget next year to fund start¬ 
up costs for the scheme. Over 
the following four years a 
further £40 million would be 
available from the education 
budget, by switching re¬ 
sources from other areas, plus 
£220 million from the Nat¬ 
ional Lotteiy. 

She also announced an ad¬ 
ditional £25 million to cater for 


parents with children under 
five who ask to join the 

scheme. 

Ms Harman used a speech 
at the National Cbunril for 
One Parent Families confer¬ 
ence in London to spell out a 
three-part national childcare 
strategy, including the new 
out-of-schooi dubs, a tax cred¬ 
it for low earners and £100 
million from the Welfare to 
Work initiative to train 50,000 
young carers. 

The running costs of the 
new dubs will be funded by 
charges to parents. Under the 
present system some • dubs 
charge all parents, some 
charge only for children 
whose parents are in work. 
The average fee paid by par¬ 
ents is £15 a week during term 
time and £35 a week during 
school holidays. 

Yesterday, Tony Blair 
promised to ensure that staff 
recruited to run the dubs were 
vetted, following concern from, 
some parents about die 
trainee carers. “It is by com¬ 
bining high qualifications and 
rigid tests of suitability with 
the places available that we 
have got the best chance of 
bo tit meeting our target and 
avoiding any abuse,” he told 
the Commons. 



Voters’ view of political animals 


By Nicholas Wood 


WILLIAM HAGUE is a 

small. Insignificant animal, 
either a dormouse or a York¬ 
shire terrier. But Tony Blair is 
large, predarory creature, pos¬ 
sibly a wolf, a fox or a snake. 

These are among the results 
of focus group research into 
public attitudes conducted by 
tiie Tories and disclosed to 
The Times. Senior party offici¬ 
als insisted that they were 
relaxed about the image of 


their leader. attributing it To, stiff”; They were also at sea 
understandable -ignorance of when' asked' to define the 
a man who has been af the ^'backgrounds of the twopenny 
helm for only five months. leaders. 


Their response will be to use' 
his wedding next month as a 
platform for revealing more 
of the man wi thin. 

Voters in tiie focus groups 
described the Prime Minister 
as “charismatic, modem, am-, 
bitious and derisive". But they 
admitted having little idea of 
Mr Hague, using words such 
as “nondescript, young and 


Mr Blair (fee-paying Feats' 
College. Edinburgh and. St 
John's, Oxford) was seen as 
an ordinary chap who went 
a good comprehensive and ,4 
redbrick university. . Mr ' 
Hague (Wath-upcrn-Deame.. 
comprehensive, Yorkshire,;, 
and Magdalen. Oxford) was- v 
thought to be a “merchant' 
banker type" who went to 
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/• Quick wash • RastduN ckyhg 
• Detergent recovery system 
Model DW907. was £429.89 
)0 MONTHS VsITBtBTFttGEOroON*] 




SAVE 

£ 130 
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BOSCH FULL SUE DISHWASHER 
12 ptwe semtgs 
5 programme conttrottare 
Quck washtawnornv wash 
Model SGS 5302 
MBME8S9 
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4.7 CROSS CUJT FRIDGE 

WITH ICE BOX 

• AdiitstaWe Bwmostai 

• 2 jhdves 

• Fill «ndtn salad ertspv 
Model KC1CR/KCO UR 
was £199.99 sale £159.99 




SAVE £ £170 

ON GAS COOKERS 


LEISURE . 

GAS COOKER 

• 54Girifi width • Separate grH 

• Easy to dean enamel flnfah 
9 AqiitohM Iwfnhl 

Model FJNESSE 55W 

was £259.90 previously £33959 





GAS COOKER 
500mti wfcfth • 

Scpsatn Ngh kwal grfl / 
Easy to ctean enanM IMA 
MocM HL150 WHITE 


TO” 


100 


^bs £29999 sale C22SM :■ 

I COOKBT / l**” 

598mm width / VW 
Double own (• [CMIJfl 
3 dj&erentsizes o( bwner \ TBHr -\ 


WMMPI 

iM!Liur«a| 

MBoanow*i^| 
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SAVE io £250 

ON ELECTRIC COOKERS 


r^SSB* H-Ecnac COOKER 

1 * 600mm aMtti • Double own 
• Pregremmer • Ceramic hob 
Model CSI8001AMA8SA00R BflOMN 

I MS £099.99 previously £399.99 
In-store EK9£9 . . 



ALSO AMUABLE M WHITE 
| JWMONI»C 
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SAVE £240 

ON THIS BU&-HN PACKAGE 
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ON MAJOR DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 



MAOK- lOWSTKfCEIVBf 


SOOmra Wish. Model EO8160 

MS 03399 Mm £13199 

• GAS HOT Mood GHI60 

mas £149.99 sale £7999 

• COOKS' HOOD Model H6QQ 
M5 £49^9 preMusiy £7999 sale £39^9 
ALSO AUULABLE M BROWN 
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IkjtfM ait ej qn oss cwft 

UPnOfTHEEZBI 
* Hearcorrpnmns 
4 mar freezer rang 
Faa fre®o tastey 
Model RZ53P was £329.99 




aa GROSS CUFT FROgT-fME 
FRSVE FHEE2ER 

• 4.5 cu.fi gross fndge capacity 

• 3 6 cu.n gn»3 Ireazar capacity 

• Rcraaltte door. 

Model KCOtniFF 
era 99 sate 1359 59 


T3 MONTHS iflKBTF 


U- 

120 


BOSCH 


1100 SPIN WASHING 
MACHINE 



SAVE to £100 

ON MICROWAVES 





I^WOCO TOUCH COHTHOL 

I GRILL MICROWAVE 
• 750 w«Hn IEC . ; 

• 08 co.ft capacity 

( • 1050 watts 9 * 

Model KM3501T 
was £21939 
Irvaore P 3939 





K *** , i -~jr ■ M exclusive to comet f ■ 

m m J^rn ^Ml M MjfitMMaawai.an.lM 

EKD 7.B GROSS CUJFT FRIDGE FREEZER_| 


T2 MONTHS NTCRESTFRE OPTION" 



5AVE 
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jnaline blue touch cowtmlwmowve 




130 


TWwsta iec/ii5 cuJi 

lOfHMar kwsU 
Model STS? SL. was £9489 

pravtoiaiy £9980. Cl 09.99 



I 


5.1 cu fl sjm5s.tndBB capacity 
2.S or it gross «eew capacity 
Auramanc triage defrost 
MaddFFSl 
•m £299.93 


SAVE 

110 


lESSu ~ N g gss B sa ggw u- 

■MB MM ^M MM BH ^M S 1 W WHTU r«rf 

■ KBMWOpD MCftoww/E yiBcaiMMioooimcri I 


|«MI2B.73 M nmiHWOOCOMTI e 

■ sale £219.9 9 ~ J ~ ~ ~ ~ J 1 
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750 wans IEC 
laBcuttcsoacav 
15 power (om* 

Model KU2SCXB4 
| was £77999 te-atorw£S9a9 




ff you buy any produd from us, then wfllin 14 days 
find sane ofer an sdebcaly at a lower price, 

w^wfir^rebKl^wdfflErenc^f^lt^OF 

THAT DWS8NCE Ask r stare far M drink 


MOST STORES OPB4 SUNDAY AND UNTIE. 8PM WQKDAY5 

For loooi Eton dhrtofephoew frM on 0500425405 
Visit our wobsft» ater 
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public school and bad lots of 
posh and rich friends. While 
Mr Blair Would enjoy a pint 
of beer in the pub, Mr Hague 
would guzzle champagne, gin 
and tonic or spritzers. 

In-depth interviews were 
conducted last week with six 
Tocos groups of tan ; -Middle 
Englanders, from Slough. 
Watford and Surbiton. The 
results shoukf be enough to 
drive "Tory ^spm^doriors to 
drink, but officials said the 
voters were merely projecting 
. their prejudices ^ about the 
party onto the new leader. 
They regarded the findings as 
an opportunity to present Mr 
Hague in a fresh light 

A party spokesman said: 
“We found all this encourag¬ 
ing because, in almost every 
case, the truth about William 
is the opposite. He went to a 
comprehensive, he has a 
small business background, 
he drinks beer and he comes 
from more, onfinaiy .armm- 
stanees than Mr Blair.” 

Hie Tories have also taken 
heart from the effect bn tiie 60t r 
voters of a party -pofiticap' 
broadcast featuring - Mr 
Hague's first; conference 
speech as leader and his visits 
to shook and pubs. They said 
that the : group”- members'' 
qufcktychaHged'thejr vierwof 
Mr -Ha^ue once exposed to 
thistnOTeiKKndy Spapsbotof 
his pammahty and ttdents. nt:.* 
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By James Landale 
POLITICAL REPORTER 


MINISTERS were accused 
yesterday of purring lives at 
risk by closing four coast¬ 
guard stations and merging 
two others. ‘ Jfi: 

MPS from all parties uigedr 
ministers io reconsider their 
plans, announced last week, to 
dose the Pentiand, Oban, 
Liverpool, and Tyne coast¬ 
guard stations and replace 
Portland and Lee-on-Solent 
with a single station at a new 
site.; The closures, over next 
five years, will be balanced by 
more investment in new tech¬ 
nology. such as_ digital com¬ 
munications equipment 
Tim Yea, the Shadow Trans¬ 
port Minister, said in Com¬ 
mons debate; “Safety must not 
be compromised in a hasty bid 
to cut costs ... If changes are 
to be made, they must be made ^ 
with the aim of strengthening 
the coastguard.'’ 

Ian Bruce (C. Dorset South) 
said it would be “madness” to 

S tiie Portland station. 

is! in his constituency, 
with Lee-on-Solent. "There is 
no money Jo be saved but there 
are certainly lives to be lost” 
Gwyneth Dun woody (Lab, 
Crewe arid Nantwich) said 
that the four stations to be 
dosed were either near excep¬ 
tionally dangerous water or in 
areas with additional prob¬ 
lems. such as gas fields or 
mudflats. 'Even the best com¬ 
munications systems could 
not replace manpower. 

Alex Salmond, leader of the 
Scottish National Party, said: 
The coastal communities can¬ 
not understand why the new 
Labour Government is behav- 
g like tire old Tories.... Fbr 
Government to put lives at 
risk for the objective of savingA 
moneyis disgraceful" 

But Glenda Jackson, the 
lYansport Minister, accused 
the critics of spreading misin¬ 
formation and insisted that 
safety would always be para¬ 
mount She said there would 
be no cuts in the 3.000 auxilia¬ 
ry coastguard, the number of 
watch commanders or heli¬ 
copter services. 
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CHELSEA TEXTILES 
SALE 

November 28th, 29th & 30th 


h 


.. Held at The Chelsea Old Town Hall, 

.. Kings Road, SW3 SEE 

40% to 80% reductions on need!epoint cushions, 
hand made fabrics, bedcovers, trims one of a 
kind original samples. - ■ 

Friday 9am to 7pm Sai Sc Sun 10am io 6pm 
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• hours talk time- 
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Poliqb chief quits in 


OVERSEAS NEWS 13 


Ian Brodie in Washington 


THE abrupt and tt 
of Washington's eh] 
a new chapter j 
succession- of bizar A 
those running the 1? 
Scan capital I 
.Larry Soulsby stn 
ly before Policf 
Stowe, with whofi 
rate huauy flat.-aid 
charge of invdtij 
plots, was' fitm fcefi 


sarful resignation 

ip ofpolice added 
yesterday to the 

le s candals a mon g 
fdeaguered Amer- 

•pped down sbari- 
Ueutenant J tff 
he shared a cot- 
i who had been in 
i gating extortion 
If charged with 


extorting money! from married men 
who frequented by bars. 

Mr Soulsbyjvas offered condo¬ 
lences by Marion Barry, Washing¬ 
ton's Mayor, ybo made his own 
contribution to me city's acute crime 
rate when faelwas filmed by FBI 
cameras smoking crack cocaine with 
a former mods jn a'hotel room and 
was jailed for six months. "Chief 
Soulsby has’teeo one of the best 
crime-fightin^nefr this dty has had 
in a long tiip.Mr Barry declared. 

. Most support for Mr Soulsby 
evaporated t?faen It emerged-that 
lieutenant .Stowe bad allegedly ob¬ 
tained the Iat they shared for well 
under half Ibe usual rent after telling 
the tend! ozi : the premises would be 
used for undercover police work. Mr 
Soulsby anj the lieutenant were long¬ 
time friendrwho shared the bachelor 
flat while joth were separated from 


their wives. They shared the monthly 
rent of $650 (£380). Other tenants, on 
thc Wodc. iriduding Janet Reno, die 
Attorney-General, ■ pay between 
$1,700 and $2^00. 

... MrSoulsbysaid hewasmHaparty 
to the discoimt deal but was stepping 
down because he could not allow yet 
another controversy to detract from 
the poKce department’s accomplish¬ 
ments in fighting crime. 

Lieutenant Stowe; ^maintaining his ' 
innoc ence, made a brief court appear- 
. ance on charges of extortion and 
. embezzling several thousand dollars 
of police funds entrusted to his care. 
An FBI affidavit said be had alleged¬ 
ly attempted to extort $10,000 from a 
married man by-threatening to send 
photos .of the man at a gay bar to his 
wife and employer. 

Mr Soulsby was promoted to chief 
two years ago after 24 years with the 
fence. He took over when the police 
were in disarray and the department 
was not much better when he left. 
Squad cars go missing, evidence is 
lost and computers' regularly crash. 
The police union described Washing¬ 
ton as a thud world war zone 
patraUed by a third-rate farce. 

Resigning, Mr Soulsby said, was 
like taking a 1,2001b gorilla off his 
shoulders. “This is the happiest day 
l*ve had in two years.” 



16,000 new HIV 
infections daily, 
UN experts say 

By Michael Binyon and Ben Macintyre 


Washington police chief Larry Soulsby announcing his resignation 


Dambusting order 
claimed as victory 
for environment 


EVERY day about 16,000 new 
victims are infected with HIV, 
the virus that causes Aids, and 
by the turn of the century 
about 40 million people world¬ 
wide will carry the virus, 
according to the United Na¬ 
tions. One in every hundred 
sexuaBy active people in the 
1549 age group has the virus. 

Research published yester¬ 
day showed the number of 
Aids cases has been grossly 
underestimated. UNAids. a 
joint programme of UN spe¬ 
cialised agencies, said the 
number of aduhs and children 
with HIV or Aids was now 
30 million, a far steeper 
increase from last year's figure 
of 2Z6 million than what had 
been previously estimated. 

The report said that this was 
because of a more accurate 
way of collecting statistics, as 
well as an actual increase of 
19 per cent in infection. In all, 
about 55 million people are 
believed to have acquired HIV 


this year, 590,000 of them 
children. 

But although the number of 
cases in the developed world is 
falling, the rate of infection in 
Third World countries, espe¬ 
cially in Asia and Africa, is 
rising sharply. "We are now 
realising Thai rates of HIV 
transmission have been gross¬ 
ly underestimated, particular¬ 
ly in sub-Saharan Africa 
where the bulk of infections 
have been concentrated." Dr 
Peter Pint, executive director of 
UNAids, said. Of the daily 
new infections, more than 
90 per cent are in developing 
countries; 1,600 are in children 
under the age of 15: about 
14,000 are in adults, of whom 
more than 40 per cent are 
women and more than 50 per 
cent are aged 1524. 

An estimated 25 million 
people have died of Aids- 
related illnesses this year, an 
increase of a half over the 1996 
figure. These deaths represent 


a fifth of the total — 11.7 mil¬ 
lion Aids-related deaths — 
since the beginning of the 
epidemic in the late 1970s. 
Almost half those who died 
this year were women and 
460,000 were children. 

The worst affected area is 
sub-Saharan Africa, where 
HIV cases are increasing by 
an alarming 7.4 per cent a 
year among those aged 15-49. 
In Botswana, the level of 
infection among adults app¬ 
ears to have doubled in five 
years, and in Zimbabwe the 
infection is as high as one in 
every five adults. 

Dr Plot said that the trans¬ 
mission rate had also been 
"grossly underestimated" in 
South Africa and Nigeria. 

An estimated 20.6 million 
people in Africa are now living 
with The condition, compared 
with six million in the Indian 
sub-continent and South-East 
Asia and 1.3 million in Latin 
America. 


FROMlbM Rhodes 
IN WASHINGTON ~ ' 

AMERICA took an unprece- 
d exited ejvironmcntal 1 step 
yesterday, ordering The de¬ 
struction <f an ageing hydro¬ 
electric cun in Maine to 
restore saxnon, trout and oth¬ 
er endanpred fish to a L5-miIe 
stretch ofthe Kennebec River. 

The Federal Energy Regula¬ 
tory Coranisrion. ruled , that 
environnental concerns — in¬ 
cluding ne spawning needs of 
salmon.diad and the endan- 
. gered sfortnose sturgeon — 
outweighed ; the industrial 
benefits^ die Edwards Dam, 
bufit 16f years ago in Augusta, 
ruling: 

was sea-asa^gnsaro^My .for. 
the giqn movement.’ - • 

Aitfaugh; Jbe.swMtv Ed-;>. 
WaidsfMan 
to*^ 

which ruled out any reHcens- 
ing ofthe dam-and ordered 
that i be tom down at the 
compaiy’S expense, the deci¬ 
sion narked a sharp, reversal r 
in feleral policy and may 
signa the start of., a 
damtusting spree throughout 
the Uiiied States. 

“Tlis decision marks" the' 
first ime that the commission 
has weighed the power pro¬ 
duce! by a dam against the 
valie of a free-flowing river, 
and’ the river • won,” said 
Magaret Bowman, a director 
at American Rivers, an envi- 


10% DISCOUNT 


|r t 

" ■ I ' 


. ronmental group- based in. 
Washington. 

The dam,: 40ft. high and 
spanning t LOOOft across the 
Kennebec, provides one-tenth 
of. 1 per cenr the state's 
.eJectrKily -but blocksspawn- 
ing fish^&iratabout 15 rrulesof 
river,: it wi&,now.tHke-centrpj 
TStage in>.a, heated debate' 
>prtri±ig., the rvalue- of- cheap 




merits of a river as an undis¬ 
turbed natural resource. 

For more, than a century 
Americans have been building 
dams . with an' enthusiasm 
rivalkid - only by beavers. 
There are now 75,000 dams in 
the. United States, the vast 
majority of which .are private. 

The rommissian’s dedsion 
is ’ likely to have particular 
rahnffirations . in .the west, 
where'-an infezise debate'is 
continuing about: the removal 
of-large dams bn the great 
rivers such as the Snake, the 
Salmon and the Colorado.. 
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Plea by 
Briton’s 
killer 
rejected 

_ From Giles Whjttell . 

: IN AOS ANGELES 

A FORMER US Marine who 
shot his British son-in-Jaw 
dead at point-blank range has 
been convicted of first degree 
murder after a jury rejected 
his Haim that he had suffered 
from pasHraumatic stress 
syndrome since the Second 
World War: ;- ; _ 

Richard Keeth, a model 
citizen for 51 years after his 
return from a Japanese prison 
camp, barely blinked as the. 
verdict was-read in :a Long 
Beach court 

Eighteen months earlier he 
had gone “an autppfior, he 
testified, ; and fired five 
rounds into his daughter's 
estranged husband. 




' mg British business gjaduate. 
r an down the street from 
Keech’s suburban home 
bleeding and screaming for 
help after bong shot once in 
the abdomen, the.cpurt heard. 

Using a-.9ram handgun; 
Keech jhai . shot him three 
more 'times utthe bade and - 
once in Aw base of his skull. 
He. claimed'an die witness 
stand to have had a flashback 
ro the prison ..cainp, thinking 
he was shooting at a Japanese 
guard. ■ 

The murder followed a bu- 
ter custody battle between, Mr 
Candy ^nd Keech’s daughter, 
Nancy.Mr.Carafe had gone to 
the borne of his fedher-in-Uw,' 
78 , to coUect his twei yrar-dd 
son.'Martin, for avisit, when 
the men begaiv arguing' out;. 
stoe on the pavement .... . . 

Keech, .who. wifi, be soar . 
tenced.iii January, faces from 
35 years to life in prison. 





Invest in the brilliant new HP Brio PC and it’s almost most from your PCs, printers and other peripherals, 

like having your own fully trained IT expert The HP Welcome Center helps you start and run your 

‘on-site’ - without the expense of hiring one. The HP HP Brio PC, whilst the HP Network Center helps you 

Brio PC is specially designed for people who are share files, printers, CD-ROM drives and modems 


more interested in their business than technology. 


It’s packed with the latest features to help you get the at a great price. 


around your PC network. Available now with 15” monitor 
at a great price. ^THE PROMISE MADE good] 


HP Brio 8012 

Pentium processor V‘-'ith tV?P/)X 

technology 16G MHz, 

16 MB RAM, 2.1 GB HDD, 256 KB cache. 
INCLUDES is" MONITOR. 

£769 ; £904 


HP Brio 8034 

Pentium processor with MMX'" 
technology 160 MHz. 16 MB RAM, 

2.1 GB HDD. 256 KB cache, 

1MB video, 16 X CD-ROM and MS Word ‘97. 
INCLUDES 15 " MONITOR. 

£999 £1,174 
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on land 
plan 

By Acence France-Presse 

IN HARARE 

PRESIDENT MUGABE 
met the leaders of Zimba¬ 
bwe's white farming com¬ 
munity yesterday and said 
his Government would 
press ahead with plans to 
take over millions of acres 
of their land. 

Mr Mugabe later told 
reporters that a list of 1,503 
farms which the Govern¬ 
ment wants for redistribu¬ 
tion to blacks would be 
gazetted tomorrow adding 
that “many more may be 
needed after that". 

He reiterated that the 
Government would pay 
only for improvements on 
the farms — such as 
houses and bams — and 
not for land itself, which he 
says was stolen from 
blacks by British colo¬ 
nisers a hundred years 
ago. 

The list was made avail¬ 
able last week to the Com¬ 
mercial Farmers Union 
(CFU), which represents 
most of Zimbabwe's 4,000 
white farmers. Many com¬ 
plained that the Govern-- 
ment had not abided by its 
stated criteria of taking 
under-utilised land or land 
owned by those with more 
than one farm. Fully pro¬ 
ductive family farms were 
on the list they said. 

Mr Mugabe said farm¬ 
ers in each province would 
be invited to meetings 
where they could air their 
objections and “genuine 
grievances will be looked 
into". 

Nick SwanepoeL the 
CFU president, told report¬ 
ers that his delegation had 
a “good meeting" with Mr 
Mugabe. 

Both he and Mr 
Mugabe referred to the 
farmers' concept of a 
"team Zimbabwe” ap¬ 
proach to the issue, which 
reflects the desire that land 
reform should be in the 
national interest, rather 
than have a negative im¬ 
pact on an economy based 
oh agriculture. 
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Winnie MadBrizda-Mandeia listening to evidence against her yesterday 


WITH allegations of murder 
and torture against Winnie 
MadQdzda-Mandda grow*, 
ing. Baroness Nicholson of 
Winterbourne said yesterday 
that she was prepared to assist 
in bringing a dvfl suit against 
President Mandela's former 

wife. 

Speaking outside the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commis¬ 
sion, Lady Nicholson said she 
was taking legal advice on 
whether a dvfl case could be 
brought She had just met 
Joyce Sdpei, the mother of 
Stampie Moeketsie Seipei, 
whom Mrs Mandela has been 
accused by witnesses of 
killmg. 

”1 am acting on her behalf. 
The commission is not a court 
of law and murder demands a 
court of law,” Lady Nicholson 
said.' ' ^ 

She added that she would 
also meet Nicodemus Sono, 
father of Lolo Sana, another 
teenage activist who disap- 
peared from Soweto and whc£ 
the commission was told, had 
been tortured by Mrs 
Mandela. He was last seen 
being driven away with her in 
a minibus. - - 

Earlier Mrs Mandela had 
refused the opportunity of a 
public reconciliation with Paul 
Verryn, the Methodist Bishop 




Sam KIley sees 
Bishop Paul Verryn, 
. right jriead for 
reconciliation with 
. the woman who 
accu^him 
' of child abuse 


of Johannesburg, whom she . 
had accused .in 1988. of 
sodomisfng boys in 'his dire. . 
Bishop Venya's, "emotional 
rails for a response from Mrs 
Mandela plunged the hear¬ 
ings into stunned silence. . . 

He said: “I have struggled to 
find a way in which we can be 
reconciled for the sake of this 
nation and a people whom 
God loves so deeply, t. sit. 
before you and want to say: 
that to you” ' * 

. There was np reply from 
Mrs Mandela. Ishmail Se- 
menya. her- lawyer, replied 
that she was prepared to meet 
the bishop but “not in a ■' 
camera scenario" 

Mrs Mandela ignored a 
plea from Archbishop Des¬ 
mond Tutu,- the commission 
chairman, for a public - 
reconciliation. 

Bishop Verryn reduced 


many members of the audi¬ 
ence to'tears when he broke 
down and begged Mrs Sdpei 
for forgiveness for having 
“failed" to protect Stamper 
adequately. The hearings have 
beard that the teenager was 
accused by Mrs Mandela of 
being .a police, informer,, 
abducted and killed. 

■ “1 did not remove him from 
my house and get him to a 
place where he could have 
been side. If I had'acted in a 
different way. he could have 
been alive today. I warit to 

par^m that,'’ said the 1bishop, 
who Was barely audible as be 
wept. • 

. Mrs Mandela has not app¬ 
lied for amnesty for apartheid- 
era crimes which the 
commission was “ established 
to investigate. After state¬ 
ments from senior, African 


‘ National: Congress figures 
and witnesses, lawyers db- 
rervirig trie case said she could 
be prosecuted for the murder 
of Stomp’d aud up to 12 other 
. victims-- * f the so-called 
Mandela.- United Football 
Club:hat dvate bodyguard. 

• lerifra-'G bekhuiu, who was 
a the football dub 

and is ncwaward under Lady 
Nicbolson’il protection, said 
on Tuesriaxfoe had seen Mis 
Mandela 'st$> Storapie at her 
Soweto maipidn. 

Senior niqnbers of the ANC 
are now joining in the general 
. criticism of^Mre Mandela’s 
conduct diiing the 1980s 
when her bodyguards terror¬ 
ised {the towrtships. Sydney 
Muftmufi. Insecurity Min¬ 
ister J said that she had shown 
an “inability to are things from 
our -perspedtivi which was 
damaging to he) integrity". 

Mr Mufamadl a member of 
the “Mandela. CJisis Commit¬ 
tee” set up in th* late 1980s to 
investigate herl bodyguard, 
said that a secrerperao sent to 
Oliver Tambo, ttbn President 
oftheANC. merit in Zambia, 
said that she had frrown “utter 
contempt" for ithe - crisis 
commitee and 1 for the 
a>nimunity*V p r 

. . Leading arttle. page 21 


Banda, last of Africa’s old-style strongmen, dies aged 99 


THE body of Hastings Banda, the fast of 
Africa's old-style strongmen, was being 
flown home yesterday for burial in 
Malawi, where a struggle has begun over 
his legendary wealth. 

Dr Banda. Malawi’s former President, 
died of respiratory failure on Tuesday in 
a Johannesburg dink where he was 
transferred ten days ago with pneumo¬ 
nia. The dime said he was aged 99. 

President Muluzi ordered flags to be 
flown at half mast and Malawi radio 
broadcast solemn music, but on the 
streets of Blantyre there was no sign of 
mourning for the ngwazi (‘saviour’’)- 

A state funeral is to be held in Lilongwe 
on December 3. 

For 30 years after independence in 
1964, the self-prod aimed “President for 
life" was the absolute ruler of the tiny, 
over-populated country where, according 
to Amnesty International, "dissent was 
not only impossible, but unthinkable". 

Thousands were jailed, often for years;' 
for offences such as suggesting an 


From Jan Raath in Harare 

improper relationship between Dr Ban¬ 
da and Cedtia Kadzamira, the former 
"official hostess” who was with him 
when he died. 

During foe coming weeks lawyers will 
be seeking to establish lawful daims to 
his estate, believed to be vast Banda built 
up a business empire that at one stage 
comprised up to 70 per cent of the 
turnover of the country’s private sector. 

“I expect there are going to be some 
contests," Mordecai Msisba, a lawyer 
who has represented Dr Banda, said. Mr 
M sis ha said thaf legal fees, mainly for 
the hire of British counsel to fight the 
expropriation in January of his flagship 
company and to defend him in 1995 
against murder charges, “would have 
chewed a major chunk out of his assets”. 

But Blantyre lawyers and business-; 
men said that there was still prodigious 
wealth left over, much of it tied np in 
bufldings, farms.and at least one palace. 
'There was ankiety among Dr Banda's * 
nqphews and nieces three months ago 


when it was reported that he had 
mortgaged Chayama House, at seven 
storeys Blantyre’s highest building, to 
raise a loan of £890:000 and was in the 
process of forming a trust; made np of 
stalwarts of his former ruling Malawi 
Congress Party (MCP). 

His relations have little doubt that the 
loan was for die trust “What can die old 
man want with all that money?" one 
asked. They have engaged a lawyer to 
prevent the sudden dissipation of Dr 
Banda's estate. They say that he was 
senile and had been duped into handing 
over control of his assets to the trust 

“The family has a~responsibility (for 
the assetsj told they cannot leave these 
obligations entirely to employees," 
Khuze Kupeta, the family lawyer, said, 
referring to the MCP. ■ 

. .However, Mr Msisha says that Dr 
Banda was coherent and’ alert when he 
fast saw him a few months aga ' 





Obituary, page 23 - Dr Banda with supporters ata rally. Now squabblingis breaking out over his 
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Americans’ mental problems ‘mainly in the minds of their psychiatrists 


from Tunku Varadarajan 

IN NEW YORK 

PSYCHIATRISTS, eager to lay 
c ^ m to handsome reimburse¬ 
ments from insurance companies, 
are foisting scores of invented 
mental illnesses on ordinary 
Americans who are merely grap¬ 
pling with life's ups and downs, 
the authors of a new book argue. 

In Making Us Crazy, published 
this week. Herb Kinchins and 
Stuart Kirk, both professors at 


universities in California, write: 
“There _ is a growing tendency in 
our society to medicaUse problems 
that are not medical, to find 
psychopathology where there is 
only pat hos, and to pretend to 
understand phenomena by merely 
giving them a labeL" 

The authors focus their assault 
on the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders, the 

“bible” of the American Psychiat¬ 
ric Association (APA). Its latest 
edition, published recently, lists 


more than 300 mental syndromes. 
Just two decades ago, the Manual 
listed 106 disorders. 

In the mid-l9th century, before it 
was compiled, the US Government 
recognised only one category of 
mental disorder — “idioey/insan- 
ity”. How can this ‘‘proliferation of 
madness* be expained? The au¬ 
thors argue that the psychiatric 
profession is now in the grip of a 
dogma which holds that all trou¬ 
bles in people are the product of 
some “internal dysfunction” The 


ascendancy of this view is linked, 
among other things, to a decline 
in the belief in individual 
responsibility. . 

This leads to patent absurdities, 
as can be seen in some examples of 
the “disorders'’ listed in the Man¬ 
ual. Consider these; “frotteurism” 
(defined as the irresistible desire to 
sexually touch and nib against 
one’s fellow passengers on public 
transport); “fugue" (travelling in 
foreign lands, often under an 
assumed identity); “paranoid per¬ 


sonality disorder" (the hallmark of 
someone who. bears grudges); 
“hypo-active sexual desire disor¬ 
der” (found in people who are not 
keen on sexual intercourse); and 
“Asperger’s disorder” (the bombas¬ 
tic Manual label for shyness). 

According to the APA, some 5 
per cent of ail Americans — about 
12 millio n people — suffer from a 
condition called “generalised anxi¬ 
ety disorder”, a statistic that do- 
lights the makers of Prozac Xanax 
and beta-blockers. In fact, the 


authors of Making Us Crazy 
underline the direct interest that 
pharmaceutical companies have in 
the creation of newer disorders: 
“For the drug companies, the 
unlabdled masses are a vast 
untapped market, the virgin Alas¬ 
ka oil fields 6F mental disorder." 

But it is tire insurance “layoff", 
above all, that fuels the “disorder 
industry”. For psychiatrists to re¬ 
ceive payment from health insur¬ 
ance companies, they must find a 
way of labelling their patient yitith 
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Khamenei; says critics 
are “enemy agents” 

Iranian 
leader 
turns on 
rivals 

From MichaelTheodouuou 
in Nicosia 


IRAN'S supreme leader. Aya¬ 
tollah Ali Khamenei, yester¬ 
day brandedjprominent critics 
who have hunched an un¬ 
precedented/ challenge to his 
authority ai “enemy agents” 
and issued/ a warning that 
they would be prosecuted 
Many are mown to be follow¬ 
ers of the nfoderate President, 
Muhammad Khatami. 

Several days of orchestrated 
street protests in support of 
Ayatollah I Khamenei have 
highlighted a power struggle 
between fictions loyal to die 
conservative religious estab¬ 
lishment And reformers keen 
to liberaliie Iranian society. 

Thousands are due to take 
to the streets again tomorrow, 
but he urged supporters to 
stay at hbme, keen to deflect 
the international spotlight 
from thd regime's convulsions 
before Tehran hosts a summit | 
of the Islamic Conference Org- 1 
anisatWx next month, diplo¬ 
mats' sjaid. Representatives ; 
from 55 Countries, including 27 
heads of state, are due to 
attend.j 

The conservatives’ main tar¬ 
get is Ayatollah Ali Montazeri, 
75, a ,'senior dissident who 
dared question the all-encom¬ 
passing powers vested by the 
constitution in Ayatollah 
Khamenei. 

Others have since called for 
the transfer of at least some of 
those powers to Mr Khatami, 
who has created a freer intel¬ 
lectual dimate since winning a 
papular mandate for change 
in May when he swept to 
power. 

Such ideas shake the very 
foundations of the Iranian 
theocracy. 



Phone tap 
reveals 
‘creeping 
coup’ in 
Kremlin 

From Richard Beeston in Moscow 


THE furious power struggle 
at the heart of Russia’s Gov¬ 
ernment erupted anew yester¬ 
day after evidence provided by 
a journalist, who died last 
week, suggested that a “creep¬ 
ing coup" had taken place at 
the Kremlin. 

In a story that could come 
from a thriller, two Moscow 
newspapers published the lat¬ 
est details of Kremlin intrigue, 
which has cost some of the 
country's most powerful fig¬ 
ures their political careers. 
The latest episode emerged 
from an article allegedly writ¬ 
ten by an investigative jour¬ 
nalist killed last week in a 
mysterious car accident A 
computer disk containing his 
unfinished story was passed to 
a colleague mid with it a 
damning bugged telephone 
conversation between two of 
the key figures in the scandal. 

On Monday, President 
Yeltsin sought to put an end to 
the crisis,caused by the disclo¬ 
sure two weeks ago that Ana¬ 
toli -Chubais; the- Deputy 
Prime Minister in charge of 
reform, had accepted an inflat¬ 
ed payment of £60,000 as an 
advance For a book. Four of 
his allies in government were 
dismissed for accepting simi¬ 
lar payments from a publish¬ 
ing house and Mr Chubais 
lost his role as Finance Minis¬ 
ter and much of his power. 

Although the facts of the 
case are not in dispute, what is 
unclear is how such a trifling 
matter, by the standards of 
Russia’s hugely corrupt Gov¬ 
ernment could have had such 
enormous consequences. 

According to Andrei Fadin, 
the journalist who died in a 
collision with a parked lorry 
last week, the disclosure was 
carefully co-ordinated by a 
cabal of Mr Chubais's ene¬ 


mies and released with the 
tacit approval of Mr Yeltsin. ' 

Mr Fadin wrote that “the 
dan" was brought together by 
Boris Berezovsky, a tycoon 
dismissed from his Kremlin 
job this month at the behest of 
Mr Chubais. He was said to 
have plotted his revenge by 
' winning the support of Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, the Prime 
Minister, Anatoli Kulikov, the 
Interior Minister. Gennadi 
Selesnyov, the parliamentary 
Speaker, and Ivan Rybkin, the 
National Security Adviser. 

On November 11, Mr 
Berezovsky is heard engaged 
in a colourful conversation 
with Vladimir Guzinsky. a 
media tycoon and ally against 
Mr Chubais. “I am just bade 
from the Kremlin; their posi¬ 
tion is open,” Mr Berezovsky 
said, suggesting that Mr Yelt¬ 
sin had approved his plan to 
expose Mr Chubais. 

“Good. Where are we shoot¬ 
ing?" asked Mr Guzinsky, and 
the two men go on to discuss 
whether they should use tele¬ 
vision or newspapers to pub¬ 
lish their material. In the 
event, the artide appeared on 
November 17 and was fol¬ 
lowed by a barrage of critical 
commentary in newspapers 
and television channels con¬ 
trolled by the two men. 

Yesterday's disclosures sug¬ 
gest dial the power struggle is 
Ear more than simply the 
personal rivalry between two 
powerful men and ultimately 
could decide who rules Russia 
in the post-Yeltsin era. 

If it is true that Mr Berezov¬ 
sky has formed an alliance of 
figures in government and 
finance, he may already be 
laying the foundations for a 
challenge by Mr Chernomyr¬ 
din, the dear winner of the 
present Kremlin battle. 


Owners 
strike 
to keep 
buses 
unsafe 

From Christopher Thomas 

IN DELHI 

THERE is no hell like a Delhi 
bus ride. Millions of commut¬ 
ers pour into the capita] every 
day aboard vehicles fit for the 
scrapyard, often dinging to 
the outside or the roof. It is the 
world’s maddest, deadliest 
journo to work. People die 
nearly everyday. 

But yesterday, as on the day 
before, there was an uncom¬ 
mon calm as private opera¬ 
tors took more than 4,000 
buses off the road as part erf 
an indefinite strike for the 
right to use bad drivers and 
dangerous buses. 

The strike brought a breath 
of sanity to India’s most 
crowded and perilous streets. 
But there was chaos of 
another kind as six or more 
people squeezed into the con¬ 
fines of scooter rickshaws, 
legally limited to three pas¬ 
sengers, to make miserable 
journeys. Pedal-rickshaw 
wallahs enjoyed a boom. 

The death last week of 26 
children when a speeding bus 
plunged off a bridge into the 
River Yamuna has spurred 
moves to Improve safety stan¬ 
dards — king overdue but. 
like most things in India, 
ignored until there is disaster. 

Not that the city govern¬ 
ment, as sluggish and pollut¬ 
ed as the Yamuna, did any¬ 
thing. The Supreme Court, 
which is becoming increas¬ 
ingly activist, took on the 
politicians’ job. It came up 
with some novel ideas: drivers 
should be qualified, and their 
buses should be safe. 

Not only that the vehicles 
should have to pass a pollu¬ 
tion test and be fitted with 
speed governors. This latter 
concept upset the drivers, 
whose idea of fun is to race 
each other through the crowd¬ 
ed streets, scattering ali before 
them. Passengers emerge, 
bruised and dazed from mis 
daily pummelling. 

The Delhi-based Indian 
Foundation of Transport Re¬ 
search surveyed bus and lorry 
drivers to confirm its suspi¬ 
cions that most are fit to be in 
charge of nothing bigger than 
a bicycle. 

Few possess even rudimen¬ 



Ddhi commuters ding to a state-owned bos during yesterday’s private bus strike 


tary knowledge of road safety 
rules: all but a few have fake 
driving licences: they are 
overwhelmingly illiterate: 
and many are paid “starva¬ 
tion" wages, rising to a maxi¬ 
mum of 2.000 rupees (£32) a 
month. Pay can be as low as 
£16 a month. 

For many, the bus or lorry 
is their only home. A third of 
long-distance drivers are not 
accompanied by a mate — 
although this is a legal re¬ 
quirement — and very few 
have had a driving lesson for 
any kind of vehide. 

The foundation added that 
tile lorry drivers work in 
deplorable conditions, claim¬ 


ing that their employers force 
them to drive overladen and 
dangerous vehicles. 

Many city schools have 
suspended classes because the 
strike means there are no 
buses. The bus operators are 
adamant that mey cannot 
afford to comply with the new 
regulations, which would 
mean carrying half as many - 
passengers and taking twice 
as long to do it 

On fop of that, foe vehicle 
owners would stiD have to pay 
bribes to the police, a routine 
practice, to avoid being de¬ 
layed by a pretext. 

Schools and private bus 
operators are considering an". 


appeal to the Supreme Court 
for more time to comply with 
the new orders so that the 
school transport system can 
resume. Meanwhile, millions 
of aanmuters- must endure 
even greater hardship than 
usual, .their misery height¬ 
ened by soakings from‘unsea¬ 
sonable rain. 

There‘were protests in sev¬ 
eral parts of the capital yester¬ 
day in support of demands for 
alternative transport, ar¬ 
rangements. Meanwhile, the 
city. authorities are trying to . 
hire hundreds of private bus-. 
es from outside Delhi, thus 
promising the early restora¬ 
tion of carnage on the roads. 


Row as Hutchence family bars fans from funeral 


Hutchence: “Had been 
drinking heavily” 


From Roger Maynard 

IN SYDNEY 

ANGRY fans were told yesterday they 
would not be allowed to attend the 
funeral of Michael Hutchence. the 
Australian rock star, who was found 
hanging in a Sydney hotel room at the 
weekend. 

The row over the funeral gathered 
pace amid salacious rumours about 
the singer’s final hours. Apart Emm 
one television crew and a couple of 
newspaper representatives, the media 
have been told that they will not be 


welcome. A statement by the manage¬ 
ment company representing the 
Hutchence family said that they 
wanted a private funeral sendee. It 
added that the service, at St Andrew’s 
Anglican Cathedral in Sydney, would 
be broadcast live on television. 

The Very Rev Boak Jobbins, the 
Dean of Sydney, said, however “I 
won't be forbidding fens from enter¬ 
ing the cathedral, although there’s a 
limit to the numbers we can accommo¬ 
date.” But other reports indicated that 
security staff would prevent all but 
invited mourners from attending. 


Details have also emerged about the 
singer's last night in his suite at the 
Ritz Carlton Hotel in Sydney. Police 
sources said the singer appeared to 
have been drinking heavily. Empty 
beer bottles, cocktail glasses and a 
bottle of champagne were strewn 
around the room. The bed was 
stripped and the top sheet and cover 
were on the floor. 

Although the police have em¬ 
phasised that the singer was alone 
when he died, the last person to see 
him alive was Kym Wilson, a Sydney 
actress, who spent the early hours of 


Saturday in his suite. She has told 
friends (hat the rock star showed no 
indication of being suicidal and had 
been positive in outlook. She has 
given a statement to poGoe. 

However, a telephone call he made 
to a former girlfriend suggested that 
he was Ear from happy. The singer left . 
a distraught-sounding message on 
MicheUe Bennetts answer machine: 
“It’s seven o'clock- I need to talk to 
you. Goodnight.” When she tried to 
contact him at the hotel be foiled to 
respond. Just before noon a maid 
found him hanging behind a door. 
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Wilson: last person to 
see rode star alive 
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Leakey 
deared 
for poll 

Nairobi: Richard Leake's 
opposition Safina party lias 
been registered by the Kenyan 
Government For the general 
election next month (David 
Orr writes). He said a decision 
would be made today on 
whether to participate. 

Dr Leakey. Safina's secre; 
tary-general, said in Nairobi 
yesterday: “The delay in regis¬ 
tration has clearly been a 
tactic to wrong-foot the pro¬ 
democracy movement.” 
Safina has been a thorn in the 
side of President Moi and his 
ruling Kanu party since it was 
founded in 1995. 

Colombia votes 
for extradition 

Bogot& Colombia's drug traf¬ 
fickers could face long terms 
in foreign Jails after Congress 
approved a Bill that allows 
Colombians to be tried and 
sentenced abroad for the first 
time in six years (Victoria 
Burnett writes). But while the 
reviving of extradition was a 
blow to the drug industry, 
jailed leaders of the Cali cartel 
were delighted that, despite 
objections from America and 
President Samper’s opponents 
at home, it was not 
retrospective. 

Briton dies 
in air crash 

El Cajon, California: A stu¬ 
dent pilot from Britain was 
killed when two small planes 
collided over a hilly, residen¬ 
tial area east of San Diego. 
Mark Rands, 25, from South 
Wales, a mechanic with the 
RAF, was Hying in a Cessna. It 
smashed through the roof of 
an El Cajon home after the 
collision. A pilot and instruc¬ 
tor in the other plane appar¬ 
ently escaped injury.. The 
house was empty. (APJ 

Unita soldiers . 
suffocate in jail 

-Luanda: Ten soldiers of the 
Unita apposition movement 
.'have died of suffocation in a 
container used as a temporary 
/ail in Malanje, in govern¬ 
ment-controlled northern An¬ 
gola, officials said. Unita 
blamed the Government, and 
. the UN monitoring mission in 
Angola urged the administra¬ 
tion to investigate the deaths 
and publish its findings. (AFP) 

Toddler survives 
six-floor fall 

Murcia: An LS-month-old tod¬ 
dler who fell from a seventh- 
floor flat suffered only a 
broken tooth and bruises, 
hospital officials in this south¬ 
ern Spanish city said yester¬ 
day. State television reported 
that his fell was. slowed by 
dothes lines outside lower 
apartments and he landed on 
a roof covering a patio at 
first-floor level. (AP) 
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life in ten minutes. 

(But we can sort out 
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Police portrait of 
a serial killer 

Photofit 
of Paris 
rapist 
released 

From Ben Macintyre 

IN PARIS 

FRENCH police yester¬ 
day released a composite 
portrait of a serial killer 
and rapist believed to 
have murdered at least 
four women in the Bastille 
area of east Paris in the 
past three years. 

The release of the 
photofit picture, a rare 
move in French murder 
investigations, was intend¬ 
ed to prevent the killer 
from striking again, judi¬ 
cial sources said. Howev¬ 
er, victims' families say 
police were aware of the 
killer’s appearance in 1995 
and should have made the 
picture public months ago. 

The killer struck last on 
November 16. raping and 
murdering Estelle Magd. 
a 25-year-old secretary, in 
her flat near the Bastille. 
Last month Magali Si- 
rotti, 19. a student died in 
similar circumstances. 
Genetic tests have estab¬ 
lished that he is responsi¬ 
ble for the deaths of at 
least three women, but 
have not definitively con- • 
netted him to Mme 
Sirotti’s murder. 

In June 1995. the killer 
attacked a woman, identi¬ 
fied only as Elisabeth O, 
25, a medical student who 
escaped and later gave 
police enough informa¬ 
tion to create the compos¬ 
ite sketch. 

Police say the murderer 
studied his prey, then 
forced his way into his 
victims' homes, sexually 
attacked them and killed 
them with a knife or cut¬ 
throat razor. 


Gold conference 
will bring Nazis’ 
secrets to light 


NEXT week some of the last 
secrets of Hitlers Reich will be 
brought out of the vaults and 
archives of Europe and America, 
when Britain hosts an internation¬ 
al conference on the wartime trade 
in Nazi gold. 

Historians, politicians and vic¬ 
tims from about 40 countries will 
investigate the murky wartime 
dealings of neutral countries, espe¬ 
cially Switzerland, with Nazi 
Germany and try to determine 
what happened to the gold bars, 
many smelted from Jewish vic¬ 
tims' teeth and jewellery, that were 
traded for Swiss francs and other 
neutral currencies. 

Robin Cook called the confer¬ 
ence, to be held at Lancaster 
House in London, immediately on 
becoming Foreign Secretary to 
clarify old accusations given fresh 
currency two years ago with the 
publication of a Foreign Office 
report- The gold question led to 
unprecedented soul-searching in 
Switzerland and the opening of 
long-dormant secret bank ac¬ 
counts, a boycott of Swiss banks in 
America and argument over how 
the remaining 5.5 tonnes of Nazi 
gold in Britain and America could 
be shared among some 350.000 
surviving Holocaust victims. 

Already die conference has 
stirred up ancient prejudices 
among the main participants. The 
Swiss, bewildered by the criticism 
heaped on them, are determined 
that the gathering should not point 
an accusing finger. They have 
prepared a detailed defence of 


Talks in London 
will study dealings 
in ‘Holocaust 
assets’, reports 

Michael Binyon 


their wartime conduct and, while 
insisting that they do not want to 
stir up emotions, are ready to dte 
evidence that America also know¬ 
ingly accepted “tainted" gold after 
the Second World War. 

Thomas Borer, the head of the 
Swiss task force, said his country 
was going to die conference “opti¬ 
mistic and self-confident". But he 
gave a warning that if zt were 
pilloried, a popular backlash in 
Switzerland could scupper propos¬ 
als for a huge fund to help not only 
Jews but all victims of oppression. 
This might be voted down in a 
referendum, although other Swiss 
measures, including an historical 
investigation and a compensation 
fund set up by Swiss banks, do not 
need popular approval. The first 
payment amounting to £240. was 
given to an elderly Jewish woman 
m Riga last week. 

He said the most important 
outcome could be an agreement by 
all to open the archives. Many 
suspect there are important and 
possibly compromising, docu¬ 
ments on the gold trade still in 


Russia and the Vatican, both in¬ 
vited to the conference. Few of 
these documents will be available. 
The Vatican, accused of knowingly 
aiding the transfer of some looted 
assets, has sealed its records for 
100 years. 

The Russians are also unhappy 
at any extension of the gold 
question into argument over looted 
assos. They fear that will fuel 
demands for the return not only of 
art taken by the Soviet Army from 
German state museums but also of 
art now in Russia that was looted 
by the Nazis. 

The Americans have also sud¬ 
denly got cold feet Having been 
vociferous in denouncing the 
Swiss and other neutrals, Wash¬ 
ington has now realised, to its 
embarrassment that its own post¬ 
war record opens it to attack by 
survivors' groups. Madeleine 
Albright the Secretary of State, 
indicated months ago that she 
would attend; now she has said she 
is too busy and will send instead 
Stuart Eizenstat an Under-Secre¬ 
tary of State, who has promoted 
investigation of the gold question. 

The conference is largely the 
brainchild of Lord Janner, the 
former Labour MP and chairman 
of die Holocaust Educational 
Trust who prompted die Foreign 
Office review of the gold dealings 
two years ago. The Tripartite Gold 
Commission, set up in 1946 and 
run by Britain. France and the 
United States, has distributed 
9&6 per cent of the looted gold it 
recovered from Germany. 


Pawnbroker’s ‘war loot’ seized 


From Gabriella Gami ni 
IN RIO DE JANEIRO 

FOUR gold bars, dozens of gold 
teeth, antique jewellery and bun¬ 
dles of German marks and US 
dollars which were removed by 
Brazilian authorities from a Sao 
Paulo bank safe yesterday could be 
the first Nazi loot found in Brazil. 

The opening of die safe at a 
Banco do Brasil branch in the 
business capital was ordered by 
judicial authorities after requests 
from Nazi-hunters who say that 
the fortune, which could be worth 
£24 million in today’s money, be¬ 
longed to German Jewish families. 


The assets had been deposited in 
the safe by a reclusive German 
pawnbroker, who is also thought 
to have been a Nazi spy. during 
and at the end of die Second World 
War. Albert Blume. who is be¬ 
lieved to have come to Brazil in 
1938, died 14 years ago and was 
buried in a pauper's grave in Sao 
Paulo. 

The wealth he had accumulated 
came under scrutiny when an aged 
aunt began a long legal battle six 
years ago to inherit the fortune. 

Nazi hunters say that Blume 
had acted as an agent for fleeing 
Nazis who transferred stolen Jew¬ 
ish gold to Brazil. In 1943. he set up 


a pawnbroker's shop in a district of 
Sao Paulo inhabited mainly by 
German immigrants and alleged¬ 
ly took “commissions" for the loot 
he helped to transfer. 

It seems that the opening of the 
safe was ordered because the 
Government of President Cardoso 
has recently encouraged an inqui¬ 
ry into Brazil's role as a haven for 
Nazis and their loot 

A commission of Jewish com¬ 
munity leaders, lawyers and gov¬ 
ernment officials has been set up 
to investigate long-held suspicions 
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Hungary 
wins EU 
pledge 

from 
Britain 

From’Charles bremner 

IN BUDAPEST 

BRITAIN pushed its crusade 
for a “people's Europe" into 
the former Soviet Woe yester¬ 
day, proposing to use its 
power to speed Hungary and 
four neighbours towards 
. membership of the European 
Uraon. • 

. Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, said in the Hungar¬ 
ian parliament that Britain 
woulduse its six-month presi- 
■ dency of the EU. which starts 
in January, fo give a “flying 
start" to negotiations to bring 
Hungary. Poland, the Czech 
Republic, Sloyenia and Esto¬ 
nia into the Union. There was 
no higher pridrity for Britain 
next year. “This is a momen¬ 
tous step and one which 
Britain supports absolutely." 
he said. i 

EU leaders! are due to 
endorse “the'invitation list" at 
their end-of-year summit next 
month. 1 

Lazio Kovacsj the Hungar¬ 
ian Foreign Minister, told Mr 
Cook that the “ririndple dan¬ 
ger" to the emergence of a 
reunited EuropeWas delay in 
the accession of me new states. 
Budapest was aiming to be a 
member of the Eu by 2002, he 
added. The date! 

Brussels as highlj 
but it fits British 
. A striking afase 
Cook's 25rminutel survey of 
: Europe's future w^s any refer¬ 
ence to economic 
tary union. Toryi 
casts its enthusii 
panding the El 
natural consequei 
focus on leading Europe away 
from sterile debar towards 
"the tilings that ma ter to the 
people", as Mr Cool put it 
He said that these included 
stability, prosperity] employ¬ 
ment, security and an “out- 
warcRookfrig" EU ti at inclu¬ 
ded co-operation across the 
whole Continent I uur-. de¬ 
cades of communist rule were 
an “abberration’’ in Central 
Europe’s destiny, Nr Cook 
said. “Having got rid of the 
IronfCurttun. we roust make 
sure that we dfl not rtolace it 



is seen in 
optimistic, 
jections. 
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accounts Gold ingots in theBank of England’s vaults photographed soon after the, - 

Second World War when bullion, was being shipped from Germany j 
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Eurofighter flies 

j 

onafte 

r 


arbitration 

Sarajevo: Western mediators 
in Bosnia have given the 
country's Leaders two weeks in 
which to agree to common 
symbols of state — including a 
flag, currency and passport — 
or face international arbitra¬ 
tion (Tom Walker writes). 

Although it is now more 
than two years since the 
Dayton peace accord. Bosnia's 
nationalist Muslim and Croat 
leaders stubbornly refuse to 
drop inflammatory imagery 
from their preferred designs 
on anything from banknotes 
to car number plates. 

Carlos Westendorp, the 
High Representative in Bos¬ 
nia, is so frustrated that he has 
sought extra powers which 
would move Bosnia along the 
road towards being an inter¬ 
national protectorate. 

"We want arbitration pow¬ 
ers." said a source in Senor 
Westendorp'S office. "Where 
there’s an impasse and there’s 
an obvious solution on the 
table, we want to oome up with 
binding arbitration." 

Although the Sag is purely 
symbolic, the lack of a com¬ 
mon currency, car registration 
system and passport impedes 
freedom of movement and 

trade. 



From Roger Boyes in Bonn 


THE Eurofighter, the contro¬ 
versial combat jet to be built 
with Britain, Italy, and Spain, 
was yesterday given the go- 
ahead by the German parlia¬ 
ment. thus clearing its final 
political hurdle. 

The vote came after the 
latest political dogfight in the 
long-running row over the 
future of the fighter. The fierce 
parliamentary debate saw 
Eurofighter’s opponents using 
the issue to try to shoot down 
Helmut Kohl's Government 
But the need to win next year’s 
elections kept the fronts more 
or less solid: Social Democrats 
and Greens voted against, but 
the governing Christian Dem¬ 


ocrats and the Free Democrats 
(with a few defections) carried 
the day. 

Opposition Social Demo¬ 
crats had openly tried to woo 
members of Hen- Kohl's 
Christian Democratic Union 
in an effort to produce an 
embarrassing defeat for the 
aircraft and the Chancellor. -- 

Although Volker ROhe, the 
Defence Minister, expressed 
confidence that the Euro- 
fighter, which already has 
Cabinet approval and a secure 
bullet allocation, would go 
ahead, it was uncertain until 
the moment of the vote wheth¬ 
er the Government would be 
able to mobilise all its support- 



The Eurofighter is under heavy fire from its critics 


ers. The coalition has a ten- 
seat majority and many Free 
Democrats, the junior coali¬ 
tion partners, are openly 
sceptical. 

The Eurofighter has come 
under heavy fire over the past 
two months as its critics threw 
everything into a last-ditch 
attempt to halt the project The 
fundamental problem has less 
to do with the technical capa¬ 
bilities of the plane than 
the passage of time. Critics say 
that with the end of the Cold 
War; the fighter project is 
unnecessary. 

The most determined argu¬ 
ments have been about shar¬ 
ing work because the 
dinching case for the plane, 
amid all the uncertainty, is foe 
creation of jobs: supposedly 
18.000 in Germany, most'of 
them in Bavaria which, fomi- 
■ naiety, is the home state of 
Theo -W!aigel. the Finance 
Minister. It is employment 
coupled with a vague sense 
that the Eurofighter will keep 
Europe at the technological 
otttmg edge, that yesterday 
. swayed a significant number 
• of otherwise sceptical Social 
■Democrats. 


Arrest after parents see 
lost child in porn video 

From Jeremy Lovell in Brussels . . 


BELGIAN police have ar¬ 
rested a man believed to be 
part of a paedophile pornog¬ 
raphy network involving The 
Netherlands, Belgium ami 
Portugal, the Justice Ministry 
said yesterday. 

The move came after the 
parents of a 12-yearold boy 
who disappeared in Berlin, 
four years ago visited Stcfaan 
De Qercq, the Belgian Justice 
Minister, fo ask him fo act 
They had recognised the boy 
in a dip shown on Dutchtete- 
vision of a p or no gr ap hic vid¬ 
eo made by two men — one 
Dutch, one Belgian. 

The arrest comes after a 
campaign by NeDy Maes, a 
deputy in the Flanders region¬ 
al government. Clips of 
another video sire had seed 
were shown on Portuguese 


television. Two men, one 
Dutch, one Belgian, could be 
seen abusing boys in 
Madeira. 

Mr De Clercq had said he 
was powerless to act as the 
offences had taken place be¬ 
fore Belgium introduced a 
law enaWmg ittfaprosecutEits 
nationals for sex crimes com¬ 
mitted abroad. But Mrs Maes 
said some offences took place 
since then. (Reuters) 

□ Berlin: A German teacher 
went on trial yesterday a&. 
cased of sexually abusing 
children as young as three 

graphs 'featuring child* por¬ 
nography to clients on a list 
of 3300 names. Peter 
Schnaubeft. 50. who , was 
arrested in Galombia, denied 
all charges. (AFP) . 
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method of hormone 
replacement therapy, social 
phobias, noise-induced 
hearing loss, new drugs for 
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T eresa Gorman, the Conservative 
MP. isknown as a keen support¬ 
er of HRT. Mrs.Gonrnan, how¬ 
ever. is lucky to be living now in 
Essex rather than K» years ago in Paris, 
Hormone replaoementis nomew. In 1893, 
a French physician prescribed hormone 
treatment for women, suffering from hot 
flushes. His remedy was a basic one: the 
ovarian extracts from .two sheep were 
served to the menopausal women each 
day . in a sandwich made of unleavened 
bread. 

Science has come a long way from 
ovarian sandwiches. The latest form of 
HRT uses a matrix 
stuck to the skin, 


This farm of HRT should not be used 
unless patients are post-menopausal and 
over 5Q, or have had no periods for one 
year. -• 

In general, women take HRT either to 
avoid' any' menopausal symptoms, or 
.because they want their health to benefit 
from the lang-renm protective effects. 
HRT restores the oestrogen balance and 
relieves both short-term and long-term 
symptoms of the menopause,- but ft does 
have its disadvantages. If ft is taken 
cyclically, women continue to experience 
irregular, bleeds. And oestrogen by itself, 
if not • taken in combination with 


oestrogen and -progestogen combined 
preparation. This method — 
fhe Evcrrel . Conti 
transdermal patch — pro¬ 
vides adequate hormone lev¬ 
els to treat menopausal 
symptoms, without the ne—• 
cessity of cyclical vaginal 
withdrawal bleeding, 

Because die hormone levels 
are constant, premenstrual 
tension, which can be worse, 
after traditional HRT taken 
by mouth, than it is in ■ 
normal periods, is avoided. 

When the patches are first 
used, and for the first few 
months, there may be spotting, som etimes 
severe enough to warrant wearing 
protection. - 

Of the women interviewed who had 
used the matrix patch, 22per cent suffered 
no bleeding or spotting at any time, and 
60 per cent described only minihiil 
bleeding for less than sixoutcfOOdayfr. In 
those in whom die menopause had 
occurred more than three years earlier, 
the bleeding had all finished within three- 
months. Fewer than one in ten found that 
their skin was irritated by the patch..Only 
4 per cent noted any weight gain and only 
7 per cent complained of changes in mood, 
or insomnia. Breast tenderness, head¬ 
aches and unexplained abdominal dis¬ 
comfort were noted by some patients but, 
in general seven out of te n women who 
took the new form of HRT said they were- 
well satisfied with it 


in oombtnation with a 
itch which, when -. progestogen hormone for some of the 
ivers'a continuous cyde or if the patient has not had a 



Teresa Gorman 


hysterectomy,, is more likely to develop 
canoer of the lining of the 
uterus.-- 

Oestrogen in HRT also 
has a very small effect on the 
incidence of cancer of the 
breast, although once the 
course'js discontinued any 
increase in the danger soon 
declines. 

The problem of cancer in 
the lining of the uterus is 
overcome by presentring a 
progestogen. This is essen- 
'tial- for all women who have 
retained their uterus. 

In the short term, 
oestrogen banishes the hot flushes, 
night sweats, palpitations, panic attacks 
and sleeplessness. The pelvic organs, 
which start to shrink at the menopause, 
regain^ their fullness and flexibility. The 
vaginal wall'becomes thicker arid mare 
moist the bladder aricTihe "bladder neck 
become stronger, so that any urinary 
symptoms may be relieved. 

Osteoporosis causes weakening of the 
skeleton after the menopause, so that the 
thigh bone — the neck of the femur — is 
more likely to break and the vertebrae 
■ may collapse. Their brittle bones can 
cause women to look round-shouldered 
and hunched; a problejm made worse if 
the vertebrae collapse. 

The emotional changes associated with 
the menopause are legendary. Women are 
reputed — unfairly, for some of them may 
remain unaffected psychologically by the 



Party time: for people with a social phobia, the prospect of any festive gathering generates feelings of anxiety and fear 


FOR many people, the Christ¬ 
mas party season starts next 
week. Some guests, however, 
will already be filled with dread. 
A recent estimate, published in 
the journal Pmsaiber by Dr 
Katharine Logan and Dr Chris¬ 
topher Freeman, psychiatrists 
at the Royal Edinburgh Hos¬ 
pital, suggests that at some time 
in their fives, between ZS and 
13 3 per cent of people suffer 
from a social phobia. 

The basic fear of people with a 
social phobia — equally com¬ 
mon in men and women — is 
that they are going to make 
fools of themselves, and be hu¬ 
miliated in front of others at a 
soda! or public gathering. The 
very sensitive may also fear that 
if they go to a party they will be 
unable to join in the festive 
mood, and will then be as bor¬ 
ing as they think they are. 

Drs Logan and Freeman sug¬ 
gest that social phobia is the 
second most common phobia, 
tanking only after agorapho- 


Fear of festivity 


bia. In agoraphobia there is a 
fear of being trapped without an 
escape route. 

At a wedding, agoraphobics 
sit at the back of the church so 
that they can get out easily, 
while social phobics sit in a 
normal pew so that they can 
slip in or out without attracting 
criticism from other guests. 

The more anxious that social 
phobics become about being 
harshly judged, the worse their 
performance. Public speaking 
can be excruciating. In some 
cases, social phobia is merely 
part of a more generalised psy¬ 
chiatric disorder termed sec¬ 
ondary social phobia: in others, 
it is primary and the patient has 
no other problems. 

Just as social phobia is differ¬ 
entiated from agoraphobia, so 
those patients who suffer from it 


have to be distinguished from 
those who are abnormally shy 
or have an avoidant personality 
disorder. Those with an 
avoidant personality disorder 
often feel so inferior they avoid 
all social occasions. 

Most patients with agorapho¬ 
bia have had troubles since 
childhood and their behaviour 
as they grow older is deter¬ 
mined by habits and standards 
learnt at that time, whereas 
patients with soda! phobia can 
even remember when it started: 
often in late adolescence or 
early adulthood. 

Treatment for social phobia is 
a combination of drugs and 
psychotherapy. Most common¬ 
ly used drugs are probably one 
erf the ever-increasing band of 
selective serotonin reuptake 
inhibitors, such as Seroxat, 


Faverin. Prozac. Dutonin and 
Lustra!. The Edinburgh doctors 
prefer as a first choice either the 
monoamine oxidase inhibitors, 
such as Nardil, but these 
involve dietary restrictions. 
Moclobemide Manerix is a sat¬ 
isfactory alternative, with fewer 
sideseffects than Nardil. 

Public speakers often find a 
beta-blocker helpful, particular¬ 
ly if their anxiety produces a 
quavering voice or a shaking 
hand. There is a general view 
that taking the occasional 
benzodiazepine, such as Fri- 
sium. is better than relying on 
alcohol as nerve-calmer, but 
addiction can form with either. 

People with social phobias 
also benefit by psychotherapy, 
which tries to explain the 
condition and to reassure 
patients that they are not the 
only ones sweating with anxi¬ 
ety on any public occasion and 
that many others are also 
longing to be at home, away 
from prying eyes. 


Loud music 
and tinnitus 

PRESIDENT Clinton's poli¬ 
tics kept him out of the army 
so that the sound of gunfire, 
aircraft or heavy machinery, 
which had deafened many of 
his American contemporaries, 
is not the cause of his noise- 
induced hearing loss. His 
hearing was irretrievably 
damaged by loud music in 
small, crowded rooms. 

The President is now wear¬ 
ing hearing aids in both ears. 
Severe noise-induced hearing 
loss is usually helped by aids 
whatever the cause. An enthu¬ 
siasm for noisy music and a 
love of music clubs is now a 
frequent cause of deafness. 

The President sianul going 
deaf while a student but once 
it becomes established it usu¬ 
ally becomes progressively 
worse. Once deafness has 
started, it is very important to 
proiect the ears from sounds 
greater than 85 decibels. The 
amount of inconvenience 
hearing loss causes depends 
on the frequencies that have 
been affected, but however the 
narrow the initial band, as 
time goes on these frequencies 
extend and the nuisance be¬ 
comes greater. This type of 
deafness is often associated 
with tinnitus. 


Mobility 
costs less 

A RECENT conference at 
Stanford University in Cali¬ 
fornia was given data on the 
relative safety of the different 
drugs in the Nsaid group. 
Many patients with arthritic 
conditions owe their mobility 
and pain-free nights to these 
preparations, but a high num¬ 
ber has to pay a price with 
gastro-uitestmal bleeding, ul¬ 
ceration or perforation of the 
stomach or intestines. 

Sixteen different drugs 
were evaluated. Two of the 
drugs, Relifex nabumetone 
and Lodine etodolac are 
available here and in the 
cases reviewed there were no 
serious side-effects either. 
Relifex and Lodine compared 
very favourably with indo- 
methadn. naproxen and 
diclofenac. Whereas those 
taking Relifex and Lodine 
had no major problems, there 
were 38 in those taking 
naproxen, 28 in those taking 
indomethacin. 12 taking 
diclofenac and 74 taking aspi¬ 
rin. The figures are mislead¬ 
ing as the length of time the 
patient took each drug vary, 
but however the statistics 
were reviewed, the manufac¬ 
turers must be pleased. 


change — to suffer from terrifying mood 
swings, depression, poor memory, irrita¬ 
bility. aiuriefy and loss of libido. 

Perhaps the most important effects oF 
die menopause which can be thwarted are 
those in the cardiovascular system. With¬ 
in five years of the menopause, women 
are as likely to have heart attacks and 
strokes as men. This risk can be 
dramatically reduced by taking HRT, and 
if there has already been one attack, the 
chance of a second is lessened. It has 
recently been said that HRT is the most 
impor t a nt cardiovascular medicine which 
cardiologists have in their dispensary. 
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Picking up 
the beat 

ALTHOUGH the 
treatment of heart failure 
continues to improve, it 
has a much worse outlook 
than is expected. When it 
is associated with an 
irregular action — atrial 
fibrillation — or there is 
another arrhythmia 
present, controlling the heart 
rate produces a very much 
better lifestyle, but a longer- 
term survival cannot be 
guaranteed. 

Drugs have become 
available that are not only 
effective at dealing with 
the symptoms of heart failure 
but are also associated 
with a longer, as well as more 
active, life. Early 
diagnosis is therefore 
increasingly important 
before there has been any 
secondary damage. 

The Lancet and Update 
have both carried accounts fay 
Dr Martin Cowie, senior 
registrar in cardiology at 
HffHngdon Hospital in 
Greater London, on a simple 
test which measures the 
level in the Wood of EHype 
Natiuretk Peptide, (BNP). 
The higher the level, the more 
likely it is that the patient 
has heart failure. 

This could revolutionise 
early treatment and long-time 
survival and would also 
enable GPs to screen suspect 
patients, avoiding 
expensive investigations. 
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ramping it up in the grounds: the gardeners seemed used to the spectacle 
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Damian Whitworth with the suit he will fight for, EJton is keeping the muff 


Elton John is selling 10,000 items of 
clothing at his charity shop tomorrow. 
Damian Whitworth enjoyed a preview 


Every inch the pop star? Rainbovwcoloared suit and floral embroidered shirt 


bey. But after that? Fur-rimmed specs? 
'o-fbot-high wigs? Platform boots? The 


T hink Elton John. Come on. 
ouicldy now. what is the first 
thought that pops into your head 
when you read the name? At this 
moment it’s probably his performance of 
Candle in the Wind "97 at Westminster 
Abt 

Two-foot-high wigs? 
most garish suits created so far for 
popkind? 

We think of Elton John and we think of 
his outlandish clothes. That is because 
Elton never stops thinking about Ms 
clothes. This is a man who makes 
peacocks look self-effacing, who would 
have left Joseph feeling distinctly drab 
and underdressed in his Technicolor 
dreamcoat. 

Elton parades through life as if it is a 
fancy-dress pageant, and wherever he 
parades, he shops. He can buy more suits 
In an afternoon than most of us wear in a 
lifetime. His closets are bigger than many 
people’s homes. Now he has decided to 
have a dear-out 

Three years ago Elton opened a 
temporary charity shop. Out of the Closet, 
in London, and flogged off 2,000 items 
from his wardrobe to benefit his Aids 
Foundation. This time round he is doing 
things on a rather grander scale. Just 
quite what a mind-boggling scale only 


became apparent when he invited The 
Times to his home for a preview. 

Sadly, Elton was still on his way back 
horn the United States when we called at 
his sprawling red-brick mansion outside 
Windsor. But he had hinted at the size of 
the wardrobes that awaited. “If I have one 
addiction left in my life these days, it’s 
shopping," he said. "I just love buying 
clothes." 

Even his sweeping driveway indicates 
that he is not given to underst a tement, 
lined as it is with neo-classical sculptures 
of men of the Adonis ilk. Inside, languid 
nudes in oils gaze down from large 
canvasses. Whole walls are covered m 
gold and platinum discs. And there are 
dogs everywhere. Elton has 13 in all. 
including eight affectionate border terri¬ 
ers. The book of 1,000 baby names on a 
shelf in the kitchen no doubt helps in 
christening additions to the pack. 

We had been told that the clothes he 
was selling were only those he had 
accumulated over the past three years. As 
we sipped tea with Jenny, his housekeeper 
of 21 years, we tried to calculate just how 
many clothes we were talking arout 

Given his self-confessed clothes habit, it 
seemed plausible that three years of 
clobber would be the equivalent, perhaps, 
to the amount accumulated by the 



Rock and roll sells its sole: Elton’s size-eights include metallic Versace boots 


average pop star in a career. Jenny smiled 
quietly to herself. A notice that EJton has 
stuck on the kitchen board should have 
suggested to us that we were dealing with 
a man who has something as soon as he 
sees it It reads: “Of course I need it today. 
If I wanted it tomorrow I’d order it 
tomorrow." The dothes, which will go on 


sale at Elton’s new London shop from 
tomorrow, have been assembled from his 
various houses around the world. We 
were led to the garages where they were 
bring sorted out. There was, apparently, 
no room to accommodate them all in the 
mansion. 

Inside were rack upon rack of dothes. 


We were taken upstairs to a large 
s t oreio o m above the garage complex. 
Unlike your average storeroom, however, 
this was carpeted, with huge oil paintings 
on the wall, more of those neo-classical 
sculptures of muscular men. and spacious; 
enough for a couple of families. It was 
jammed with dothes racks. Children 
could have attempted to start expeditions 
to Narnia here but given up exhausted 
after wading tiuough the racks for hours, 
only to find more raffs groaning under the 
weight of creations by Versace, Prada, 
Yves Saint Laurent, Donna Karan, Ridi- 
aid James ami Alexander McQueen. 

Robert Key, a friend of Elton’S of many 
years and a co-director of the Aids 
Foundation, was supervising the pricing 
of garments.- He had his work cut out 
Elton had selected between SJXXD and 
10.000 items. 

The truth dawned. Taking into account 
that other dothes were not being sold, this 
meant that Elton had bought on average, 
at least ten items of clothing a day for the 
past three years. Given that some days 
must be non-shopping days, it was 
difficult to imagine what an Elton 
shopping trip was like. 

“He's great fun to be with as a person," 
says “Mr Key slowly. “But shopping with 
him, it's hard to keepup.lt seems that he's 


just buying at random, somebody out erf 
controL But faen threeweeks lateryou see 

- what he is wearing and it has all been 
very carirfully put together.There was this 
plan: it wasn't just ad hoc. 

. “He hasn’t worn it afa but it* quite 
’ surprising how much he has wottl 1 You'vc 

• got to remember thal he’s always touring 
and travelling and- has .to think of 
performances and interviews.. He'll see 
something and buy. it in four or five 
colours, n he wears a shirt far a TV 
interview, that*s fa irs gone.” 

This inigbt sound fantastically frivolous 
if it wasn’t far the dear-outs. Elton says he 
loves “knowingthat all my purchases will 
ultimately be recycled to raise money far 
diarity". 

- He s u pports, the fashion ind ustr y by 
buying a Versace suit for EZOOOTand 
enjoys farads of purchasing and bear¬ 
ing. Then a member of the public boys it 
for £200 and gets a bargain, and. fae 
money goes to charity. 

■ The dothes. for fae sale .are indeed 
absurdly priced. As weO as immaculate 
designer suits from E175-T300. overcoats 
are. similarly priced and untold numbers 
of shuts wOl sell for around £50. The silk 
scarves and baseball caps are cheaper, as 

• are the shoes, which Elton dearly buys in 
the same wild manner as Iznelda Marcos. 
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‘I’d prefer a porcelain 
exhibition to a rock show 9 


THE NEW, sober Elton John will confess to 
only one rice shopping. And it appears that in 
the death of Gianni Versace he lost not only a 
soulmate but also a muse who guided his 
buying sprees. 

“I'd rather go to a porcelain exhibition than 
a rock concert.” he said recently. “In Italy 
Gianni used to take me to see these beautiful 
homes, these beautiful things which normally 
you wouldn't see. He would tell me all about 
them, educate me I’m going to miss that."The 
great consumer was speaking on the Oprah 
Winfrey show. Almost as striking as his 
reinvention as a drug-free rode survivor is his 
retreat, in material terms, 
from tiie saturation kitsch of a 
latter-day liberate to the re¬ 
strained opulence of his new¬ 
ly refurbished English homes. 

Versace may at times have 
been as much a rival as a 
guide. He once boasted that 
he could spend million in 
two hours, telling The New 
Yorker. “I go shopping one 
day in Paris buying things for 
my house in Miami. That 
night I crane back home and I 
see the figure 1 spent. (Ml I 
start to dance.. * 

StilL it is hard not to see his 
influence m Elton’s surround- 
Where jukeboxes, pin- 
machines and outlandish teddy bears 
were once the backdrop for cocaine-fuelled 
parties, there are now Gainsboroughs, Vene¬ 
tian Old Masters and .costly cadres of Meissen 
duna. His huge spectacles are now more often 
sold for Aids relief than worn. 

Long before the death of Diana, Princess of 
Wales, finally legitimised public tears. Elton 
John was one of its most flamboyant advo¬ 
cates. He calls himself a melancholy person 
and considers crying healthy. He wept buckets 
at fae Versace funeral • in- Milan, with a 
consoling Princess at his side. But when the 
Princess died he seems to have coped by being 
the stoic grown-up — a role for winch he 
thanks his sobriety. 

“Seven years ago 1 don't titink I would have 
been able to handle fa” he said, recalling a 
t urnin g point that came during a therapy 
session when his then boyfriend.called him. 
accurately, a bulimic drug addict. He promptly 
checked into a spartan shared room in the 
rehabilitation wing of a Chicago hospital and 





Elton: now has hair weaves 


m; 


says he has not taken dings since."The hardest 
dung was thinking that I could solve every¬ 
thing myself;" he continued. “I thought, ‘I’m 
intelligent. I’m wealthy, I'm successfuL 1 can 
do this.’ 1 couldn't For 16 years I couldn’t say J 
needed help. As soon as I said that I was away, 
arid thanks to those seven years of dean time I 
think I've handled the two deaths very wdL 
I've been able to comfort those I love whose 
loss is more than mine." 

He was never more impressively composed 
than when singing his new version of Candle 
in the Wind at fae Princess’s funeraL “I 
switched oft" he said. “I had to." I wanted to 
sing it beautifully for her. for 
the public and the fondly. 
With that amount of audienoe 
.you’ve got to draw on all your 
experience. You just have to 
grit your teeth.” 

Candle in the Wind, be¬ 
sides sdling nine million 
copies, marked the creative 
high point of John's year. His 
new album. The Big Picture, 
has been less wefl received. (It 
“plods through painfully 
flowered ballads until an col¬ 
our and fragrance are lost”, 
one critic wrote.) The ream] 
appeared two weeks after a 
rare flurry of American tele¬ 
vision appearances by the 

singer. He barely mentioned h on afa no doubt 
waxy of being seen to profit from public 
interest in his performance at die funeraL 
Instead, be plugged a doc um enta r y on his. 
life and style by David Furnish, his partner of 
four years. As he told sootiter interviewer 
recently, he wanted an honest -film:.. “One. 
where people , wifi say ‘She was an "absolute 
cow*." “She", of coarse, is Elton Johfaandin 
Ms Winfrey’s Chicago confessional his hones¬ 
ty became him. He spoke bluntly of .a 1984 
sukhle attempt before hisshort-livedmarriage 
to a German sound technician: \ “I' got 
smashed, went home; got 
stuck my head in the gas oven 
all die windows open." 

He said fast his new hairstyles sate hair 
weaves and that he would like to kill thin 
people who can eat what they tike. His 
departed friends would have toved to bear him 
add that people matter more than things- ... 
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You might notwish to be knocked down by a bus while wearing the Versace boxers, although drivers are guaranteed to swerve at the sight of die chequered suit, original cost £2.000. but on sale tomorrow at the bargain price of £200 


His size-eights-were too sn»U ferine, but - 
a pair of blue suede Versace loafers with a l 
strap inside , the back were-ideal. These 
only emerged when, after sorting through. 
a mountain of footwear. Key went for a 
rummage-in the “shoe-room” in the main 
house. They normally retail' at-around - 
E250 but yvill begoingfor £35 tomorrow 
along with dozens of other pairs. 

A touch disappointingly, the days of the 
virtually unwearable platform boots.seem 
to have passed. Such. trademarks are 
missing from the, sale.- and-so rarethe., 
wacky./glasses and to-extraordinary . 
galkxm-fopped periwig- ihar-he- sported - 
for ; his5Qtfabirthday party r 


- The individual pricing was taking some 
time. At each rack the Aids Foundation 
volunteers found outfits they just had to 
try on. For me too, a man who owns six 
suits af a push, it was too much to resist A 
morning was lost in the worlds biggest 
dressing-up box. 

Mr Key says that although much of the 
gear has been worn by Elton in concert 1 
he had been less outlandish in his choice 
of attire in recent years. Nevertheless, 
there were still many highly exuberant 
styles: With at least half of the offerings 
designed by EltonY late friend, Gianni- 
Versace,- this was hardly-surprising, 

-T- was particularly taken with the 


combination of a . 

velvet Versace ‘Ateachofl 

rainbow-coloured 

StaTY volunteers 
.SSMTliE they just h 

and blue suede 
loafers. Ideal for " 

' brightening up a long day reporting on a 
High Court case, or parting the sea of 
pinstripes at a City reception. 

wlpgi, chequered suit, also 
by ^S^bcei^mnst- have been bought 
. d urim^ a- tubWer -period for Ebon. -The 
trofi^S^WSfe' -rianficaiifly looser mid 


‘At each of the racks, the 
volunteers found outfits 
they just had to try on’ 


needed one of his 

e racks, the 

>und outfits up Cnnsidering 

thar Elton is. at 
1 to try on most, of average 

•' height and. shall 

we say, ' well 
covered, and I am a touch over 6ft tall and 
skinny, it was surprising how many or 
Elton’s clothes did fit Often the trousers 
and sleeves were too short but rooting 
about turned'up some good fit& ' 

‘Between -changes ;1 became quite at¬ 
tached ’fojwearmg^ a luxurious. bladk 


Versace dressing gown, though the cravat 
perhaps jarred with the baseball cap. My 
favourite headgear, a little tight cap - 
bedecked with tiny bunches of bananas 
and a sash, was not for sale. Neither was 
the muff that appeared to have been 
constructed from the greater part of an 
entire pheasant. 

The gardeners batted not an eyelid at 
our japes, which by the end were getting a 
little silly. The gambols around the 
grounds in nothing but Versace boxer 
shorts and a huge fake-fur coat are best 
forgotten, though sadly, 1 fear. The Times 
photographer thinks differently. 

Much more my style was the Harris 


tweed suit by Richard James, which 
would fir beyond all my previous sartorial 
dreams after a little alteration. I shall be 
in the queue at Elton’s shop tomorrow 
morning and anyone who tries to beat me 
to it will have a fight on their hands. 

Ellon, meanwhile, is dearly busily re¬ 
stocking already. In his kitchen a huge 
carrier bag from Joseph stood waiting his 
return, the contents destined, some time 
in the future, to take pride of place in a 
bargain-hunter’s wardrobe. 

Out of the Closet 2, opens /flam tomorrow, at 
34 Dover Street. Wl. and trill be open Monday- 
Saturdav. Slam-7 pm until December JO. All 
proceeds to the Elton John Aids Foundation. 
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Will the PC you buy this 

Christmas be a 

family fav ourite next 

Christmas? f 
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• Windows VS 
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I will plead guilty 
to foolishness, 
but never to fraud 

Jack Lyons rues the day that he became involved 
in the Guinness affair. Today he is still searching 
for answers as to why he ended up in court 


F ifteen years ago, I showed 
a prospective tenant 
around an office building l 
owned near Marble Arch. The 
bright young man in the button- 
down shirt represented an Amer¬ 
ican company of which I had 
never heard. He intrigued me. 
for unlike others who had seen 
the building, his main concern 
was locating computers on every' 
desk and how the cables to 
connect them all together could 
be accommodated. 

These were the days, not so 
very long ago, before die person¬ 
al computer had infiltrated every 
aspect of our lives, and 1 recog¬ 
nised an excitement and an 
energy about this company 
which seemed to mirror the 
mood of die time. A Conservative 
Government was very much in 
power and a sense of enterprise 
was abroad. This was, however, 
to ‘prove a fateful day. The 
company to whom f would 
become landlord, and for whom 
I was subsequently persuaded, 
reluctantly, to play the role of 
eminence grise . was Bain 
& Co. the American man¬ 
agement consultants who ■ 
were intent on doing for 
Irish stout what They had 
already done for the 
Hershey chocolate bar. 

Until then I had always 
understood that “Guin¬ 
ness is Good For You” 
Unfortunately, my per¬ 
sonal experience is quite 
different and I have had 
more than ten years to 
reflect on the events, and 
to regret my part in them. 

1 had just celebrated my 
70th birthday when Bain 
asked me to help Ernest 
Saunders, the marketing 
wizard from Nesttewhom 
the Guinness board had 
appointed to transform 
the fortunes of the Irish 
brewing group and who 
later set his sights on the 
scotch whisky industry 
and beyond. 

Some will argue, per¬ 
haps with justification, 
that I was old enough and 
experienced enough to 
know better, and that I 
should never have allowed my¬ 
self to become entangled in die 
"Guinness Affair”. 

To these people I respond by 
saying that it didn’t feel much 
like an "affair” at the time. And i 
am not sure, even after the 
passage of more than ten years, 
some of which were sadly spent 
in prison by three of those 
involved, that things have 
changed very much. 

If my apparen r lack of remorse 
appears shocking, let me ny to 
explain. 

The Guinness bid for Distill¬ 
ers was of course opportunistic, 
audacious and arrogant. Bur 
history’ has proved in spades just 
how right it was. and the 
shareholders of Guinness and 
Distillers, together with the com¬ 
panies' employees, have had 
good reason to be thankful to 
those who made it happen. 
However, as the report of the 
DTI inspectors who were ap¬ 
pointed to investigate the bid will 
today point out. some aspects of 
the bid broke the rules, and 
some, it is argued, broke the law. 

Guinness's bid. although rec¬ 
ommended by the board of 
Distillers, had to compere with 
an offer from Argyll, the 
Safeway supermarkets group. 
Both companies were offering 
their own shares, rather than 
cash. Distillers’ shareholders 
therefore had to choose between 


alternative offers whose compar¬ 
ative value changed hourly in 
line with movements in the share 
price of both companies. It is no 
secret that both Argyll and 
Guinness were active in support¬ 
ing the price of their own shares 
and. as today's report also 
shows, each was involved in 
depressing the share price of the 
other. This activity came as little 
surprise to those involved in the 
bid. The City's leading stockbro¬ 
kers, merchant bankers and 
corporate lawyers had all seen it 
before, and they took it in their 
stride. 

Even the prospective knockout 
blow of a Monopolies and Merg¬ 
ers reference of the Guinness bid 
was addressed with the same 
down-to-earth determination 
and resolve which was ultimate¬ 
ly to deliver success. And it was 
in respect of the reference that 
my political contacts were suc¬ 
cessfully called in to play, much 
to the gratitude of the Guinness 
board, if not the DTI inspectors, 
who are apparently rather less 



1 have had more 
than ten years to 
reflect on events, 
and to regret my 
part in them’ 

impressed by my achievements. 

All of us involved with the bid 
worked hard. Each day merged 
with the next, with a few hours of 
sleep snatched in between. The 
DTI inspectors seem to have 
formed the view that the whole 
thing was a calculated breeze. I. 
for Insrance. am credited with 
having provided the ' occasional 
avuncular chat”. Bur my memo¬ 
ry is very different. And the 
inspectors seem to have forgot¬ 
ten completely that the huge fees 
which were offered reflected 
success. Failure would not have 
been rewarded. 

And this, perhaps, was at the 
heart of the problem. We all had 
our heads down, intent on 
winning. In charge of the process 
was a man who meL in every 
respect, the Shavian definition oil 
the “unreasonable man" — 
someone without whom 
progress is impossible. 

fn our anxiety ro win. perhaps 
we all did forger the rules, 
presupposing that we knew 


them in the first place. If they 
were forgotten, we have surely 
paid the price, for few of the 
distinguished names which 
graced the Guinness “War Cabi¬ 
net” have escaped devastation of 
their professional or personal 
lives, or both. 

In my eighty second year. I 
find myself surveying the pages 
of a report which depicts the 
actions of another age, and 
which includes several deeply 
uncomfortable references to 
my behaviour. Some are uncom¬ 
fortable because they are false; 
others because they are true. 

Not a day has passed in die 
past ten years when I have dot 
asked myself the question 
“Why?" Why did I allow myself 
to become involved? Why id I 
fail to confirm whether these 
actions were lawful? Why did die 
Guinness lawyers not tell us that 
they weren't? And why. if such 
comprehensive breaches of the 
rules took place, were only some 
of the professionals, the men 
whose job it was to know the 
rules, prosecuted success¬ 
fully? 

Ten years ago, I could 
find no answers to these 
questions when I was 
asked them by my child¬ 
ren. Today, all too pain¬ 
fully, I am being asked 
the same questions by 
ray grandchildren, and 
I am still bereft of 
answers. 

I amply do not believe 
that my actions were 
criminal and, in the seem¬ 
ingly endless search for | 
truth, 1 continue to spend 
a great deal of time and a 
corresponding amount of 
money in pursuing this 
matter through the 
courts. I am. however, 
prepared to plead guilty to 
foolishness. 

As a 70-year-old who 
had long since retired 
from the hands-on man¬ 
agement of businesses, I 
was unquestionably flat¬ 
tered to be playing a 
leading role in the biggest 
takeover fight in British 
corporate history. Per¬ 
haps puffed-up with a sense of 
my own importance, and hin¬ 
dered by a lack of famfliarity 
with the rules and regulations of 
the day. I allowed myself uncriti¬ 
cally to enjoy the excitement of 
the chase and to profit from its 
success. 

In foe years since; 1 have had 
cause every day not just to regret, 
but also to appreciate foe contin¬ 
uing support and kindness of my 
dear wife, my family and ray 
friends around foe world. 
Thankfully. I know from person¬ 
al experience that any headlines 
from today’s revelations will be 
condemned to the same Bate as 
this article — supporting the 
weight of tomorrow's fish and 
chips. My only prayer is that 
soon I will be able to put this 
ghastly business behind me and 
get on with what is left of 
my life. 

Pure Genius? Pure Poison? 

Jack Lyons . who was knighted 
for his services to charity and the 
arts, became embroiled in the 
Guinness/Distillers scandal 
through his advisory role with 
the larding consultancy firm, 
Bain O Co. His part in. the 
illegal share support operation 
that enabled Guinness to take 
over Distillers brought him to 
trial in 1990. He was fined £$ 
million and stripped of his 
knighthood. 



The death of trust 


T he advocates of euthanasia 
are on the march. Next 
month a Private Member’s 
Bill promoting “doctor-as¬ 
sisted dying" will be briefly debated 
in Parliament The Government has 
already made it dear that it does not 
support the legalisation of euthana¬ 
sia. But the law forbidding it has 
already been weakened by the courts, 
and it could be further undermined 
by Law Commission proposals on 
mental incapacity on which the 
Government is soon to consult 
Contemporary morality tends to 
elevate foe right to choose above 
every other value. It finds offensive 
the traditional teaching on the sancti¬ 
ty of human life which has been part 
of common morality in Western 
societies. This outlook is having 
many profound effects. It has 
desensitised many people to the evil 
of abortion. It has also predisposed 
many to support euthanasia. 

• Euthanasia aims 1 at ending a life 
judged to be no longer worth living.' 
either because of suffering, or 
because of p resu me d poor “quality”. 
The aim is accomplished either by a 
direct action, such as administering a 
lethal injection, or by depriving a 
person- of medical treatment or- 
ordinaiy care in order to bring about 
death. An essential defining charac¬ 
teristic of euthanasia is the intention 
ro end life, that is. to kill. 

It is therefore completely different 
when a doctor uses drugs in order to 
alleviate pain, even when doing so 
may hasten death as a foreseen 
result The doctors intention is not to 
kill, but to relieve pain. It serves the 
advocates of euthanasia to obscure 
this distinction. Some reports of the 
Annie Lindsellcaseinthe High Court 
a few weeks ago seemed to suggest 
that a victory had been won for 
euthanasia. Ms Lindseil, terminally 
ill from motor neurone disease, 
sought a declaration from foe court 
that her doctor could legally adminis¬ 
ter pain relief even if the drugs 
shortened her life. In fact no declara¬ 
tion was needed, or given. Both foe 
law and. indeed, morality have 
always permitted doctors to adminis¬ 
ter palliative drugs to alleviate the 
symptoms of terminally ill patients, 
even if death is hastened as an 
unintended effect. 

Efforts to introduce legislation to 
allow active euthanasia (such as 
giving a lethal injection}, or assisted 
suicide (such as leaving lethal pQis 
for the patient to take themselves}, 
have so far failed in this country. 
There is a risk, however, that 
euthanasia could alter by the back 
door as a result of certain court 


to debate euthanasia. Cardinal 
Basil Hume issues a warning 


decisions and Law Commission pro¬ 
posals. These appear to sanction not 
active but passive euthanasia, that is 
intentionally terminating life by foe 
withdrawal or denial of treatment 
Clearly, life need not .be preserved 
at ail costs when a person is already 
dying. Medical treatment though not 
basic nursing care; can and should be 
withdrawn (after appropriate con¬ 
sultation and agreement) when it is 
futile or imposes an excessive burden 
on the patient To allow a person to 
die in these circumstances is. not 


to be no longer worth livings 

Additionally, the Law Commission 
proposals would appear to give 
statutory force even to suiddaiiy- 
motivated advance refusals of medi¬ 
cal treatment Although suicide has 
been decriminalised, assisting a per- 
son to commit suicide is still a 
criminal offence. So It should remain. 

The Government is right to consult 
an the Law Commission proposals. 
Whatever tbdr other merits, they 
must be amended to pnsure_fbai. 
euthanasia aad assisted sutade re-. 


euthanasia. Moreover.- when death is.' .main illegal, eveb ^when brought, 
imminent and inevitably a person about pasrively. that is try denial or' 


can morally refiise .'. •' 

treatment that 
would only secure a , T’Viprp 
precarious and bur- * 

densome prolongs-. •* • * c 1 i 

tion of life. Such a -XIM 

refusal is not the gxtt+im, 

same as suicide, but ClUlL 

simply an accep- . j 

tance of the Lmrai- COUlQ I 

nence of death. . . • - 

But what i! death ' flig 
is neither imminent ^^^ 
nor inevitable? Sup- ~ 
pose a doctor were to withhold 
insulin from a young, unconscious 
diabetic with the intention of bring¬ 
ing about death, because the doctor 
thought the patient's life to be not 
worth living. That would be passive 
euthanasia- If the'doctor were delib¬ 
erately to withhold insulin in order to 
assist in carrying out the patient’s 
previously declared wish to end his 
life, it would be assisted suicide. 

Court judgments, such as that in 
the Tony Bland easy already appear 
to permit passive euthanasia in 
certain situations. Furthermore, foe 
Government is about to consult on 
Law Commission rec ommend a tion s 
to overhaul foe law relating to 
decision-making in respect of men tal¬ 
ly-incapacitated adults. AS drafted, 
these proposals would appear to 
enshrine in statute some of foe 
disturbing precedents already set by 
the courts. They appear to be so 
widely drawn as to permit foe 
withdrawal of treatment in certain 
circumstances not only on the basis 
that it is futfle where death is 
imminent or inevitable, but even in 
order' to terminate life because that 
person's life is judged by others 


There is now a 
risk that , 
euthanasia 
could enter by 
the backdoor 


__ withdrawal^ 'of 

treatment. 

2 HOW 9 . If passive eutha- 

* UUW a . nasia ^ to 

fUof • . statutory, accep- 

, '..tance. pressure for 
■ . the . decrimina- 

UiiMd. - lisation erf active eu- 
tHanasia would 
nter Dy. increase. If it were 

t j- • . ;ac ceptab le.for doc-, 

icaoor ^ deliberately to 

■ bring about death 

by amission, why 
not by an act? Would it turf be kinder 
to dispatch patients by a swift lethal 
injection rather than subject them to 
a Lingering death by disease or thirst? 

There is every likelihood-that a Law 
permitting euthanasia even in limit¬ 
ed areomstances would, as with 
abortion, lead ton more widespread 
practice, fn The Netherlands 13 years 
ago foe courts declared active eutha¬ 
nasia lawful in certain circum¬ 
stances. Although the Dutch 
guidelines require an explicit request 
toon the patient, many thousands of 
patients have had their lives termi¬ 
nated without explicit request and 
recent decisions of Dutch courts have 
declared lawful the lrfHhig of babies 
with disabilities. The Dutch experi¬ 
ence confirms that once it is allowed 
that doctors (or others) inay judge 
whether a human life is wrath living, 
(as they inevitably do in carrying out 
voluntary euthanasia) no&votemtafry 
euthanasia inexorably follows. In¬ 
deed, if patients can benefit by being ’ 
killed, is it reasonable to deprive 
them of that benefit because they are 
incapable of asking for it? - 
There would be other serious! 
consequences if our society were to 


; 1 legalise euthanasia. One disturbing 
effect would be to devalue die 
contribution which olderpeople and 
; 'tile disabled have to make. The sense 
• thatthey were unwanted, a burden to 
then; families and a cost to society, 

■ would undermine their self-worth. 
Todays right to die would become 
tom orrows duty to die. 

The doctor-patient relationship 
would be corroded. Patients, who are 
often in any case extremely vulnera¬ 
ble, have to be able to trust their 
doctors. They cannot easily do so 
unless they can be-confident that 
doctors will never be disposed to kill 
them, and that doctors have no 
warrant to ask whether they are 
north caring for or treating. ' 

Moreover, the humane motive to 
develop truly compassionate and 
effecthte approaches, fo the care of the 
.... suffering , and the dying would be 
,Jpuleniuned .if euthanasia), were 
j legalised a^. were .to appear foe 
“cosfc-fcfrective”' option. A substantial 
part of foe hospital resources of the 
NHS are spent on patients in their 
fast -yams of life The -economic 
i^tradionsofeutitenasiaarecfcvica^ 
It would be a dangerous and insid¬ 
ious temptation^. 

So too is foe demand for spare 
organs. For instance, it has recently 
been argued that patients in a 
persistent vegetative state should be 
. ^yen fethal injections (rather titan 
dying as a result of the withdrawal of 
treatment) so that their organs may 
be used for others. 

' Te‘ should note that in 
% A / '1994 the House of Lords 

m/ Select Committee, on 

V .. Medfcal Ethics unani¬ 
mously opposed the legalisation of 

- active euthanasia. It concluded that 
“Societjrs prcrfnbitiofi of intentional 
kilting ... is the cornerstone of law 
and of social relationships. It protects 

- each me of us impartially, embody¬ 
ing the belief that all are equal ... 
The death of a person affects the lives 
of others, often inways and to an 
extent which cannot be foreseen. We 
believe that the. issue of euthanasia is 
one in which the interest of the 
individual cannot be separated from 
the Interest of society as a whole." 

. Advocates of euthanasia often 
trade on the fear of pain, suffering 
and deathl But in recent advances in 
Putative care and effective pain 
rdiet and especially the growth of 

■ the h ospice- movement, have all 
contributed a great deal to affirming 
tte fogutyof pe^fe in evoy phase of 
ufe andtohtflp them to die at peace. 

-Killing a person can never be the way 

to respect human life. 


Lunch crunch 

IS there life in the old hound yet? Alan Clark, the magnificent farmer 
Defence Minister, fell into conversation yesterday with the equally 
admired Lauren Booth, half-sister of Cherie. According to Miss Booth, a 
2&-ycar-old former model, the energetic MP asked her to lunch. To this 
proposal, she says she gave her consent. They met at the Highland 
Park/Spectator Parliamentarian of the Year awards at the Savoy. 
Conversation flowed. Now this charmer of the Tory benches assured old- 
fashioned moralists when he re- 
fumed to Parliament in May that 
his roving days were through, yet 
he retains a certain confidence. 

"Sometimes I look incredible," he 
told my colleague, Valerie Grove 
recently. So did Miss Booth con¬ 
cur? “He looked more crumpled 
than I expected." 

Clark scored rather higher than 
that other Tory heartthrob Michael 
Pun ilk), whom Miss Booth, daugh- Clark and his new pal 

ter of the actor Tony Booth, met at 

the same lunch. “1 tried the old Jenkins af Hillheatl. After John 
masonic handshake," she suggest- Redwood's muscular speech, Ray 
ed. “but got no spark bade." muttered: “He is the Tories' Tessa 

Her attentions, it would seem, Blackslone,” before stalking out. 
are directed elsewhere. The son of — 

John Prescott. David, cropped up . « 

in conversation. “Now he." she WllfP Sri ITT 
drawled "is really tasty.” ^ 

OVER lunch wirh Mo Muwfam. 
• PRIZE for the sharpest remark Northern Ireland Secretary, and 
at yesterday's lunch goes to Lord Frank Johnson, The Spectator's 




the Dorchester. Not all were in 
convivial mood. One had been 
ordered to hire evening dress from 
Moss Bros. “Bloody outrageous 
that we are propping up the doss 
system wearing these clothes." 
grumbled the proles' champion. 


n T A J? Y Wakey, wakey 

JL-xjL. XV. .X- WAS it the alarm dock, or could 


mercurial Editor, talk turned to ter¬ 
rorism. "We have often been 
described as foe political wing of 
the Conservative Party." said 
Frank erf his magazine. "And it has 
been suggested to us thatwe should 
decommission some of cur arti¬ 
cles." The theme was taken up by 
Miss Mowlam. She disclosed that 
she “ran away" from her security 
guards when first elected but since 
then has been accompanied wher¬ 
ever she goes. “My security guards 
begin every sentence with ‘surety 
not Secretary of State*. I now call 
them both Shirley." 

• THE Commons had a prewar 
feel on Tuesday nigkl. Liberal 
Democrats barrelled in for an eve¬ 
ning vote in black tie. having at¬ 
tended their Parliamentary Ball at 


WAS it the alarm clock, or could it 
be a snub? Peter Ljiky was to 
appear on Radio 5 live yesterday 
morning. But as Nicky Campbell’s 
phone-in began, there was no sign 
of him. Luckily, hardworking John 
Redwood agreed to do a phone 
Unk, Ufley’s secretary was keen to 
fake the blame “There was a mix- 
up. Peter thought he had been 
booked for foe night before.” 

•A READER who has fast bought 
a pager for his wife was surprised 
when it burst into life with a mess¬ 
age intended for a labour MP: 
"Chancellor to shake up tax and 
benefits. Whips want MPs to back 
aits to lone parent benefits.” 


Double take 

RALPH FIENNES, the handsome 
English Patient star, and Iain 


Sproat one of the few ministers to 
emerge with much credit from the 
last Government, may make an un¬ 
likely pair. But both share a {na¬ 
tion for Alexander Pushkin.. 

They are working an separate 
projects to mark the bicentenary of 
foe Russian writer's birth. Fiennes 
is co-producing and starring in a 
film version of foe author's cupric, 
Eugene Onegin, while Sproat, who 
sadly lost his seat last May. heads 
the editorial board that is translat¬ 
ing all foe Russian's works for the 
first time into English. Hie first 
four volumes and foe film are due 
to be released in 1999. "We are look¬ 
ing ra see if there is any way we can 
be of mutual help,” explains 
Sproat, who met Fiennes recently. 
“We might tty to coordinate the 
publication of the books with the. 
Km." Could this be the start of 
something: Fiennes the minister. 
Sproat the film star? 

• PADDY ASHDOWN, the admi¬ 
rable Liberal Democrat leader, 
has sent rather cross email mes¬ 
sages to underlings complaining 
that the party has not capitalised 
on its Winchester triumph. Why. 
he wanted to know, was the story no 
longer receiving coverage? You did 
jolly well, Paddy , but the last drop 
of victory has been drunk. 



Doomed romance actors Arina W6jdkiewicz and HuwGarroon 

Can we shoot that again, loves? 


THE MAKERS of a film chroni¬ 
cling the true story of .two lovers 
tom apart by the Second World 
War received a surprise as their 
opus was. about to recoye its: 
p re mi ere. Bride of War tells how 
John Eftvyn Jones, a Welsh Guard 
iii a Polish T\>W camp, falls for 
Cetinka, a local girl After a secret 
marriage. Efwyn Jones escapes, 
and. back in Wales, is told that 
Cetinka had died of TB. Elwyn 
Jones himself has spent the past 


five decades believing this r 

end to the film to be the tr 

Ce un*a , s son has just pooo 
reveal that she had note 
Rather, she lived in Polsu 
i^r death seven years ago 
tog that the Communist: 
tad prevented her contaa 
husband. A producer gasp 
wlj have to seriously c 
giving foe film a new endn 

Jasper Gei 
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NEW SCHOOL TIES 

Labour's plans to bridge the educational divide 


Under Ttmy Blair, the Labour Party's 
attitudes to many aspects of society have 
described a parabola from downright hostil¬ 
ity through silent denial to wary or even 
enthusiastic acceptance. Free enterprise; top- 
rate taxpayers and nudear weapons , have. 
now been joined fay private, schools in the list 
of things that Labour toyed to hate but now 
tolerates. .Yesterday ;the * schools minister; 
Stephen. Byers, inspired a warmer reception 
from an association of private school heads 
than, his predecessor,. Emily Blatdi, won 
from the same audiencein die same venue 
four years ago. — 

In its 1983 manifeko.Iabour promised to' 
abolish, private schools. Advised that such a 
policy would be ifle&d under European law, 
the party then dhcjjte to ignore and despise 
them in equal measure. As recently as 1995, 
David Bhoikett, x&w Education Secretary, 
suggested imposing VAT on school fees. The 
policy lasted OTiiytfroni breakfast to hmch, 
when Mr Blair masted pn a retraction. Now . 
Mr Byers has drawii back even from the 
threat to withdrew charitable status from 
independent Schtjols. 

Hie party returns some old animosities: 
the abolition of-a^fisted places was as much 
about class eqyy. as saving money. Mir 
Blunkett, along/; with Gordon Brown, still 
resents the disproportionate number of 
places that private school pupils win at 
Oxford and Cambridge. But Mr Byers* 
speech suggested that the Government is 
more concerned now with levelling up the 
state sector than penalising the privateone. . 

At the Girls' Schools Assocation, he 
poured forth a ; torrent of warm words. “The 
time has come,” he said, “for old prejudices 
to be buried." He reassured the beads by 
insisting: “It is not part of this Government's 
agenda to encourage the Charity Com¬ 
mission to withdraw charitable status from 
independent schools." He praised the pri¬ 
vate sector's high educational standards. 
But he made it dear that the excellence seen 


there could be more widely disseminated. 
Private schools already have a long, if 
unrecognised, tradition of opening their 
doors to the wider community. Eton is one of 
several with links roseate schools. 

Now, though, the Government is en¬ 
couraging more bridges to be built between 
the two sectors. Stale school pupils could 
study some A Jevel subjects, such as Latin 
and Russian, at local private schools. The 
independents could host summer schools to 
coach them for Oxbridge entrance; Tfeachers 
could be exchanged, and trained in private 
classrooms. As a gesture of good intent, the 
Government is offering £500,000 (half of 
which comes from a benefactor, Peter 
Lampl) to finance pilot projects next year. 

There are dear educational benefits to the 
state school pupils involved. But what is in it 
for the private schools? Despite Mr Byers* 
-assurance that these schemes must be 
voluntary and should not be allowed to 
compromise educational standards, many 
schools will oblige out of political prudence. 
The Government will be watching their 
response, and a churlish reluctance now 
might spdJ trouble later. 

They may find, though, that opening their 
doors benefits their own pupils too. The lack 
of understanding between young people of 
different backgrounds is exaggerated by 
their physical separation. A child at a private 
school, who is driven everywhere and lives 
in an expensive house, may rarely come 
across a contemporary from a working-class 
family. 

A little more social muring might break 
down the hostility. But both sides need to co¬ 
operate. Some private schools complain that 
their local authorities and state schools want 
nothing to do with them — and even bar 
them access from public libraries and public 
health schemes. If Mr Byers wants these 
partnership schemes to work, he must also 
address the attitudes of thosewho have most 
to gain from them. 


WHITE-WASHING WINNIE 

The ANCmust not stop Mrs Mandela coming to trial 


The most .extraimfinary occasion of post- 
apartheid South'Africa vriB shortly reach its 
climax. Throughout .this Week, numerous 
witnesses— 43 in total — have appeared 
before the Truth and Reconciliation Cqzn- 
mission to ou tline the case against Winnie 
Madfldzjela-Mandela. It can safely be as¬ 
sumed that many more would have been 
brought m front of Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu and his team were it not for tfae dtmate: 
of fear !that surrounds titese eyente.' Tbe - ' 
brutal jhurder df 14-year-old Stompie 
Moeketsi Sdpei has been pinned directly on 
Mrs Mandela. She has also been accused of 
involvement in several more murders and 
numerous instances of assault and torture. 

The most compelling figure has been 
Katiza Cebukhulu who, at considerable 
personal risk, returned to South Africa and 
spoke against Mrs. Mandela. His story 
illustrates an important second aspect of this 
tragic , saga, the means by which critical 
individuals were deterred from offering 
testimony at Mrs Mandela’s original trial in 
199L Several senior ANC members seem to 
have been implicated in a conspiracy to 
spirit Mr Chbukhulu away to Zambia. As a 
result Mrs Mandela was charged only with 
kidnapping and ultimately avoided a cus¬ 
todial sentence. Some of those who sought to 
pervert the course of justice then, have seats 
at the Cabinet table today. 

It is not dear why these grave matters are 
now. with, the Troth and Reeonaliaiion 
Commission. That body was established to 
invei^igatelniman rights abuses conducted 
under apartheid and in the context of that 
systein add the struggle against it The 
kfifinguf children would conventionally be 


seen as a criminal matter for the courts. The 
Commission has the power to make certain 
' recommendations to the police. Archbishop 
Tbtu should be requesting a new triaL 

This outcome is far from certain. It may 
not be in the interests of the ANC leadership. 
Its chief concern is the party conference next 
month at which Mrs Mandela will be a 
candidate for the post of ANC Deputy 
President If elected, she would probably 
•. become South African Deputy President two 
years later. Nelson Mandela and his 
supporters know that this would be a 
disaster. The ANC strategy therefore is to 
use the Commission to air the charges 
against Mrs Mandela and undermine her 
credibility. They hope that will be enough to 
stop her.. 

This p^cal objective fe not matched by a 
passion for justice. If Mrs Mandela came to 
trial there would be many awkward quest¬ 
ions. How much did the hierarchy of the 
ANC know about her alleged reign of terror 
in Soweto? Who derided that she should be 
saved from imprisonment sixyears ago? The 
ANC want Mrs Mandela to lose next month 
and then disappear as a political figure. It is 
uncertain that they will achieve their first 
aim and exceptionally unlikely that they will 
realise the second ambition. 

The best hope for the truth does not lie 
with either Archbishop Tutu or President 
Mandela. It may instead rest with Baroness 
Nicholson, who has protected and provided 
safe haven for Mr Cebukhulu. She has said 
that she would help befog a private prose¬ 
cution if the funds were forthcoming. All 
those who wish South Africa well must hope 
that she succeeds. 




DANDY IN THE WIND 

Or the crocodile rocker shedding his skins 


• ■ sfc - * • 

■ EM® John; not so much the Peter Pan of Pop 
as“5is Tmkerbell. is clearing .out his 
wardrobe: As our correspondent Damian 
Whitworth reports in pur femire pages, it is 
a task more testing than dearing the Augean 
Stables. Elton boasts more designer labels 
than Harvey, Nichols but,,..unlike the 
Knigfttshridge frock shop, he is selling them . 
a| at knock down prices Elton'S exercise is. 
na mere spring dean but a .comprehensive 
stripping: heVcasting off the Full Monty. If, 
however his shedding of threads were. Full 
Affontystyie, accompanied by music it would 
have to be Goodbye YeQdw Kitsch Clothes. 

Therewill be those whose nose turns up at 
thethaughlof slipping into suits, let alone 
' boKr-shorts, which once swaddled the 
Whtibrdwarblefs; ample frame. But if there 
is at thread running through the English¬ 
man^ wardrobeit-is the ubiquity of second¬ 
hand. clothes. No Oxford undergraduate, 
would- risk a Conunon ball without .the 
battlehardenfid Full Dinner Jacke t of hi s 
forefathers- Evening dressisn evening 
di^/withoutance^^ frf 

barathea. On the moors the gun; wtum 
rnbst be ac^msd from a kindly idative.win 


* 


fora generous grandparent 
Iris not only the uniform of Old Britain 
but the due of CoolBritannia whirii relies 
n mnn thehand-me-down arid cast off. From 
Netting' Hifl lo Nottingham rwyding ex¬ 
tends from paper to firada. Grand dame 
who have tired of their couture allow those 


• with tighter Bardaycard limits but similar 
waists to snap up designer bargains in 
- specialist second-hand stores. The artistry of 
the ori ginal, with all its genius of design and 
craftsmanship in the cutting-room, depends 
on a customer willing to pay handsomely for 
something hot off the catwalk. Once novelty 
bis faded, however, quality still remains. 

’ -Those lattes who Lunge for this season's 
creation would not dare risk befog seen in 
the game frock twice. But the passing of their 
passion is, Eke game going high, a reason to 
cherish the perishable. If it were not for the 
fashion victim's fickleness the chance to 
wear a work bf art would remain the 
preserve of the few rather than becoming, 
through the second-hand store, a treat for 
the many. It is a process'as much Old Toiy 
as Flew Labour — proof that, trickle-down 
economics works. 

Elton is, however, a figure like the Queen 
— above politics. His motivation is the 
purest charity. While Camegjes and Gettys 
may have set the standard for philanthropy 
Ebon's royalties from Candle in the Wind 
land the profits from his doset-dearing have 
-enriched good causes as generously as any 
prince of commote. Fop music and fashion 
are exercises in the ephemeral, the freezing 
of taste at a moment in time. But when both 
are imbued wife feeling and aspire to art 
their appeal canfranscend the circum¬ 
stances whim created them. So it was with 
Candle in the Wind, so. in their capacity to 
generate new happiness for buyers and 
benefiaaries, it is with Elton’s motley. 


/• 
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Opposition to coastguard dosures 


Tory need for 
radical reform 

From Mr John Hamm, MP for 
Orpington (Conserwz owe) 

Sir. Today's leading article, "Reform 
and resistance", an the leadership of 
toe Conservative Party is entirely 
■ right Universal franchise is die cen¬ 
tral issue. ’ _ 

I have proposed to the 1922 Execu- 
. tiveCocnmittee that MPs alone should 
trigger an dection and whittle the con¬ 
tenders down to die final two or three, 
tart at that point the franchise should 
be thrown open to all party members 
on a one person, one vote basis. 

The main objection to this seems to 
be that it would favour incumbents 
and weD-known figures. If, however, 
the penultimate and final stages were 
separated by three to four weeks 
during which open campaigning took 
place, an outsider would have ample 
opportunity to make his or her mark. 

This is a radical step but it would 
have immense advantages in revital¬ 
ising the party and fits well whh Wil¬ 
liam Hague's modernising approach. 

Yours sincerely, 

JOHN HORAM. 

House of Commons. 

November 25. 

From Mr Peter Frankel 

Sir, Contrary to your report (Novem¬ 
ber 24). members of the Charter 
Movement are not “rebels”; they are 
supporters of the Conservative Party 
and its aims. Our intention since 1981 
has been to ensure that the Conserva¬ 
tive Party becomes more democratic 
and more attuned to the opinions of its 
members. . 

The intent is to improve the party 
and to return it to government. At 
present it is inviting ideas on how to 
become more democratic and listen¬ 
ing more to the views of those who 
support it 

As a member of the Charter Move¬ 
ment's executive, 1 fail to see how 
those providing such views can be 
described as rebels. 

Yours faithfully, 

PETER FRANKEL, 

Elmstead. 

Chapel Road, 

Limpsfield Common, Surrey. 
November 25. 


From the Medical Practitioner 
to the Island of Shapinsay 

Sir, Your correspondent. Commander 
Fethersione-Dilke {letter, November 
21). mentioned the proposal by (he 
shipping minister, Glenda Jackson, 
seemingly cm the advice of the Coast¬ 
guard Agency, to close four coast¬ 
guard rescue sub-centres in the North 
of England and Scotland. One of these 
is the Pfcndand Coastguard Station 
situated on Orkney, whose work will 
be transferred to the station at Aber¬ 
deen. over 100 miles away. 

The Pent!and station covers the 
notorious Fentland Firth, that area of 
sea between the north coast of Scot¬ 
land and the Orkney archipelago, 
which is the most dan^rous stretch of 
water around the coastline of die 
United Kingdom. 

The proposal is ill-advised, follow¬ 
ing as it does from an over-reliance on 
high technology to the exclusion of tra¬ 
ditional methods, and the devaluing 
of that most prized possession to the 
seafarer in distress, the Coastguard 
Agency'S local knowledge. 

Some months ago, when involved 
in the contingency planning for medi¬ 
cal emergencies on thtf island. I dis¬ 
covered that the ropes which had pre¬ 
viously been part of the Stamford 
equipment of our coastguard team 
had been removed on the authority of 
the Coastguard Agency. I asked the 
agency whai it would do if a small 
child fell a few feet over a cliff edge, 
and was lying unconscious on a ledge. 

The Chief Executive. Chris Harris, 
replied with an elaborate plan invol¬ 
ving a helicopter from Shetland (over 
80 miles away), and teams from 
various other islands, the response 
time for which would mean that ui the 
climate we have here, the child could 
have died from exposure, even if rela¬ 
tively uninjured by the fall 

The over-reliance of the Coastguard 
sendee on technology represents a 
misguided and out-of-date line of 
thought. Glenda Jackson should think 
again before making a wrong and 
potentially dangerous derision. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN BROOKE, 

Ehvickbank, 

Island of Shapinsay, Orkney. 
November 21. 


From Mr Tim Eaton 

Sir, A few years ago HM Coastguard 
made very considerable savings by 
dosing their lookouts. Other than ves¬ 
sels with functioning radios, those in 
distress were to rely on fellow mari¬ 
ners and sharp-eyed members of the 
public to spot their signals and raise 

the alarm. 

Three years ago the National Coast- 
watch Institution was established and 
registered as a charity, modelled on 
the RNU. Our iookoul station on Bass 
Point, here on the Lizard, was the first 
of the derelict lookouts to re-open and 
we have now maintained a daylight 
watch here every day for almost three 
years, manned entirely by volunteers. 
During events such as the Fastnet 
Race and when called upon by the 
Coastguard we keep 24-hour watches. 

This small village already provided 
men for the Lizard lifeboat and the 
Auxiliary Coastguard. Of the thirty 
watchkeepers here, several are redun¬ 
dant coastguards, former lifeboat- 
men. seamen and naval officers. 
Others, like myself, are landlubbers. 
All watchkeepers undertake training 
and we keep a log of passing vessels, 
yachts, canoes, diff-walkers and 
climbers. Perhaps our most regular 
function is to monitor the inshore 
fishermen who often work alone in 
small open boats in these dangerous 
seas. 

Our station has been joined by 15 
more during our three years of opera¬ 
tion. More are planned. We raise 
funds in the usual ways to pay for our 
daily communications with Falmouth 
Coastguard, and to maintain and 
equip our station. 

We have been helped by our 
landlord. The National Trust and by 
other charities and local businesses. 
We have a second-hand radar set and 
marine radio scanner. We hope that 
our next acquisition will be large 
mounted binoculars similar to those 
which were removed by HM Coast¬ 
guard when they closed the station. 

Yours faithfully. 

TIM EATON (Honorary Treasurer. 
NCI Bass Point). 
a-Wartha Menhyr. 

The lizard, Cornwall. 
e@eoton.co.uk 
November 21. 


Royal forbearance 
in face of change 

From Mrs R. Gyles 

Sir, My admiration for HM the 
Queen continues to grow (letters, Nov¬ 
ember 26). Some five years ago her 
country flatly refused to help with the 
rebuilding of the fire-damaged pans 
of Windsor Castle, which, after all. is a 
national monument as well as her 
home. 

She is now about to lose the Royal 
Yacht, which has also been used io de¬ 
velop trade with countries most suc¬ 
cessfully, and it seems we are too 
mean (or do I mean miserly?) to have 
Britannia refitted once more or a re¬ 
placement built both of which would 
bring work to British shipyards. We 
now hear she may lose the royal train 
(report November 17). 

From the weekend press, it appears 
that inheritance tax due on the Prin¬ 
cess of Wales’s estate is to be paid in 
foil, without any recourse to legiti¬ 
mate tax-avoidance schemes. Can you 
imagine whai meanings and outcries 
there would be if any of her subjects 
lost privileges connected with their 
life's work and were also faced with a 
vast tax bill? Would they not endea¬ 
vour to find ways of tax avoidance? 

Her Majesty has given this country 
so much over the past 45 years, can we 
not appreciate this and stop taking so 
much from her? 

Yours faithfully, 

R. GYLES. 

April Cottage, Market Lane. 

Greet Cheltenham, Gloucestershire. 
November 26. 

From Mrs R. Herbert 

Sir, 1 was dismayed to see the front 
page headline and reports on Novem¬ 
ber 22 concerning the “last words" of 
Diana. Princess of Wales. 

It struck me as being extraordi¬ 
narily insensitive to publish this infor¬ 
mation during the week of Her Majes¬ 
ty’s golden wedding celebrations, stir¬ 
ring up pain and grief and casting a 
shadow aver an occasion when the 
nation was trying to put behind it that 
tragic event — and celebrate with the 
royal couple a joyfol and meaningful 
occasion. 

I did appreciate, however, your 
leading article. "New monarchy", on 
the same day. celebrating the anniver¬ 
sary and the monarchy's future. 


Tobacco sponsorship 

From the Director of Ash 

Sir, Mr Max Mosley. President of the 
F&d&ration Internationale de 1’Auto- 
mobfle (letter, November 24). says 
that if the EU imposes a ban on tele¬ 
vised tobacco sponsorship of motor 
raring in Europe, Formula One “can 
easily” move out of Europe and beam 
back television pictures of unrestrict¬ 
ed tobacco advertising at new grand 
prix events in Asia or Eastern Europe. 

In fad there is the power to deal 
with this problem by regulating 
broadcasting. Cigarette advertising 
on TV has been banned in foe UK 
since 1965 and across all of Europe 
since 1991. ft would not be a great leap 
to extend this to tobacco advertising at 
televised Formula One events. 

This would be unlikely to mean a 
blackout of Formula One. It would 
lead to an agreement between foe 
broadcasters and the event organisers 
to keep tobacco afowtisfog off the TV 
screens — either by using new techno¬ 
logies to superimpose non-tobacco ad¬ 
vertising or by simply not having 
tobacco billboards in front of every 
camera and everything else covered in 
cigarette adverts. 

By forcing Formula One to choose 
between television and tobacco, gov¬ 
ernments in Europe and elsewhere 
could foD the tobacco industry in its 
efforts to use motor raring to 
encourage young people to smoke. 

Yours sincerely, 

CUVE BATES, 

Director. 

Ash (Action on Smoking and Health). 
16 Fitzhardinge Street, Wl. 

November 25. 


Smokers and tolerance 

From Mr Kerin Cobb 

Sir, Bernard Levin writes today 
(“When smokers are a drag", Week¬ 
end. November 22) with his usual 
mixture of intelligence and good 
sense. Like him, I am a non-smoker, 
and have no personal axe to grind. 

However, 1 am disturbed by the 
increasing influence of foe growing 
army of people for whom foe rule of 
law is not enough, and who feel that 
they have an additional right to tell 
foe rest of us what we may and may 
■ not do, read and not read, see and not 
see, and even think and not think. 

Society needs laws, and it needs 
compassion, but it also needs tol¬ 
erance. Non-smokers should be able 
to live and work without tobacco 
smoke around them. There must be 
non-smoking areas of public trans¬ 
port and public buildings, and I shall 
siT in them. But I will not look with 
hatred and contempt at those who 
choose to sit elsewhere and smoke, 
provided that they cause me no harm 
or annoyance. 

If they wish to smoke then it is their 
right and none of my business, or the 
business of anyone else. Too many 
people seem all too willing to jump on 
foe bandwagon of persecution of 
minorities. 

Yours sincerely, 

KEVIN COBB, 

19Spuriings,Oundle, 

Merborough, Cambridgeshire. 
xqt06@diaLpipex.com 
November 22. 


Lessons in commerce 

From MrM. B. Murphy 

Sir, Simon Jenkins says (“Falling into 
a tiger trap", November 26): “If the 
guru Michael Porter is correct and 
global commerce is the armed conflict 
of our age. then commerce should be 
as vital a part of the curriculum as 
military service once was." 

He suggests that young people 
should recognise such concepts as 
price mechanisms, economic growth, 
etc. 

This is dearly to misunderstand the 
role of foe ordinary citizen. Drafting 
someone into foe Armed Forces mere¬ 
ly requires them io be given sufficient 
training to perform some relatively 
useful task, even if it is in the cook¬ 
house. Even at the sharp end, little 
more is usually required than foe abi¬ 
lity to follow orders. The direction and 


Targeting tax 

From Major-General Mike Reynolds 
(retd) 

Sir, “A lOp starting rate |of income 
taxi would benefit undeserving rich 
and deserving poor alike, a real waste 
of public mono' which could be much 
better targeted at foe bottom end" 
(leading article. “Brown'S way”. Nov¬ 
ember 26). 

Surely foe same principle applies to 
Gordon Brown's remarkable gift of 
£20 to every pensioner household to 
help with heating bills. 1 folly accept 
that some pensioners need assistance, 
but do those paying higher-rate tax, or 
even basic rate, really need that £2)? 
Come to that do the same groups 
really need that £10 at Christinas? 

The same could be said about child 
allowance and free medicines for 
those in these tax groups. Why do suc¬ 
cessive governments fail to direct tax¬ 
payer’s money to where it's really 
needed? 

Yours faithfully, 

MIKE REYNOLDS, 

8 Grassingtan Road. 

Eastbourne, Sussex. 

November 26. 


Wildlife stamps 

From M r Peter Stockwell 

Sir, I am delighted to see that, by 
means of the new issue of postage 
stamps (photograph, November 22). 
we are informing the world that we 
conserve wildlife so badly that even 
the song thrush is an endangered 
species. 

Yours faithfully, 

P. STOCKWELL, 

55 High Street, 

Wil burton, 

jEly. Cambridgeshire. 

November ZL 
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conduct of conflict is the job of foe 
strategist. 

Therefore, it is unnecessary for all 
young people to be forced to study eco¬ 
nomics. All that is required from them 
is that they contribute to the economic 
resources used by foe strategists in the 
struggle for global commercial sup¬ 
remacy. 

This is achieved in modem times by 
“persuading" them to put their earn¬ 
ings into tine right investment funds, 
etc — the modem equivalent of idling 
foe common populace that their rulers 
were waging a “just" war. 

Yours faithfully, 

MARTIN B. MURPHY, 

Department of Law, 

The University, 

Queens gate, 

Huddersfield. West Yorkshire. 
sbusmbm@pegasus.hucLac.uk 
November 26. 


Irrational 7 bans 

From Dr Charles S. Bestwick 

Sir, I read with interest the comments 
of leading ophthalmologists that laser 
pens are unlikely to cause damage to 
foe retina (report. "Eye experts dis¬ 
miss fears on laser pens as hysteria", 
November 24; see also letter, Novem¬ 
ber 25). I am sure that thousands of 
university students will be relieved to 
know that they will not suffer irrepa¬ 
rable damage should a lecturer run 
amok with his pointer. However. 1 
fear that the opinions of ack¬ 
nowledged experts will have little 
effect on the Government’s delibera¬ 
tions concerning any ban on these 
instruments. 

For example, in voting to ban foe 
legal ownership of cartridge-hand- 
guns, politicians of all parties were 
quite happy to ignore Home Office 
crime statistics, the Cullen Report (foe 
Labour Party opted for a ban at least a 
week before the report was publish¬ 
ed). a Commons select committee, nu¬ 
merous amendments from foe Lords 
and a whole array of experts. We see a 
similar attitude towards the sale of 
“aJ copops”. 

In short, this Government is not 
interested in facts but prefers to ad 
on the ill-founded concerns of an 
increasingly irrational public which 
gains foe vast majority of its informa¬ 
tion from foe sensationalist tabloid 
press. 

Yours faithfully, 

CHARLES BESTWICK. 

Braehead Farmhouse, 

Keig, Aberdeenshire. 
csb@rrLsari_ac. uk 
November 25. 


Testing the water 

From Mr Paul Have 

Sir, Your report today on the proposed 
conversion of Kensington Palace into 
an art gallery, states that “The 
scheme Has been floated by Royal 
Household officials and leaked to test 
public reaction.” 

Will it not then sink? 

Yours faithfully, 

PAUL HA YE, 

West Haye Farm. 

Haye, Callington. Cornwall. 
November 24. 


Yours faithfully, 
ROSEMARYHERBERT. 
Meadow Fold, 

South Road, liphook. Hampshire. 


Noye’s raindrops 

From Mr A. P. Woolrich 

Sir. There is more to making a rain¬ 
drop machine for Britten’S Noye’s 
Fludde than simply hanging china 
mugs on a length of string (letter. 
November 26). The manufacture of 
the one used in last week's perfor¬ 
mance of foe piece in St Mary’s Parish 
Church. Bridgwater, by the pupils of 
St Mary’S VC School was nor easy. 

A job lot of mugs bought for it 
proved all to have the same note. St 
Mary’s congregation turned out their 
cupboards and eventually we were 
able to assemble a reasonably convin¬ 
cing scale of notes. Incidentally, pot¬ 
tery mugs were more tuneful than 
china. In foe hands of a professional 
tympanist using metal sticks foe 
device exceeded all expectations. 

Noye’s Fludde also calls for a wind 
machine. This was made from bits of 
an old bed and parts of some redun¬ 
dant music rests. It proved exhausting 
in use and deserves a second life as an 
exercise machine for foe elderly over¬ 
weight. 

Yours sincerely, 

A P. WOOLRICH 
(Modtdmaker and turner). 

Canal Side. 

Huntworth, Bridgwater, Somerset. 


Tate's taste 

From Mr Ray Miles 

Sir. I was astonished today at Richard 
Cork'S opinion of foe Havemeyer Col¬ 
lection and how clever “Sugar King" 
was to buy Impressionist art while Sir 
Henry Tare bought prosaic, over¬ 
priced Royal Academicians (Arts, “A 
sweet tooth for Impressionists”). 

Henry Tale's purchases were as 
fashionable in his day as foe Have¬ 
meyer Collection has now become. He 
had the vision to give us a great 
museum. 

Mr Cork may feel Heniy Tate’s 
taste was dull, millions of visitors to 
his gallery do not 

Yours faithfully. 

ROY MILES, 

Roy Miles Gallery, 

29 Bruton Street, Wl. 

November 25. 


Back of the stalls 

From Dr John H. Greensmith 

Sir, I read recently that a cinema in 
Bolton is to open 24 hours a day 
(News in brief, November 8). When, I 
wonder, are they going to Hoover foe 
carpet? 

I can see it now: “Excuse me, love, 
can you just lift your feet up while I get 
under that seat... Tut, you ought to 
be out in the fresh air on a nice day 
like this.. .** 

I don’t believe they’ve thought it 
through. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN GREENSMITH, 

36a North Street, Dawn end. Bristol. 
November 22- 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November 2& The Queen received 
die Bishop of Newcastle (die Right 
Remend John Wharton) who did 
homage upon his appointment. 

Her Majesty afterwards re¬ 
ceived the Bishop of Sheffield (the 
Right Reverend John NichoUs) 
who did homage upon his 
appointment. 

The Rt Hon Jack Straw MP 
(Secretary of State for die Home 
Department) administered the 
Oaths. 

The Bishop of Derby (Clerk of 
the Closet] was in attendance. 

The Queen held a Council at 
12.10pm. 

There were present The Rt Hon 
Ann Taylor MP (President), the 
Lord Irvine of Lairg (Lord Chan¬ 
cellor). the Rt Hen David Biunkett 
MP (Secretary of State for Edu¬ 
cation and Employment) and the 
Rt Hon Nicholas Brown MP 
(Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Treasury). 

The Lord Carter and Sir Charles 
Mantel! were sworn in as Mem¬ 
bers of Her Majesty* Most 
Honourable Privy CountiL 

Sir Richard Buxton made 
affirmation as a Member of Her 
Majesty's Most Honourable Privy 
Council. 

Mr Nigel Nicholls was in atten¬ 
dance as Clerk of the Council. 

The Rt Hon Ann Taylor MPhad 
an audience of Her Majesty before 
the Council- 

Members of the All Blacks 
rugby team and management 
were received by The Queen this 
afternoon and remained to Tea. 

The Rt Hon Tony Blair MP 
(Prime Minister and Fust Lord of 
the Treasury) had an audience of 
Her Majesty this evening. 

The Duke of Edinburgh. Presi¬ 
dent. this morning presented the 
National Playing Fields Associ¬ 
ation President's Certificates for 
1097 at Buckingham Palace. 

His Royal Highness. Patron and 
Trustee, today attended Receptions 
at St James's Palace for Young 
People who have reached the Gold 
Standard in The Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh’s Award. 


The Duke of Edinburgh, Honor¬ 
ary Member, this evening at¬ 
tended a Dinner in honour of The 
Queen of Denmark at the United 
Oxford and Cambridge University 
Club, Pali Mall, London SW1. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November 26: The Prince Edward. 
President, the Commonwealth 
Games Federation, this evening 
held a Reception at St James’s 
Palace to launch the 1996 United 
Kingdom Commonwealth Games 
Appeal. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November 26. The Princess Royal, 
CoJoneJ-in-Chief. The King’s Royal 
Hussars, this afternoon received 
Major General John Friedberger 
upon relinquishing his appoint¬ 
ment as Colonel of the Regiment 
and Brigadier Ewan Morrison 
upon assuming the appointment 

Her RoyaJ Highness. President 
Royal Naval Museum, accompa¬ 
nied by C^pcam Timothy Laurence 
RN. this evening visited the Naval 
Historical Library, HM Naval 
Base. Portsmouth. Hampshire, 
and later attended a Dinner and 
Reception on board HMY Britan¬ 
nia, Portsmouth Naval Base. 
CLARENCE HOUSE 
November 26: Queen Elizabeth 
The Queen Mother was present 
this evening ax a Reception given 
by the Royal United Kingdom 
Beneficent Association at Marl¬ 
borough House. 

Dame Frances Campbell-Pres- 
ton and Sir Alastair Aird were in 
attendance. 

KENSINGTON PALACE 
November 26: Princess Alice, 
Duchess of Gloucester. Deputy 
Colonel-in-ChM. The King's Royal 
Hussars, this afternoon received 
Major General John Friedberger 
upon relinquishing his appoint¬ 
ment as Colonel of the Regiment 
and Brigadier Ewan Morrison 
upon assuming the appointment. 

The Duke of Gloucester. Presi¬ 
dent, NABC - Clubs for Young 
Pfeopte, this afternoon visited the 
headquarters at 371 Kennington 
Lane, London SEI1. 


Royal engagements 


The Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh wifl visit Radley Coll¬ 
ege. Oxfordshire, at 11.00. Later. 
The Queen will visit community 
projects in Berinsfidd, Walling¬ 
ford, ai 1-55. 

The Duke of Edinburgh will .visit 
Milton Park, near Abingdon, visit¬ 
ing RM at 1.55 and Oxford 
Asymmetry at 230. 

Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother wfll attend a reception 
given by the Franco-British Society 
at St James's Palace at 6.30. 

The Princess Royal, as President. 
Save the Children Fund, will visit 
HM Prison Holloway at 9JO: as 
Patron. Sense - The National 
Dea(blind and Rubella Associ¬ 
ation, will visit a charity shop. 57 
Seven Sisters Road, at 1120: will 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: Anders Celsius, astrono¬ 
mer. inventor of the thermometer. 
Uppsala. Sweden. 1701: ’ Robert 
Lowth. clergyman. Winchester, 
1710; John Murray, publisher. 
London, 1778: Fanny Kemble, ac¬ 
tress. London, 1809; Sir Charles 
Sherrington, physiologist. Nobel 
laureate 1932, London. IS57: Juho 
Paasikivi, President of Finland 
1946-56, Tampere. 1870; Chaim 
Weizmann. biochemist. 1st Presi¬ 
dent of Israel 1949-52. Mold. 
Belarus, 1874: Jimi Hendrix, rock 
guitarist. Seattle, 1942. 

DEATHS: Horace. Quintus Hora- 
tius Flaccus. Roman poet, SBC; 
Jacopo Sansovino, sculptor. Ven- 


atrend the Starehe Endowment 
Fund (UK) luncheon reception at 
the Goring Hotel. Beeston Place. 
Grasveoor Gardens. London SW], 
at 12JO; and as fatron. Victim 
Supfiort, will attend the annual 
meeting. The Brewery. ChisweD 
Street, London ECI. 2.00. 

The Duchess of Gloucester, as 
Patron. National Asthma Cam¬ 
paign, wfil attend a musical eve¬ 
ning at Drapers' Hall, at 7.00. 
frincess Alexandra, as Patron, will 
open the new Workplace Day 
Centre of BEN - Motor and Allied 
Trades Benevolent Fund at Hum¬ 
ber Road, Stoke. Coventry, at 2.00; 
and will open Helen Ley Court for 
the Helen Ley Charitable Trust at 
Berioote Road. Blackdown. Leam¬ 
ington Spa, Warwickshire, at 3JCL 


ice, 1570; Sir John Eliot, par¬ 
liamentarian, London, 1632; An¬ 
drew Meikle, agricultural 
engineer. Dunbar, 1811: Alexander 
Dumas the Younger, dramatist 
and poet, Paris. 1895; Tom Wads, 
actor-producer. Ewell, Surrey. 
1949; Eugene O’Neill, dramatist. 
Nobel laureate 1936, Boston, 
Massachusetts. 1953; Arthur 
Honegger, composer. Paris, 1955. 
William Shakespeare married 
Anne Hathaway. 1582. 

Two policewomen, the first to be 
granted official status in Britain, 
reported for duty at Grantham, 
Lincolnshire, 1914. 

President Charles de Gaulle re¬ 
fused Britain entry into the Com¬ 
mon Market, 1967. 


By Michael J. Hendrie 

ASTRONOMY CORRESPONDENT 

MERCURY begins the month 
as an evening star, setting 
only an hour after sunset on 
the 1st and then dosing with 
the Sun to be at inferior 
conjunction (between the 
Earth and Sun) on the 17th. It 
then becomes a morning ob¬ 
ject and by the 31st the O 
magnitude planet rises more 
than an hour and a half 
before the Sun. It might just 
be visible daring the first few 
days of December very low in 
the southwest but should be¬ 
come fairly easily visible to 
the naked eye in dawn twi¬ 
light low in the southeast 
from Christinas into the New 
Year. Waning crescent Moon 
dose by on the 28 th. 

Venus is a very conspicuous 
evening star reaching greatest 
brilliancy on the 11th (4.6 
magnitude). In mid-month it 
will be setting three hours 
after the Sun and will domi¬ 
nate the early evening sky 
over Christmas and into the 
first days of the New Year. It 
readies inferior conjunction 
on January 16 and will be 
rather low in the dawn sky for 
much of 199S. Crescent Moon 
to the north on the 3rd and 
31st Venus dose to Mars on 
the 22nd. 

Mars is 12 magnitude and 
I moves from Sagittarius into, 
Capricorn us during Decem¬ 
ber. Mars will be setting more 
than two hours alter the Sun 
by end December and should 
remain visible to the naked 
eye throughout the month low 
in die southwestern sky. 
Moon to the north 2nd-3ni 
and 31st. 

Jupiter is also an evening 
star. -2.1 magnitude and in 
Capricorn us setting by 20h 
late in the month. Moon to the 
north on the 4th-5tfa. 

Saturn is in Pisces and 0.7 
magnitude, reaching a sta¬ 
tionary point on the 17th after 
which it will resume its direct 
(eastwards) motion against 
the stars. It sets soon after 
midnight by the 31st Moon 
dose to Saturn on the 8th-9th. 

Uranus in Capricorn ns and 
Neptune in nearby Sagittari¬ 
us require optical aid to locate 
them; both set soon after 18h 
by end-December. Moon to 
the north on the 3rd-4th and 
30th-31st 

The Moon: first quarter 7d 
06h, full Moon 14d 03h, last 
quarter 2Id 22h and new 
Moon 2Jd !7h. The Earth: the 
winter solstice, when the Sun 
readies its most southerly 
point over the Tropic of 
Capricorn, is at 2id 20h. 

Sunset on the 1st is at 15h 


United Oxford & Cambridge 
University Club 

The Queen of Denmark attended a 
dinner held last night at 71 Pall 
Mail to mark her Honorary 
Membership of the United Oxford 
& Cambridge University Club. The 
Duke of Edinburgh and Dame 
Anne Warburton proposed the 
toasts. Mr Brace Williams, chair¬ 
man, presided. 

Dr Geoffrey H. Sadder 
Dr Geoffrey H. Buchler was the 
host at a dinner held last night at 
the House of Commons by cour¬ 
tesy of Ms Cheryl Gillan. MP. Sir 
Sydney Chapman. MP. Mr Robert 
Syms, MP, Ms Caroline Spdman. 
MP and Councillor Alexander 
NteoU also spoke. 

Among others present were: The 



Forthcoming 

marriages 


SOUTH HORIZON 


The diagram shows the brighter stars that will be 
above the horizon in the latitude of London ar 23h 
(I I pm) u the beginning, 22 h (10 pm) in the middle, 
and 2 In (9 pm) at the end of the month, local mean 
time- At places away from the Greenwich meridian 
the Greenwich times at which the diagram applies 
are later than the above by one hour for each 15 deg 


west or Greenwich and earlier by a like amount If the 
place be east. The map should be turned so that the 
horizon the observer Is facing (shown by the words 
around the circle) Is at dir bottom, the zenith being at 
the centre. Greenwich Mean Time, known to 
astronomers as Universal Time and expressed In 24- 
hour notation, is used in the accompanying notes. 


50m and on the 31st at I6h 
00m while sunrise is at 07h 
45m and 08h 08m on the same 
dates. Astronomical Tmlight 
ends at I7h 55m and ISh 05m 
early and late in the month 
and begins again at 05b 45m 
and 06h 06m. 

The Geminids meteor 
shower reaches maximum ac¬ 
tivity on the 13th-I4th when on 
a dear moonless night more 
than 60 meteors per hour may 
be expected. The radiant area 
from which they appear to 
come is marked on the chart 
Unfortunately this year 
moonlit skies will obscure all 
but the brightest shooting 
stars. 

Over the past few weeks 
Venus and Mars have both 
been viable in the southwest 
in twilight On October 26 
Venus was just two degrees 
bdow Mars and then through 
November the two planets, 
both moving eastwards 
against the stars, separated to 
about 10 degrees as Venus 
was moving more quickly 
than Mars. Venus, whose 
orbit is inside that of the 
Earth, will be 72 million km 
from us on December 1 while 
Mars, whose orbit is larger 


Dinners 

Ambassador of Switzerland. Lon! 
Selkirk of Douglas. Sir Jeremy 
Hanley. Mr John Emburey, Mr 
Duncan Leopold. Mr Stephen 
Nathan. QC, and Mr John G 
Underwood. 

Ddoitte & Touche Consulting 
Group 

The 11th Dekritte & Touche 
Consulting Group defence dinner 
was held at the Royal United 
Services Institute fin- Defence 
Studies on November 25. Hie 
managing director, Mr John Ev¬ 
erett. was in the chair and the 
Righr Hen Lord Gilbert. Minister 
of State for Defence Procurement, 
was guest of honour. 27 members 
of the combined defence com¬ 
munity attended. 


than the Earth’s, will be 305 
million km from us. During 
December Venus's orbit wil] 
carry tire planet more and 
more towards the Earth and 
its apparent motion, against 
tiie stare will slow down to 
become stationary on the 25th. 
After this it will move west¬ 
wards and Venus and Mars 
will separate, with Mars to 
the east or left of Venus again 
as it was before their dose 
approach in late October. 
Venus will pass between the 
Earth and Sun in January. 
Venus will again pass very 
dose to Mars, less than a 
degree, on the 22nd. The Sun 
will overtake Mars also even¬ 
tually. but not until next May. 

The five naked eye planets 
mil all be In the evening sky 
in early December. Mercury, 
nearest the Sun, will be hard 
to see, then Mars. Venus. 
Jupiter and Saturn. Near 
Mars will be 8th magnitude 
Neptune and near Venus 5.7 
magnitude Uranus. These 
two planets will be hard to see 
under these conditions of low 
altitude and bright sky even 
in a telescope. But all the 
major planets except Pluto are 
in the same part of the sky, fo 


The Centre for Jewish-Christian 
Relations 

Mr Clemens N. Nathan was the 
host at a dinner held at the 
Athenaeum an Monday to launch 
the Centre, for Jbwisb-Christian 
Rdarioos in Cambridge. Rabbi Dr 
Nicholas de Lange. leader in 
Rabbinics at Cambridge Univer¬ 
sity, Mr Edward Kessler, Director 
of the Centre; and Mr Stephan 
Smith. Founder and Director of 
the Beth Shalom Holocaust Me¬ 
morial Centre. Nottingham, were 
the speakers. Among the guests 
wens 


the' east of the Sun, this 
December. 

On October 2. 1996, the 
writer saw all the planets 
from Mercury to Neptune on 
the same day. Then some 
planets were to the east and 
some to tite west of the Sun. 
Opportunities to see them all 
on one date do notariseevery 
year: usually one or more is 
too near the Sun. Mercury is 
surprisingly bright at times 
and given a dear sky and an 
unobstructed view to the hori¬ 
zon it may well be observable 
in early December, especially 
in biooculars. 

□ The Times Night Sky 1998 
booklet contains monthly 
charts and notes on the year's 
events and important devel¬ 
opments in astronomy and 
spaceflight Published' try 
Times Bodes, ISBN 07230 
0993 7. - Price £3.99 from 
bookshops or by. post (add 
ELOO p&p) from Dept 941N, 
HarperCoUins Publishers, 
WcstoinU Road, Bishop- 
briggs. Glasgow G642QT, or 
24-hour telephone ordering 
service for credit card custom¬ 
ers: 0181 307 4052 quoting , 
Pept94lR •=-■.- o -*_• 


Buckingham 
Palace iundieoh 

The Queen and The Duke. of 
Edinburgh held a luncheon party 
at Buckingham Palace yesterday. 



Mr M.D. Andrews 
fold Miss K.E. Vigors 
The engagement is announced 
between Mictod David, son of 
Mr fouF Mrs -DA. Andrew?, of 
Richmond. Yorkshire, and 
Kathjynr Emma, elder daughter of 
Mr 'BLA.- J ViguiVof Beckenham, 
Kent,, and Mrs CM. Vjgurs, of 
Shirley: Sumy. 

Mr J-T. Baity 
aadMinLAC. Chapman- 
The aigagomcnt is announced 
between James. , elder, son of Mr 
and Mrs Ridbard Bariy.ofMeysey 
Hampton,, Catiucesteiihlre. 'fold 
lisa, younger daugtaerttfMramd 
Mrs. Dams- Chapman/pf. Scahy, 
North Yorkshire. 

! MrDJ. Bandied 

The engagement $ announced 
between David, son of jMraikl 
Mis George BuradraL of 'Rdey. 
Gloucestershire, and Elizabeth, 
elder daughter of His' Honour 
Judge John Cofycr. QC foul Mrs 
Colyer. flf Kent 
Mr D.P. Charters 
and Mira BLM. Goklanaitb . 
Tbe engagement is. announced 
between David, son of Mr and; 
Mra James Charters, of Adelaide, 
'Australia, and Brenda. daoghter 
of die late Cyril Goldsmith and of 
Mrs Doris Acton, of Cambridge. . 
MrH-J-Seddon 
and MisaEJ. Whitworth 
The engagement , is foutoitbeetf 
between Henry, younger .son of 
Mr D. Seddon, of Rochdale,' and 
Mra P- Atherton, of Great Sutton, 
Cheshire, and Emily, .daughter of. 
Mr and . Mrs Roy Whitworth, of 
Lavenham. SuffbDc 


Commander WJJVf. Ffox&XKT 

and Miff J- Wotfe-Momy 
The engagement is announced 
between William, eldest son of the 
late Rear-Admiral and Mrs Hugh 
Faulkner, and Jacqueline, younger 
daughter of the late Colonel Sir 
John and Lady Usher. 

Mr CBlt Howman 
and Miss KLL. Priveft 

Thtr engagement is announced 

• betwcoLColin. son of Mr and Mrs 
X.C.R. Howman. of Shemwton. 
Middlesex, and Kathryn, daughter 
of Mr fold Mrs RJ.C Privett, of 

- PiihrighL Surrey. 

-. and Miss T.E Osbortmgh 
' The .engagement is announced 
between^Ntcholas. only son of the 
. fete Allan Levitt and of Mrs 
William Prophet and stepson of 
Mr William Prophet, of Exeter,. 

Devon, arid Tara Elaine, twin 
daughter of Mr and Mrs' Neville 

* Osborougb. of Sunninghill. 
Berkshire: 

Mr A.JEL PridOTOX 
ami Min PS. Corrias 
The- engagement is announced 
between Adam, eider son of Mr 
and Mis Juttan Prideaux. of West 
Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, and 
pifrr, daughter of the Italian 
■ Ambassador' tp Belgium and Mrs 
Francesco Corrias. of Avenue 
, Legrand. Brussels, and Via di 
Matte Brianza, Rone. 

Mr J-M A Thesiger 
and Miss JJMJLL Uoyd 
The engagement is announced 
betweenjnstin. twin son of Mr and 
.Mis Michael Thesiger, of Redhifl, 

. arid Joanna, onty daughter of the 
late Mr Irate* Uoyd and of Mra 
Lloyd, of Ridmfohd- 


Memorial service - Birthdays today 


Mr E.W.H. Christie 
A memorial service for Mr Eric 
William Hunter (Bill} Christie, 
barrister and campaigner, for the 
Falkland Islanders, was held on 
Tuesday in Linodnls Inn CbapeL 
Canon WBliani Norman offici¬ 
ated. Sir Maurice Drake fold Ms. 
Hazel watiamson, QC. read the 
lessons. Ms Lynn Wagner gave a 
reading and Mr BiH diaries gave 
an witness. Among others present 
were 

Mrs Christie (widow! Mr Robert 
Christie and Mr Null Christie 
(sons), Mrs Jonathan Newman - 
and Miss Catrlona Christie 
(daughters). Charlotte Christie. 
Ben Christie. Alex Newman and 
Katie Newman (grandchildren), 
the RerAJLH. MacLeod (brother- 
in-law). Mra Michael MaCBain 
(sister-in-law), - His Honour 
Michael Hickman. Mr and Mra 
Alasdfor MacBaln. Dr fold Mra . 
Magnus MacLeod. Miss Nicola 
Christie, Mr James MacBaln, Mr 
Alden McGrath: the Master. 

. warden. Court of Assistants and 
Liverymen of the Clockmaken* 
Company, benchers and many 
other friends. 

An Identical service washeld.ai 
the same time in the Cathedral In 
Pott Stanley, Falkland Islands. 



Legal appointment 

Mr Christopher Tuotal to be Chair¬ 
man erf the Copyright Tribunal. 


St Paul’s Gills’ 
School 

The Gow ai fo is uf St Rod* Girls’ 
Sfchoof anhomice me appointment 
of MBs Elizabeth Diggory (Head 
Mistress of Manmester High. 
School for GirisVas High M&stitss 
of St PfoilY : Girls’ School with' 
effect from September I, 1998, in" 
succession to Miss Janet Gough. 


Luncheons 

IVGiMttaiitic Club ‘ ' ' - 
Dr Wilfred Prewo, Chief Executive, 
of Hannover Chamber of Industry 
aritT Commerce. was the guest of 
honour and speaker at a luncheon 
of the Mid-Atlantic Chib held . 
yesterday at Dartmouth House. 

' Mr Walter Lessing presided. 

.Mind 

Sir Sigmund Sternberg... Mind 
Jubilee Patron, was the host at a 
thank you-Iundieoh fin- Mind’s' 
Jubilee Pafrotishekf at the Royal 
Society ctf Medicine on Tuesday. 
November 25. Ms Judi Clements, 
Chief Executive, also spoke. 


Mr John AJderton. actor. 57; Dr 
John Ashworth, chairman, British 
Library, 59; Mr Rodney Bewes. 
actor, 60: Lord Bridges. 70: the Rev 
Dr- Edward Carpenter, KCVO. 
former Dean of Westminster, 87; 
the Earl of Cottepham. 49; Mr 
. Gayyn Davies, economist, 47: Mr 
Robert DougalL broadcaster. 84; 
-Air Marshal Sir Eric Dunn, TO; 
Mr James. Evans, former chair¬ 
man. International Thomson Org¬ 
anisation. 65; Lord Howard de 
' Walden. 85: Miss Verity Lambert, 
film and television producer. 62: 
the Marquess of Lansdawne, 85; 
Sir John Maddox, former Editor, 
Nature. 72: Bareness Mafialieu, 
QC. 52: Lord Nickson. t& Mra 
Margaret Parry, former Head¬ 
mistress, Heathfidd SchooL Ascot. 
7& Mr Aian SimpsorL anfoor and 
scriptwriter, .68; Mr Ernie Wise, 
comedian, 72- 


Haberdashers’ 

Company 

The following have been installed 
afficeis of the Haberdasjrers’Com¬ 
pany for the ensuing yean 
Master. Mr NJCS. Wills.- War¬ 
dens. Mr D.G.G Ingfefieki. Mr 
JX.G. Preveti. Mr GJVL Powetl. 
Mr JJS-N. Bates. 

"University news 

Oxford . : , . 

Winter WQfiams Law Prizes 1996 
-The first prize has been avyarded to 
• Amy Street, New College, and the 
'teoond prize to Oliver Radley- 
Gardoex, Keble College. Awards 
for Meritorious Work have been 
;niade to J.6. Morgan. Bailiol 
. College, and . David A. Scoffidd. 
Uravenky College. 


Latest vwlls 

Robert GOdhrur Lockhart, of 
Huddersfield.-West Yorkshire, left 
estate valued at E598A57 net. 

. Maiy Whitefaead Shaw, of Hudders¬ 
field. West Yorkshire, left estate 
valued at £693.066 net 
LiKasJanies Atkiiisoit of Crowland. 
Lincolnshire, tefi -estate valued at 
E5JT344 net 


BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Good poojdo tram thatr Ron : 
ot good produce good; aad I 
«tU poojtfe tram tbalr iton I 
of tint piodocB nk llu- 
tlMW 12 : 35 


BIRTHS 


AMBJL - On Nonmlwr 24th. 10 
Lisa (n<o Joikay and Haok, a 
diBObTir, Olivia Kazgam 
WUitaaw. 

6MSBOM - On 14U1 Novaotwr 
1997. to KBa Cafe Cmril) 
and Hall, a aon, Edward 
CMaT) 

1EATHAM - On Hovambar 18th 
1997. to Lucy and QUm; a 
dangbtan Lily, a slaaar bn 
BanptBls. 

MMMO - On Nofwmbar 2Sdi to 
FiarS and Karina (nit 
nom) a baanttfol atm - at 


MOVIE- On Korcmbar 145th. 
to jMOMttaCnla Gordon) and I 


TRADE: 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


Thao, a siatar lor : 


mAHHOH-Oa¥)omtMr21n 
1997 in Houg Kong, to 
Harfaa Carfa Paytoa-Jonaa) 
and Tteuthy, a danghtar, 13a 


Ponten d'^qdnSfto 
Benadleto (n4a Maitta) and 


DEATHS 


BREWn - Alan Era vat 
pancvfBlIy on 25th 
HovamtMr agad 79, daady 
hnrad and much mapactad 
bitfbnd of XmML fiffw of 
Eathartwi. Funaral L30 pm 
3rd Dacambvr BrvaJeaptmr 
Crematorium, SulaUp. 
Family flowan only. 
Donations to fcul SMcHand 
Sea near Appeal, Mount 
Vernon Soapltal, 

W or mwood. MMimmi. 


BHYAM-BHOWN - Frederick 
Douglas, died eery s ndd e nt y 
In London on Ibtnsday 20tl» 
Ifovemher, aged 77. A 
dedicated and respec te d 
school master. Treasured 
husband of Btitmi ; 
loved mother at Gceoe aad 
Peter; my sadly writeed by 
Us aOdim Philippa. Peter; 
Tfanothy, Deborah, Andrew, 
A nne and Josephine and 
their IhmWaa. The fttnvnU 
wfll be bate ar 9t Joseph's 
Bomaa Catholic Church, 
MadhlD, BtadHp’s Stnnfoxd 
an Wednesday 3rd Decomher 
at 12 midday. Family Cowms 
only pls aa e. Donation# to 
Tho British Bean 


MEMORIAL SERVICES TICKETSFOR SALE 


Senioe U St FsulX SbepOerd, 


MteB • Gems Anstlca died cm 
November 24th 1997 at the 
Hospice of the Good 


5 th at 1230 pm. Family 
flwus cnlypB gmtlonelf to 

Foundation for Disabled 
People cA> T XL Ugfatfcot ft 
Son. Ill Blflh Street, 
Tarporiey, Cheshire. Tbsie 
will be a Service of 
ThaalagMag et St Pmrt. 
Dar g m ye on De ce m be r 9th 
at 11 am. Ea pilr le e to T.H. 
Llghtfoot ft Son Funeral 
Dbsetam (018293 733808. 


Pe pntT Princip al of 
Ipam 

Tuesday 2nd December 
1997 « the Omaeh of Gw 
Holy Ascenaten, Upton, 
Q asta t:^ No fl era ma pto me 

the Hospice of the Good 


SIBUIM • Oa Boeembet 
25th ut The Portland 
Hospital, to Karina and 
a son, Man. 

VAUOHAJI WILLIAMS - On 
NoTOttbM 20th at The 
Fortlapd-HoepitaL to Rupert 
and Catherine, a son, 
Alsxaadar McCuUoOl 

WHllAISS- On November 7th. 
to Cla>e (ah Banes) and 
Andrew, a daughter, Chloff 
a slstar tot OHten 


BHWE - George Blchard cm 
November 26th 1997 at 
Lower Hun, Raw Zailand. 
Eldest son at ths lats 
Brigadier Gmatal Cheape at 
WeUfleM, Rfe and Tinian, 
Isis oC MoU. 


deaths 


BLAIR - * 
QirmU v I 


Mary on 
* 22nd fat 


26th Nova mbar 1997 j 
a dm tOaam you. 

Widower of Evelyn; father of 
R obin , Fiona and Patsy; 
stspAnbar of Georgina and 
Tony, and "Grandpa" to 


HUTCMMOQM - George Amfaew 
on 2&th Korunba. Much 
loved husband of Tessa, 
father to David, Amanda lane 
and Rupen, RUT. 


RVBE - R James ftm li m 
fflghlaiw let s^ jCcxg th wn of 
Al ata a das Xrvlue of Drum, 
died peacefully with Us 
twafly on November 25th 
1997 after a short ITTnesa. 
Dearly loved husband of 
Maria! (deceased) and father 


MelangeXTs Cancer Hal; 


Powys. Enquiries and. 
donations C la Dutton ft 


Chester CH2 3ZK». Tel: 
01244 310966. 



B OKU - On 2Sth November 
1997 Caroline Rate, wife of 
Tkonafp Blotter of 
Francesca and Xairtna, 
daughter of David and 


INTERNATIONAL 
PHONE CALLS 


be held st 2 pm an Monday Ten 

D ecem b e r 8th 1997 at St - 

Helens Pariah Church, 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, WJHWL 

Leicestershire and 

afterwards nt ths Royal ^ 3 r ' Ir * 1 
Hotel, Station load, Ashor- 
da-la-Zouch. All are .v,_: 


Died aa rite Used wtth bar 
usual couage and met far 
Ufa and loved by ns all. 
Family funeral. Service of 
Thanksgiving ob PddsySOth 
January lm at noon at St 
Duke's Church, ThnrUigfc 
load, London SW1Z. Any 
dnu a rteaa for Bteest Omcer 
cfo C o as ey fantnl Se n I ce s. 
12 Cha u c e r Soeet, Bungay, 


MOffl Ml 






INMEMORIAM— 
PRIVATE 


HARKS - On 24th ranumher 
1997 p eacef ul ly at Joseph 
Weld Hospice Pauline 
Elizabeth, Lady Harris of 
Lodera, DozMf, widow of 
Lend Httris of BoiaanL A 
dearly loved mother and 
grandmother. Funeral 
Service at St lCery 
Magdalene Church, Lodars 
on Friday, 28th November at 
12 noon followed by 
taflUMBL Iloeets may be 
sent ekt AX Wsfcdy ft Sons. 
91 Bast Street, Bzidpozt, 
Do*eet by 930 am please. 


JOMSS - On 20te Moeember 
1997 peacefully at ZOchary 
Merton Hospital, 


MOHV - Daniel on 24th 


HMNKM - On Tuesday 2Sth . 

November peacefully aged 

99 at the College of St SHARP-MftInRemambu 
Barnabas. James Frederick - 27th November 1977 . 
Mgnloc, Priest sad mneft lea n . HM temlly. 
loved father Of Tony, 






ligaey, e S?cS^r Jess i 


aged 96 yams (Ftnnm of 
the Chy of LondimG mid Mm 
E dwin Jones and Sons 
(London) Ltd. Service 
Worthing Crematorium, 
ffaden, todayThursday 27th 
November at 2.40 pm. 
Flower* and. all anqnlri** 
plant to KA. Hottaud ft Sen, 
Terminus Rood. 

T.miehmnpton, tab 0)1903) 
713939. 


POPE • On 26th Jfovemher 
1997 peacefully at home In 
Whabnougfa. Henry aged 75 
years, ths dearly beloved 
husband of Brenda, dear 
father of Richard and 
Andrew and devoted 
gandteteer of Victoria aad 
Matthew. Funeral 

Wednesday, 3rd Dece mber , 
service at Christ Church. 
Swindon, at UO pm 
followed by cremation ax 
Klngsdown Crematorium, 
Swindon. Family flowers 
only please, donations' 

«m,M V— I—J i~- 


* P— ^ Mw yr. f the COOegs at 11 am CB 

actor and l& JBepmeeaUs WwlinoH i Rad Dacamliar 

tdMa tl SL'KreiSr 1 

laumtemenum private cremation. 

Donations Instead of ftowan 
may be erat to the teiley 
College of St Barnabas, 
LtegOrid. XH7 6KJ. 


SERVICES 


10— — - On 2Sth Ww m tir — - l—ly <ade WirtruaW) 

1997 peacefully at Chan an 26th ltovmaber 1997 

House, Brested Chart, peacefully la her shop at PUMP PMINH 

Weneriram, Rent. Nora home after a ikon TTTnaat. sums jgm» U 

Kobbfos (ate WallryX dseriy aged 87. Rauntted wtth her S!* 5.8™ 

loved wile of the lata husband Waller end son ■■ '■ L ggI 01X11 

Bdmrd (Tad) BoMtem OBB. Hsery and udly adaesd by 

nmfbar of MVfteel He ap and the rest of the family, _ _ 

grandmother of Giles, Private cveaurtlon. Mo i^^ra 

nogen and JaBac P ri rri e Qoeee s phase. Do n ations If - - 

cremation at Kent and dotted to rhnrer feorch. WANTED 

Bosera Cnmsnatam Friday - - 

28te Ntmanher at ll an 

TAYLOR - De. brneph Taylor 


= Ij^TICWEre^ 

I England V S. Africa I 
= “England VN. ZeaTd* 

I RvoNrSo—, Wknbtodon I 
- ■oafos.Sw—.PCaBnsB 

mi I West End Shows V 
S “Any 'Sold Ouf Event* 


"Tof: 0171 2474123” 


ixyum - De, Jaeeph Taylor 
GBX FXCS fRCOpkth 
BMcefully at Helton 
Hospital, Runcorn m 
Hovestem 21 st. Mneh loved 


ROMM - Rosemary, suddenly end lifelong missionsry. 

But peacefully on Hoismbet Funeral at II Marie's, 

' 260e D e vo te d widow of Tom. Hailwood. Runcorn at 1 pm 

adoted amass at Jmmthen Friday November 28th. Abo 
aad Emma i i remlrir**— to ThaaRsglTlng Service at m COATS, tat -e 


s TICKETS. .. . 
■ WoridCnpPifoK»’98 
| EUggYMOPf 
l Eng V Sottdi Africa . 
. | Eng V New Zealand 
5 Five Nations Rnjdty 
D- QflCAOO.-PHANTOM,: 


= Save up to 70% 

with our 24 hour a day 
super low rates to over 
. 240 countries 

AjWfiXfflHpfss BT Worlricall 
UJTitoaittfRBO'ainti 8 p 6 p 25%' 

USA .£0^4. I 0 p 58 % 

Japan ; £0.77. 23p 70 % 

South Korea £1.08. . 48 p . 55 % 

G ef ™y ■' £028 14p 50 % 

. £0.49 20n 50 % 

» -ah.:, ta 

BWrt E 1 i 6 B 7 p 47 % 

UAE E1.02 55p 46% 

“eea . £1.05 '65p 36% 

£0.80 47n . «« ’ 
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DR HASTINGS BANDA 


Dr Hasting Banda, first ■■' 
President of Malawi, died on 
November 25. He was long 
said to have been, born on. 
May 14, J906, bat his death 
certificate declared him to - 
have been 99. ' 


; r ‘ IvT 


v e 


H astings Banda was a 
man of contradictions. 
He habitually wore the 
uniform of an English 
'I gentleman — Made homburg har 
' afid three-piece suit — but also ear¬ 
ned a Eon's tail fly-whisk, symbol 
of African leadership.-He came to 
power as leader of a rrvohitionary 
nationalist movement and-ruled as 
head of one of the most conserva¬ 
tive governments in Africa, He was 
an elder of the Church of Scotland 
but also an autocrat capable of 
ruthless cmefry. He was revered by 
many of his people but at odds with 
his fellow African leaders, mainly 
because of his insistence that the 
welfare of Malawi required him to 
maintain dose and friendly rela- 
.tions with apartheid Smith Africa. 

He will be remembered mostly 
because his uncompromising stand 
-i against theCcntral African Federa- 
} tion — for which he spent sane 
time in prison —was a major factor 
in bringing that ill-fated British 
experiment to an end. He could 
also dahn that his pragmatic style 
of government gave the new-born 
MMawi more titan 20 years of 
stability and relative prosperity, 
but during his rule, thousands of 
political opponents were jailed." 
tortured, exiled or tourdered. 

Dr Hastings Kamuzu Banda 
claimed to have been bom in 1906. 
although there was much dispute 
about this and his death certificate 
has declared him to heconsidera¬ 
bly older. He-was tiie son of pagan 
Chewa parents, and his name 
Kamuzu meant “little root", his 
mother's infertility having been 
cured by a herbalist's prescription. 
He adopted the name Hastings 
from a missionary. He attended a 
Church erf Scotland missionary 
school untfl, at the age of 12, with¬ 
out money and unknown to his pair- 
N, ewts, he set off for South Africa, tak- 
' * tog jobs as he walked the 1.000 
mues. While winking as a hospital 
cleaner he derided to become > 
doctor. . 

He studied at night while work¬ 
ing as an in terpreter in a mine, out¬ 
side Johannesburg (which he revis¬ 
ited in triumph in I97l)and by 1923 
had saved enough to go to the Uni¬ 
ted States. American Methodists 
helped him to work his way 


. and be became the 

only rtcrvwhire student at the Univ- 

ersityof Chicago* te&og a degree in 
history and political science. 

He went'on to study medicine at 
a university for black students in 
Tallahassee" and then .took his 
UtCP at Edinburgh in 1941- He 
practised in Liverpool and North 
Shields, and in 1949 settled dawn as 
a National Health GPin Wfflesden.. 
He is still remembered there with 
respect by. former, patients and 
some friends: though normally a. 
distant; reserved man. he was also 
capable of great charm. 

' Banda had maintained contact 
with pofiticaHifem what was then 
.Nyasaland, and Ms.London home 
be c a me a regular visiting {dace for 
its leaders and a centre for discus¬ 
sion. In particular, in 1952. when 
proposals wee-bong discussed for 
a Central Africa Federation in¬ 
volving Nyasaland and Northern 
and Southern Rhodesia, Banda 
acted as mentor arid unofficial 
leader to delegations of chiefs and 
■Nyasaland African Congress lead¬ 
ers wto arrived m London to voice 
their opposition. Banda worked 
dosriyiwith sane British MPs who 
were also against the scheme. 

The Federation was nevertheless 
ban in 1953. Banda went to live in 
Ghana for a while, observing the 
emotional run-up to independence 
there in 1957. In Nyasaland, Afri¬ 
can opposition to what was regard¬ 
ed as an extension of Rhode-. 
sian-style white domination was 
mostly'organised. by two young 
nationalists, H. M. B. Chipembere 
and Kanyama Ghiume. They frit 
their movement needed the leader¬ 
ship af~ a person of more seni¬ 
ority and political weight and 
approaches were made to Banda. 

In July 1958 be acceded to thdr 
requests and returned. He had 
been away for more than 40 years 
and remembered little of. the lan- 
ige. Hie young men probably 
" : for apuppet• — it seemed 
unlikely that the slight figure in a 
neat suit would exercise any sort of 
messianic charisma — but as soon 
as he stewed off the aircraft to 
exchange shouts of kwetea (“dawn") 
with a crowd of 12,000; a bond was 
established. His leadership was 
accepted and remained secure. He 
became .president general of the 
Nyasaland African Congress, at¬ 
tended the Accra anti-cokraal con¬ 
ference of- ‘December 1958 and • 
returned to ssy unequhtxalty, “To 
hdl with federation! 7 ' • ■ 

He then planned active resis¬ 
tance with his young lieutenants. 



rally on South Africa and Mosun- 
bique. and maintained dose links 
with them. It was South Africa that 
provided financial backing for his 
extravagant plan to build a new 
capital at Lilongue and an interna¬ 
tional airport. He also made ar¬ 
rangements with the Portuguese 
rulers of Mozambique for the 
building of a new railway to the 


conscious that he was likely to be 
arrested and aware of the way that 
“prison graduates” such as Nkro- 
mah and Nehru had come to State 
House by way ota cell. On March 
3, 1959, after disturbances, Banda 
was arrested in his surgery in 
limbe and incarcerated in South¬ 
ern Rhodesia. There was an at¬ 
tempt to implicate him in a 
“murder plor.a state of emergency 
was declared and the Nyasaland 
African Congress was banned. 

The Devhn Commission which 
investigated the Nyasaland trou¬ 
bles and reported later in 1959 
found no evidence erf Banda’s 
complicity in a murder plot. More 
devastatingty it found that nation¬ 
alist aspirations wen: not confined 
to a small minority of political Afri¬ 
cans, but were shared by the great 
majority of the people and that 
there was universal opposition to 
federation. 

2 i • September J959 the new 
awi Congress Party had come 
into being, the continued use of 
armed force was proving ineffec¬ 
tive. and tiie British Government 
had to acknowledge tiiat its experi¬ 
ment in multi-racial government in 
central Africa had failed. A new 
Colonial Secretary, Ian Madeod, 
charged with organising a retreat, 
released Banda and his followers 
on April 1. 1961. After successful 


publicity visits to Britain and New 
York. Banda led his party to an 
overwhelming victory (92 per cent 
of the votes) at a general election 
that August, on an anti-federal 
secessionist platform. 

Banda now worked in harmony 
with the liberal Governor, Sir Gtyn 
Jones. He insisted on breaking 
links with Rhodesia, rejecting 
shares in loans, the university and 
agricultural colleges. With his 
young men well in hand, he ran the 
country efficiently, repeatedly call¬ 
ing for peace and hard work. Full 
self-government was granted in 
January 1963, and by the following 
year the demands of Northern 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland for seces¬ 
sion could no longer be denied. 


O n July 6, 1964, six years 
to the day after Banda’s 
return to the country. he 
became Prime Minister 
of the independent state of Malawi 
(to become President in 1966 and 
life President in 1971). Swift econo¬ 
mic ruin was predicted by many 
whites, and many Africans expect¬ 
ed the new country to line up with 
Nkrumah’S Ghana on the left of the 
spectrum. Both predictions were 
quite wrong. Economically, Banda 
came to power with great handi¬ 
caps: the countiy had no exploit¬ 
able mineral deposits, extensive 


low-productivity subsistence agri¬ 
culture, a low level of domestic sav¬ 
ings, an inadequate transport net¬ 
work, roily an embryonic educa¬ 
tional system and a persistent bud¬ 
getary deficit. But he made 
progress in almost all fields. 

FTom 1965 to 1977 per capita 
gross domestic product grew by an 
annual 3J per cent in real terms. 
The budget deficit, subsidised by 
the British Government at the 
beginning, was steadily reduced 
until 1977. Banda stimulated the 
growing of export crops, notably 
tobacco, tea, sugar and ground¬ 
nuts. and ensured the continued in¬ 
flow of capital, allowing for notable 
development of hydroelectric 
power. The drop in commodity 
prices at the end of tiie 1970s and 
the sharp rise in the price of oD and 
other imports defeated his best 
efforts, particularly because com¬ 
bined with drought. Malawi suf¬ 
fered hunger and shortages, 
though it survived the difficult 
period better than most African 
countries. 

Banda *s critics claimed that econ¬ 
omic progress was bought at the 
price of real independence. He 
delayed Africanisation, both in the 
dvfi service and in the ownership of 
productive fanning land. Most 
importantly, he recognised how 
much Malawi depended economi- 


JLn 1967 he forged diplomatic ties 
with Pretoria, exchanging visits 
and then ambassadors with Pre¬ 
toria. J. B. Vorster visited Malawi 
in 1970. the beginning of his 
attempts id open a dialogue with 
the rest of Africa, and the following 
year Banda paid a much publicised 
state visit to South Africa, where he 
was well received by black and 
white. A South African MP 
described his visit as “five days of 
multi-racialism — five days of 
social revolution — that made 
apartheid look out of date”. 

In all this he was at odds with 
other African leaders, and he was 
frequently described as a “stooge”. 
He openly quarrelled with Presi¬ 
dent Kaunda of Zambia and Presi¬ 
dent Nyerere of Tanzania, and 
never bothered to attend meetings 
of the Organisation of African 
Unity. He once summed up his 
attitude by saying: “If it suits the 
interests of my people, 1 will make 
an alliance with the devil.” 

He had quickly demonstrated 
that he was personally and firmly 
m charge. In September 1964, only 
two months after independence, he 
dismissed six ministers, including 
Chipembere. who had done so 
much to organise his coming to 
power. Four hundred opponents 
were jailed. This was followed by 
regular allegations of plots against 
him and tiie ousting from power of 
anyone who might be in a position 
to threaten him. 

In 1967 a rebellion led by Yatuta 
Chisiza, a former Minister of 
Home Affairs, was crushed and he 
and 14 others were killed. In 1977 
Albert Muwalo Nqumayo, secre¬ 
tary-general of the Malawi Con¬ 
gress Party and apparently a 
trusted aide, was arrested and 
convicted of plotting the President's 
assassination. On Christmas Eve 
1981. Orton Chirwa and his wife 
Vera, both lawyers, former asso¬ 
ciates and later opponents in exile 
of Banda, were arrested-They were 
convicted of treason and sentenced 
to death, though their sentences 
were commuted to life imprison¬ 
ment 

Banda was impatient of the 


“useless technicalities” of the Brit¬ 
ish legal tradition: the Chirwas. for 
instance, were tried before a tribal 
court. He also allowed his “Young 

Pioneers" an unduly free hand in 

enforcing party discipline. 

Malawi was a democracy to tiie 
extent tiiat there were regular 
elections. But it was a one-party 
stale and the Presidem had to 
approve all candidates. An MP was 
once quoted as saying: “Although 
people had thdr freedom of choice, 
it goes without saying that we are 
here because His Excellency the 
life President wants us here.” The 
corruption that can be expected 
when one party stays in power for 
so long was palpable, not least 
because Banda openly believed that 
wealth for all of Malawi was best 
created by the successful entrepre¬ 
neurship of a few. and that govern¬ 
ment members should not be 
discouraged from business activity. 
He himself had wide-ranging fi¬ 
nancial interests. 


I n October 1992. after the 
deaths of more than 40 pro- 
democracy demonstrators. 
Western aid donors withheld 
assistance worth £49 million. Ban¬ 
da reluctantly agreed to hold a 
referendum and allow Malawians 
to decide whether the countiy 
should adopt multi-party politics. 
Despite foreign criticism, and de¬ 
spite the opposition of intellectuals 
within Malawi. Banda remained — 
or thought he remained — popular 
with the majority of his people. In 
the referendum, however, in June 
1993. 63.5 per cent voted for multi¬ 
party democracy, and in the follow¬ 
ing May, in the first fully 
democratic election for 33 years. 
Banda's Malawi Congress Party 
was voted out Banda conceded 
defeat an the radio, and congratu¬ 
lated his successor, Baidli Muhuzi. 

On taking office, Muluzi carried 
out an election pledge to investigate 
the deaths of four senior politicians 
in 19S3. and in 1995 Banda was 
placed under house arrest and 
charged, with five others, of mur¬ 
der. A year later, they were acquit¬ 
ted. Banda then apologised to the 
nation for any atrocities during his 
rule, but the stale appealed against 
tiie verdict. In July this year Banda 
retired from politics. 

Banda's “official hostess" for 
many years was Cecilia Kadzamira 
(in respect for whom the Simon and 
Garfcnkel song Cecilia was 
banned in Malawi). They never 
married, and Banda claimed to 
have no children. 


CATHARINE CARVER 


i 


Catharine Carver,, . - 
publisher's editor; died 
on November 11 aged 76. 
She was boro on 
September 19,1921. 


AS A publisher, Catharine 
Carver made an enormous 
contribution to American and 
English fiteFature. but her 
name will never be well 
known, for she made it in a 
blue penal* writing slantwise 1 
in the margins of typescripts: 

No publisher's editor could 
have given more help to her 
authors, or have been more 
resourceful in suggesting 
changes, some of them invahr- 
ing radical restructuring. 
With a formidably penetrating 
understanding or thdr inten¬ 
tions, she helped writers to be 


more creative ancTexpressive. 

Among tiie privileged many 
who benefited were Saul Bel¬ 
low, Lionel Drilling, Flannery 
OCoohor, Salman Rushdie. 
.Elizabeth Bishop, bis Mur¬ 
doch, John Berryman. Ber¬ 
nard Maiamud, Richard EH- 
mann. Leon Edel and Richard 
Holmes.. 

Bom in Cambridge, Ohio, 
Catharine DeFrance Carver 
. graduated from Muskingum 
College; New Concord, in 
May 1923.- After settling in 
New York, she worked for 
Harcourt Brace.. Houghton 
MiffEn. Putnam and The New 
Yorker. She went om in the 
mid-1950s, to became assistant 
editor of Partisan- Review. 
which was in its heyday.... . 

In tiie 1960s. for reasons sbe 



did not discuss, she severed 
a]] her ties until the United 
States. Making London her 
base, she worked for Chatto & 
Windus, and then for Oxford 
University Press, where she 


was a commissioning editor. 
Then, not wanting to move 
with the company to Oxford, 
she worked briefly for Goi- 
lancz before turning to free¬ 
lance editing. She did some 
work for Yale University 
Press, and, even though she 
was earning less than before, 
did a lot of editorial work for 
friends without any paymenL 
Her mixture of vulnerability 
and toughness was phenome¬ 
na]. Diminutive, dignified and 
diffident, she was modest, soft- 
spoken, gentle in manner: but 
her passion for literature 
made it impossible for her to 
pull punches. She was not 
afraid to pass the death sen¬ 
tence on a misbegotten project 
or a draft tiiat needed to be 
rewritten from start to finish. 
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But it was often her ingenu¬ 
ity tiiat realised tiie full poten¬ 
tial of anovd, a biography, an 
article or an essay. She was 
incomparable both as an ad¬ 
viser on structure and as a 
scnitiruser of detail. She had 
an eagle eye for mistakes, and 
there was no limit to the 
trouble she was prepared to 
take when correcting proofs 
and compiling indexes. Again 
and again, she proved that it is 
the editor who really rights a 
book. 

She was unstintmgly gener¬ 
ous to the writers she helped, 
but not to herself. Although 
she loved good theatre, good 
concerts and good restau¬ 
rants, she warded off all well- 
meant efforts to provide 
financial security for her. 

In 1983, when she gave up 
her flat in Edith Grove and 
sold all her books, she left 
England to live at a series of 
temporary addresses, mainly 
in Paris, Rome and Amster¬ 
dam, staying in the flats of 
friends, often in their absence, 
sometimes looking after their 
pets. It was touching to see her 
setting off alone. Brail but 
indomitable, with a single 
suitcase containing all her 
possessions. 

Her devotion to literature 
and hard work sometimes 
seemed saintlike, but she also 
took an almost sensual plea¬ 
sure in contact with the writ¬ 
ten word. She hated word- 
processors, perhaps because 
they make writing less tangi¬ 
ble. But she had an enor¬ 
mous sense of fun, and her 
innumerable friends will not 
forget her distinctive gurgle of 
laughter. 

She never married. 


CHARLES MALDEN 


Charles Malden, founder 
of tiie Joint Educational 
Trust and Headmaster of 
Wlndlesfaam House 
School, died of cancer on 
October 30 aged 
65. He was born on 
August 17.1932. 


CHARLES MALDEN always 
intended to be a headmaster. 
Born into a headmastering 
family that had owned Win- 
diesham House Prep School 
store 1837. he was educated 
there before entering Stowe. 
But he had to watch his elder 
brother become headmaster of 
the family school while he 
went into the Rifle Brigade for 
his National Service. From 
there he joined the SAS before 
going up to King's College, 
Cambridge, to read Classics. 
Graduating in 1956 he went 
straight to teach at Wfodle- 
sham. In 1957 he married 
Elizabeth Ann Willday. 

Within a year, his brother 
having departed to farm to 
Rhodesia, he found himself in 
charge and realised tiiat tiie 
way forward was to set up a 
charitable trust The Malden 
Trust was duly founded with a 
board of governors, creating a 
balanced constitution for tiie 
school which lasts to this day. 

The Maidens were to run 
Wtndlesham House until their 
retirement to 1994; as a 
double act theirs must rate as 
one of tiie happiest, longest 
and most creative of educa¬ 
tional partnerships. Under 
thdr joint charge Wtndlesham 
was outstanding among the 
independent prep schools of 
its time, and to many ways 
ahead of its time. Both the 
headmaster and his wife were 



innovators, and the school 
became coeducational as ear¬ 
ly as 1967. The curriculum was 
broad, with equal emphasis 
on the classics and computers, 
on mathematics and music, 
chemistry and cookery. All 
talents were encouraged, and 
cramming for scholarships 
was forbidden. 

But the resounding success 
of tiie school depends less on 
educational theory than on the 
personal qualities of the Mai¬ 
dens, especially their charm 
and style, and their warm 
affection for the children. 

As headmaster, Charles 
Malden sought to make the 
happiness of the individual 
paramount He taught a full 
timetable, coached all sports, 
read to children in the dormi¬ 
tories. took all chapel services 
and was, for a long time, his 
own bursar. He created a 
sense of security for all. 
including the non-teaching 
staff, who never counted hours 
as money but as service to a 
thriving community. 

He recognised individual 
talents and nurtured them, 
challenging pupils to aim high 


— not to pass an examination 
but as part of a continuing 
development which would ex¬ 
tend tn secondary school and 
beyond. He listened to his 
pupils and encouraged them 
to have a point of view. 
Instead of the normal speech 
day there was an open day 
each year, when every child 
was actively involved in a 
festival of art, drama, music 
and activity. The school grew 
from 70 pupils to over 350. 

At the same time Malden 
was perturbed that his school 
was only for children whose 
parents could pay fees. He 
kept in touch with the main¬ 
tained sector and was always 
ready to learn from it. While 
others were lamenting the lack 
of public funds to ease the 
transfer of pupils, the Mai¬ 
dens began raising money 
themselves. In 1971. with sup¬ 
port from Raymond Cooper of 
the 1APS, he founded the Joint 
Educational Trust, which has 
enabled hundreds of children 
to move from the maintained 
sector to benefit from board¬ 
ing to an independent school. 

Although he contributed to 
a working party to change the 
Common Entrance examina¬ 
tion. and sat for a short time 
on tiie LAPS council, Malden 
was not a committee man: he 
liked to spend his energies 
teaching and helping the staff 
and children to his own 
school. He cared deeply for the 
environment in which the 
children developed, and the 
tree planting scheme he creat¬ 
ed at Windlesham is a tribute 
to ft is memory. 

He is survived by his wife 
Elizabeth and by their four 
daughters. 


PARENTS ATTACK 
TELEVISION 

VIOLENCE IN SHOWS FOR CHILDREN 


ON THIS DAY 


November 27,1957 


Criticism of children's television pro¬ 
grammes as “nasty" “repetitive" “alioi". 
’Terrar-makrng“ and “frightening, debased 
adult stuff” from many of 300 parents who 
watched throughout Oaober. was replied to 
last night by Sir Robert Fraser, director- 
general ci the independem Television 
Authority. 

The criticisms were reported last night by 
Mr. E Blisheo. a London secondary school 
ffiacher and author, at a meeting called by tbe 
Council for Children* Welfare in London. 
About 60 people were present. 

Mr. Blishen said the 300 parents were 
asked to watch by the counriL “It is the Wild 
West tint the main pose or parents is riding 
for. Too mudt fighting is the repeated verdict. 

*T have a small son who, when I meet him. 
sketches out a left upper cut and says 'Wham’. 
It is the television 'Good morning'. It is not 
individual acts of fighting but the great 
amount of violence that is objected to. 
Independent Television seems to be the 
principal offender in this matter." 

Mr. Blis.hen said there were many sugges- 


This discussion of violence on children's 
television took place 40 years ago; very 
little seems to have changed since then. 


tions for improvements — more varied 
programmes, more films of children from 
other lands sympathetically presented, and 
hobbies programmes. “We need more con¬ 
science in the television studios and more 
conscience at home”, he commented. 

Mr. George Mikes recalled that some time 
apt his daughter Judy, then eight, was 
nervous and afraid of the dark, and this her 
parents attributed to children's television. He 
watched it for a week and counted 21 men 
killed or wounded. 24 knocked down vi¬ 
olently. 110 shots, not including the carnage 
from bows and arrows. 

Sir Robert Fraser, commenting on recent 


discussions of violence in television pro¬ 
grammes, said last night: “Independent 
Television has never beat in the slightest 
doubt of the immensity of its responsibilities 
towards the millions of children among its 
viewers and towards their parents, especially 
now i hat it is known that the overwhelming 
majority of children in ’able to choose 1 homes 
put their happiness in cur hands during peak 
children's programmes. 

“This is why lndepcmdmt Television began 
the first regular television service for schools 
in the British Commonwealth, and the first 
weekly religious discussion programmes in 
British television at a time when children and 
teenagers are still viewing.. 

After an analysis of children^ programmes, 
he said: “ft will be seen that Western and 
other adventure stories for from dominate this 
balanced output amounting, in fact to about 
a quarter ... It is. of course, the policy of 
Independent Television to exclude scenes 
of agony and pitiless violence from such 
stories. 

“But it is surely more for-reaching to ask 
what moral standards and attitudes are likely 

to be absorbed from them, and I do not doubt 
dial the thoughtful person’s answer must be 
that they teach selflessness, honesty, endur¬ 
ance and our duty to protect the weak". 
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Tories dissatisfied with Hague 

■ William Hague faces a crisis of confidence in his leadership. 
The latest MORI poll for The Times shows that more than half 
of Tory supporters are dissatisfied with his performance, a 
finding for worse than John Majorever experienced. 

To add to Tory frustrations, the poll shows that Tony Blair 
has shrugged off the recent row over Bemie Ecclestone's £1 
million donation to Labour with barely a scratch - Pages 121 

Speeders to pay £10 extra 

■ Speeding drivers caught by roadside cameras wall soon have 

to pay £10 on top of their fixed £40 penalty to meet police costs 
in running the scheme. Ministers are ready to let forces add the 
levy, so answering their complaints that they cannot afford to 
maintain the existing 2,000 cameras — and that seven in eight 
of them do not work-Page 1 








Hunting ban backed 

More than two-thirds of the pub¬ 
lic back the the private member's 
Bill to ban hunting with dogs 
which will be debated by the 
Commons tomorrow, according 
to a Times poll —-Pages 1.7 

Student protest 

Four thousand students marched 
to Speakers* Comer to protest at 
the cutting of grants and the im¬ 
position of university fees. The 
police were there in force but 
there was no trouble™ Pages i, 6 

Earl pleads poverty 

Lawyers for Earl Spencer pleaded 
his poverty as he fought his wife’s 
£3.75 million divorce settlement 
dairn, arguing that all his money 
was tied up in his ancestral home, 
Aithoip-Page 3 

Sheltered childhood 

Childrens' authors and charities 
lamented the lost freedom of 
childhood as statistics showed 
how parents shelter youngsters 
from the world_Page 4 

Jet plucked from sea 

The Royal Navy scooped an RAF 
pilot and his £20 million Harrier 
jumpjet out of the sea off Sardinia 
while manoeuvring to land on the 
carrier HMS Invincible -Page 5 

Synod reform 

Reformers who want to reduce 
bureaucracy and cut the size of 
the General Synod of the Church 
of England by a third cleared 
their first hurdle-Page 8 


New Somerset House 

The lease of London's Somerset 
House was handed over to a new 
trust with a £10 million Heritage 
Lottery Fund grant to open it to 
the public and create a home for 
major art collections-Page 9 

Pits protests 

During a Commons debate on 
the mining industry, John Battle, 
the Energy Minister, was urged 
by his own side to prevent further 
pit closures. About 5,000 jobs are 
at risk_Page 10 

More Aids victims 

Every day some 16,000 new vic¬ 
tims are infected with Aids, and 
by the turn of the century about 
40 million people around the 
world will carry the HfV virus, 
the UN says-Page 13 

Winnie lawsuit 

Baroness Nicholson of Winter¬ 
bourne said she was willing to 
help in bringing a dvi] suit 
against Winnie Madikizela- 
Mandda_Pages 14.21 

Kremlin coup hint 

Evidence from an investigative 
journalist who died in a mysteri¬ 
ous car accident suggested that a 
" c reeping coup” had taken place 
at the Kremlin-Page 15 

Nazi gold conference 

Historians, politicians and vic¬ 
tims from forty countries will at¬ 
tend a conference in London next 
week on the wartime trade in 
Nazi gold--Page 16 



PrevkMc British expats fou of their 
life down under. , Pommies {Qhan- 
nel 4, fflpm). Review Joe Joseph on 
a head case for .the. X Sites, 
team ....-*..Pagc 46,47 
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C hildr en auditioning at the Marcos liptofrYouth Centre in South Londonlor a chance to learn to dance with the Royal Ballet 


Coal: Up to 5,000 miners are likely 
to be told before Christmas that 
they have lost their jobs as RJB 
Mining doses as many as 10 deep 


Trade gap: Britain's trade deficit 
ballooned in September providing 
the first hard evidence that the 
strong pound is beginning to hit 
exports_:_Page 25 

Tax: The Chancellor's plans to 
overhaul the corporate tax system 
will save British businesses abput 
£2 billion a year, a poticyr.think- 


Markets: The FTSE 100 index rase 
27.7 points to dose at 4891-2. Ster¬ 
ling’s trade-weighted index rose 
from 108.9 to 104.1 after a fell from 
$1.6813 to $1.6718 but a rise from 
DM2.9315 to DM2.9415 Page_28 | 


Football: Victory for Manchester 
United aver Kosice will take them 
to the quarter-finals of the Euro¬ 
pean Cup withotti needing a point 
from their ta&.match-Page 48 

Rugby unforc England have made 
four changes for the match against 
South Africa, inducting recalls for 
John Bentley and Matt Dawson, 
who were key figures on the Lions 
tour---Page 48 

Cricket Alter a break at home 
Englancfciplayeis are about to em¬ 
bark on art intimidating pro¬ 
gramme .lasting 14 months with 
virtually no break-Page 48 

Cycling: Prudential is sponsoring 
an 850-mile tour around Britain for 
the next four years. Next years will 
start in Scotland and finish in 
London _._Page 46. 


EastEnders abortion outcry 

■ The BBC received a flood of complaints after an estimated 15 
million television viewers saw an EastEnders character choose 
to have an abortion because her unborn baby had spina bifida. 
Patsy Palmer plays market trader Bianca Butcher. Viewers and 
representatives from spina bifida charities said the soap opera 
had presented a bleak and negative picture-Plage 3 



Thumbs down: The 1997- Lbndon 
FQm Festival offered a range of 
iow-to-raid dle-budget offerings, 
some impressive but a'few quite 


New movies: Sigoumcy Weaver 
lives again in Alfen'_Res$re!&iQK 
Sally Potto* shines in her own mov¬ 
ie The Tango Lesson; and George 
Orwell’s novel KeeptheAspidistra 
Hying bites the dust in hs rinemHf- 
ic adaptation-_~_„...Page 35 

Russian maestro: The coadjutor 
Alexander Lazarev talks aboutv&jr 
Prokofiev has always strongly fc 

fluencedhis career__Page 36 

Bard revisited: The RSCS new 
staging of Twelfth Night may look 
better after it has had a chance to 
mature and meftpw a bit, writes 
Benedict Nightingale__Page 37 


■ TOMORROW 


■ POP 

Caitlin Moranwonders 
whether Britoop ajnd . 
all its spinoffs arc - 
coming to an end . 

■ MEDIA 

Raymond Snoddy talks 
to Michael Kuhn, head 
of Polygram, a big 
force in British films 


Dr Thornes Stuttaford: Hormone 
replacement therapy, fear of festivi¬ 
ties, social phobias, bearing-loss, 
drugs for arthritis duty diag¬ 
nosis in heart disease— ~.Pagcl7 

Elton’s sellout Designer brands 
are irresistible to Elton John; now 
he is selling, hundreds of his style 
buys for charity _—-Page 18119 


Reviews: Linda Colleylooks at die 
slave trade. Roger Scroton is 
rocked by politics and pop; Sara 
Wheeler samples a life of the great 
pirate-adventurer WiQiam Dampt- 
er. Caroline Benn reviews a biogra¬ 
phy of Jennie Lee -Page 38.39 


Best buys: Empy hotel rooms in 
Hang Kong have prompted special 
offers such as less than £300 for 
flights and three nights* accommo¬ 
dation. Plus travel bargains, in 
Europe___ Page 40 



BASIL HUME 

There would be other serious con¬ 
sequences if' otir society were to) 
legalise eutitenasia. One disturb** 
mg effect Wtk 1 i 4 .be to devalue the' 
contribution which older people 
and the disabled have to make. The 
sense that they were unwanted... 
would undermine their self- 


JACKLYONS 

I had always understood ihar- 
“Guinness Is Good Par You". Un¬ 
fortunately. my personal experi¬ 
ence is quite different Page 20 

JOHN BRYANT 

In sport, the really dangerous op¬ 
ponent the one who can stop you in 
your tracks foreveri is injury. And 
the lengths to which sportemen wifi, 
go to avoid getting hurt or find a 
cure'fbr aches, pafrls and pulls-isre 
amarine--—^-Page 46 




Dr Hastings Banda, President of 
Malawi;- Catharine 'Carver, pub-, 
lisheri? editor; Charles Malden, 
prep school headmaster Page 23 


Tory party reform; coastguard do-' 
sures;rdryal forbearance; targeting 
tax; smokers and tolerance; Tate v. 
Havemeyer; wildlife stamps; 24- 
hour cinemas.——Pace 21 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,648 








□ General: Scotland wfll be rfflher wet 
but the ram wffl ease at times m the west 
with a Me sunshine trying to break 


_ but rain will deer away eastwards 
earty thrs afternoon; It wl get brighter but 
there vA not be much sunshine. Wales 
and southwest England wB soon become 
dry with brief sunny spells but rein will 
return by evening. Northern Ireland wS 
become day and bright tor a time but 
showery later. 

□ London, SE, E, Central N and NE 
England, E AngBa, E Mkflands: ran at 

first. Becoming a rune brighter this 
afternoon. Bre eze Tight south-westerly 
Max temp IX (55F) 

□ Caint S A NW England, W Mkfianda, 
Laka District: sariy rain will quicWy dear 
to give a dry, cloudy day. Wind moderate 
southwesterly. Max temp 13C (55F) 


. 


□Charnel Mas,' SW England, Wales, 
Wa of Man, Northern Inland: doudy 
with rein by evening. A moderate south- 


□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, SW 
& NW Scotland, flbnoir, Cant High¬ 
land*, Argyll: same rw at first Brighter 
with showers later. Afresh south-easterly 
wtod. Max temp 11C (5ZF). • 

□ Aberdeen, Moray Ffrth, NE Scot¬ 
land, Orkney, Shetland: dufl with out¬ 
breaks of mm. A strong aouth-easterty 
wind. Max temp BC (46F). 

□ Republic of Inland: showery but with 
some bright spells. Becoming wet. Wind: 
southeasterly moderate, tear tresh. MBd. 
Max temp: 12C(5ff). 

□ Onttook: unsettled with more rain. 
Interspersed with brighter, but stM 
shewery, rrteriudaa. 
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SAVERS 


LONDON" TO 

ABERDEEN 

noi £69 ■trcSn 


LONDON* TO 

GLASGOW 

••CM £69 nniH 


LONDON* TO 

INVERNESS 

non £69 
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BUSINESS 

Bronwen Maddox 
on the Asian threat 
to Clinton’s big idea 
PAGE 29 



TRAVEL 

Last-minute 
bargain breaks in 
Hong Kong 
PAGE 40 



SPORT 

England hope to 
profit from 
Bentley’s drive 
PAGES 42-48 
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AS MANY as 5JQOO miners are. 
likdy to be told before C3iristmas 
Chat they have lost their jobs as 
RIB Mining doses up to ten deep 
mines- . . • 

RJB is expected in announce a' 
massive restructuring within the 
next, few weeks- Union leaders 
believe pressure from the 
workforce for information could■* 
push the. company into as . even 
earlier disclosure. RJB will assess 
its needs for collieries on Monday 
at a board meeting. There is likely 
to be a fbUow+jp meeting shortly 
after that and then-closures will be' 
announced. / 

Hie moves follow the confirma¬ 
tion yesterday ofakeythreeyeaT 
deal with National Power, the' 
biggest electrici ty g enerator. That 
contract follows an arrangement 
with Eastern, the smallest of the 
three coal-burning generators, and 
leaves only sates to be agreed with 
PowerGen. Therefore, RJB. has a. 
strong mcb’caticn of its future. 
output and can begin plans to scale , 
down its operation. 

The closures will inflame an ; 
already heated backlash against 
the Govemmenl from-its own 1 . 
bacEbendtes; supporters in the ' 
coalfield areas. union leaders and : 
the Conservatives. 

John Battle, the Energy Minis¬ 
ter, yesterday made his Erst dear 
gesture in recognition of coal 
industry complaints against the- 
dash far gas in electricity genera*-. 
tion. Mr Battle ordered Clare 
Spottiswoode, tile gas regulator, to 
investigate take-or-pay deals for 
small dectririty generators. But 
no quick action is likely an the 
issue. Olgas yesterday said that it 
would launch the investigation- 


within a few days as part of an 
overall Took into the competitive 
market in gas. 

South Yorkshire, where RJB is 
headquartered, could be hardest 
hit on a closure programme, along 
with Nottinghamshire. Maltby 
colliery, near Rotherham, where 
RJB has already stopped develop¬ 
ment work, is thought by industry 
experts to be high on a hit list 
: So too is nearby Rossington, in 
Doncaster, which had been closed 
by British Coal when die industry 
was sold to RJB. Other collieries 
thatcould be dosed indude 
Clipston, near Mansfield, and 
Catverton. near Nottingham. Both 
<4 these had also been dosed by 
BrxtishGoaL 

Today union leaders and indus¬ 
try. representatives will press Mr 
Battle and Michael Meacher, the 
Enviro m pe n t Minister,.: over 
Labour’s "action on coal and the 
energy industry. Labour had wide¬ 
ly been expected to end the dash 
for gas in generation by putting a 
moratorium on new gas-fired pow¬ 
er stations. Instead, it has given 
approval for six in the six months it 
hasheenin.office. Industry experts 
estimate that reduces the; demand 
for coal fry six raiDien tonnes. ■ 

Coal campaigners are pressing 
for interim measure to alleviate 
massive job losses-. For example, 
they want the Government to 
order more stock? to lie amassed 
by foe generators. 

Next week Mr Battie. the gener¬ 
ators and representatives from the 
coal industry will be grilled by tiie 
Trade and Industry Select Com¬ 
mittee in a hastily convened.inqun 
ry into the future of the oral 
industry. ; ’• ’ • . - ' 



Ian MaxweD avoided bankruptcy thanks to a last-minute payment of £500.000 



... 

By Jason Nissfe f 
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IAN MAXWELL, who was last year 
acquitted of fraud in a trial that cost the 
taxpayer more than £30 million, is being 
sued by tire Legal Aid Board for recovery of 
£50,000 thaLthe government, body claims 
he should never have been paid. 

The legal .costs of Ian and his brother. 
Kevin, run up during their criminal trial 
were disclosed earlier this year as more 
than £14 million. However, the £50.000 at 
issue has nothing to do with the criminal 
trial — it was emergency legal aid granted 


to Ian Maxwell to fi^ht bankruptcy 
proceedings brought against him by the 
liquidators of the Maxwell pension funds. 

Ian Maxwell avoided bankruptcy thanks 
to a last-minute payment of £500,000 to the 
liquidators while Kevin was made bank¬ 
rupt for more than £400 million, making 
him the largest bankrupt in this country. 

The Legal Aid Board said that lan 
Maxwell was not entitled to the payments he 
received. Neither he nor his lawyer, Kings¬ 
ley Napley. were available for comment 




s economic 
crisis intensifies 


By Richard Miles, banking correspondent 


THE financial crisis in Tokyo 
deepened yesterday when a 
leading credit rating agency 
said it was reviewing the 
status of tbe'Long-Tenn Credit 
Bank of Japan, one of.the 
country’s biggest and suppos- 


and 


out of the denial 
tackling their problem 
Brokers also came under 
increased pressure in the af¬ 
termath ofYamal chi's failure. 
Daiwa Securities was forced 
to issue a statement denying 
edly mosr stable banks. V any losses from tobashi, the 

LIGB was set up to provide practice of irKulatingfovoured 



long-term funding for Japa¬ 
nese. .industiy.Jf . .recently 
agreed ; a parfrifirship' with 
SBC Warburg Dillon. Read,, 
the investment; Tftpk. which 
yesterday h said lh?r it could 
notfulfiL 

Moody'S Investors Service 
said the g m nr ir m ^- fm’HLm%en- 
tals of LTCB- and’four other 
banks.' including * Yasuda 
Trust-were very weak. Yasu- 
da Trust odd yesterday that it 
would increase its capital by 
Y50 billicto (£240 t million) 
through the salepfi^Hjquar- 
ters and other real' estate. 
Ryan O’CorifieH'. 'a MoodjTs 
analyst in New York, .said 
Japanese banks wwe moviog 


clients from bad loans. 

. Daiwa suffered a further. 
Mow vriten Japanese prosecu¬ 
tors . - charged Hnwnitsu 
Sesame, a former vic fr-chai r- 
man, and. two other, • former 
executives, in connection with 
alleged corporate .racketeer¬ 
ing, All foe Big-.Fbur brokers 
: haye now .been implicated in 
the sokarpa-scandaL • 

. As another financial institu¬ 
tion collapsed — TokuyoCny, 
the regional bank — the 
Japanese authorities sought to 
calm investors by saying they 
were ready fo use taxpayers' 

. money to prop up the finanoal 
system. The Nikkei 225 Aver¬ 
age dosed up Ll peroent 


Sterling’s 
strength 
hits trade 

BRITAIN'S trade deficit 
ballooned in September, 
providing the first hard 
evidence that the strong 
pound is hitting exports.. 
The global trade deficit in¬ 
creased from £616 milli on to 
£L2S billion, its highest level 
for nearly a year (Alasdair 
Murray writes). 

- The rise in foe deficit was 
led by a 05 per cent fall in 
export volumes. Over the 
third quarter export vol¬ 
umes increased by 06 per 
: cent compared with 4 per 
cent in the second quarter. 
Export prices also rose for 
the second consecutive 
month in September, sug¬ 
gesting that businesses are 
no longer able to trim mar¬ 
gins to avoid losing sales. 

The nou-EU deficit for 
October narrowed slightly 
to £794 million from £817 
million. Trade in services, 
published in a monthly for¬ 
mat for the first time, 
showed a global surplus of 
£700 million for September. 


Post Office to get 
financial freedom 

By Phiup Bassett, industrial editor 


THE Government yesterday 
vowed to give full finandal 
freedom to the Post Office to 
go hand in hand with the 
commercial freedom it has 
pledged to give the service. 

Ian McCartney, Minister of 
State at the Trade and Indus¬ 
try Department, told the Com¬ 
mons Industry Select Com¬ 
mittee that the Govemmeni 
would change the Post Office’s 
finandal structure as part of 
the current review of the 
organisation. 

The move is a bow to 
evidence submitted by the Post 
Office, am sinner groups and 
unions, which have insisted 
foe organisation's funding is 
taken out of the Treasury* 5 
calculation of the public sector 
borrowing requirement. 

It comes in spite of govern¬ 
ment unhappiness about the 
Post Office’s 4 per cent pay 
deal with its employees. 

Gordon Brown, foe Chan¬ 
cellor,. refused to comment 


precisely on the deal yester¬ 
day. but in the wake of his pre- 
Budget statement taking a 
tough line oh pay, he insisted 
that such deals had to be 
readied with ‘’moderation”. 

Mr McCartney insisted that 
the Post Office ’deal, revealed 
by. The Times yesterday, was 
within government guidelines 
on public sector pay. Accord¬ 
ing to "foe Post Office's main 
trade union, the Union of 
Communication Workers, the 
deal is worth about 4 per cent, 
including basic rate increases 
of 33 per cent and other 
changes. 

Mr McCartney said foe Post 
Office and others had pressed 
for its employees to be taken 
out of foe scope of the Govern- 
menrs public sector pay 
guidelines. 

He said that this was an 
important area of decision for 
the Government's review'. 

Commentary, page 27 
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Greater did not convince audi&ce 


7 By Dominic Walsh 

DIAGEO; the name chosen by 
.Guinness .and Grand Metropolitan to . 
; consummate their £23 billion merger, 
has attracted considerable criticism in 
its short life. But when it came to voting 
Mhe foune change'through at yester- 
days extraordinary general meeting in 
■ .'London, shareholders of Guinness 
[;• showed they could be just as caustic as 
dtemost cynical media commentator. 

. ‘ When Tony^ Greener, chairman of 
. Guinness, invited questions from the 
rflobr. some shareholders were bJunf to 
the point of rudeness. One saidiTFs an 
absolute disgrace.;I ; canT express my 
horror and disgust to have the so- 
called chairman of Guinness promot¬ 
ing a name .that is not even in the 


■ The Department of Trade report into 
the Guinness affair, commissioned in 
December 1986. will finally be pub¬ 
lished today after a lengthy delay. On 
je 30 we profile the City figures 
iy to feature in the DTI report. 

Jack Lyons, page 20 


English dictionary.” Another opined 
that it sounded like “some unmention¬ 
able stomach disease". 

Another took issue not so much with 
the name but with the caidiphrase that 
goes with it — Every day pleasure 
everywhere. ‘There are many things 
that offer pleasure every day. every¬ 
where," he mused, “like sexual inter¬ 
course:” Perhaps, he asked Mr 


Greener, shareholders could be 
allowed to vote on Sexual Intercourse 
as an alternative to Diageo. 

Mr Greener kept a polite but firm 
grip on proceedings, but his argument 
that Guinness would remain as the 
name of “the world's favourite stout and 
my favourite pint” failed to convince his 
audience. When voting the audience 
was divided, requiring Mr Greener to 
call for a poll. Sadly, the sceptics' efforts 
were all in vain. Proxy votes showed 97 
per cent in favour, with 99 per cent 
supporting the merger. A similar result 
from foe earlier GrandMet meeting 
means the way is dear for Diageo to 
take its place on Stock Exchange screens 
on December 17. _ 

Commentary, page 27 
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Chancellor’s 
target cut 
for National 
Savings 

By Anne Ashworth and Alasdair Murray 


LACKLUSTRE sales at Nat¬ 
ional Savings have caused foe 
Chancellor to cut the agency's 
funding target by a third to 
£2 billion- The downward revi¬ 
sion was included in this 
week’s pre-Budget report. 

In March, it was estimated 
that National Savings could 
contribute £3 billion to foe Ex¬ 
chequer in 1997-96. National 
Savings schemes are failing to 
appeal to investors who can 
find better rates elsewhere. 

Responding to charges that 
its rates were uncompetitive. 
National Savings moved yes¬ 
terday to improve returns on 
some variable-rate schemes. 

Announcing foe increases 
which range from 035 per cent 
to 03 per cent. National Sav¬ 
ings revealed that it had at¬ 
tracted oily £826 million from 
investors in foe first seven 
months of the year. But foe 
agency, which has £50 billion 
plus of our money in its care, 
remains confident of attracting 
the £13 billion needed to meet 
its target before April. 

Rales for Income Bonds will 
go up 035 per cent from Janu¬ 
ary 8. gving a rare of 7 per cent 
on amounts under £25.000. 
The Investment Account rates 
will rise by up to 03 per cent, 
with balances of between El 
and E499 receiving a rate of 
-■435 percent .• -= 

It also emerged that foe 
Chancellor's plans to overhaul 
foe corporate tax system, re¬ 
vealed in the pre-Budget re¬ 
port will ultimately save 
British businesses about £2 
billion a year. 

The Institute for Fiscal Stud¬ 
ies described foe move to 
abolish advance corporation 
tax (ACT) and cut mainstream 
corporation tax to 30 per cent 
as a “long overdue" simplifica¬ 


tion of the system. Once the 
new system is fully operation¬ 
al it will save businesses about 
£1 billion through foe cut in 
corporation tax. 

Companies that have high 
overseas earnings and low UK 
profits will save a further £1 
billion a year as the problems 
caused by surplus ACT are 
ended. 

But foe IFS gave warning 
that during foe transition per¬ 
iod for the reforms, the corpo¬ 
rate sector will pay £2 billion a 
year in extra tax due to the 
change in payment schedules. 

At present companies pay 
about 40 per cent of their total 
tax bill in foe form of ACT 
either during foe year of 
shortly after foe financial year 
end. The remaining 60 per 
cent of foe bill is paid nine 
months after foe year end. 

But under foe new system, 
companies will pay four 
roughly equal instalments re¬ 
sulting in higher tax payments 
before the year end. 

The net effect will be to leave 
businesses paying about 130 
percent of their tax bill in 1998. 
although as the new system is 
phased in these surplus levels 
will decrease. The Treasury 
should also profit as the more 
regular flow of corporation tax 
through foe year will make 
public debt forecasts easier. 

But foe IFS was less sup¬ 
portive of other tax and benefit 
measures introduced by Gor¬ 
don Brown. Andrew Dilnot. 
director of the IFS, said: 
“There was no dear direction 
on the reform of the welfare 
stale. Some of foe measures 
were no more than brightly 
coloured lollipops. The extra 
cash for pensioners is incon¬ 
sistent with foe Chancellor's 
other objectives." 



STOCK MARKET 
INDICES 


FTSE100. 4891.2 [+27.7) 

YteW_ 133% 

FTSE An shuts .. 230190 . 

NtWee/.-.. 16W5£S(+17aC 

Now Yoric 

Dow Jones_ 7822.13 (+13 18)* 

S&P Composite 95431 (+3.98)* 
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mm 
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London dose. S296J5 (S301.6S)- 

* denotes midday trading price 

NatWest sale 

NatWest Group is within 
days of announcing a two- 
way sale of its troubled 
UK equities business, barring 
any last-minute mishaps. 
Bankers Trust is expected to 
buy the bulk of foe 
equities business, with DMG 
taking derivatives. 
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Korea woe 

Hyundai, the Korean 
electronics giant, is scaling 
back expansion plans at a 
site in Scotland. 
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IF YOU HAVE 


A HUNGER 


FOR BUSINESS 


WE’VE 
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GOTT 




APPETITE 


You are ambitious to grow. You can see opportunities. 
And so cm we.That’s why atTbe Royal Bank of 
Scotland we offer a broad range of financing 
solutions to meet che needs of a growing business. 
From working capital, asset finance and leasing. 


Kntriua C'Hjr.-ui 
R e auomh.p 


tu mezzanine, debt and equity finance, we can 


satisfy your hunger for business. 


Call us now on 0800 34 35 36. 


The Royal Bank 
a* ofScotland 
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Hyundai expected 
to curtail planned 
Scottish venture 


By Fraser Nelson and George Siveu. 


HYUNDAI, the Korean elec¬ 
tronics giant which last year 
agreed to open a El 3 billion 
microchip plant in Scotland, 
now believes it may build only 
one of the four factories that it 
could fit on the site. 

The move is being seen as 
the first sign that South Ko¬ 
rea’s British subsidiaries, 
which employ 11,000, are in 
danger bom the turmoil in 
Korea's domestic economy 
and the wider problems in 
South East Asia. 

Hyundai had been expected 
to build two factories on a site 
which, as The Times revealed 
last month, has capacity for 
four factories and 4,000 work¬ 
ers. However, the £86 million 
of Government subsidy is not 
dependent on Hyundai going 
ahead with the second phase. 
This leaves it free to cease 


construction if its economic 
fortunes change. 

Last year Hyundai an¬ 
nounced a £1.1 billion invest¬ 
ment in two factories that 
would create up to 1,800 jobs, 
bur reserved the right to stop 
bunding after the first phase. 
The prospect of a second 
development in two years’ 
time was never firmly decided 
and has been looking increas¬ 
ingly shaky as South Korea’s 
economic woes continue. 

More than 11.000 British 
jobs are dependent on South 
Korea's giant conglomerates, 
known as chaebol. Over the 
past three years, Korean com¬ 
panies have invested £4.14 
billion in the British economy, 
the lion’s share in Wales and 
Yorkshire. 

This has created 9,050 jobs, 
with the chaebol taking over 


KOREAN INVESTMENTIWUK 1995-97 


Name of company Area 


investment 
promised £ 


Jote 


dependent 

|ot» 


Hyundai I 
LGBecte 


I Electronics 
i Electronics 
LG Semiconductor 
Hdla Euro Enteprtse 
Woo One 
Dong Jin Precision 
Daewoo UK 
Samsung 
Davy Dcwngton 
Fine Bedromechantea 
Poona Jeon CO 
Sung Kwang 
Europe Tool Co 
SamMig 


2^70m 

400m 

1500m 

iaam 

im 

5m 

45m 

5m 

n/a 

812,000 

BBP.roO 

850,000 

Efim 

39m 


2000 

4410 

1700 

300 

100 

100 

400 

15 

0 

230 

83 

42 

250 

SCO 


4410 

1700 

309 

100 

100 

1750 

15 

100 

230 

83 

42 

250 

500 


Total new investment £4.14 biffian. 

Number of new jobs created: 9,961. 

UK jobs relying on Korean companies: 11,411 
Breakdown by sector 

Manufacturing: 9,046 jobs. Services: 600 jobs. Research: 1,765 
jobs _ 

Kay: S — Scotland; W—Wales; Y—Yorkshire and Humberside; L 
— London; Nl — Northern Ireland; SE — South East 


companies that employed a 
further 1,450 workers. The 
vast majority have been in the 
manufacturing sector, with 
1,760 in research and 600 in 
the services sector. 

Yesterday, Soosan Heavy 
Industries, one of the top 100 
South Korean companies in 
terms of sales, applied for 
protection from creditors. 
Trading in an affiliate, Daeho 
Construction Co, was sus¬ 
pended and the Seoul stock 
index closed 229 per cent 
lower. It fell 10 per cent on 
Monday. 

South Korean financial 
market chiefs met Lira Chang- 
yuel. the finance and economy 
minister, and pressed for mea¬ 
sures that would supply mare 
liquidity and support share 
prices. They called on the 
Government to speed up its 
negotiations with the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund for a 
$20 billion (£12 billion) loan. 
Foreign exchange dealers say 
that the country needs the 
money to restock foreign re¬ 
serves depleted in a failed 
attempt to defend the won, the 
national currency. 

Goldman Sachs, the VS 
investment bank, said that the 
outlook for South Korea was 
bleak and unlikely to improve 
soon. Experts from the invest¬ 
ment bank said that the coun¬ 
try faced years of painful 
restructuring, and it would 
take months for value to 
emerge in its stock market. 

Goldman Sachs added: 
“There is no fundamental 
reason why we should see 
recovery of the market in the 
12-month period ahead." 
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Bitter blows 


Dissolving: Larry Pillard saw profits decrease by £U7m. 


to profit at 
Tate & Lyle 

By Adam Jones • 

THE strong pound and an 
£82 millio n one-off charge 
took a heavy toD of Tate & 
Lyle; the sugar and sweeten¬ 
ers group, where fuflyear 
profits dropped from £276.3 
milli on to £1593 million. 

Exchange rate movements 
accounted for £41.7 mfllion of 
die fall, said Lany Pillard, 
chief executive, including 
£243 mil K an on profits trans¬ 
lation. The £82 million excep¬ 
tional charge, announced at 
the interims, covers cost-cut- 
ting in the US and asset 
writedowns. 

Tate & Lyle is still making a 
loss in China but its Bulgari¬ 
an plant reopened in June 
with the return of economic 
stability to the country. - 
Turnover fell from £5.16 
bfllion to £44*5 billion. At 
Staley, Tate's US concern, 
margins on high fructose corn 
syrup, used in fizzy drinks, 
were the lowest ever. The 
syrup contributed only 7 per 
cent of Staley profits, despite 
being contributing up to 75 
per cent historically. 

A final dividend of 11.7p will 
be paid on February 6, mak¬ 
ing a total of 17jp (16p) for the 
year. Tate & Lyle shares rose, 
from 460p to close at 466hp. : 




AIRTOURS. the UK’s second- 
largest tour operator, has ag¬ 
reed a £56 million deal to buy 
80 per cent of Sun Internation¬ 
al, the Belgian holiday group. 

Sun International operates 
in Britain, The Netherlands 
and France and carried about 
1.4 million passengers in toe 
year to October 31. It had sales 
of £261 million. 

Aiitours will pay 4,900 Bel- 


By Marianne Curphey 

gian francs (£81) per share, but 
toe deal is conditional on Son 
International disposing of its 
interests in its associate .com¬ 
pany, Sunparks International. 

Sun. International holds 46 
per cent of toe issued share 
capital of Sunparks and has. 
loans, guarantees and other , 
commitments. 

- Airtours said once Sun- 
parks was sold, it would ac¬ 


quire the shares of toe princi¬ 
pal shareholders and. make a 
mandatory public offer, on the 
same terms, for Sun Inter¬ 
national with the remaining 
shares held by the public. 
Airtours said the total price for 
Sun International, if it bought 
all the share capital, would be 
about £70 mfllion and said 
costs would be met from 
existing resources. 


P&O 
after warning 

SHARES of F&O-dropped 27p to «S yesterday as toe 
shipping to property con glomer a te said toe average price 
commanded by its freight container division slipped lO per 
. cent:in the last quarter. Its newly formed P&O NecEoyd 
Container,Line division lifted third-quarter profits to $25 
mfllion for July, August and September, but 

throughput was : flat at $587 minion. 

City analysts sakflhe declining container prices showed 
competition front Far Eastern rivals, who have been able to 

- undercut Western shipping companies, through- currency 
changes.-P8KTS promise to raise .the freight prices, in the 
future provided little comfort to analysts. The-merger cost ■ 

- £17-8 mfllio n in the third quarter, with aJurther £17 duQiool 

- expected in the fourth. The company said toe merger is still 
on course to deliver £120 millioa savings in the fuU year. 
P&O Nedllqyd has now made a nine-month profit of $30 
mfllion; against $8 mflflori last time; Tempos, page 28 

Eurotunnel agreement 

EUROTUNNEL has finally agreed with its craiitor banks 
toe £8 bfllion restructuring of its debts! The lma] agreements 
were signed by baidcseariiertiiiswedcShattiiDldm agreed 
to the restructuring in -July and it should be complete in the 
first quarter of next year. Patrick Ransolle. executive 
chairman of EuroturmeLsafo that now toe restn^iuring had 

- been agreed, the company could “concentrate totally on 

further developing Eurotunnd^ ; quality of services and 
commercial success”. Tempos,'page 28 

Bingo sale at Vardon 

SHARES in Vardan, the leisure group that owns the London 
Dungeon, jumped lOp to 118p yesterday when it announced the 
sale of its b’ugo operations for £303 million to management' 

. Vardon said the cash would be used towipe art debt and that 
it would corKxntrate aQ expanding its health and fitness divi¬ 
sion through a. £50 mfllion acquisition programme over the 
next few years. The £I75JXXVa-year job of David Hudd,- 
Vardon ’$ executive chairman, will disappear in the restructur¬ 
ing. He is likely to receive compensation of about £350,000. 

AIM comes under fire 

THE Alternative Investment Market is poorly controlled, 
badly sponsored-and. suffers from a lack of research, 
according to respondents to tins years Extel Survey of . 
smaller comanies. Just over three quarters of respondents 
decribed toe quality of AIM stocks as “poor", but conceded 
that the. market does provide a vital service to small' 
companies that would otherwise seek venture capital. Just 
over 44 per cent said that the London Stock Exchange has 
since made ’’adequate” changes to the market's governance. 
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Power competition prediction 


By Christine Buckley 

INDUSTRIAL CORRESPONDENT 

SOUTHERN ELECTRIC ex¬ 
pects only 5 per cent of 
electricity customers to bother 
switching suppliers when 
competition in household 
power begins. 

It also gave a warning on the 
tight timetable for competition, 
which is set Co start on a phased 


basis in April, because a key 
.a g reement over the IT system 
J has not yet been sealed. 

The company yesterday ce¬ 
mented an existing marketing 
deal with Argos, the catalogue 
chain, to sell electricity on top 
of the Southern Electric gas it 
already promotes. 

Southern aims to increase its 
earnings from generation to 30 
per cent of its total within three 


years. It has a venture with 
British Energy to build 20 
small gas-fired power stations. 

Southern's pre-tax profit for 
the six months to September 30 
fell from £1122 million to £103 
million although the previous 
period's figures had been Bat¬ 
tered by an exceptional credit of 
£S million. The interim divi¬ 
dend, payable on January 23, Is 
10.1 per cent (7.1p). T v' ‘ 


Goodman in TV travel launch 


By Dominic Walsh 

HARRY GOODMAN, whose 
International Leisure Group 
(ILG) -was toe. UK’s second 
biggest tour operator when it 
collapsed in 1991. has joined 
forces with FI exlech, the media 
group,- to sell holidays in the 
home .via television. ' 

The new partners are to 
launch a “transactional" trav¬ 


el channel that will cany 
programmes on destinations 
showing hotels, resorts and 
cruise oners, as welias infbr- 
mation an services such as car 
hire and foreign currency. 
Viewers then book by phone. 

Flextech. which supp lies ba¬ 
sic-tier channels to the cable 
and sattllitefharket, will hold 
an S7-fr 1 *^riceftt, stakes Mr 
Goodmanand Deato-t^rrHasif 


his partner in Marcbrand. 
which developed the concept, 
will hold tiie balance as joint 
managing directors. 

Mr Goodman said toe chan¬ 
nel would "revolutionise the 
holiday hooking experience", 
adding: “It will provide the 
: tffoteFfrMJiiS^hwtii a hew 
fortti-of 
ednsumdr 

way of b uy il tffi hWidays." 
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jim’s in bradford, alaris 
at head office and I’ve 
just faxed them both 


If you need important information, if you need it fast and 
you need it on toe move - you need One 2 One. 

Our Fax £t Data facility lets you use your One 2 One mobile 
phone sewice to send and receive information of all kinds - 
throughout our national’ and international** coverage area. 

And you don't need to be technically expert to recognise the 
reaf value of being able to send and rece've faxes, 
spreadsheets, sales figures, e-mail or technical data wnile 
you’re out and about 

Whatever your needs, we are ready to show you a system that 
wil* suit you - and that is competitively priced. 

find out more, call 

0500 525 525 

quoting EB43095 or visit our website 
hafr//vwwwone 2 one.co.uk 

*’*****' 6ttat a,lBn; - awrwj?Cep**Ivon raar.-mj rw.mxk rapOmt*'. ‘AvanjWi v> rr e Cm-2-7* Or*-;-:X- 

^we rw VJhysiww^ ha rr iO>e 2 Cm *ith On i Opt? IraItr. 


Best of all, your Fax 8 Data calls cost as little as I5p a minute 
inc VAT. No other digital mobile phone service offo'S mobile 
Fax £t Data daytime rates that tow. to fact, you car even use 
your free time* for Fax ft Data ca:& 

All you need do is call 0500 525 525 and we'il pu: you in 
touch with -/our local centre of expertise - ireyT g : ve you 
all toe information and advice you r.eec ’o ?et up and 
running right away. 

to find out how your business ccu r d cereal from being 
able to share information i r. ajto out o* toe c-T-ce, call 
One 2 One todav. 
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Public: Notice 

Issued by National Savings on behalf of HM Treasury 

Rate Increases 


INCOME BONDS 


From 8 January 1998 the variable gross rates 
of interest will be: 


under £25,000 
£25,000 + 


7.0% pa 
7.25% pa 


Product points 

income Bonds are for people looking for a decent 
regular months income with total capital security. Rates 
are variable and interest is paid gross.each month. 
Invest any amount from £2,000 to £250,000. Access to 
your money without penalty at three months’ notice, or 
immediately with 90 days loss of interest 


INVESTMENT ACCOUNT 


From 11 December the variable gross rates of 
interest mil be as follows: 


under £500 
£500+ 
£2,500+ 
£5,000+ 
£ 10 , 000 + 
£25,000+ 
£50,000+ 


4.75% pa 
5.25% pa 
5.5% pa 
5.75% pa 
6.0% pa 
6.25% pa 
65% pa 


ORDINARY ACCOUNT 


From 1 December the variable rates of 
interest will be: 

Standard rate 2.0% pa - 

Higher rate 3.0% pa * 

The Higher Rate of interest will be paid for 
each complete calendar month that £500 or 
more is in an account. (The existing additional 
requirement that an account-must have been 
open at least a whole calendar year wifi no 
longer aq>ply.) 

Product points 

Ordinary Account is a snqrfe passbook account offering 
instant access to ybw cash-up to £250 adayfbr 
regular customers. There are two tiers of interest and 
up to the .first £70 of interest each yeau is tax-free. 

Invest from £10 to £10,000. / - . 


TREASURER S ACCOUNT 


It 

r : 

K f;vr y 


From II December the variable gross rates of 
interest will be as follows: 


£ 10 , 000 + . 
£25.000 + 
£ 100 , 000 + 


‘6.0%Tpa 
6.25% pa 
65% pa 


Product points 

The Investment Account is a convenient passbook 
account combating rase of Investing with excellent 
rates of return. Save from £20 to £100,000 - by past, 
standing order or at the post office. Access to your 
money without penalty at one month's notice, or 
immediately with 30 days loss of interest 


Product points . 

Treasurer's Account is a secure and rewarding deposit -.; 
account for non-proft ituldng organisatkms. lt offers .- 
a unique amtoihation of benefits inducting aKradiwB 
tiered rates, easy access, atelepHone service for . ,. r J.. 
transactions, no charges or eommlatioiyand the absotofe 
security of HM Treasury backing. Invent from £mfi& ; E 
to£2 million. . - . - . : 


Call 0645 645 000for a product booklet (caili charged # loedSate)- 


Or pick up a booklet at airy post crffice. - : l; ‘% L t w 
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relishes a 
ittla. This au~ 
-tomn he seemed to be 
a hnost inviting attack as be 
acfaiDwiedged that the sickly 
Redland snare price made fee 
group vulnerable. On Tuesday 
roght, he was able to declare 
victory. 

Remand's independence: had 
wen lost, .but fee price-of 345p 
against fee 25lp where fee shares 
were lanfinishing before Lafarge 
-to Aglow's implied 
added up to honour 

saved. 

Some shareholders mi g ht have 
hoped for more, particularly those 
who had been hired into Redland 
four years ago when the price 
easily topped £6. But fay fee time 
Agnew became involved at 
Redland, the skids had settled into 
place and he can re; 
squeezed out of fee 

as a triumph. Tt is} ___ 

on a corporate bow which, is 
already well scored after four 
tussles within a decade. 

That experience, ranging from 
saying Lasxno from fee deter¬ 
mined atta ck fay Enterprise Ofl to-, 
securing a good price for Cons- 
Ctold ^shareholders, lias-taught 
Agnew fee importance of timing. 
It is no coincidence that Tafarge 
was persuaded to pay up mi the 
eve of Redland’S publication of its 
final defers document 
Even -wife fee help of the best 



reigns, dear 


nave been looking a little on 
thin side as far as o“ 
shareholders a rosy future: 


offering up fee scilp of chief 
executive Robert Napier might 
have been seen as evidence of a 
defammation to do better in fee 
future, it was also a reflection on 
the dismal stale into which 
Redland had deteriorated while he 
wasarthehdm. 

In' Napier's defence it can be 
said feat harifdfng m a terials has 
not been fee best of sedors to be in 
throughout fee-last dpraA» hut 
■others might - not have found 
themselves in fee unhappy pos¬ 
ition. . of having to amuse 
shareholders .with a series of profit 
warnings. A chief executive who is 
-both optimistic and unlucky is a 
fearful combination to set before 
fond managers. 

Nonetheless, it appears to have 
been. Napier who ensured that 
Lafarge was persuaded to up its 
bid an Tuesday night Unable to 
rely on its awn prospects of 
improving the business to fend off 
the ft-enen attack. Redland had set 
about deconstruction, as an alter¬ 
native defence. In particular, it 
sought to extricate itself from its 
. troublesome German, joint ven¬ 
ture. Napier took on fee role -of 
persuading the Germans to buy - 
out Redland and, in a remarkably 
short time, be succeeded in getting 
them to die brink of a deal. That 
was what persuaded Lafarge to 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


become a little more generous 
with its offer. 

Perhaps, because of this. 

shareholder shouki not begrudge 
Napier too much of his payoff- As 
for Agnew, he must surely now 
feature an the very limited list of 
those CSty mercenaries who can be 

called on to fight in any interesting 

corporate battle: Up m Bradford, 
as Allied Colloids squares up 
against the American Hercules, 
they may be tempted to seek bis 
advice. 

Time to deliver 
for Post Office 

T he Post Office slipped in its 
pay rise just before the 
Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer prepared to tell the 
nation of his insistence that pay 
rises should be “moderate”. 
Quite what amounts to moderate 
he is unwilling to specify- Is the 
proportion to be judged fay 
Cabinet Minister standards — a 


40 per cent hike bong widely 
acceptable in those quarters—or 
e standards or the market 
ace? 

In the latter case, fee Post 
Office decision seems quite 
moderate. 

A 33 per cmr increase in basic 
pay. increases in allowances ana 
similar scale and a lump sum 
payment of £55 is below many 
private sector increases. 

But the Post Office, despite the 
wishes of its consecutive bosses, 
is not the independent body it 
would like to be. The previous 
Government shied away from 
privatisation for a variety of 
spurious reasons connected to 
what it saw as potential vote 
losses. The current administra¬ 
tion is equally averse to foil 
blooded privatisation. 

Yet Sir Michael Heron, fee 
Post Office chairman, is itching 
to be given the freedom to 
compete in the co mm er c ial 
world. Yesterday the Govern¬ 
ment indicated that it would give 


him seme limited financial free¬ 
dom but that will still keep it 
firmly under the eyes of Gordon 
Brown, and his insistence that 
public sector pay should be kept 
within tight limits. He cannot 
have the Post Office encouraging 
other public sector bodies into 
bad ways. 

But me Post Office has been 
increasing its efficiencies and an 
insistence that it should not be 
able to reward staff for their 
contributions in this direction 
would be unjust and. ultimately, 
counter productive. 

There are still queues at Post 
Office counters but the services 
on offer once you reach the 
counters are ever-increasing- The 
latest idea is to help out banks 
such as Lloyds TSB and the Co¬ 
op by turning every FO into a 
branch office for them. The 
cleaners benefit by being able to 
shut their branches, bringing 
down costs, while continuing to 
offer a bit of a service to 
customers through the Post Of¬ 


fice. Girobank may have started 
out as just such a bright idea but 
this new incarnation could just 
work. 

There is much more that it 
could, and should, be en¬ 
couraged to do. But this sort of 
enterprise flourishes best in the 
private sector. New Labour 
should be able to come to terms 
with that proposition. 

Short measures 
of justice 

A mong those struggling to 
plough through fee Guin¬ 
ness report as it comes 
into the public domain this 
morning will be the gentlemen at 
the Securities and Futures Au¬ 
thority. The events covered in the 
document may have taken place 
a decade ago. before the SFA had 
even arrived on fee scene, but 
Nicholas Ourlacher and his 
team still have jurisdiction over 
some of those who were involved. 
They will have to decide whether 
there is a case for them to re¬ 
examine the roles of those who 
once put their skills to work on 
behalf of Ernest Saunders and 
his ambitions and are still 
practising in the City. 

There will, inevitably, be a 


reluctance to reopen an episode 
that did the City so' much 
damage. The prospect erf a regu¬ 
latory re-run of the fiasco that the 
Guinness trials degenerated into 
would be horrifying for all 
concerned. 

But until the report, so long 
kept under wraps, has been folly 
paused, we should not rule out 
the prospect of the SFA deciding 
that it cannot sit back and do 
nothing simply because of the 
passing of years. 

The report is likely to tell us 
that there was nothing terribly 
unusual about the way the 
Guinness battle was fought, feat 
the City had long deemed share 
suport operations the sensible 
way to ensure victory in con¬ 
tested bids. 

On that basis, fee players who 
have already been punished for 
their role m the affair may 
rightly claim to have been treated 
a tittle unfairly. 


Ticket to rise 

THE high spending Japanese 
tourist is likely to be an unusual 
sight around Europe's capital 
cities for the next few years, but 
fee fall out from the latest Asian 
flu bout has not hurt Vendome. 
The company is continuing to 
demonstrate that there is a 
strong market for luxury goods if 
they come with the right brand 
label And it seems mat in the 
late 1990s, you cant beat a 
Beatles' daughter for bringing in 
the customers. 



near 
to deal on 



By Richard Miles, ranking correspondent 


NATWEST GROUP is within 
days of announcing a two-way 
sale of its troubled UK equities 
business, barring 'any : last- 
minute mishaps. 

Bankers Trust the US in- 
x , vestment bank, is expected to 
■ buy the . bulk , of NatWest 
Markets’: equities business, 
wife Deutsche Morgan Gren¬ 
fell taking the derivatives arm. 

City analysts hope NatWest 
will obtain at .least bode value 
for fee business* said to be 
about £500 million. An unto¬ 
uched offer of £150 million 
from DMG earlier this month 
was dismissed as derisory. 

NatWest Markets s uff ered a 
severe blow to its reputation 
earlier in fee. spring when a 
mispricing calculation in: its ' 
options division, forced -the-’ 
parent bank to write off £77 
million. The event triggered a 
welter of speculateorrabout fee 
operation's future.'. 

-*VThe bank has consistently 
denied feat ilinlends to sell on 
fee markets division, includ¬ 
ing the UK and continental 


equitiesdivisian. Its formal 
line is that NatWest Markets 
• is being restructured under a 
new - chief executive. .Chip 
Kniger. - - . 

But, after Barclays sold the 
equities division of BZW, its 
investment bank,, to Credit 
Suisse .First ; Ba5ton for £100 
milli on at the beginning of 

- October* NatWest has- been 
beset by pote ntia l bidders who 

- aretonvinced the investment 
banking arm is fin-sale. 

NatWest refused last, night 
to conunent on reports fear a 
sale of the equities business is 
imminent, but it is understood 
' that discussions wife Bankers 
; Trust and DMG; the-UK 

- investment banking arm.-of 
" Deutsche Bank, are ongoing. 

' -“It Htakes sense, and it would 
. be a good fit for Bankers 

Trust," said one banker.' 

Any sale , would raise signifi¬ 
cant questions about the. re: 
znainder of NatWest Markets, 
particularly Hambro. Magan. 
fee merger and acquisitions 
boutique. 


Vendome shares leap 
as profits rise 30% 


By Chris Ayres 


VENDOME, the Anglo-Swiss 
luxury goods group which 
owns Chide, the fashion house 
feat recently appointed Stella 

McCartney as chief designer, 
raw fa shares rise AZ^pyiesier- 
day to 395p, after it reported a 
surge in international sales 
}(See Commentary, this page). 

The company, which makes 
Cartier watches, Dunhfll metis- 


wear and Moiitbkuic watches, 
saw turnover up 25 per cent in 
Europe. IS per cent in the Far 
East and 31 per cent in fee US. 

The company reported a 30 
per cent rise.in protax profit 
far the half year to September 
30 to SFCZ79 million (SFi214 
million). In sterling, profits 
rose wily by 3 per cent to EU7 
million- 


We've 
been voted 
the best 


conqueror 


'Best UK Process 


OSQO 993300 


2 Arjo Wiggins 



from BT. 


some others, we use state of 
the art technology across our entire 
network - one that runs along 
pylons and the tube to cover the nation. This makes us an unusually low cost operator. And 
gives you excellent reliability and exceptionally advanced 
capability for oil your communications - voice, data, video, internet 
or intranet. Shouldn't you check that your supplier still stacks up? 
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Talk of big corporate deal 
brings out the speculators 


WHISPERS circulating 
throughout the Square Mile 
suggest that another major 
corporate deal may be 
unfolding. 

So it came as no surprise 
that leading contenders were 
treated to another flurry of 
speculative buying. Leading 
the charge was London & 
Manchester, where the shares 
rose 26p to a new peak of 514p. 
There is talk that Britannic, a 
rival, also 9p better at a new 
high of £10.06‘a. may be 
contemplating a bid. This 
would create an enlarged life 
assurance company with a 
price tag of £25 billion. 

The speculation also spilt 
over into another old takeover 
favourite, Norwich Union, up 
lip at 36Sp. Speculative buy¬ 
ing was also directed at the 
insurance composites, with 
Commerica] Union stretch¬ 
ing its lead this week by a 
further 21p to S18p. while 
General Accident rose in sym¬ 
pathy 16*2 p to £10.03*2 and 
Royal SunAfliance put on 18p 
at 54Ip. 

Takeover talk also came 
back to haunt Vodfaone, Brit¬ 
ain's biggest mobile phone 
operator, with the price firm¬ 
ing 7p to 381 p in heavy 
turnover of 1154 million 
shares. ATT&T continues to be 
mentioned as a potential 
suitor. 

The rest of the equity mar¬ 
ket managed to daw back 
some of this week's lost 
ground, but closed below its 
best levels after a warning 
from the White House that the 
turmoil in the Far East would 
impact on the US economy. 
The FTSE 100 index having 
been 435 points higher at one 
stage, eventually reduced its 
lead to 27.7 at 4591 2 reflecting 
the loss of early gains on Wall 
Street Total turnover reached 
a healthy 829 million shares. 

Overnight selling in the US 
saw BP crumble 38*zp to 
SOSp. Goldman Sachs, the US 
securities house, added to the 
group's woes by lowering its 
forecast for die oil price from 
$19 a barrel to $18. 

US Food and Drug Admin¬ 
istration approval for Zomij*, 
an oral treatment for mi¬ 
graine. gave Glaxo Wellcome 
a boost, with the price climb¬ 
ing 22p to £13.80. Glaxo esti¬ 
mates that 23 million 
Americans suffer from mi¬ 
graine and that the global 
market is worth nearly £900 
million. 

Revived US institutional 
support also spilt over into the 
other big drug companies. 



with S mith K line Bcecham 
rising 164 p to 592p, and 
Zeneca 39p to £1827. 

Redland rose 4 4 p to 3394 p 
on the news that it had agreed 
the terms of a £1.8 billion offer 
from Lafarge. The French 
group has agreed to increase 
its terms from 320p to 345p a 
share. Redland told share¬ 
holders at its annual meeting 
that it might be vulnerable to a 
bid following the dramatic 


ITS ALL IN THE CHARTS 
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Credit Lyonnais Laing. the 
broker, has its own answer 
to Mystic Meg. It is the 
media team of Nick Ward 
and Gareth Thomas who 
says it is all in the charts. 
They have been number 
crunching and poring over 
the charts in order to estab¬ 
lish die best "buys" in the 
sector. 

They say the charts show 
three measures relative to 
the market: price earnings, 
enterprise value and equity 
value and trading cash flow 
from 1996 to the turn of the 
century. 

When the price-rdative 
lines rise, the company's 


rate of growth is sub- 
market When the price- 
relative foils, the rale of 
growth is above market 
The stock is cheap or expen¬ 
sive, not because of where 
the line starts but according 
to how steeply the line folk. 

Impressed, eh? Put more 
simply, the strongest rec¬ 
ommendations include 
Pearson, up 64p at 814p, 
Mirror Group, unchanged 
at 1914p. United News & 
Media, 24p lighter at 742p 
and Reed International 
13 4p stronger at 6244p. 
The “sens’* include Renters, 
down 8p at OTIp, and EML 
I3p lower at 457p. 
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Gold price fears saw Rio Tinlo touch 730p before rallying 


colapse in its share price from 
a peak of 378p. 

The bid for Redland also 
directed support towards 
Hanson. 9b p better at 301 hp, 
and Blue Circle Industries, 
13b p dearer at 357bp. 

Woisdey remains a firm 
favourite for a number of 
brokers. SBC Warburg Dillon 
Read rates the shares a “buy” 
and has set a target price of 
570p. It dosed lbp easier at 


491p. BSkyB drew strength 
from this week's recommen- 
dation from Sori6t6 Generale 
Strauss Turnbull the broker, 
with a rise of 13bp to 441bp. 

The profits warning from 
Billiton came after the official 
dose on Tuesday, but the 
shares still fell 8p to 153'zp 
when business resumed-yes¬ 
terday. 

The mining group that was 
demerged from Gencor earlier 
this year said that the dramat¬ 
ic decline in the spot level of 
prices for coal, nickel and 
ferroalloys would make a 
dentin profits for the full year. 

But there was better news 
for RJB Mining. Britain's 
biggest deep-coal miner, up 9p 
at 15F2p.lt has won a three- 
year contract to supply Nat¬ 
ional Power, 3*2p firmer at 
563hp, with 18 million tonnes 
of coal. 

The RJB share price fell 
sharply last month after 
Dresdner Klein wort Benson, 
the broker, said that the 
failure to secure fresh supply 
contracts could see almost 80 
per cent of its business wiped 
out during the next few years. 
The (nice has fallen from a 
peak of 453p this year. 

Worries that the gold price 
could continue foiling on 
world markets saw Rio Tin to 
touch 730p before rallying! to 
dose 6p firmer at 743p. Socnfcte 
G6nfrraie Strauss Turnbull is 
cautious about the short-term 
outlook for gold. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Revived 
fears of an interest rate rise 
took die shine off the bond 
market with prices dosing 
mixed. 

Shorter-dated issues 
underperformed the rest of the 
market to dose with small 
losses on the day undermined 
by Tuesday’s “green Budget 
"that set an inflation target of 3 
per cent rpi-x for the final 
quarter. That is half a point 
higher than the figure already 
forecast by the Bank of 
England. 

In file futures pit, the De¬ 
cember series of tne Long Gilt 
finished three tides lower at 
£118 ,J, is in moderate trading. 

Among convedonal issues. 

Treasury 8 per cent 2021 added 

£ 3 ia at £119%, while at the 
shorter end .Treasury 7 per 
cent 2002 lost £*» at £100 2T 32. 

□ NEW YORK: Wall Street 
stocks were firm at midday, 
but little could be read into the 
low volume of trade ahead of 
the Thanksgiving holiday to¬ 
morrow. analysts said. The 
Dow Jones industrial average 
was up 13JL8 points at 7,882.13. 
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The art of breaking up 


BREAKING UP may be hard to do. but it is. 
the only way for the Peninsular & Oriental 
s tpam Navigation company if its shares are tO- 
make more advances from their recent tuiu 
I ts problem is bong second best ( in 
everything. Its many divisions are all’capital 
intensive, all competing for group resources 
with seldom enough to go round. • ” ■ 

And while its exhibition centres sit along¬ 
side the femes, the shares will suffer from the 
Hanson effect —the merits of the lift division 
are lost on analysts whose eyes have glazed 
over after the fifth division. 

Although it has placed Boris on the auction 
block, it seems less than committed'to doing 
the full monty. Optimists see a golden era 
where P&Q will have stripped right down to a 
glisten ing cruises division. As shares of US 
cruisers enjoy multiples of 20 tunes earnings. 


' this suggests P&O shares are heading for. 
promised land of 8l6p. 

■ ■ But P&O is not heUbenr on 3 foil demerger. 

Its tactics have been to sell the family silver 
when the coffers Tim low, - with no firm 
commitment about the long-term strategy, v 
. ' In die mean time it stands with bizarre 
titbits; exhibition centres at Earls Court is- 
great but whars it doing with P&O? Even in 
. the core Nedlqyd division, average c ontain er 
prices are dawn 10 per cent as competition 
heats up from the cheap and cheerful Far 
• Eastern rivals; . 

This all demands spedal management' 
attention, yet the company seems .set'to- 
remain a conglomerate for a long time to 
come. The shares have now caiwht up with 
the post-Bovis break-up range; for now, tire 
tone to buy has piused^. ' * • v r 




Eurotunnel 

AT LAST eveything scans to 
be going 1 right for Euro- 
tunneL The shareholders 
agreed the restructuring. 
The banks agreed the re¬ 
structuring. The European 
Commission has agreed to 
let Stena merge with P&O, 
which is good news for 
Eurotunnel as it means next 
summer’s price war will not 
be as fierce as had been 
feared. The suppliers have 
agreed to a massive cut in the. 
costofthe rolling stock for Le 
Shuttle. What coaid possibly 
go wrong? 

Well, one or two things; 
Currencies are still not help¬ 
ing. with the strength of ster¬ 
ling deterring Frendi tourists 
from coming to the UK in a 
way not mitigated by the 
number of.British crossing 
the Channel The problems 
that: London & Continental 
Raflways. is having raising 


the money to build the fast 
link from Central London is' 
a negative too. And then 

there is the issue of whether 
the licenceto operate is being 
extended, 7 and at what cost 
Eurotunnel is concemed that 
the British. Government is 
going to force it to cut freight 
prices, something the tun¬ 
nel’s chiefs are keen to avoid. 
But. all in all the outlook for 


Eurotunnel is about as poa-- 
live as it has been in foe n 
years since it floated. 

So are.the shares Worth 
buying?. The market thinks 
so, putting them up 3p to 62p 
yesterday. There still is the 
issue of whether a dmdmd 
will be paid this lifetime. But 
if you have a long-term view 
and like risk, it could be the 
time to tuck same away. 
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Anglogold 

“ROTTEN assets remain rot¬ 
ten assets whatever the i 

rate p ackag ing," said Bol 
Godsell, dhiet executive of 
Anglogold, the giant formed 
from Anglo American’s di¬ 
verse gold interests. Amid all 
tiie reshufllmg. he was frying 
to focus investors on tiie 
continuing need to improve 
AnglogokFs costly South Afri¬ 
can mines. Dozens'of shafts 
have dosed and there is more 
hacking to do before costs are 
down to $250 an ounce. 

In a week when gold prices 
dipped bdow $300 an ounce; 
Mr Godselfc .words feme a 
resonance beyond Anglo- 
gold’s efficiency drive..'Why 
should myestozs; be bothered 
about Angloggld andits rival 
Goldco bring formed try:. 
Gencor and Gold FSdds — 
when their underlying com¬ 
modity appears rotten? - 

Gold'S status as a stable 
repository of value is in mor¬ 
tal danger. Some in the Indus¬ 
try weakly pin their hopes.on 
India's nouveau riche driving 


jewellery demand forward. 
Others believe central banks 
now realise it is not in their 
interests to suggest selling 
gold reserves. 

Having said that, Anglo 
American's sudden urge to 
open up has been welcomed 
as an sign erf further changes. 
Anglogold appears to have 
won some prime, efficient 
assets from JCL and - its 
gearing is low, meaning prof¬ 
its kick-in earlier than many 
think. If you must have gold 
exposure, it could be attrac¬ 
tive, especially if tiie risk 
premium placed on South 
Africa seems ovwoooked. 1 

Billiton 

THERE are mutterfogs-in the 
Chy that Billiton and its co¬ 
sponsors, UBS. and Robert' 
Heating, over-reached them-. 
selves when the South African 
stodc was placed at220pin the 
summer. 

Billiton, the base metals 
oompany spun off froin South 
Africa's Gencor, soon hit250p 
but has since found the going 


. tough. Yesterday, the shares 
dosed dawn a further 6p at 
153bp as mviestorsdigested a 
profits warning issued after 
the London marker dosed on: 
Tuesday. 4 

Brian Gilbertson, chair-, 
man. gave warning that the 
turmofl m world markets has 
, already meant a substantial' 
decrease in coal, nickel and 
ferroalloy prices^ but not. so 
. far, in mumiruum, its key’ 
product In the statement to 
tiie market that accompanied 
tiie annual results, Mr Gil¬ 
bertson suggested that T70p 
was a price that "“offered ; 
sound value” but the C5ty 
begged to differ. 

London's reaction was per- - 
haps a Itit extreme; ffiere was' 
little that was really, new in 
the wanting- But outside of 
the index trackers — Billiton ; 
is in the middle of the FTSE ■ 
100 — there is little active 
ownership in UK funds and a 
big chunk of the shares are 
still in South Africa. Its over- N 
rated start has done little to 
encourage more UK • 
investors. 
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s leaders bf-the Asa-Pa dfic 
Economic ■ Cooperation 


f AS 

!■£ .^-(Apecj forum swallowed 
.. their last mouthfuls of Vancouver - 
■ salmon and headed home yesler- 
:. da y. they, issued an upbeat final 
■; statement The 18 countries in the 
: forum asserted that “financial 
;; stability arid sustainable growth” 
•• were just round the comer in spate 
of three months of crisis. 

In. this .exercise. in optimism.- 
President Clinton a pp e are d tri- 
;! umphant Although te and Made¬ 
leine Albright Secretary of Stale. 

; ; avoided saying “I told yon so" the 
:> crisis vindicates the US’s repeated, 

i, demands for Asia to open its. 

j. markets, largely ignored during 
;; the 15 years of the Asian miracle. 

But Mr Clinton himself is a less 
!' obvious victim of the crisis. Tbe 
«; turmoil is hkdy to prove the death 
): knell for his hopes of liberalising 
; global trade, the closest policy he. 
;ihas to a Big Idea- His co mmit- 
; roent led him. to raise Apecto the : 

; status of a summit in 1993, topnsb 
through file Nafta trade pact with. 

■' Mexico and Canada, and. to help 
*: to create the World Tirade Organ-,' 



’s ‘big idea’ 


isafion. But the crisis now threat¬ 
ens that project, as well as eco¬ 
nomic growth.the two legacies he 
thought were safest.. 

One of the sources of the Asian 
- alas has been governments' en¬ 
couragement of loans to fad the 
constructibn. boom that has felt 
South-East Asian skylines dotted 
with partly empty skyscrapers. 
Loans struck in foreign currencies 
were inadequately supporte d fay 
.assets in the. same currency, 
leaving lenders vulnerable as 
overvalued exchange rates fcfl. 
The fear that lenders would rush 
to sell assets pushed down stock 
markers the spiral threatened to 
continue and to spread to other ■ 
'countries. 

Whether, this can be checked ■ 
depends on whether the $60 
billion (£35.75 billion) rescue plan 
led by the International Monetary 
Fund can restore confidence. It 
also depends on whether Asian * 


governments acknowledge (he 
role that corruption and special 
favours — the dark side of the 
Asian miracle — have played in 
the crisis. On both these points. 
Japan can {day a critical role as a 
firebreak, if its authorities choose 

The first test of whether tbe 
afflicted countries are willing to 
co nte mplate profound reform is 
their response to the US’s call for 
more open markets in banking 
and insurance. The final Apec 
communique — which empha¬ 
sised that all efforts are on a 
“voluntary basis" — said; “We 
undertake id work in a-deter¬ 
mined fashion to achieve a suc¬ 
cessful conclusion to WTO 
negotiations on financial services 
by December 12.1997." . 

But US and Canadian officials 
yesterday were sceptical that fins 
amounted to a commitment to 
allow more co m pe ti t i on. Although 
more competition might have 
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helped to prevent the crisis, au¬ 
thorities may now fed it is too 
dangerous to take that step while 
they are trying to prop up their 
weaker financial institutions. 

Although Mr Clinton tried to 
keep the summit's attention at 
least partly on questions of trade. 


not financial crisis; there are fears 
dial governments will use the 
turmoil to justify protectionism 
and secrecy. Nor is Mr Clinton in 
a strong position to puncture this 
resistance, given the opposition be 
faces at home to trade liberalisa¬ 
tion. It is now dear that one 
immediate effect of the crisis mil 
be to increase America’s trade 
deficit with Asian countries, al¬ 
ready an explosive issue in Con¬ 
gress. Japan said this week that 
US fears were “reasonably 
accurate”. 

A widening deficit will make 
Mr Clinton’s faint hopes of win¬ 
ning new powers to negotiate 
trade agreements even fainter. On 
tbe eve of the summit he was dealt 
an unexpected blow by Congress, 
which refused to grant him “fast- 
track” powers to negotiate trade 
deals without detailed amend¬ 
ment by itself. Democrats, op¬ 
posed to fast-track powers on the 


ground that it might cost Ameri¬ 
can jobs, will seize on evidence of 

a widening deficit when Congress 
resumes in Jamuuy. 

The crisis is also likely to 
complicate Mr Clinton’s attempt 
to get Congress’s support for more 
funding for the IMF. Even though 
the bail-out of Mexico by the IMF 
and the US four years ago was 
successful, and the loans repaid. 
Congress remains antagonistic to 
the US's role in such rescues. Last 
week it turned down Mr Clinton's 
request for an additional $35 
billion for the IMF. 

Hie Asian slump will also 
inevitably have an effect on US 
growth. Tentative estimates range 
from a 02 to 05 percent impact on 
gross domestic product next year. 
Although cheaper imports will 
help to calm fears of inflation and 
further interest rate rises, the 
impact may take the shine off the 
econo mi c boom that has under¬ 


pinned Mr Clinton’s popularity, 
and remains Vice-President 
Gore's best hope of reaching the 
White House in 2000. 

Mr Gin ton need not have been 
as politically vulnerable to the 
Asian crisis as he now appears. 
Had he been dearer in explaining 
what he intended to do with fast- 
track powers, he would have had 
a chance of focusing attention on 
die access America would gain in 
distant markets, rather than al¬ 
lowing it to dimmish into an 
argument about losing jobs to 
Mexico. Had be resisted the 
temptation of equating national 
interests with a trade surplus, he 
would not be so vulnerable to 
these devaluations. 

But the fact is that be Is now 
associated, probably inextricably, 
with the failure of fast-track and 
with a widening trade deficit. A 
shock now given to the Asian 
economies may succeed in bring¬ 
ing about reform where Mr 
Clinton's lectures failed. In which 
case; he MU see the seeds of his 
campaign bear fruit in some 
future president’s term. 




game’ prompts oil 
groups to get together 



Recent deals 
obscure 
prolonged 
negotiation, 
says Carl 
Mortished 


century ago file Imp¬ 
erial armies of Rus¬ 
sia and Britain eyed 
.each ‘ other , suspi¬ 
ciously overfile - mountain 
granges of Central Asia. British 
< spies, disguisedas'merchants 
and holy mm. flitted from 
India through; Afghanistan to 
Samarkand, and Tashkent in 
the hope of obtaining early 
warning of the advance of 
Tsarist troops. Kipling ’ 
described this high-altitude in¬ 
trigue and skirmish as The . 
g^eal game”. .. ■:.. t . - 
; Today, Russia'S armies are 
rcjore concerned with quelling 
nationalist uprisings than with - 
foreign adventure, fait-a centu¬ 
ry an there is a new great game 
being played in Central Asia by . 
Western ofl ctanpanies. So far, • 
if as peaceful, but the states are, , 
much larger than a few square J, 
miles ofterritory.and this time 
ia is the target of foreign - 
The struggle is. far 
itrol of the vast energy 
reserves in Siberia and Central 
/jsia. • 

“Only weeks after Boris Yelt- 
sjfi. the Russian President, ate : " 
nounced that foreigners would 
be allowed to take control of 
Russian oil and gas companies, 
BP and Shell separately re¬ 
vealed that they had agreed.' 
strategic alliances with leading 
players in foe Russian oil and 
gas industry. On Monday last 
week BP announced that it 
would buy 10 per cent of AO 
Sidanco, a Russian ofl com¬ 
pany, and fund a joint venture 
development rfKovyktinskoye, 
a massive gas condensate field. : 
in Eastern Siberia, 
just, as BP announced its 
' $750 million (£430 million) in- ■ 
vestment Shell said that it had 
entered into an alliance with 
RAO Gazprom, the Russian : - 
gas utility. Shell is to subscribe 
for $1 billion in convertible 
bonds issued by Gazprom and 
foe two companies wfll jointly 
develop afl. and gas liquids ' 
from foe Zapolyarnoye field in . 
Western Siberia.. . _ - 

Last week’s flurry of activity 




Deals such as Shell's with Gazprom could extend far beyond just foe development of a Siberian oilfield 


obscures the prolonged diplo¬ 
matic courtship. that made 
these deals possible. It also 
ignores the possibility that 
Shell's deal with .Gizprom 
could go far beyond just the 
development of a Siberian 
oilfield. Even by Shell’s stan¬ 
dards, Gazprom is a monster. 
It owns 30 per cent of the 
world’s -known gas reserves, 
seven times the hydrocarbon 
assets of Shell and Ejcxon 
combined. Last year Gazprom 
supplied almost a fifth, of the 
gas consumed in. . Western 
Europe, with Germany and 
France relying cm Russia for 
more than a third of their gas 
consumption. • 

'If Shell wants- .access to 
Russians energy wealth, Gaz¬ 
prom too has imperialistic 
ambitions and is. keen to reach 
furtherdownstream in Europe 
in search of m arkets -r the 
Russian company already has 
■a joint venture with Germany's 
Wintershall and a stake in foe 
UK-Nezherlands gas inter- 
connector. With rising demand 
for dean fuel, foe Russians see 
a- tremendous opportunity. 
Hence. Gazprom's $12 billion 
investment in the Yamal pipe¬ 


line linking Siberia with 
Germany. But Gazprom lades 
cash—the company is plagued 
with bad debts because of its 
social obligations to bankrupt 
Russian communities. 

This is where Shell comes in. 
The company has been in 
talks, an and off. with 
Gazprom for ten years. Cor 
Herkstroter, chairman of the 
Anglo-Dutch oil {^oup, ex¬ 
plains: “We started talking in 
foe late 1980s. At the time they 
didn't know anybody outside 
the Soviet Union. Gazprom 
was so big and bureaucratic It 
took a long time to develop a 
relationship and discover each 
ofoerts qualities.” 

. The problems are as modi, 
political as cultural. Since the 
collapse of the_ Soviet Union, 
Western oil companies have 
been, engaged in an elaborate 
dance with Russia, but even 
now investors are deterred by 
foe absence of a legal system 
dial gives comfort to Western 
capitalists. There are still 
doubts about the security of 
production-sharing contracts 
in Russia — a standard ar¬ 
rangement in the oil industry 
which shares out the proceeds 


from each band of oil between 
the Stale and the oil company. 
The necessary laws have been 
blocked by Communists in the 
Russian Parliament, but the 
alternative solution chosen by 
BP and Shell — joint ventures 
with local companies — is not 
entirely satisfactory, as Shell 
could easily testify. The latter 
struggles in Nigeria with a 
joint venture partner that is 
heavily in arrears on its share 
. of development costs. 

S hell and BP have been 
forced to swallow hard 
and accede to Russian 
demands for cash bo¬ 
nuses as a precondition to any 
oil deal. BP is buying shares in 
a company with a poor produc¬ 
tion record — the result of a 
decade of low investment. 
Meanwhile. Shell is rescuing a 
Gazprom bond issue that was 
due to be launched in Novem¬ 
ber but was postponed after 
foe Asian financial crisis. 
Emerging markets are not 
flavour of the month and 
rumours suggested that the US 
would object to American sup¬ 
port for the Gazprom issue; the 
Russian company being a part¬ 


ner in the Iranian South Pars 
gasfield development. Coinci¬ 
dentally, Shell is reputed to be 
keen to find its own route into 
the vast Iranian gas fields. 

However. Dresdner KJein- 
wort Benson, which helped to 
put together the Gazprom- 
Shefl alliance, says the $2 
billion braid issue will go 
ahead next year with the 
support of Goldman Sachs, foe 
US investment bank, and par¬ 
ticipation by Shell to the tune 
of $1 billion. Mr Herkstroter is 
philosophical about the cost to 
Shell of supporting Gazprom's 
debt issue. “Call it a modern 
way of exploring for oU and 
pas," he said. “Oil exploration 
is always risky. You invest 
dollars in something you don't 
know is there. In this case we 
invest dollars in something we 
know is tbe re.” 

The West* big integrated oil 
companies are desperate for 
low-risk growth opportunities, 
and Shell, which failed to 
increase its production in the 
past quarter, is no exception. 
What Shell gets from Gazprom 
is up to 250,000 barrels per day 
from a field in Eastern Siberia; 
equivalent to about 10 per cent 


of Shell’s current worldwide 
production. 

But even as the ink dries on 
the agreement, oil companies 
look to the next deal and be-, 
yond. The alliance is ostensibly 
about raising Gazprom’s unex¬ 
ploited ofl reserves from foe 
ground, but the longer-term at¬ 
traction of Gazprom for Shell 
is that the combination of the 
Russian company^ resources 
and Shell’s expertise and fin¬ 
ancial muscle offer endless 
possibilities. The two partners 
are linking up with Lukoil, 
another Russian oil company, 
to fad for the $2 billion privat¬ 
isation of Rosneft, which has 
big reserves in Northern Sibe¬ 
ria. Gazprom and Shell are 
discussing a gas pipeline from 
the Caspian region to the Black 
Sea and into Turkey, which is 
hoping to double its gas im¬ 
ports by 2005. China is crying 
out for energy, and Siberia is 
the nearest big source of gas. 
And then there is Europe. 

hile British and 
American oil 
company execu¬ 
tives sat in Mos¬ 
cow puzzling, over the 
Byzantine politics of the col¬ 
lapsing Russian empire. Gaz¬ 
prom was sending its troops 
west in search of cash, markets 
and belter profit margins. The 
Russians want to get doser to 
European consumers but they 
face opposition from protec¬ 
tionist European state gas 
monopolies. They also face stiff 
competition from Shell and 
others pumping gas out of foe 
North Sea. Meanwhile. Algeri¬ 
an gas is arriving in Spain and 
Italy through sub-sea pipelines 
and. soon, Nigerian liquefied 
natural gas wfll reach Mediter¬ 
ranean ports. 

The partners insist that this 
is all about Russian ofl, and in 
the near term the investment 
will go into Siberian oilwells. 
but even now there are other 
opportunities. Mr Herkstroter 
said that marketing alliances 
would not be excluded. “ft is a 
very wide-ranging agreement 
We will study all projects that 
mate sense." These would 
indude gas swaps. Rather 
than importing Siberian gas 
and incurring pipeline tariffs. 
Shell would swap North Sea 
gas into the system. 

The sight of foe two largest 
players in Europe's gas market 
forming an alliance is intrigu¬ 
ing. to say the least It could 
have ramifications that even 
foe partners don’t imagine. It 
is in every sense a great game. 




f 


A SERIOUS outbreak of the Scrooge 
spirit down to Canary. Wharf. BZW 
pensioners leant that .foe Credit 
Suisse purchaseineans a change of 
name for their former emplqyer.and 
no corporate diary this year. Quite 
Vhy a diary labelled.BZW is less 
practical for recording appointments 
than one labelled Barclays Capital,! 
cannot say. But it gets worse. The 
traditional Christmas Carol Service 
at Southwark Cathedral has been 
cancelled "due. to commitments ans-. 


mg from the reorganisation of the 
business coupled , with foe lack of 
easy transport to foe Cathedral”. 
HopefiiUy there will be a service next 
year, by which time transport prob¬ 
lems in South London will miracu¬ 
lously have beat solved. 1 suppose. 
And there is no Christmas hamper 
this, year,: just .a special payment of 
£50 with foe December pension. And 
ahappy Christmas to the lot of you. 



*IYn sony'- when you saM 
Diageo. I thought you were jokmg” 


9'IHAVE news for aR those commut¬ 
ers who wonder why the train service 
imo Waterloo is so poor. It is run by a 
Romanian mobile phone company. 
Romania.! am amazed to /earn, now 
furs two mobile phone operators, so 
presumably at least two mobile 
phones-Theyare called Conner and 
Dialog. But aren'.t these names 
somewhat familiar? Connex is. a 
privatised rail operator with a lousy 
reputation, and Dialog isDanWag- 
nefs MAID, now it is merged.witk 
. Knight Ridder. ' 

"* The awful, possibility dawns that 
“ those overpaid corporate identity 
specialists have run out of new.com- 
pany names and are having to recy¬ 
cle old ones. There is a world name 
shortage. And there are two hew Ro¬ 
manian mobilephone licences about 
to be awarded, once two more mobile 
phones have arrived. One of which 
they will probably call Diageo. 



both the consumer and retail sectors" 
to foe Halifax. One hopes both will 
survive the inevitable culture shock 


Korea-enhanring 

A VOTE of confidence in foe City as a 
world financial oentre from a fast¬ 
growing international bank and a 
country that is a huge source of in¬ 
ward investment into the UK. reports 

the Corporation of London. The 
bank's representative office here is 
being upgraded to a branch, and the 
official opening is tomorrow. Not the 
best of timing, perhaps for foe Hous¬ 
ing and Commercial Bank of Korea. 


many things, from punk rock to her 
choice of transparent clothes when 
meeting royalty. On Tuesday night 
her garb was relatively restrained — 
a formal frock set off with dinky gold 
bootees — as she collected the Export 
Times award for Outstanding Export 
Achievement. As her competitors 
ranged from Guinness Brewing id a 
company that specialises in killing 
pests in Egypt—that’s what they said 
— she seemed a surprise winner. But 
I'm told that her fashion designs sell 
around foe world and that she uses 
British fabrics, so who am I to com¬ 
ment on what she does with them? 

Martin Waller 


Chicken run 

FLIPP1N’ ’eck. what’s this from 
t’Hafifax? Yes, I know assumed re¬ 
gional accents are a cheap laugh, but 
foe Halifax has so long prided itself 
on its down-to-earth image and local 
roots that I am surprised to ieam of 
its new general manager, marketing. 
(We will tiptoe gentiy around foe 
question of whether the Halifax 
needs something called a general 
manager, marketing.) Philip Hanson 
is managing director for Europe at 
Tricon -restaurants, until October 
part.of Pepsico, as in Pepsi Cola. 
Which means he used to run Pizza 
Huts and Kentucky Fried Chickens. 
Now he will bring his “experience of 


9 HARD to believe he needs the 
money . but Ian Schrager. the man 
who survived Studio 54 and jail on 
tax ewsion charges to become the 
hippest hotelier of the 1990s, is tout¬ 
ing his two-month-old daughter Am 
Louis as a child model A glossy bro¬ 
chure reaches me. “Hair: dark brown 
(like mother's),'' it says. Mother is for¬ 
mer ballet dancer Rita Norona — 
oh. land of opportunity where you 
can be a ballet dancer and be called 
Rita! - Disposition: angelic. Special 
conditions: no nudity and no speak¬ 
ing or walking parts.” 


Westwood ho 

WOMEN’S fashion is a dosed book 
to me. but I do know that Vivienne 
Westwood has achieved renown for 



Confessions of 
a short-termist 

Graham Seaijeant queries the 
Chancellor’s call for virtue 


T he shame of it. Accord¬ 
ing to Gordon Brown 
"we must all be long- 
termists now". If only it were 
true. The trouble is that those 
who took foe long view from 
the 1970s to the 1990s have 
long since been driven out of 
business. Those who survived 
have been forced to deave to a 
less intellectually appealing 
but more pragmatic line. Most 
of British business is now run 
fay people who learnt the hard 
way. It wfll take more than 
soundbites from foe Chancel¬ 
lor and his entourage to 
change hearts and minds. 

Being a long-termist was 
never easy. You had that cosy 
feeling of virtue but in the City, 
at least, you were marked out 
as a wet, long before 
Margarett Thatcher’s spin 
doctors thought of foe term. 
When people were making 
money out of asset-stripping, 
only killjoys complained that 
this ate away at the economy’s 
capacity to grow. When take¬ 
over kings created cash and 
cut oosts, it seemed churlish to 
complain that research, long¬ 
term investments and costly' 
expansion into new markets 
were being sacrificed. 

Some of us dung to this 
virtuous view, pointing to foe 
difference between Anglo-Sax¬ 
on and Asian or continental 
ways. But we had to admit that 
those who looked after today 
would more likely prosper 
tomorrow. Starting in enlight¬ 
enment, we saw the darkness. 

The ghost of Lord Keynes 
had something to do with H. 
His famous put-down, insist¬ 
ing that “in foe long term we 
are all dead", was pan of a 
theoretical debate. Classical 
economists insisted that 
slumps or shocks were detours 
on the road to long-run equi¬ 
librium, where adjustments in 
wages ensure jobs for all and 
interest rates would equate 
savings with foe returns to be 
earned from investment The 


long run, as Lord Keynes 
showed, had no relevance to 
foe actual decisions facing 
entre p reneurs and consumers. 

Long-term equilibrium is 
never reached because of 
events, dear boy, events. That 
is seared on managers' minds 
by recessions, notably in 1974. 
1981 and 199042. 

lei’s greatest long-term 
planner reached the chair just 
as the early 1980s slump 
submerged manufacturing in 
short-term emergency. A de¬ 
cade later, one top insolvency 
practitioner told companies to 
focus on survival even if that 
meant wrecking long-term 
prospects. It was great advice. 
Why have a great future if you 
go bust next week. Many of the 
greatest long-term property 
developments, from olden 
times to Canary Wharf, have 
ruined their promoters 
because short-term changes in 
interest rates and property 
values got in the way. 

Financial markets are be¬ 
coming ever more short-term 
and who is to say they are 
wrong. The trend of investors, 
managers and even utility 
regulators is to join them 
rather than try to beat them. 
Groups that saddle them¬ 
selves with long-term over¬ 
heads are likely to be 
outsmarted in the short-term 
and bought by those who care 
first for cash flow. 

Short-term values have been 
driven by uncertainty. Gordon 
Brown is right to offer busi¬ 
ness foe greatest possible in¬ 
centive to long-term vision: a 
stable economic environment 
of continuous growth, low 
inflation and relatively stable 
interest rates. That is his 
motive for joining the euro. 

Those who have become 
short-term!sts by experience 
will still take some convincing. 
The new long-termist anti- 
inflationary world order stflJ 
seems to have no answer to foe 
short-term shock of recession. 


Westw ood: headed off challenge 
from a pest killer and Guinness 


SHORT TERM 
MANAGEMENT 

M? 




e ha ve the soluti 

# y 

If your company is faced with the eh 
of a corporate martjar or {feposat'an^*' 
underperforming subsufiary, the upgrading of 
information systems, an orpapsatiDnai 
change, entry inter newjPUwBts - in fact any 
major project jequjpoji additional specialist 
^^andijfement skite, will you have 
>C^jmediatB access to the right 
person to lead fire team? 

PA interim Managers cover every 
senior management need. All are 
highly experienced individuals 
available within days to take full 
executive responsibility for an 
assignment from planning 
through to implementation. In 
short, *to parachute in and hit the 
ground running’. 

For fall details & brochure caB 0171730 9006 
or write to RA Consulting Group, 

Interim Management 
123 Buckingham Palace Rd, 
London SW1W9SR 
Or fax B171333 6198 

¥>A Consulting 
MOCm. Group 

Creating Business Advantage 
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The Guinness Affair 


Cast waits on reviews of the DTI report 


THIS morning toe Department of Trade and Industry report into 

XSET *5 morethwiTdecade 

ner police were first called into investigate one of file most spectac- 

cit y ta. Those who figurein it have 

already had the chance to read what the Government inspectors 
to* 3 * brings the first opportunity for others to read 
me account of what really took place as Guinness, led by Ernest 
Saunders, the chief executive, struggled to win the prize of the 
Uistfllere Company. The cast list is a long one. Here we introduce 
some of the people who are likely to feature in the report Some of 
them are at the top of file City pyramid, others have changed direo 
non. All wifi be waiting to learn the reaction of today’s more doseJy 
regulated City to those .events of ten years ago. and their part in 
them. Reports by Jason Nissd. Martin WaBerand Anne Ashworth, 


LORD ROTHSCHILD j 


LORD ROTHSCHILD, 61, was 
running J Rothschild Holdings 
in 1936. which bought E25 mil¬ 
lion of Guinness shares at a 
critical rime in the Distillers 
bid. Today he is best known as 
chairman of the National Heri¬ 
tage Memorial Fund. This year 
has seen the death of two of his 
closest friends. Diana, Princess 
of Wales, and Sir James Gold¬ 
smith. In 1989, with Sir James. 
Lord Rothschild mounted an 
unsuccessful bid for BAT, the 
tobacco group. Just nine years 
earlier, he had broken away 
from NM Rothschild, the fam¬ 
ily bank, after a bitter feud with 
his cousin Evelyn. The other 
principal events in Lord Roth¬ 
schild's varied career include 
the establishment in 199! of J 
Rothschild Assurance- (IRA), 
the tifeoffice, run by Sir Mark 
Weinberg and Michael Wilson. 
This year. Prudential spent £40 
million increasing its stake in St 
James* Place Capital (SJFCJ the 
life assurance group that owns 
JRA. Lord Rothschild is now 
the group's president. Careful 
of the prestige of his family 
name, Lard Rothschild inserted 
a clause in the SJFC contract 
ensuring that “J Rothschild" 
could be removed from IRA’s 
name, if it were necessary fo 
protect the dan's reputation. 

| DAVID MAYHEW j 

IF PARNES, Saunders and 
others have claimed to have 
been broken by their involve¬ 
ment in the Saunders affair, 
David Mayhew has emerged 
unscathed. He remains a senior 
partner at Cazenove & Co, the 
stockbroker that advised Guin¬ 
ness during the Distillers take¬ 
over and stood loyally by its. 

the extent 01 paying more than' 


£2 million in legal foes. Caze¬ 
nove is famed as the Queens 
stockbroker, and Mayhew re- 
. mains at the heart of the.Chy 
- establishment. Cazenove even 
issued a statement confirming 
its support for him. An Old 
Etonian. Mayhew joined the 
stockbroker Panmure Gordon 
almost four decades ago and 
became a partner of Cazenove 
in 1969. In 1992 the third 
Guinness trial., in which he 
was charged on two counts 
under the 1985 Companies Act 
and one for baud, collapsed 
when the Serious Fraud Office 
dropped all charges after the 
defence put forward fresh evi¬ 
dence. This was never re¬ 
vealed, but the SFO said it 
meant evidence in the case as a 
whole was not sufficient to 
provide a “realistic prospect" 
of a conviction, and Mayhew 
was formally acquitted. 






Mayhew; un scathed Rothschild: £25m buy Saunders: full recovery 





OLfVTER ROUX was the fi¬ 
nance director of Guinness 
whose evidence in the trial 
helped to convict Ernest Saun¬ 
ders. his former boss, as well as 
Anthony Fames, Gerald Ron- 
son and Jack Lyons. The Mar¬ 
seilles-born management con¬ 
sultant from Bain & Co was 35 
when he was brought in by 
Saunders to help to deal with 
the rapid growth of Guinness, 
which had just taken over Beils 
in an aggressive deal when it 
made the bid for Distillers. 
Roux was central to the share 
support operation and detailed 
it in evidence in the Guinness 
trial. Though he denied bong 
given immunity, Roux was 
never proscecuted for his role 
in file scandal. Alter leaving 
Guinness, he became a consul¬ 
tant for Talisman Manage- 

S t, the firm set up byJRicfc 
Jag and David Hoare, two'- 
ier 'Bain colleagues who 


Parties: “The animal” 

also advised Guinness. Talis¬ 
man has been involved in a 
series of high-profile deals, 
most recently at Laura Ashley, 
where Hoare has become chief 
executive. It also backed the 
management buyout of Cope 
Allman, the packaging group, 
whose former finance director. 
Philip Yea. last year became 
finance director of Guinness. 


SEVERAL of the Guinness pro¬ 
tagonists have bounced back 
spectacularly, in career terms. 
But none can match the extra¬ 
ordinary medical recovery 
achieved by Ernest Saunders. 
In 1990 he was jailed for five 
years for fraud. A year later the 
Court of Appeal heard from a 
respected neurologist that the 
. master salesman was suffering 
from. pre-senDe dementia, and 
he was released a few weeks 
. later.having served fen months.. 
A grey'faced,' Shamblingfigure,' 


Spens: penniless claim ' Seefig: mentally unfit 

Saunders was in court to hear - 
that his brain was abnormally 

small for a man still only in ~ ■ ~ - - 

his mid-50s. Today Saunders 
is in demand as a consultant to HEAD of corporate finance at 
a number of businesses such Henry Ansbacher, Guinness's 
as Carphone Warehouse. He merchant bank, at the time of 
has a house and office in the Distillers bid. Lord 5pens 
southwest London and a coun- was forced to give up the job by 
try home in Sussex. He has the Bank of England, which 

even toyed with the 1990s has carte blanche over who 

fashion accessory for tire sue- can serve in banking circles, 

cessful executive, a football He has since devoted his 

team, having made an unsuc- energies towards campajgn- 
cessful consortium bid for mg on a variety of subjects in 
Queen’s Park Rangers. At tire the House of Lords and to- 
end of last year his case at the wards clearing his name and 
European Court of Human extracting due recompense 
Rights succeeded. Saunders from the Bank. He has spoken 
had claimed that Department of the “degree of malevolence" 
of Trade and Industry inspeo- shown -by the prosecuting 
tors breached his right to si- authorities towards the vari- 
lence by forcing him to answer ous Guinness defendants. In 
their inquiries on the Distill- 1992 the second Guinness trial 
ers takeover. His next action was formally halted without a 
will be against the Govern- verdict because ofthe illness of 
merit for damages and a dec- Roger Seriig, hit charges 
laration of his innocence. Sac- againstj$p&£*Tfis- co-defen- 
cess would ^be' the ultimate . dari^^fe7M|jfracy and false 
come-back for the nan once accoim^ K ^y OTdered to lie 
known as ^TJeacflyErhesr.*■“' on tewrafwn' a High 


Roux: no prosecution 

Court battle for a formal 
aoquittal nine months later. 
But he was not awarded the 
£365.000 in legal costs he 
incurred before being award¬ 
ed legal aid and daimed he 
was left penniless — he was 
even forced to sell his stamp 
collection. His case for dam¬ 
ages against the Bank 
continues. 


ROGER SEELIG was not sup¬ 
posed to be Guinness’s adviser 
at Morgan Grenfell. But the 
high-flying merchant bank was 
so busy in 1986. that he was 
drafted in to lead the team. See- 
lig was considered to be one of 
the City's leading corporate 
financiers and with George 
Magan had established Mor¬ 
gan Grenfell’s reputation as the 
place to go if you wanted to 
make an aggressive bid. Head- 
vised die fixes of Habitat, Uni¬ 
ted Biscuits, Dixons. Virgin and 


Ronson: “I was stupid” 

Burton. When charged with 12 
offences, his £500,000 b^fl was 
funded by Sir Terence Conran 
arid Paul Hamlyn, of Octopus 
books. Seelig defended him¬ 
self. breaking down and being 
declared mentally unfit to 
cany on. Since then; Seelig 
has continued a modest career 
as an adviser to companies. 
The Guinness scandal 
claimed the jobs of three sen¬ 
ior .. executives at Morgan 
Grenfell, hitting tile reput¬ 
ation of the bank which, weak¬ 
ened by an expensive move 
into securities trading, was 
taken over by Deutsche Bank. 


THE GUINNESS affair cost 
Anthony Parries a. two-year 


when negotiating a 
his ability t« 

into two or more tdephonj^ 
simultaneously. Thr* ngj* 

him one of the Cily* 

stockbrokers bur «"■*"« , 
have served him well n ^orrf. 

where he was bffliwt «P tyjj 
inmate for hosptnp 
phone. Before his stay mRw. ■ 
he spent six months ^ 

Los Angeles fighting w *™*-.■■ 
non before agreeing 1to nrlUM- 
of his own volition. His rolejJ> 
the events of *****}!&£ 

Guinness shares on 
Gerald Ronson and Jack LJv- 
ons. He was expelled b> , 
Stock Exchange. After the .• 
of his £10 million fortunu.. 
Pames sold his Hampstead’, 
home and his marriage nroag.* 
up. His ex-wife, Denise, is tne*; 
sister of Gerald Rattier, 
mer head of the eponymotw>; 
jewelleiy empire. He was.-, 
linked with Rntner again 
1996, when the latter mod ttty 
buy back part of his empires./. * 

Igerald ro nson 

IN THE 1980s Gerald Ronsort“. 
was described by Sir 
Quinton, then chairman PL t '. 
Barclays Bank, as the court*/ 
try's finest businessman. A* 
couple of yearn later he was 
j ail and shortly after that Ms' \ 
Heron property empire ofjls- 
lapsed under the weight &/. 
massive debts and speculative £ 
investment in Arizonian s»V>' 
mgs and loan organisatioiu/. 
Ronson built his businee^V- 
from a small chain of petrpfV 
stations to one of foe mojfr-V 
influential property com-S* 
ponies in Britain and Spant/< 
He enjoyed his wealth. 
around in a white Bender; 
marrying Gail Cohen, the/- 
model, and naming his yacht.* 
My Gail, after her. He kept/ 
Heron private, but actively '; 
traded in the stock market;} 
usually though his friend AiV-f 
thony Pames. When Pnmetrv 
asked him to join die shared 
support operation, Ronsflij*c£ 
took heart from the fact that* s - 
the crime at the City establish/ 
men! — Morgan Grenfid£*y 
Cazenove and Freshfieids *9v*‘ 
were advising tiie compoity&£ 
When he was jailed for a yeoV 
and fined £5 million he men^K. 
said; **l was stupid." Releaswre 
from jail, he attempted to sawg 
Ms Heron empire and, whegS 
he-could not, h^jed 
buy controL again, which 
■“'ceeafeSTn doing so (iSfyeari^E 



How to serve tomorrow’s world I The same nettles still 

SSSSSc need to be grasped 


Ed Smith on the fight to maintain 
UK accountancy’s global leadership 


T he UK accountancy pro¬ 
fession is the envy of 
many developed and de¬ 
veloping countries. lr remains 
a liighly attractive option as a 
route into global and national 
business for the brightest and 
best from our universities, 
and. as evidenced by current 
shortages in the major firms, 
there is huge demand to 
recruit people from the Big Six 
firms and the profession as a 
whole. The reason is that UK 
accountants are extremely 
good at what they do and 
have, over many years, 
worked hard to respond to 
changing markets ano share¬ 
holders’ demands. 

However, there is a stark 
choice ahead. Unless the pro¬ 
fession. and in particular the 
big. global players, increase 
the pace of supporting clients' 
changing markets and de¬ 
mands for new services and 
enhanced skills, the value of 
our profession is in danger of 
slipping. The leadership and 
respect oh the world stage that 
we hare worked so hard to 
achieve could be lost for ever. 

Why might this happen? 
Quite simply, the new de¬ 
mands of the market for our 
services and for top people are 
changing. To meet these 
changes we need to invest, 
invest and invest. If we do not. 
our business will atrophy and 
lose relevance. 

Every day we read about the 
inexorable globalisation of 
trade and the consolidation of 


industry. As a result, we see 
demands from investors and 
management for greater as¬ 
surance on the data they use 
and on the underlying man¬ 
agement of risk in organ¬ 
isations. It is co us that they 
turn to meet these needs. 

Much of tiie growth over the 
next 2D years in this global 
assurance market will come in 
the developing economies of 
Asia as the demand for capital 
and consequential investor 
protection explodes in the new 
millennium. Who will create 
the professions in these new 
economies if it is not those who 
run strong professions today? 
Who built the professions as 
Eastern Europe opened up in 
the first half of the 1990s? We 
did. of course, ably supported 
by local nationals. 

Shareholders and manage¬ 
ment have already benefited 
from the assurance that thty 
get on the stewardship of their 
investments. We had to be 
there almost before our dienes 
— ready to meet their needs. If 
we had been constrained in our 
investment capability (and the 
cost was modest when set 
against the needs of markets at 
the future), investors' and man¬ 
agement's risks would have 
been higher, potentially chang¬ 
ing their cast of capital or risk- 
adjusted investment appraisal. 
U should be inconceivable to 
shareholders, other investors 
and management that strong 
professions in assurance are 
not created in these new mar- 



Ed Smith says investment is vital to meet new demands 


kers — but that can only 
happen with our ability to 
finance expansion and create 
the critical mass of resource to 
respond at the required level of 
skill and quality. 

Closer to home is the rapid 
emergence of new business 
paradigms, such as electronic 
commerce. Do stakeholders 
and management understand 
the risks in tins new trading 
environment and in the new 
investor information that is be¬ 
ing created? Are these risks, if 
understood, bong controlled? 


What assurance is there? In 
Coopers & Lybrand alone, we 
are talking of investments of 
$200 million to $400 million to 
research, develop and imple¬ 
ment assurance services on a 
global scale in some of these 
new areas. 

With our core competencies 
of analysis, business and risk 
control design and review, 
backed up by expert judgment 
and independence from the 
transaction/ information 
flows, we are very well placed 
to provide the markets with 


grove 



merger mania 
accountancy firms 
nee of this month 
ndersen has been 
ten. To emphasise 
:ed argument that 
a disaster and only 
vth produces suc- 
nt has decided to 
re the occasion by 
is. Under the aus- 
Wbodiand Trust it 


in Bird well Wood near Barns¬ 
ley. The trees, which represent 
the number of current and 
retired U K partners, will form 
Arthur Andersen Grove. Jokes 
about partners nut being able 
to see the wood for the trees 
are not welcome.. 

Nice litfle runner 

THE latest report from die 
English ICA's technical direc¬ 


torate is a colourful and im¬ 
pressive publication. But in¬ 
stitute insiders find the cover 
illustration significant. Under 
the banner "Making the Run¬ 
ning” it depicts an athlete 
striding out with determ¬ 
ination. Surely there can be no 
connection to the fact that Gra¬ 
ham Ward of Price Water- 
house. the technical director¬ 
ate's chairman, is letting it be 
known he is a front-runner for 


the forthcoming elections for 
vice-president 

Revenue dummies 

FINANCIAL advisers at Nor¬ 
ton Partners, near Bristol have 
come up with a selfessessraent 
tale that may bring a smile to 
the face of the Inland Revenue 
but is likely to cause chaos for 
taxpayers. It seems that some 
taxpayers may have received 


whar they want Our speed of 
doing so depends an our 
investment capability and the 
return on that investment, A 
loss of timely response will 
expose investors and manage¬ 
ment to higher risk. 

And so to tomorrow's bust- 
ness leaders at home and play¬ 
ing our part oh the global 
stage. The accountancy profes¬ 
sion will be attractive to the 
brightest and best only if it 
plays on an equal footing with 
other global organisations. If 
it provides the intellectual 
stimulus and a broad range of 
experience, and if it allows the 
development of CVs that am¬ 
bitious young people regard as 
a necessary and integral com¬ 
ponent of employment 

We must be positioned to 
respond to the challenges 
about die future value of our 
qualification. We have creat¬ 
ed. through our focus on tire 
development of a leading pro¬ 
fession and excellent work¬ 
place experiences, tire cadre of 
potential business leaders en- 1 
joyed not just by UK business- I 
es bur by many parts of tire , 
world. We will continue to do I 
so only so long as the profes¬ 
sion, led by the global firms, 
invests in new ideas, new 
markets and new skills. 

• We must compete successful¬ 
ly in the markets of the future 
and maintain the leadership of 
the UK profession on the world 
stage, lake many of the invest¬ 
ments made by large sections 
of UK business, education and 
government, there is too much 
ar stake to faiL 

The author is Head of Busi¬ 
ness Assurance Strategy at 
Coopers & Lybrand 


up to three tax returns. What 
most people would do is fill 
one out and chuck the others 
away. As Norton Partners 
makes dear in its latest news¬ 
letter "If you destroy the extra 
returns without notifying the 
Inland Revenue that it is a du¬ 
plicate, you will receive a pen¬ 
alty notice shortly after Janu¬ 
ary 31, 1998." Fines start at 
£100. The old scam of dummy 
employees has been replaced 
with dummy taxpayers. And 
this time the Revenue wins. 


OVER the past week all 112,000 members of 
the UK’s premier accountancy body, the 
English ICA. wffl have received a letter from 
the president entitled “Forging a New 
Partnership with Members'*. It is the 
ooundl's response to the report that it 
commissioned last year from Peter Gerrard. 
the well-known lawyer. 

Consider this: “Our vision of the form 
which the institute should take overtbe next 
20 years is based on changes in’ structure 
and changes in style. First and foremost we 
see an overriding need not simply to 
maintain die technical excellence of the 
institute but to ensure its relevance- to 
members whether in practice or in Industry. 

“We also see a-need for a structure which 
dearly recognises • that members have 
sectional interests derived from the work 
which they do. as weil as one that provides a 
framework for debate about both profes¬ 
sional and technical issues-" 

That, by and large, fa what the letter seat 
out to members says. But the 
section that I have just _ ^ 

quoted does not come from -. ^JSGM 

it Instead, it comes from the. 
chairman's foreword to what MTla 

was known as the Worsley . Jw A " 
report. It, too. examined the wesm*. 
governance of the institute 
and made recommenda- 
dons. But it was published in 

- Nothing, it seems, has - " 

really changed. The press 
briefing or tire new response 
was quite remarkable. It was 
extremely difficult to pin 
down anything that was 

different from what has ah _ 

ways happened at toe insti- T?r\r 

tute. Chris Laine, the JxUx 

president, even opened by BRl 

saying that the response was - 

“about style and culture as 
much as it is about physical structure”, which 
is more or less exactly what Jock Worsley was 
saying some dozen or so years ago. 

None of the.obvious changes have been 
(added. Gerrand reflected the view that 
having a council of some 93 members was 
less than effective: But no action to reduce the 
number is proposed. 

In fact, the response simply accepts that the 
council fa a shambles, but there fa nothing, 
given the different interests involved, that 
can be done. “Once a body increases beyond 
a relatively, small size, the number of its 
members becomes irrelevant," says the 


Robert 

Bruce 


If you take that to its logical conclusion, 
then there fa no reason why all of the 
institute's 112,000 members should not be on 


Robert Bruce 


the council. Meetings would haw to be held ' change. 


m Hyde Park or the Albert Hall; and to be v 
perfectly honest would be just as effective as^j 
the current meetings are. as well as much ' 1 
more fun. * 

The only other discernible changes are 
equally negligible. There is a proposal that- 
the president should no longer chair council 
meetings on the grounds (hat in some cases It 
would be less than accountable to have the 
president chairing both the executive and the 
counal. An “impartial” chairman — drawn 
from the council — is proposed. This 
impartial chairman would be expected to act- 
much as the Speaker does in the House off] 
Commons. 4 

The idea of having a director-general is*j 
once again kicked into touch. Instead of the * 1 
current secretary and chief executive roles, it*! 
is proposed to create a "new post of secretary^- 
generaT. . . «>; 

But the Gerrard proposals that such at 1 
person should have considerable powers and ^ 
the ability to set the agenda in the public eye' 
are spurned. “We do notV 
. believe that the secretary-^ 

general .should be response / 
ble for external public*' 
relations and relations with!* 
^ members as envisaged by£, 

■? Gerrard,’’ says the response. 

b j "That is a job for toe pTesi-l 1 ! 

denL But tfie secretary-gen-} 
Nl ] - era! would have particular* 

responsibility for maintain-?, 
. tng contact with Govern-?' 
moit and other professional "' 
bodies -j 
* Although it is not obvious. 7 

toe idea fa that toe new post 
would change to what was * 

-—?- described as "a more com-! 

ppT merrial focus”, while the’’' 

office holders did more of r 
rCE foe work of liaison with ' 

members. i 

This seems unlikely. Asv 
tbe outside world gets busier, presidents? 
already have much less time for even the^ 
priority jobs, let alone pressing the flesh mi 
what they see as the farther-flung counties of 
England and Wales- But members should * 
not be downcast And nor should they start to 1 
stockpile the rotten fruit just in ease their*; 
president comes riding by. 

As the similarity with the Worsley report 
shows, the grip on what needs to change is* 
there It fa just that implementation is often' 
extremely difficult. But the current triumvi- ’ 
rate tf office-holders has shown distinct signs-- 
of being able to grasp the odd nettle quite- 
firmly. If anything, the fact that the response 
to Gerrard faWand gives them a great deal of-' 
room for manoeuvre as they seek to tighten^ 
up the organisation and implement effective ' 



















































business needs expert advice end information. At Business link, we offer the widest range of business servi 
and you !i find were more then familiar with the needs of businesses like yours. To contact the Business L 
es your area, just cal! us on 0345 ^67 ;o5 or visit us at www,busines$!mk.co,uk ft s where you ao from h 


BUSINESS 

LINK 


My business is 
profitable, 
but could we 
earn more? 


My turnover’s 
healthy, 
but could we 
sell more? 


My staff are 
efficient, 

but could they v 
do more? 


YOUR BUSINESS HAS COME 

A LONG WAY. 

SO WHERE DO YOU GO 
FROM HERE? 
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ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE' 


BANKS 


TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes pface five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
Ihc previous day's dose,' but adjustments, arc made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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Portfolio 

£!,000.to be won 

Check the numbers on your 
Portfolio card and And your 
eight stocks in ihc Portfolio 
panel below, In ihc column 
provided next In your eight 
shares enter the share move¬ 
ments as published on this 
page. Ignore fractions, k* enter 
16b as 16 (the symbol - means 
no change). After listing ihc 
price changes uf your eight 
shares, add nr- sutunici as 
appropriate to find your total 
which can' be phis or minus. Jf 
your overall total matches 
exactly the points required for 
the daily dividend you win or 
share die £1.000 daily prize. 
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Portfolio 

C Times Nrwvpapers limited 

DAiLY DIVIDEND 

+ 48 

Claims requited for* 48 pis 
Claimants should ring 
0171-481 3388 
between 9.30am-3pm 


Weekly Dividend 

nea» make a note dr your daily i orals 
ta nuuch the weekly divide ltd 
published In i«e Sunday Times io win 

ts.ooa 


Man Tue Wed I Thu Frl Sai Sun 


There was one winner of the tU»o 
prize yesienl^y: M Shari. Birgley. 
Wesi Yorkshire. 
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London’s pride 




has been 


hand-me-down 


% 


Geoff Brown on a 1997 London Film Festival that promised 


much but delivered little for the struggling cinema professional 


R ank the following options 
in order of importance to 
you. The London film 
Festival is important 
because: I) it shows British films; 2) 
it shows previews of new big- 
budget Hollywood films; 3) it 
shows films from all over the 
world; 4) there are actors and film¬ 
makers present: 5) it shows films 
that may never be seen again in this 
country. 

The words come from a question¬ 
naire available to audiences at the 
festival, organised by the British 
film Institute, which ended on 
Sunday. How good a timeyou had 
at the event partly depended on 
your priorities. Previews of new 
big-budget Hollywood films?There 
were none on display: there rarely 
are. Instead there was a range of 
low-to-middle-budget offerings, 
some impressive [Affliction . The 
Ice Storm, Afterglow), a few quite 
awful ( Incognito . which must have . 
been booked sight unseen). 

British films? They were here, 
although the selection generated 
none of the excitement you might . 
expect in the year of the lottery 
boom. The cream had been seen at 
Edinburgh and Venice; the most 
striking entry. Carine Adler's edgy, 
grief-stricken Under the Sian, is 
now playing commercially (and 
reviewed on the faring page). 

Films that may disappear from 
sight? Here there were numerous 
pickings, from India. Pakistan. 
Spain, Africa. Japan, Korea. China 
and Taiwan, as well as places 
closer to home. Happy audiences 
took the chance to see Prakash 
Jha’s The Death Sentence, an 
intriguing hybrid (half commercial, 
half arty) that banged the drum for 
women’s rights. Some fell under 
the spell of Bruno Dumont's dis¬ 
passionate study of aimless rural 
life. La Vie deJAsus. Some cheered 
the Tarantino-esque gambols of 
Graham Guifs Shooting Stars (if it 
were a football game the result 
would be Style 5. Content 0). Others 
attempted Godard's For Ever Mo¬ 
zart (Pretension 5, Achievement 1). 


None of these films is guaranteed 
commercial showings in Britain: 
even if they were, they would be 
gone in the blink of an eye. 

Other festival offerings will 
emerge again. February sees the 
release of The Woodlanders, al¬ 
though 1 fear what Thomas Har¬ 
dy'S novel will do to audiences in 
the depths of winter. At first Phil 
Agland’s film, written by David 
Rudkin, behaves like a Monty 
Python sketch, cluttered with rus¬ 
tics in the greenwood. But it soon 
thins out and offers a performance 
from Emily Woof so strong and 
affecting that her mismatched mar¬ 
riage to a dashing doctor becomes a 
matter for our tears. Overall, 
A gland makes Hardys Wessex 
seem as remote and strange as the 
places he visited for his TV docu¬ 
mentaries on Africa and China. 

Further ahead, there will be 
chances to revisit Gregg Araki's 
Nowhere, a crazy carnival of teen¬ 
age angst and pop culture set in Los 
Angeles. Language and action are 
equally colourful, although as 
James Duval, Rachel True and the 
young cast race around acting 
alienated and libidinous, one 
yearns for Araki to cook something 
more substantial than hip fast food. 

Some festival films gave you that 
d6ja vu experience. Henry Jagiom 
actually called his Dijd Vu. Two 
married people meet in Europe by 
chance and feet their destinies 
linked: one is Victoria Foyt 
(Jaglom’s muse and co-writer), the 
other is Stephen Dillane- Awk¬ 
wardness and unfruitful whimsy 
beset many scenes. But then, 
suddenly. Jagiom will produce a 
linger, tart comedy with Anna 
Massey and Noel Harrison argu¬ 
ing in bed; a moving exchange 
between Vanessa Redgrave and her 
mother. Rachel Kempson; a scene 
between Foyt and Dillane that cuts 
through the situation’s triteness to 
find naked truths. If Jagiom"s 
unevenness is the price we must 
pay for his dedication to 
documenting real feelings, it is 
worth paying. 


As in past years, the festival gave 
space to film restorations from the 
world's archives. The most spectac¬ 
ular was Michel Strogoff, with 
Ivan Mosjoukine, a spectacular 
showcase for the Russian emigres 
working in finance during the 
1920s. The most scary was 
Nosferatu, this year's presentation 
by Photoplay Productions and 
Channel 4, which surrounded 
Mumau's haunting images of a 
spindly Dracula, cutting his teeth 
on the best necks around, with a 
rousing score by the Hammer 
veteran James Bernard. 

By and large, festival audiences 
probably had a better time than 
journalists and delegates. Some of 
our grievances — a poor support 
system, a fee charged for a festival 
catalogue previously supplied free 
— will be of tittie interest. Bur 
others involve issues fundamental 
to the festival’s health. London^ 
festival has always been cursed by 
having no large central meeting- 
place for press, industry and film¬ 
makers. This year's solution, a few 
poky rooms at the Groudio Club, 
was the worst yet. 


F ilm people attending a festi¬ 
val. much more than crit¬ 
ics. need to feel cherished: 
this year the administra¬ 
tion went overboard eating up 
money, courting glamorous public¬ 
ity by shining a spotlight on the 
talent and films that needed no 
promoting, casting the rest into 
darkness. American Express, the 
festival's main sponsors, must have 
been very pleased. But h is hard to 
see any struggling young director, 
or the demoralised and overworked 
staff at the British Film Institute, 
smiling alongside. 

All in all. this year’s edition can 
only further stimulate arguments 
over the festival’s future, and 
strengthen the hand of Sheila 
Whitaker and others calling for a 
new event with a competitive 
element, organised outside the 
BFTS orbit Fill in your question¬ 
naires carefully. 
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Soon at a screen near you. Cal MacAnindb and the superlative Jfonijy Woof in theThomas Hardy adaptatkm Tfre Woodlanders 


FROM THE DIRECTOR OF “LEAVING LAS VEGAS” 
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AN OSCAR CONTENDER”™, 


WESLEY SNIPES • NASTASSJA KINSKI • KYLE IVIacLACHLAN 


MING-NA WEN and ROBERT DOWNEY jr 


One Night Stand 

A MIKE FIGGIS FILM 


AT CINEMAS NATIONWIDE TOMORROW 


NEW ON VIDEO: Insects and violence; Woody Allen on song; having a laugh with the junkies 


■ MICROCOSMOS 
Fax Guild, U, 1996 
BIOLOGISTS turned film¬ 
makers Claude Nurisdany 
and Marie Pferennou take 
their cameras right up dose to 
the insect world, where dung 
beetles, dragonflies, snails, 
moths, caterpillars, bees and 
die bizarre argyronet spider 
do what comes naturally in a 
meadow in the south of 
France. There is no narration, 
the anthropomorphic exc es ses 
of- Disney’s live-action docu¬ 
mentaries are avoided, and 
you cannot beat the commer¬ 
cial ingredients (sex. violence). 
If the cast were human, the 
film might even be banned. A 
rental release. 


neuroses of upscale New 
Yorkers, set to the sounds of a 
Thirties Hollywood musical. 
But instead of Fred and 
Ginger, we get Drew Barry¬ 
more and Edward Norton, 
whose romance is imperilled 
by family quirky and the 
arrival of a paroled prisoner. 
Allen'S cast also indudes Julia 
Roberts. Goldie Hawn and 
himself: not everyone can sing 
weU. or manage fancy foot¬ 
work, but they deserve A for 
effort. Available to rent 


necticut, to top radio anarchist 
in New York. Stem crashes 
through the taste barrier: he 
talks endlessly about sexual 
exploits, and offers cheerful 
insults across the social spec¬ 
trum. On film, at least, his lust 
for work and play is endear¬ 
ing, and it’s always bracing to 
watch the battle between a 
maverick and the Establish¬ 
ment. A rental release. 


Vondie Curtis Hall dearly 
suffers from fiist-filin, nerves. 
But lie knows hciw to control 
his cast You sense a real 
rapport between Tim Roth 
and die late Tupac. Shakur as 
they wait and curse: in dingy 
offices, or inflict stab'wounds 
in order to land in hospital. 
Against the odds, this mpvje is 
sharp, funny and likeable. 
Available to rent 


indestructible killer, in the' 
Hallowe’en mask who taunts fo 
down the phone, haunts t 
patio, and penetrates every 
door and window. Neve 
Campbell heads the list of, •; 
potential victims in die best - 
horror movie in ages. Avail- r ^ 
able to rent 


U EVERYONE SAYS 
I LOVE YOU 
Buena Vista, 12.1996 
THEY say it in song, too, in 
Woody Allen'S mostly beguil¬ 
ing, toe-tapping comedy ro¬ 
mance about the modem 


■ PRIVATE PARTS 
Entertainment, 18,1996 
HOWARD Stem, America’s 
outspoken talk-show host 
plays himself in this slim but 
engaging comedy chronicling 
his progress from awkward 
disc jockey in Hartford, Con- 


■ GRID LOCK'D 
PolyGram. 18,1996 
AT FIRST sight this seems 
your ordinary tale erf urban 
hell, of splattered heads and 
souls snuffed out Then the 
penny drops. Irs a comedy, 
about two druggies struggling 
to fulfil a hasty new year’s 
resolution to kick the heroin 
habiL As director, actor 


■ SCREAM 
Buena Vista, 18,1996 . 
HORROR maestro Wes Cra¬ 
ven directs this terrifically 
bounty and seif-mocking tale 
about the youth ofa rirburban 
town te r ro ri sed by a serial 
killer obsessed with movie 
trivia. Aside from the in-jokes. 
Craven ensures we scream 
alongside bis characters at die 


. ■ LYDIA . 

C arlton , U, 1941 ■ 

DETERMINED to make a 
. showcase for his wife Merle ' 
0beron, producer Alexander [' 
Korda surrounded her with . " 
fancy words, a fancy ward- !, 
robe, sumptuous sets and a .. 
line-up of adoring men recall- 
ing their wooing days in the 
late 1890s. But this partial 
reworking of the French Kit'. ;! 

' Un comet de bal never moves 
beyond its visual delights. & 
Joseph Cotten heads the male, y 
corps, and Edna May Oliver. 
steals every available scene. . 


Geoff Brown 


“BRILLIANT... DEFINITELY NOT TO BE MISSED” 


WIGHT MASTERPIECE 


SHARPLY FUNNY” 



m xmm • m m\ ^ 

vmm him m 


\mM%\ m 


now showing ssiifgn and at selected cinemas nationwide 
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J>IEW MOVIES: Geoff Brown sees Alien Resurrection’s musings on parental roles degenerate into the usual gore-fest 





mine 






A . t the end of Alien 3 , 
f\ Sigourney Weavers 
§ r ' % _Ripfey torched her- 
Xj : : JLselflri death after 
being impregnated, with alien 
seed. She was being the tra gfc 
heroine, saving the world 
through losing her own life. 
No* we know it was wasted 
For. 200 years fiiirther 
the future, Ripley is back." 
inventively cloned from a 
W$od sample. The aliens are 
back too. dripping goo, extend¬ 
ing tentacles, munching on 
human heads. 

. Is Alien Rcsnrrrction. then. 

simply'a case; of, business, as 
usual? Not quite. Ripley her- 


stijength, always impressive. is 
nogy superhuman. A knife 
threst into bppbami causers no' 

her'Wbo^radjfe the floor it 
sizzles like atieggfiymg m'the 
pan- The alien geneis within 
hdt: 

The director, too, is an alien 
-Haof sorts. HeTfc Jean-Rerre 
■Jtepftet, one haff of the team' 
responsible for: Delicatessen 
and, less successfully.The Clry 
of\ Lost i Children, ' He is 
French. He jg ^faaire, HeJhas 
$7p minim*, to .play Witii. He 
sprinkles \ action .^dlh ee- 
centric humour foid Swksthe 
spaceship inferiors > 

diisfrial-ann^jothic ^d&ftgnsr 
He brings ;,oiii boatff Domi-” 
nique.. Pinqn, hi^enfored 
clcjwn of his ^evipus^films. 
along wifo. fes ca^e^znah. 
Darius iOfoagt" .-i fev‘4’ . 

First impresisidns: ire good. 

mdnotony.1fliait proliferated 
thfpugh A/Kr& Dah*Hedaya 
cotonancbi ^ jpapeship Au- 


h you have 


: Alien -j 
Resurrection 

Odecri West End 
18,108 mins 
Sigourney Weaver, 
lives again 

. The Tango 
■ Lesson j 

Renoir, U, lot mins' 


•. with Sally Potter . - 

■ Under, liie S kin 
Metro, 18,85 minis 
Grief explored in a 
. powerful British movie 

One Night Stand 

Warner West End • 
-HJ, 102 mins 
Absorbing tale of - -. 

.Keep the 
Aspidistra Flying 

Curzon Mayfair . 
••• 12,101 mins 
’■ Orwellbites the dust 

8 Heads ilia . ' 
Duffel Bag 

Warper West End • 

; ? 15, 95 mms ' 
Frantic black comedy 


mque. ..Pfnqp, rubperfeefed mises of Alien Resurrection a 
clcjvvn of his iHfevibgs^filins. - far better, quirkier, movie is 
along with.-Ms carfjecEsan. strugding to brede free* . 
Dijrius SQipqpZy.i £*»XV;’Even Weavers ^"bravery 
First irtJiHe^wur Sre good: wilts beside Sally Pottert in : 
Jo$s Whedtto^ jaui^ OTipt The. Tango Lesson. Consider: 
helps tobahi^h.me^tocimand . having broken through to 
mdnotony ffiaf proliferated international audiences five 
thfpugh A/foP: Dau Hedaya yeare ago with Orlando the 
awrimands fl^spaeeship Au- director refuse* .10 play the 
ri^ a miEtaiytesfeariii bas^ 'mainstream , game, crafting 
at £; views -die reactivated somethingsrrtafl.idiosyncratic 
W&verj-with; caution,: “She and extronely personal, shot 
1 oq£s at me funny onetime,” • mostly . in Uad&andkvhite. 
he-snaps. “and imputing her She puts hersdf up on the 
TosJxu^. Qther observers; jot screen, too, as a film director 
Kij»ey Mark ^ include thie called Sally, who starts taking 
pirate dev/j'MFl Jfe,.Betty, ilessons iri Paris from, tango 
which Socks with V cargo" -of. ^hirmhary Pablo Vcron. tb ease 
frmaenhuman. Ixarigs destined . pressure enured-making a 










So you thought Sigourney Weaver cashed in her chips at the end of Alien 3 ? Well, thanks to advanced medical technology you, Winona Ryder—and the baddies — can think again 


to serve as alien hosts. There is 
Ron Perlman, his face scarred, 
every word a grunt There is 
Pftfori, a paraplegic. And. one: 
woman; Winona Ityder, hair 
shejt. . appeal somewhat 
dimmed. as. the crew> n»-. 
chinic with a hidden, a^nda. 

As “the' minutes, advance. 


project called Hage. The two 
foil in love and make a pact 
she will become his dancing 
. .partner, andhe will star in her 
new film, which now is .not 
Rzrge but, you guessed it, 77fe 
Tango Lesson. 

Thus reduced. Potter’s film 
self- 


tbougfv il flie : inevitatte ; h^p t - ~ h idulgB tt J Bot ir does not play 
pens .The genre madiinetakes-—foatway. -^B^-esqpOGing-har 


over from Jennet Personal 
touches get fast in the ariiori as 
die aliens rampage, slimy pits 
fester, cocoons pulsate arid 
humans flee. They have plenty 
r*yBrepower with which to 
btfSt pppcaients. But Weaver 
is their main -weapon: she is 
the star, the co-producer and 
the" series* linchjHn, and 
should not be approached in a 
dark alley. 

One has to admire her as 
she sees off all foes with such 
curt authority. But liked? Tak¬ 
en to heart? No. Much of the, 
fifth's material play's with the 
notion of motherhood and the 
guff between human and alien 
urges, but the film itself stifles 
anything approaching a 
tender feeling. Scenes between 
Weaver and. Ryder particular¬ 
ly^‘suffer. We should fed a 
connection between the two; 
we do not We should also fed 
.a sense of wonder as the 
human species goes to the 
brink. Instead we experience 
the usual gore in a brilliant' 
but cold-hearted spectade. It is 
frustrating, .for somewhere 
within tfe big-budget oompro- 


vuftierabilities on screen, ft# 
ter alfows us to fed our way 



The Tango Lesson: Sally 
Potter and Pablo Verirn 


inside her fanciful autobiogra¬ 
phy. As a dancer, she proves 
more than competent indeed, 
she worked as a performance 
artist before being seduced by 
cinema. There is no profes¬ 
sional polish to her -acting, 
though: her awkwardness is 
natural and touching. Veron, 
no actor either, also puts 
himself on the line: ” ‘ 

" As teacher and popfi wurkr 
swirling and gtidmg.-pushing-- 
and pulling, multiple over-. - 
tones btuld up. For Potter, the 
tango becomes a means of 
exploring the dynamics of 
power, and of all love relation¬ 
ships and creative endeav¬ 
ours. Who should follow and - 
who should lead? Both Veron 
and Potter, in their separate 
fields of tango and cinema, are 
used to having the upper 
hand; crossing over to each 
other’s arena, they must make 
difficult adjustments. 

The metaphor, though, is 
never belaboured: we soak up 
the meanings with each rav¬ 
ishing, impassioned, dance, 
variously performed in the¬ 
atres, studios, a Paris kitchen, 
and a rainy street. You emerge 
from the cinema moved and 
exhilarated, with an un-Eng¬ 
lish urge to dance away the 
nightia rose between the teeth. 

Under the Skin is also 
something special: a new Brit¬ 
ish film dial: confidently env . 
braces raw, painful feelings, 
and gives ordinary lives, the 
kind of visual texture usually 
found in European art movies. 

The director who worked 


fins miracle is Carine Adler, 
whose first feature this is. Her 
subject is grief, and the pail a 
mother's sudden death plays 
in the downward spiral oi Iris, 
the less loved of two daugh¬ 
ters. Samantha Morton, all of 
20, throws herself wholeheart¬ 
edly into the complex part; as 
she flirts with promiscuity, we 
"watch"with a mix of itompas- 
'sdcst. : ■ incomprehension- arid 
-horror.-- 


F aced with shooting in 
dingy bedsits and 
Liverpool streets. Bar- 
iy Adcrqyd, also Ken 
Loach’s cameraman, never 
settles for lazy realism, but 
creates a heightened mood 
that suggests Kieslowski’s 
modern moralities such as 
The Ten Commandments. 
Slow motion is used expres¬ 
sively, as is rock music, princi¬ 
pally by the AlooL Not every 
feature funded by the British 
Film Institute and Channel 4 
tackles genuine problems with 
emotional maturity and artis¬ 
tic flair, but tins one does, and 
it. has a string of festival 
rewards to prove it 
Wesley Snipes won his own 
festival award, at Venice, for 
his role in One Night Stand, 
although every part in Mike 
Figgis'S film is pitched and 
played dose to perfection. 
Snipes plays, a commercials 
director from LA who gets his 
me night stand in New York 
with the equally married 
Nastassja Kinski. We jump 
one year forward, when 


Snipes's marriage and work 
hit trouble. The action then 
swings back to New York, 
where Snipes’s best friend, 
dying of Aids (Robert Downey 
Jr), helps tire parties to explore 
their true feelings. 

There are artifirial elements 
in die sc rip t, which was first 
concocted by the brash Joe 
Esferhasz. But Figgis, as diree- 
"tor, writer and composer, 
treats the subject with such 
refinement that the characters 
come dose to seeming genuine 


human beings. He is particu¬ 
larly good at tracing relation¬ 
ships through looks and 
gestures, transforming what 
could easily have been leering, 
slam-bang cinema. As a suc¬ 
cessor to Leaving Las Vegas 
the film lacks weight but it is 
stylish, thoughtful and witty, 
and should ring bells with 
many audiences. 

Keep fi»e Aspidistra Flying, 
on -the other hand, would be 
hard pressed to summon the 
faintest tinkle. The period 


movie machine keeps the im¬ 
ages coming smoothly, but 
there is something so small 
and archaic about Robert 
Bierman’s treatment of 
George Orwell’s novel that the 
images disappears almost as 
you watch. 

Richard E. Grant plays 
Orwell’s alter ego. an advertis¬ 
ing copywriter and aspiring 
poet in the 1930s, struggling to 
embrace poverty and his arr.- 
Helena Bonham Carter, al¬ 
most inevitably, is his patient 


girlfriend. The result, bar the 
odd moment of muted hum¬ 
our, is file most pointless 
British film of the year. 

And was 8 Heads in a 
Duffel Bag really necessary? 
The title is fon and the p(ot 
shows promise (severed heads 
en route to a mobster get 
mixed up with a medical 
student’s holiday luggage). 
But with Joe Pesd squawking 
-and Tom-Schulman directing, 
it is nowhere near as funny as 
it should be. 




immaculate selection 


BLYTHE JAMES ROY JUUANNE 

RANKER LeGROS SCHEIDER MOORE 

? : . - - r “Free-spirited, sexual, emo tioned, high drama. ’ 

f .. r : empire^^ 


JULLOWE 

MOORE 


NOAH 

WYLE 


SNAP 

VERDICT 





Every week, young film fans 
discuss the latest releases ... 

M ALIEN 
RESURRECTION 
Lesfic Isaiah Thomas, 19: The 
intelligence of the script and 
direction make this a highly 
disturbing movie. 

Dom Young, 19: A dark and 
.brooding return to form. 

. Jethro Axxfcm. 18:1 was petri¬ 
fied. Easily one of the best 
Alien movies. 

Sbarada Osman, 19: Sigour¬ 
ney Weaver is magnificent 
She eats up the screen. 

■ ONE NIGHTSTAND 

' Ladle: A simple romantic 
comedy is dressed up as art, 
and fails on both counts. 

Dam: A real dud. 

Jethro: The abundance of 
coincidences make a mockery 
trftifestaryfin&k 
Shaxsda: Julian Samis app- 
-ears for five minutes; hew the 
great have fallen. . 

■ nfETANGOLESSON . 

Leslie Occasional striking 
images. : .; 




AND ACROSS THE COUNTRY FROM NOVEMBER 2BTH 
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Finai Fcntcsy YU Playstation 


Dungeon Keeper CD ROM 
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ALL IN THE WRONG Paul Shelley 
recwres the rote of Sir Jam Restless m 
Arthur Murphy's exeeOsn lam-ernwry 
romp One of ttis theatre's hdflpfest 
rediscoveries returns ugan tor the 
Chnstmas season 
Orange Tree. Clarence Street. 
Richmond {0181-9JO36331 Previews 
Irom tonight, 7 ^pm Opens Mon. 

745pm ThenMon-Sat 7.45pm;mas 
Thix|Jai8. 15). 2.30pm and SaL 4pm. 
Additional mars Dec 19.31. Jan 2. 4pm 
CYRANO DE BERGERAC The sail- 
out RSC production tram Stratford, wtth 

Antony Sher as Rosrand's tragc 

ramartc hera. in London for a Imtffid 
season Gregory Doran directe 
Lyric, Shattes&ury Aw Wl (0171-4S4 
5054) Opens tonight. 730pm Then 
Mon-Sal. 7 30pm: mats Wed. Sal. 2pm. 
OH LES BEAUX JOURS'Natasha 
Parry plays BeAatf's Wdvm, ewntuaUy 
embedded up lo her nech r (he earth. 
p«Br Brtx*'s Pans prodiraton. over 
here tar the French Theatre 1 Season. 
Performed in French 
Rtveraldo Studio*. Cusp Road. IM> 
fO181-7412255) Tonight-Sat and Dec 
2-6. 8pm G 

SONGUAKER’S ALMANAC Reruns 
only far this recrtal where [he acdalmad 
scprunoJuianeBanse learns up with 

one of the laemosr Leder Intcrpreiero ol 
outline, baritone 0<al EHr. Ensemble 
launder end pianlsi Graham Johnscn 
accompanies the vocaests In an 
evening of songs by Sctutoert and 
Scnumann w*ech promises lo bo the 
highlight oi the Almanac's 21 St 
anniversary senes. 

Wlgmore Hall. Wigmora Street. Wt 
(0171-93521411 Tonight 7 30pm B 

ELSEWHERE 

BASINGSTOKE- Tonga's coraert by 
rtw London Mrwart Phifers afters an 
opportunity to hear Beetfwa/Vs 
ConoJan Owdure and Symphony No B 


□ ANGELS AND DEMONS-The 
cxceilenL Besht Tafcrs perform iHo tale 
at Adam 3nd ha Dm wte Lflrtn. 
mtngumg but the emphasis is more on 
Bte angrtc tfian the demoniac 
Trtcyda Theafrs, Kjibum Htgh Road 
NWS [0171-3281000) Sun-Thure and 
Sal. 8pm: mats Wad. 2pm and Sun. 
4pm Untd Nov 30 0 

□ THE BOYS IN THE BAND-Mart 
Oowtey's grcxnd-braakng gay pfcry 
tram 1368 non something c* a period 
piece with 4 g 'gey means wntty but 
wretched message Transfer from the 
King's Head. Islington 

Aldwych. The Aldwych. WC2 (0171- 
416 60031 Mon-Sal, 8pm; mats Dm 
end Sat 3pm 

■ THE CHAIRS Rstfrad Brwrt end 
Geraldine MeEwan play the ancient 
couple waring la Dior important 
guests in Ionesco's celebrated "tragic 
farce . Simon Mdfiumey (tracts la 
Compireite. design by the Quay 
Brothers. 

Royal Court Downstairs (DiAe of 
r'oiV-j). si Martin's Lane. VYC2 (0171- 
565 5000). Mot-SaL 7 Monx mat Sat 
(Irom Nov 29). 330pm G 

D CHICAGO: Hewsed version at Ihe 
cetebraisd Kander & Ebb musical 
tfraaed by Wattar BobUa A mub-Tony 
winner on Broadway last year. Starring 
Ruling HsreUiafi Lite Lerriwr. Hervy 
Goodman and Nigel Planer. 

ArMphL Strand. London WC2 (0171- 
344 0055] Mon-Sal. 8prrr, mats Wbd 
and SaL 2.30pm. B 

B CLOSER- In Patrick Marttei's new 
play. Greeted by hmseH. Saly Dexter 
and Liza Wafcer, Ctaran Hinds and 
Cfive Owen play strangers «4w fall 


NEW RELEASES 

EXCESS BA GG AGE (12) Alloa 
S4vers(ane takes her own kidrappiig to 
secure her rather s love Emply-heedad 
and exasperating comedy. 

Virgin Tracadrew B (0181 -970 6015j 

INVENTING THE ABBOTTS (IS) 
Commg ol age *i late 1950s IKnaus 
Overly solemn and otd-iashaned 
drama PaG'Ccnrxxdraas Jaaqw. >■ 
Rwerw. lav Tyler. BAyCrudup 
ABC Shaftesbury A V (0171-83662791 

LAWN DOGS (15)- Two outsiders term 
a dangerous friendship in Kentucky 
imaginative drama, weh sfrwig 
pertwmances by Mscha Baron and 
Sjm RocJnrefl. Died or. John Dugan. 
ABC Tottenham CJ Hd 10171-638 
6148i Curaon WE (0171 -369 1722) 

NOTHING TO LOSE (15): Tin 
Hobbms wastes ha time and oure n a 
lame comedy about an advertising 
executive on the road with a mugger 
Wim Martm Lawrence Director, Steve 

Odeon Marble Arab (13181-3154216) 
roiai-970 6015) Warner & (0171-137 

4343 ) 

REGENERATION (15) Powerful and 
pagnarn verann ol Pai Barks's novel 
atom first world war soldiers m an 
Ecmbugn mwtary hospiM. vwh 
Jonathan Plyce and James WBtay 
□■rector. Giles MacKinnon 
Odeon Ha ymertael (Oiet-3154212) 

♦ SEVey YEARS IN TIBET l PG) 

Brad Pm finds enlightenment in 1940s 


TODAY’S CHOICE 


A daily gukto to arts 
and entertainment 
com piled by Martt Hargte 


coupled with two woke by the 
composer's conrenpotery. Johann 
Nepomu). Hummel ttia Geseflsttftafn 
Rondo and ihe rarely heard Plano 
Coneano Jn A Bat Hcaiwd ShaBey 
directs tram the pano. 

Anri. ChurcWl Lane (01256 844244). 
Tonight 7.45pm. B 
BELFAST: Music tw ihe late . 
experimental composer John Cage 
accompsraee Merce Cunningham's 
recent choreographed opus. Ocean. 
Performed In the round by 15 ctencere 
accompanied by 112 musicians, the , 



Juliane Banse sings 
at the Wigmore Hall 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston's assess men! 
of Theatre showing In London 

■ House full, returns only 
B Sams Mate amllsMs 
□ Bests st sfl prices 


ronunttcaly but aueBy In lave 
National (Lytteflon), South Bank, SE1 
(0171-9282252). Torght-SeL 730pm. 
mat SaL 2.15pm. In rep 
■ ELECTRA' Zoe Wanamaloer a 
powerful and poignant herotea In David 
Lskbux's production from CfYchesa. 
Marjane Yaes plays Ctytemnestra. 
DonmorWarwhouvi. Earihum Street 
WC2(0171 -389 1732) MoreSaLBpm. 
mars TueandSat 4pm B 
n AN DEAL HUSBAND Return Ol 
Pater Hall's enjoyable production, 
tawhful ol deoeptnna. Starring Martm 
Shaw end Simon ward, and Kata 
O'Mara as !he svefle troublemaker. 
Gielgud, Shaftesbury Am. W1 [0171- 
4945065) Mon-Sat 745pmrmasThur 
3pihandSaL4pm. 

□ A LETTER OP RESIGNATION: 
Edward Few and Clare Higgvts play 
Haiokl MacmOan and Lady Dorothy In 
Hugh wtitamore's play about Use effects 
of the Prefumo scandal 

Comedy Thestaw. Panton Street, SW1 
(0171-369 1731) Mon-Sat 7 45pm: 
mats Wed. 3pm and Sat. 4pm 

□ ORPHEUS Kenneth McLaish puts 
translation asde lo write a play of Its 
own. dernred from the Greek myth 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Gooff Brown's wMtwiwntof 
ft Una in London and (where 
fcidksted wllh ths symbol ♦ ) 
on release across the country 


TbeC W what about u«7 Handsome 
but muddled rtama, with Dswd Thewfs. 
Director. Jsan-JacquesAmaud. 

Emptee fi [0990 888990) BOdsons: 
Camden Town (0181 -315 4255) 
Kambigton [0181-315 4214) Marble 
Arch (0181-3154216) Swla* Cottage 
(0(81-3154220) Ptazsfi(0990 
88B990) UCt WMtetoysG (p990 
888990) 

WELCOME TO SAHAJEVO (15) 
Stnkng British account ot reporters 
ewering the did war in 1982. based on 
Michael Nnhotson'sexproices With 
9ephen0ilane Oaector. Mchael 
Wimerbotlom 

ABC Tottenham Coin Road {0171- 
636 614® Greenwich (0181 -235 3005) 
Odeans: Camden Town r018i-315 
4355) Kensington (0181-3154214) 
Virgin Haymerfcel [0171-839 1527) 
Wsmsr GI0T71-437 4343) 

CURRENT 

♦ CHASING AMY (18). Comlc-booh 
anal Unds honsen n low with a lestoan. 
Appealing new film from CSarte dreda 
Kff/n Srruh. wtth Ben Affleck and Joey 
Lauren Adams 

Ctspham Picture House (0171-498 
3323) CUtzon Phoenix [0171-3891721) 


work creates lha visual and ' 

nyatcEson of a (oumay downwards 
towards the ocean's Door. A UK aid 
ireJarM prarser e 

Waterfront Had, Oxtord Street (01232- 
665577) Tertgfa-Sat 745pmB 

WDDERBHaB: As part of the 
u orttaip u raty muse festival hare tfw 
vWinia Susaane StanzsWt and 
piantstJuton Jsnnbacn join forces this 
^temoon for a catednty radial wfich 
mcLdes the Bnttsh prodareof Lou 
Hanson's Grand Duo Ths e preceded 
by John Mama's RbetdMovfeand 
Jonatfen Haneyfa flighl Qqjv. 

St PsuTs Hail. Oueensgate (01484- 
430628). Today, 1pm. 

GLASGOW. The BBC ScetMi 
Symphony O rches tr a inter b new 
chbi conductor Osmo VSnska ^wa 
ilia first Scottish performance ol James 
MacMBgn'? Symphony irfwtfi weswat 
recened at & premiere in London carter 
In the year. Also on Ihe pregramme are 
Edward McGuxe'S T7n Spelt of WaBacP 
and Brtten's Plano Concerto. Piano 
sokrlst rs KatfvynSkXL 
City H4 CantSatiggs (0141-287 
5511). Tonight 730pm. 

LONDON GAIIFRIFS 

BriOtfr Museum: Cartel 1000-1939 
(0171-223 8525) . Brunei: LooWng 

East (0171 -637 2388 ex! 2733)... Hns 
Art Society: Glyti Fhfipor. RA (1884- 
1937) 10171-829 51 IQ Hayw a rd: ' 
The Modem St* Ufa (0171-828 3144) 

. Hutton Gstty nctisw GsUecy: A 
Winter's Tate (0171-376 4525) 
Mueaumof London: Bed jam- 
Custody, care and cue. 1247-1997 
10171-600 0807) Nxtkxnt: 
Hoganti's Manege AJa-Mode (0171- 
747 2885) . Netkmal Portrait 9r 

HenryReebum(0171-306 0055) ... 
Portal: John Byrne (0171 -493 0706) 
Serpentine: nero Manzoni (0171- 
4026075] Tats ThaAged 
Rosaeta, Buna-Jones and Watts- 
SymOokan n Britan (0171-8878000) 


Actors Touring Company production by 
Mck Ptiippou. wfeh Ann Frtwnk. Shdtey 
King and Gary Tuner. 

Lyric StucBo. King Street. 

Hammersmith. W6 (0181-7418701) 
Mon-SaL Bpm; mat SaL 4 JOpm Unol 

December 6.6 

□ POPCORN- Ben Bton'a bttetering 
comedy-about mows vwlenoa. A 
Tarantmoesque director gets hts aome- 
uppance when a couple a serfef kiera 
(Corey Johnson and Dene DaWs) 
blame him far then rrwdeeds Laurence 
Boswe9dkect& 

ApoUo. Shaftesbury Avarua. W1 
[0171-494 5070). Mon-Sat 8pm: mete 
Wbd. 3pm. and SaL 4pm 

□ THE SLOW DRAG: Jazz musical by 
Cason KteCa, loosely based on ihe 
story ol Bfly Tptan, a woman who 
passed as a man to find wok as a jSC 
musicten. With Liza Sadovy. Kin 
ChfiweA and Cmtophar Cokyitnun 
Whitehall Thaalrw. WMahal, London 
SW1 (0171-3691735). Mon-Ttw, 8pm; 
Fri and SaL 7pm and 9 30pm. 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Blood Brothora: Phoervx (0171-369 
1733).. □ Catr New London (0171- 
405 00723 . . □ Gtosm-C ambridge 
(0171-494 5080). . H An Inspector 
CaBr-Gemck (0171-494 5085) . . 

B Miss sraaotr Drury Low (0171-494 
5400) ... □ThsMauaMrap: 

St Martel'S (0171-838 14431 . 

□ OOverl Palladium (0171-494 5020) 

n StafUaht EXUIW Anofio 
Vrciona [0171-416 6054) . □Hw 
Woman In Blade Fortune (0171-836 
2238) 

Ticket intOrmatian supplied by Society 
at London Theatre. 


QsteB(0171-727 4043)Gresm«lch 
10181-235 30(B) Metro (0171 -437 0757) 
Odeon Camden Town (0181-315 
4255) Richmond (0181-3320030) Ritzy 
(0171-737 2121) ua Whlteleys B 
(0990 888990) 

♦ CONTACT (PG): Jodte Foster Aches 

to make contact with outer space 
Enjoyable, mostly mtedigent so-fi. . 
directed by Robert Zemeckis. . 
WornerB(0171-437434^ ' •' 

FACE/OFF (18)' FBI agent John 
Travolta and tenons! Ntootes Cage sw3p 
identities. Outrageous thtber [hat never 
knows when (o stop John WOo directs. 
ABC Tottenham Court Rood (0171- 
636 6148) Greeowtch (0181 -235 3005) 
Odeans: Camden Town (0181-315 
4255) Kanaingfon (0181 -315 4214) 
Leicester Square 10181-3154215) 
Marble Arch (01B1TH5 4216) Swiss 
Cottegs [0181-315 4220) Httzy (0171- 
7372121) UCtWhlteieysG (0990 
888990) Vkgbi Ctishwa (0171-352 
5096) 

♦ LA. COfflRDaniAL (18b 
SWashmg drama about corruption m LA 
In An earty 1950s. vwh Kewi Spaoey. 
RusseR Crewe, Kan Basinger. Guy 
Pearce and Danny DeVua Director. 

Curtn Hinson 

Grssnwtcb (0181-235 3005) NoUng 
HOI CoronstS (0171-727 6705] 
Odeans: Camden Town (0181-315 
4255) Kensington (0181-315 4214) 
Marble Arch (0181-3154216) Swiss 
Cottege 10181-315 4220) Ritzy (0171- 
737 2121) Saweci/HHtEI 03171-435 
3368) Ua WMtefcys 6(0990 8889901 
Virgin Hsymsrtat (0171-839 1527) 
Warner© [0171-437 4343} 



T he conductor Alexan¬ 
der Lazarev calls Pro¬ 
kofiev “a diamond of 
20 th-century music”. 
While few would disagr ee. 
Lazarev speaks with special 
authority when it comes to a : 
composer he will be craiducr- 
ing in two concerts this week¬ 
end. as part of the London 
Philharmonic On±testra’s en¬ 
ticing Prokofiev Festival. 

Prokofiev has “been central 
to his life, even though Lazarev 
has no personal memories of 
him: the future conductor was 
only eight when the great 
composer died in 1953. But it 
was with Prokofiev's notori¬ 
ously difficult first opera. The 
Gambler, that Lazarev made 
his JBolstipi tkbut in 1974 an - 
, eveni’ thtf’iaiih'dhal Ms 
tirpe eatpeti: to, 

becomt'music dirednr of the 
Bolshoi, making him perhaps 
the Soviet Union's most pow¬ 
erful conductor, but he still 
considers thai early produc¬ 
tion . one of his .biggest 
achievements. 

“The Gambler was being 
performed not only for the first 
time at the Bolshrn, but for the 
first time in Russia, and it was 
the reason I took the job. I 
didn't want to conduct one of 
their old stagings, and this 
aimed out to be the most 
interesting production of that 
period there." 

These associ a tions do not 
prevent Lazarev- from taking a 
wide view of the composer. It 
helps that he conducts much 
more non-Russian music than 
many of his Russian col¬ 
leagues. In his first season as 


John Affispn on why the conductor 
Alexander Lazarev is looking , 
forward to working this weekend 


principal con¬ 
ductor of the 
Scottish Nat¬ 
ional Orches¬ 
tra be is 
featuring Ital¬ 
ian works. 

Mahler and 
Wagner, but 
brings Rus¬ 
sian insights 
to the job. 

The SNO is 
not just an¬ 
other British 
.orchestra — it 
lakes special 
pride in rep¬ 
resenting 
Scotland. I Alexander 

can feel the Prokofiev 

difference, 

having spent most of my life in 
the national opera theatre that 
represented Russia. The SNO 
players.are very dedicated, but 
also friendly. I enjoy a good 
relationship with them, while 
often the love between conduc¬ 
tor and orchestra is a. bit like 
sunshine in London." 

Lazarev divides music into 
two categories: That which I 
like to conduct, and that which 
I like to listen to. Music 1 like 
to listen to 1 invite someone 
else to conduct-" Prokofiev is 
very firmly in his first catego¬ 
ry, at the top of the list But he 
does not make any distinction 
between the two apparently 


\ ^ 


Alexander Lazarev calls' 
Prokofiev “a diamond" 


different sides 
- - of. die com¬ 
poser’s out¬ 
put, those 
. pieces written 
by the ^enfant 
terrible of the 
1920s and the . 
later works, 
which must 
count as some 
of the most 
genuinely 
popular 
•music of our 
, century. “Ebr 
me, Prokofiev- 
provides _a 
. connection- 

azarevcalls' with’ : the 
l diamond" music of the 
last century. 
He was rae of Rimsky-Korsa- 
kbv*s wonderful .'pupils who 
carried those ideas forward^ 
The early music is brutal and 
often hard to balance because 
Prokofiev was still inexperi¬ 
enced then.. As he became 
more focused his ait became 
simpler." 

The conductor admits that 
as he has matured and gained 
a non-Soviet perspective on the 
composer, he has understood 
him belter. He offers a fresh 
view of a figure many com¬ 
mentators have labelled as 
naive for his apparent lack of 
political foresight. “For me it 
was difficult to see why, after 


having left .Russia m 1918,. 
Prokofiev returned for. good at 
such a dangerous lime as 1936. . 
He was not an idealist, and his 
knew- he was risking his life. 

“But in my opinion he" 
wanted to be ‘first* in some? 
thing . He had left Rnssift.a 
little too late and was over¬ 
shadowed in the West as a 
pianist by Rachmaninov. He 
composed the Scythian Suite, 
but Stravinsky had already 
covered! that giroimtf in The 
Rite pf Spring* By going bade 
he wanted to set a hew. 
standard in' Russia, bat. Shcn 
stakevich had already pom-_ 
posed works tike his Fourth 
Symphony. He was d^ged by 
badluck—even his death was 
eclipsed tryStafin's.demiseon»., 
- the very same day.*:‘ 

-Utefeii ttddy-Lazarev, nifty 
in bis ^ufy fifties, remembefc 
vividly. He . remembers web. 
too how the Soviet top brass' 
patronised the Bolshoi, and. 
speaks of iheir intabflpeitence 
in j the sanaf sujboflS^broq jdy; 
hushed topes asT^' dbes of the 
cu iTCTitsiftiation, 'afjout which 
he is daritly pesanHstic Al¬ 
though he remains 'Moscow^ 
based, he quit the mcreasingly 
underfunded- Bolshoi in 1995 
rather than presde over its. 
decline. • • 

■ The Government has the.: 
money,, but _not the political 
experience or interest Thq^ 
don't appreciate what music, 
sport and all the arts can do 
for the image of the .country.?* 

• Lazarev , conducts the IPO in 
ofi-Pro to/rev -programmes at the 
Fes tival Hall {0171-546 1666 ) 
tomorrow and on Sunday 


no Nigel 

THIS wib the first time I fiad 
heard Kennedy play live since 
- the" Disowning of. the Qnis- 
' finn N ame . So what did it all 
sigriiiy? I squirt in win for 

musical dues, _ cryptic and 

otherwise. But in both Bach 
{Johann Sebastian) and. Bee¬ 
thoven (Ludwig}, both Nigel 
and Kennedy were reassuf-A 
mgly add vibrantiy present" 
And even Nige came along. - 
The evening ki&ed off wjjh 
. a hefty swipe at the; air from 
those great green. leather 
shoes, and a stinging upbeat 
into Badi*s Violin Cmaatirin 
A .minor- Every new run of 
semiquavers, every new se: 
quence and figure hadKenne- 


CONCERT 


dy, running circles — virtually 
literally—around the sections^ 
trf a bemused but eagear Eng- 
. lish Chamber Orchestra. .• 

Kennedy, conducted from 
the bow; Nige leapt out as if to 
land on the leader's own toes 
in. a kprechaun-Kke finale. 
And Nigel- Kennedy himself, 
at last lost in a world of sound 
for removed from self and 
from imageof-sdt sang his 
heart out in the daw move¬ 
ment. Abig ihumbs-up to the 
wings, and he welcomed on 
'stage Katharine I Gowers, a 
young violinist of distinctive 
imagination and character. 

She led die way in Bach's 
Concerto in D minor for Ityp 
Violins; and within the first 
seconds sparks were flying. 
Hers is a more carefuL more 
poised performingi style than 
Kennedy's. But bath are airy, 
passionate spirits, arid the 
daring and darting of then- 
imitative playing, and the little 
surprises they , sex up for eacfrP 
other in the finale, made this 
performance compidling. 

- The EGO, which could do 
little more than fry to keep up. 
Seemed somewhat relieved 
when its new associate con¬ 
ductor, Sh untaro Sato, walked 
on to .‘conduct. Beethoven’s 
Violin Concerto. But before 
long he all but became the 
.Invisible Man as.Kennedy oo- 
-tfaected forcefully■. from the 
bow. When he turned his back 
totfe podiumand to us, feeing 
ffief-GGOY small iffensemble, 
what we. witnessed was pri- 
i vate chamber-music making 
of the highest order. 

Again die slow movement 
focused. Kennedy and stilled 
his spirit He seaned at tim® 
a tittle too entranced by his 
own playing; but tins concen¬ 
tration led to a 1 wonderfully 
mellow voice, for the opening 
of the - Rondo finale. Kennedy, 
now in ' Mephistophelean 
guise, took the pulsing pizzica¬ 
to cello pedal as the cue for a 
long, extended cadenza, teas¬ 
ing the line with microtones, 
letting it lie low, only to whip it 
into diabolic trills and triple 
stopping — until a last, sweet 
duet arid a final triumphant 
kick of the green leather heels. 

Hilary Finch 
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ART GALLERIES 


THEATRES 


CHBSEA CONTEMPORARY 
PAINTINGS AND DRAWINGS 
EXMBirtON 

Finlay Z8Di Now I0aov9pra 2 U- 
ctad Rd. London SW3 (next to ihe 


OPERA & BALLET 


COLISEUM 01716328300 (Mh) 
ENGLISH NATIONAL OPERA 
Toni 720 FALSTAFF 
Tomor730EUGENEONBGM 

THE ROYAL OPEBA 

Bax OSes017130*4000 
■t Km Shsftestwy TTraabs 
Bw Otto 0171379 5399 
fictebrefco araiabe torn 
TcMnasier On 01719574028 
Tom, Tenor, Sat Mon Tue. wed 7 30 


ALBERT 3891739344 4444 
LONOONTS NEW SMASH HIT 

STEPPING OOT 

TH E NEW MUS ICAL 
TOESSHBLE 

Tappngarch win ol joy’ Times 

'You‘8 be dancteg on sir* OMai 


ALDWYCH0I71416600V 
4200000 (24nVno lee) 

THE BOYS 


mm 


CAMBRIDGE494 5089418 6D60 
3444444(420 0000 (+t*gfeBJ 
GraupS494 5454 
41860JS4133321/436 5588 

GREASE 

NowMrrs 

STH FANTASTIC YEAR! 
Sterling LUKE GOSS 
“A Monster HR" DJAror 
Man-Sal 7 JQpm, Wed & Sat mat 3pm 


COMEDY TlteATRE3691731 
CC 0171 3444444 
’HJWAHD FOOTS HsaaOtoS 
Kurds lores’ E&d. 
■CLARE HK3QMS smBsaT F.T. 
kiHu^iWdeffliWB 

AUsnuKOF 


DRURY LANETHEATRE ROYAL 
SS cc (8&o tee) 2 «t 7 Says 0177494 
S00W3444444/4200000 Gfps <84 
545U41333117312 8000 

MEB SAIGON 

THE CLASSIC LOVE STORY 
OF OUR INF 

Nowwns 

BTH BREAnfEMONG TEAM 
Eves 7.46 Mats Wed 3 Srt^zn 
Good sates aval fcr Wad Hot 
A sons prate- wipIyB. 0. 
DUaeSSBOCC34ha 
01714945075 

494 5368044 4444 {Cl ran dig) I 
Qprt8-*-jOI71494 5454 < 


HAYMARXET 
93088000444444 (tAg be) 

MAGGIE SLEB4 

SMTTH ' ATKINS 

JOHN STANDtHG 
n EDWARDS ALBBES 

A DKUGA3S BALANCE 

«Ci SIAN THOMAS 


AWETTEGROSBE 
■toted tar AHTHONY PAGE 
Eras 8orri Wad&Sd crate 3am 




LYRIC01714945045 PWrficcBfl 
be)/344444(S«gte9) 
aottfte 01714B45454 
Ftojel StakeqpHre 0mpan)r 

CYRANO 

DEBKSGffiAC 

'AauptQnrpsbinmtMi 
Artbonf Star'S. Three 
EmraOpn. Opens Z7Nw 7pm 
Un ited 11 raon Ira ra 25 Hera 

LYRIC 01714845045 CMrAccOg 
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DONALD COOPER 


f 


ml •• 




S hakespeare’S. editors 
usually place foe first 
scene alTbelfth'Night. 
in “Duke Onintft pal¬ 
ace" and the second at “die 
sea coast". But that hardly 
seems sufficient to encapsulate 
what‘Adrian Noble and his 
designer, Anthony Ward, pro¬ 
ceed to lob at us m the BSC’S 
latest revival of the play. ’ . 

first, Scott Handy's fart-- 
guishiAg Drsinb and his vel- 
wtsrafedcourt Toll dreamily 
b eneat h -a yellowing moon 
listening to-soupy tunes on an 
antique phonograph. Then on 
rushes wiat looks Eke the cast 



who has also made a speciality 
.of playing slinky dukes and 
sinister cardinals for the RSC 
this fine actor is cast against 
expectation and rewards us.-/ 
’with a splendid portrait df’- 
embattled gravhas. Stalking 


hairnet and chain of office to 
confront. .. the revellers in 
Olivia’s' kitchen, he might be . 
Gladstone or Ifalraerstan in¬ 
ad v er tentl y tooled out as a 


of Casualty . They push round pantomime dame; Trundling ', 
a hospital bed containing Hel- ‘ through Olivia’s garden with 


W 


and 


en Schlesinger's half-drowned 
Viola and don’t forget to direct 


tier forged .love later, or 
making Iris stately progress 


dirty looks at the sea-captain, • towards her in a hmatBrydlow 
who stands smoking a smelly blazer, he cuts 'an equally 


idice 


old pipe. 

You-: prepare for a jokey 
Twelfth Night yttih foe. odd, 
evocative note echoing be¬ 
neath thefunr and that, on. the 
wfade, is what you get Some 
excellent actors, from Stephen 
Boocer as a.sharp! subversive 
Rate, to John- Quayle as a 

_f • m 11 - • i? _• a __I_I; • . _ 


: incongruous figure. • 

He also does much to ex- 
• ,‘pfam why toe rote has attract¬ 
ed*.so- many major actors.- 
'-There is a sensuality behind 
bis monolithic grandenr, A- 
de&neelessness that exposes 
itself in sudden sobs of joy 
when he decides .that Tns 


cfceerfullydimAguecheekina/ desirable' employer desires 
Garrick Chib'bow-tie, : give him. And . be is memorably 


<i» 


some lovely performances. A 
few of them tty to foject depth 
into the. proixedings. But . if 
you me baking for a truly 
rich, resonant.production of 
. theplay, f would recommend 
waiting - until this one has 
matured and mellowed a bit 
NobleVIUyria is a touchy- 
feely place, with surprising 
intensities simmering beneath 
the comic surface. Schlesing- 
ert gangling, frizzyiiaired Vi¬ 
ola delivers- the fines about 
Olivia'S beauty and build big a 
cabin at her gate with a 
seriousness the sweeter for 
being so artlessly honest. 
There are turbulent yearnings 
beneath Glare Hohtian’s Ofr 
via land ber funeral weeds. 
David CaWeTs Belch struts 
about inan awful green suit 
■ sporting a Biggles-era moas- 
< tache. yet suggestsvsoiaeof the 


foriora when he strapped, not 
in foe usual prison; but by 
chain : and cellar to foe inside 
of a kennel through whose 
roof he is. fed. dogTneal and. 
urine. Yet the picture of pom¬ 
posity Domed might, I think, 
have more impact in another 
production. 

Far be it from me to com¬ 
plain of the spirited invention 
that gives us sailor suits and 
chauffeurs costumes, a 10ft 
fridge packed with booze for 
Belch, a locker-room scene 
with naked male bodies for 
Vida to wince from, and a 
hilariously bawdy rendering 
of double entendres I had 
never previously perceived in 
the rondel "Hold toy peace". 
But they do create a mood 
that's unfriendly to the avoir¬ 
dupois Voss brings to Mal- 
voifo. Its as if a heavyweight 
has enlisted in a contest cus- 


vufoerabflijy and melancholy has enlisted in a contest cus- 
oftheageing, fading wastreL torafoadeforiightweights. 

•v--But toe performance of ! -vP-n 

evening comes from' Philip bEjVE PICT 

Voss as Malyofio.Tike Boxer, • .NIGHTINGALE 



Lack of animation 


THE Peacock did not so much 
resemble a theatre as a mo on 
opening night, a pen toll of 
sheep in the foyer, a paparazzi 
phoiocail with a live penguin, 
and actors on stage pretend¬ 
ing to be those Plasticine 
legends Wallace & Gromit In 
simple terms of cruelty to 
animals, it was the last‘who 
came off worst 

By tunning Nick Park'S bril¬ 
liant animations into human 
beings, Andrew Dawson, the 
creator of the stage show, loses 
half the magic at a single 
stroke. What is left are dog¬ 
eared bits of the Oscar-win¬ 
ning children’s stories that 
star the slippered inventor, 
Wallace, and his long-suffer¬ 
ing canine companion, 
Gromit 

Paul Fllipiak captures Wal¬ 
lace’s vocal tics and absent- 
mindedness quite brilliantly, 
and Gromit's eyebrows 
squirm resentfully whenever 
Wallace looks ar Joyce Hen¬ 
derson’s Wendolene. But how¬ 
ever good the actors are at 
impersonating Plasticine, they 
can never reproduce the mar¬ 
vellous ironic artistry of the 
animations. 

Dawson’S major improvisa¬ 
tion is Wallace’s latest inven¬ 
tion: a pan-theatrical caravan 
beautifully designed by Tom 
Piper thaf opens up to reveal a 
fully automated travelling the¬ 
atre. The clever bit is that with 
the help of a spinning costume 
chair and a remote control, the 
actors (Wallace, Gromit, 
Shaun toe sheep and Wal¬ 
lace’s heart-throb, Wendolene) 


" A Grand 
Night Out 

Peacock 


can take on ready-made bits of 
opera, drama, horror or bal¬ 
let. The joy of This invention, of 
course, is tftai it loses conirol. 
At one point Russ Edwards’s 
Gromit finds himself in a 
Hammer House horror wear¬ 
ing a Tutu and belting out 
opera. 

The villain of the piece 
Feathers Macgraw, a fiendish 
Penguin who wants to murder 
Wallace and Gromit. Unfortu¬ 
nately you have to know 
something of the original films 
to understand why. Why also 
does Angela Clerkin'? Penguin 
go about with a four-fingered 
rubber glove on her head, and 
what is the significance of an 
enormous pair of robotic trou¬ 
sers with a mind of their own? 

Too much time is spent 
looking for toe inconsequen¬ 
tial Beast of Wensleydale 
Moor. Too little when Feath¬ 
ers gets hold of the remote 
control and turns it into the 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre. 
“We’re being skewered like 
lamb kebabs,” shrieks Wendo¬ 
lene as toe spinning blades of 
steel saws descend from toe 
lighting rig. No such luck. 
This rare moment apart, the 
show flows with all the urgen¬ 
cy of animated treacle. 


James 

Christopher 


James’s peach 


Clare Holman as Olivia and Philip Voss as Malvolioc turbulent yearnings aid a splendid portrait of embattled gravitas 


NEW CLASSICAL CDS: Blistering Walton on a budget; great voices of Sadler’s Wells; dark and pungent Schubert 




Barry Millington 



■ WALTON 

Symphony No 1: Partita 

En gii’sh Northern 
Phfihannoma/Daniel 
Naxos8353180 ** £439 
WALTON’S First is his sym¬ 
phonic: masterpiece and it 
should have been the one to 
launch Naxos’s Walton series 
in the spring of 1996. But an 
unavoidable delay in produc¬ 
tion meant that the more 
^nationally detached Second 
Symphony appeared first It 
was an, excellent issue, but it is 
surpassed by tins cracking 
perfomt^pce of the First frr. 
which toe'English Northern 
Philharrbbiua play their socks 
off for Paul Daniel. 

The. rhythmic energy is al¬ 


most overwhelnfoig and tbe 
Scherzo, with its. jagged string 
figures and spitting wood¬ 
wind. positively: cores malice. 
Sadly, foe recorded sound 
does foe orchestra no favours: 
its rawness certainly 
emphasises the aggressive at¬ 
tack of toe strings, but it lacks 
depth and presence. StflL this 
blistering version, coupled 
with the virtuosic Partita and 
at a budget price, is well worth 
investigating 




John Higgins 


■ VARIOUS 

Stars of English Opera Vo! 3 
Dutton CDLX 7024-kick 
£939 

THOSE who .remember the 
Sadlers Wells Opera in its 


tfoys after the war are likely to 
seize on this latest piece of 
excellent remastering. One of 
the company’s revelations was 
Verdi’S Simon Boccanegra, 
previously unknown in this 
country. Here are three ex¬ 
tracts from foe Wells cast 
under the invigorating baton 
of Michael Mudie. Howell 
Glyrme shows his very sub¬ 
stantial bass in Fresco's aria 
from the Prologue. Arnold 
Matters in the title role begins. 
by sounding lightweight but 
then works up plenty of fer¬ 
vour in the Council Chamber 
scene. James Johnston, toe 
house’s favourite tenor, shines 
in toe Act II trio. - 
Gerald Davies gives a very 
stylish account of Rodolfo’s 
Boh&me aria in a previously 
unpublished recording. And 
there are two chances to hear 
Tano Ferendinos, a tenor who 


helped the Welsh National 
Opera to get off the ground. 
The tone can be sharp and 
bleaty, but it certainly has a 
keen cutting edge-. 

Among the more familiar 
names there are two Heddle 
Nash trades, and the first 
recording Ferrier made of Che 
faro (1944). 


Hilary Finch 


AN l:\DISiH Ti 0 CAREER BEST PERFORMANCE FROM STALLONE. 
IRRESISTIBLY ENTERTAINING THROUGHOUT. 


■ SCHUBERT 
Schubert Edition Vol 29 

UpovsekJJohnson 
Hyperion. CDJ33029 kkk 
£19.49 

MARJANA LIPOVSEK'S 
mezzo-soprano is one of the 
more pungent aromas to rise 
from the ever-simmering Hy¬ 
perion Schubert Edition. The 
warm, dark bloom in her voice 
immediately distinguishes her 
performance of Abendbilder. 
creating low-lying mists over 
the evening landscape, as 
Graham Johnson's piano 
playing touches in toe tolling 


of a bell, the light of toe first 
stars. 

LipovSek’s voice is also ide¬ 
ally suited to the dark auster¬ 
ity of toe four Hvmnes of 
Novalis. Schubert's grave 
settings of their metaphysical 
ruminations can be tricky to 
bring off. but Lipovsek and 
Johnson succeed through a 
shrewd sense for their pacing 
and inner pulse. 

This volume focuses on the 
songs of 1819 and 182). when 
Schubert was frequenting lit¬ 
erary and reading circles, 
discovering and rediscovering 
toe poetry of Mayrhofer. 
Schiller — and of Schlegel, 
whose Waldesnacht rings 
with the forest-horror of the 
German psyche in UpovSek’s 
exciting interpretation. 

A frequent bonus in this 
Schubert Edition is the guest 
appearance of a rising young 


singer. Here the baritone Na¬ 
than Berg rises to the chall¬ 
enge of the 19-minute 
Einsamkeit {Solitude ) in his 
central performance of a work 
which has been called the first 
of the songeydes. 


* Worth hearing 
*4t Worth considering 
■kick Worth buying 


ANY doctor should know 
something is wrong when he 
cant hear his awn heart — 
even with a stethoscope. Near 
the climax of the Gate’s careful 
but emotionally charged pro¬ 
duction of The Heiress , Dr 
Sloper (Des Cave) performs 
just such a self-examination, 
and though he may have 
scuttled his only daughter's 
chance of happiness, he hears 
nothing but signs of a conges¬ 
tion that will not lift. 

The Henry James revival, 
which has so far been largely 
cinematic, hits Dublin with a 
careful but profoundly mov¬ 
ing production of Ruth and 
Augustus Goetz’S rather stiff¬ 
necked 1940s stage version of 
toe novelist's Washington 
Square, in which love and 
money mix with quiet but 
destructive consequences. 

James’s tale of toe doomed 
relationship between Cather¬ 
ine (Donna Dent), a woman 
whose most fetching quality is 
deemed to be her dowry, and 
Morris (Stephen Hogan), a 
personable wastrel with no 
scruples about how he will 
attain the good life, is formi¬ 
dably subtle. Despite the 
fairytale flavour of toe story— 
the untrustworthy suitor is 
the Big Bad Wolf in town wear 
— its moral remains jauntily 
uncertain. 

Michael Rodman's produc¬ 
tion. featuring a set crammed 
with cornices and pilasters, is 
almost aggressively naturalis¬ 
tic. But when the emotions on 


IboHalw 

'Gate, Dublin 


stage are so off-centre, so 
painfully somnambulistic, 
there is no call for a set of 
jagged abstraction. 

Cave's pugnacious Dr Slop¬ 
er is almost charming bur 
overpowering ly self-righteous, 
and Hogan's Morris keeps 
handsomely dumb as to 
whether he is aware what a 
monster he is. Susan Fitzger¬ 
ald’s Lavinian has a touch of 
pantomime dame in her 
squeaky prying. 

Almost everything, how¬ 
ever. depends on Catherine, 
who is many things at once. 
She is never really as gullible 
as she acts, and always a little 
cleverer than she is able to 
reveal. As such, Catherine is 
the key to rendering the novel 
on stage. In this crucial role. 
Rudman draws an impres¬ 
sive. restrained and subtle 
performance from Dent. 

As Catherine is always 
looking around for words that 
will not come. Dent is forced to 
work as much through sharp, 
spare body language, as 
through anything she says. 
The vocabulary Dent conjures 
for this task is magnificently 
effective. So effective, indeed, 
that she remains as expressive 
with her back turned to the 
audience. 


Luke Clancy 


MARIA CALLAS 


923 - 1977 


v v j i; 


is nrssea ov so r r;any. 


CDs reviewed fan The 
Times can be ordered 
from tbe Times Music 
Shop on 0345 G2349S 
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Philanthropy and forced labour: Linda Collev on the cruelties and contradictions of the trade that enslaved 11 milhon jgulg 


Commerce 
in chains 


B ritons". James 
Thomson famously 
asserted in 1740, 
“never will be 
slaves." This narcissistic cele¬ 
bration of liberty at home 
coincided with Britain over¬ 
taking Portugal as the world’s 
prime dealer in other coun¬ 
tries' slaves. The Portuguese 
had pioneered the Atlantic 
slave trade, and would persist 
in it until 1863. British involve¬ 
ment was much briefer, but 
more than made up for this in 
numbers. Some 2.6 million 
men, women and children 
would be herded into stinking 
ships, violent death or lifelong 
bondage — because of us. 

Hugh Thomas's massive 
and magisterial survey of this 
trade is a remarkable synthe¬ 
sis of recent scholarship with 
many virtues. One of these is 
his refusal "to speak of outrage 
on every page." Some may 
condemn him" for this. Yet, as 
with The Holocaust, bringing 
too much emotion to the 
chronicle of slavery can be 
obfuscatory and is anyway 
superfluous. The bare facts are 
outrageous enough. 

As Thomas demonstrates, 
they are also complicated. 
Buying and selling slaves was 
never at any time a European 
monopoly. And slavery as an 
institution long preoeded both 
the rise of capitalism and the 
heyday of empire. At its peak. 
Ancient Rome absorbed some 
half a million slaves a year. 
The peoples of “Dark Age" 
and early medieval Europe, 
too. regularly preyed on each 
other for slaves, seizing them 
in raids and routinely enslav¬ 
ing prisoners of war. 

Yet by 1200, many of the 
more northerly parts of 
Europe had come to view 
slavery as imcompatible with 


THE SLAVE TRADE 
The History of the 
Atlantic Slave Trade, 
1440-1370 
By Hugh Thomas 
Picador. £25 
ISBN 0330 35437 X 


Christianity. Even in the late 
16th century, both Amsterdam 
and Bordeaux would refuse to 
sell slaves on moral grounds. 
And in 1618 an Englishman 
called Richard Jobson could 
rebuke an Arab slaver with the 
proud (if by then inaccurate) 
boast that "we were a people 
who did not trade in any such 
commodity". 

Three developments (and 
perhaps, as we shall see. a 
fourth) made trading in slaves 
once again broadly acceptable 
throughout this Continent. 
First, the colonisation of the 
New World: second, growing 
European appetite for a range 
of extra-European and labour- 
intensive crops, sugar, coffee, 
cotton: and third the rise of 
nation states whose govern¬ 
ments. always hungry for 
revenue, were eager for a stake 
in human gold. 

A s the first Europeans 
to forge empires in 
the Americas, Spain 
and Portugal were 
likewise the first to ship slaves 
there. They, were reluctant, 
often forbidden to drive the 
indigeneous Indians into their 
mines and plantations, and 
anyway too many of these 
were dying from contact with 
unfamiliar diseases. Import¬ 
ing African slaves seemed the 
cheapest solution: and by the 
1620s some 200.000 were ar¬ 
riving every year. By then. 


though, other nations were 
competing. London acquired 
its own Royal Africa Company 
in 1672, with the future James 

II serving as its President and 
leading shareholder. This roy¬ 
al connexion with the British 
slave trade would persist until 
its abolition in 1807, a step 
vigorously opposed by George 

III and aU but one of his sons. 

Why did so many Europe¬ 
ans (though never just Europe¬ 
ans) concur for so long in such 
a cruel trade? Why indeed 
were so many apparently 
oblivious to its cruelties? Liver¬ 
pool. a port which rose to 
prominence on the backs of 
slaves, cheerfully ornamented 
its Exchange with the carved 
heads of Africans. Here, as in 
New England, it was not 
unknown for Quakers to in¬ 
volve themselves in the trade. 
And many evidently saw no 
inconsistency between philan¬ 
thropy at home and selling 
human flesh abroad. Benja¬ 
min Franklin, for instance, 
remembered the Glaswegian 
slave trader, Richard Oswald, 
as “a truly good man" 

In many cases, one suspects, 
the slave trade was rational¬ 
ised in much the same terms 
as participation in the arms 
trade is rationalised now. Nat¬ 
urally. the innocent suffered. 
And this was regrettable. But 
the trade was a necessary evil 
which would go on regardless. 
So why not profit from h? But 
understanding why so many 
whites enslaved so many 
blacks must surely also in¬ 
volve a discussion of racism. 
And Thomas’s neglect of this 
point is a major lacuna in a 
valuable work. 

He is right to point out that 
not all slaves were black and 
that many slavers were not 
white. Even as late as 1807 


there were more slaves in 
Africa, serving African societ¬ 
ies. than there were in the 
Americas; the Arabs' slave 
trade persisted long after most 
Europeans had pulled out 
And he is right to remind us of 
the achievements of die aboli¬ 
tionists in this country and 


others in die late 18th and 19th 
centuries. 

Nonetheless, and as he con¬ 
cedes, the evidence suggests 
that while Europeans and 
Americans were often pecu¬ 
liarly cruel to slaves. And this 
was partly because of their 
skin colour. Because of this. 


there was moral blindness pulled out from ft. By the time ships supplying Cuba’s pLan- 
and, at worst, sadism and ' Brazil stopped importing rations with blacks in the 1860s 
sexual abuse. One manual for slaves, in 1851. there were six were American-owned, as, of 
plantation owners advised po- millfoii slaves in that country: course, were the cotton planta- 
tential purchasers to pay par- twice as many as in the 1790s. ’ dons of thedeep South. By the 
tiailar attention to a slave's And although the United end. well over 11,000,000 souls 
penis before buying him. . ’ States had forbidden its dd- bad been taken by force over 
And the trade went on long zens to trade in slaves interna- what medieval Arabs called 
after the British formally tionally, nine-tenths of the toe‘Green Sea of Darkness". 


Mother knows best 


ny Trollope, writer 
ather of rhe more fam- 


F annj 
mot 

ous Anthony, was in¬ 
deed, as the subtitle of this new 
biography has it, a “clever 
woman". But she was young 
at a time when (if Jane Austen 
is to be believed) a woman who 
“has the misfortune of know¬ 
ing anything, should conceal it 
as well as she can." 

There is a great deal of 
speculation and a lack of hard 
evidence as Pamela NeviJIe- 
Sington’s pages (overflowing 
with phrases such as "seems to 
have been", “no doubt" and 
“may well hare") at last reach 
1809. the year of Frances 
Milton’s marriage to Thomas 
Anthony Trollope, an unsuc¬ 
cessful barrister with an in¬ 
creasingly irritable tempera¬ 
ment. It is not clever to marry 
the wrong person, but Fanny 
Trollope’s hugely successful 
career as a writer was a direa 
result of that union. 

Eighteen years later, her life 
made miserable by debt and 
her husband’s gloom, Mrs 
Trollope decided to try a new 
life in America. Leaving 12- 
ycar-old Anthony at school, 
she set off with three of her 
children, two servants and a 
vouns French artist. Auguste 


Ann Thwaite 


FANNY TROLLOPE 
The Life and 
Adventures of a 
Clever Woman 
By Pamela Neville- 
Singtoo 
Viking, £20 
ISBN 0 670859052 


Hervieu, whose skills and 
loyalty would compensate for 
the gossip he caused. Their 
destination was Nashoba, 
Tennessee, which they 
thought to be a utopian com¬ 
munity “dedicated to educat¬ 
ing slaves in preparation for 
their eventual emancipation". 

Nashoba was a disaster — 
“three roofless log cabins in a 
malaria-ridden swamp". They 
moved on to Cincinnati, where 
Fanny devised some bizarre 
money-making shows for the 
deprived population before 
being bankrupted by the fail¬ 
ure or an ambitious project, a 
sort of mammoth shopping 
and entertainment mall. In 
!S3I Mrs Trollope returned to 
England with the half-com¬ 
pleted manuscript of her flrst 
book: Domestic Manners of 



Fanny: admired and abused 

the Americans, now reissued 
as a Penguin Classic (£8.99). 

America was then Indeed a 
New World. As she wrote, "it 
was hardly better known than 
Fairy Land; and the American 
character had not been more 
deeply studied than that of the 
Anthropophagi". The bode is 
the only one. of the 41 Mrs 
Trollope wrote over the next 24 
years, that still survives. In 
1839 the New Monthly Maga¬ 
zine declared: "No other au¬ 
thor of her time has been at 
once so much read, so much 
admired and so much 
abused." 

Her biographer claims no 


more than that she providkt 
“good circulating, library 
fare". but,. Emily Tennyson 
was not the only one to find 
her “unreadable" and Robert 
Browning not the only one to 
describe her writing as “coarse 
and vulgar". However, fortu¬ 
nately. human beings, as Mrs 
Browning put it, are often 
"better than their books". This 
seems to have been the case 
with Fanny Trollope, who 
comes across as not only an 
industrious and energetic 
woman but as an immensely 
attractive character. 

It is all the more of a pity 
that Pamela Neviile-Sington 
has given us a book that has 
all the signs of being an 
insufficiently digested and re¬ 
constructed academic thesis, 
even if it is not Over and over 
again (once six times on one 
page) novels are quoted and 
fictitious characters jostle with 
and distract from the real 
people we are frying to imag¬ 
ine. The italicised titles of 
books, the numbers for source 
notes, the asterisks and dag¬ 
gers for footnotes and the 
footnotes themselves, litter the 
pages. The research is thor¬ 
ough. but the compelling story 
is not given a proper chance. 


The name, not 


JONATHAN LITTLEJOHN 



OF ALL the derer things done 
by the creators of the world's 
first doned animal, one of the 
deverest was to give her a 
name. It is harder to react with 
horror to a sheep named Dolly 
than it would hare been to an 
nameless animal, or to one 
given a number, Brave New 
World-style. By such small 
accidents are our responses 
shaped, though it is doubtful 
that the scientists at the Roslin 
Research Institute had any 
such manipulation in mind. 

Some people, of course, 
were horrified anyway. A flur¬ 
ry of legislators set out to draft 
laws to prevent the method 
being used on humans. Gina 
Kolata, a science writer on the 
New York Times, has now 
written the first book-length 
account of the science that led 
to Dolly. It is an excellent 
guide to the science and the 
history of doning. 

Dolly’s birth did not spring 
unheralded into public con¬ 
sciousness. Indeed, one of the 
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problems is that our minds 
have been ali-too-well pre¬ 
pared by Mary Shelley and 
her successors. But Dolly was 
also born at a time when 
people are more unsure about 
the implications of science 
than ever before. As life expec¬ 
tancy increases, the risk of 
most kinds of accident de¬ 
clines, and toe shadow of 
nuclear war recedes, the para¬ 
dox is that people are worry¬ 
ing more, not less. 

There was also a scientific 
background touched by scan¬ 
dal In 1975 a notorious book. 
In his Image: the Cloning of a 
Man had claimed the success- 



Dolly: the result of careful synchronisation of the cell cycle 


fill doning of a human being- 
lb ough eventually discredit¬ 
ed, it muddied toe waters. 
Then claims by a young 
German professor at the; Univ¬ 
ersity of Geneva to hare 
cloned mice were the subject of 
a fraud inquiry. Although it 
found the case unproven, no 
more mice were ever produced 
by his method. 

By toe early 1990s. Kolata 
says, doning in mammals was 
taken seriously by compara¬ 
tively few sdentists. Cloning 
by embryo division was al¬ 
ready possible. but seemed to 
have little future. Quietly Ian’ 
Wilmut and Keith Campbell 


began work at Roslin. and 
proved that by careful 
synchronisation of the cell 
eyrie, an adult cell could be 
persuaded to act like that of an 
embryo. Dolly was theresult 
Kolata proves an able guide, 
free of tiidte and avoiding 
exaggerated attitudes. She 
readies no firm conclusions 
about the future of cloning, 
but that is not a fault. Better, 
perhaps, to allow toe fact of 
Dolly to become accepted be¬ 
fore we leap to conclusions 
about what we think of ft. Now 
that fact has almost caught up 
with fiction, time may make it 
seem less alarming. 
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WILLIAM DAM PIER was a 
nautical explorer at a time 
when Australia was as remote 
as Mars. He was an unusually 
Talented navigator, and, as 
Anton Gill puts it in his 
biography, "pioneered sea¬ 
ways which opened the oceans 
to toe major expeditions of the 
18th century, which in turn 
would be instrumental in lay¬ 
ing toe foundations of the 
British Empire." 

But his was an era in which 
distinctions were blurred, and 
Dampier was also a pirate. 

Bora in Somerset in 1651 
into a poor, rural family. 
Dampier was 18 when he first 
set sail. Failing to make his 
fortune as a trader in the 
Caribbean, he fell into a more 
lucrative career as a pirate. He 
was an opportunistic explorer 
until 1699. when the Royal 
Navy dispatched him to Aus¬ 
tralia (then New Holland) in 
the Roebuck- Dampier and his 
crew were the first English¬ 
men to set foot on northwest 
Australia but the journey end¬ 
ed in disaster when Dampier 
was court martiailed for mal¬ 
treating an officer. 

After that, Dampier went 
back to pirating. He was in a 
former Danish slaver when it 
picked up a Moskito Indian 
abandoned on Juan Fernan¬ 
dez. and on the island again in 
1709 when Alexander Selkirk 
was rescued. Selkirk, and to a 
lesser extern the Indian, be¬ 
came the models for Defoe’s 
Robinson Crusoe. 

Dampier’s first publication, 
A New Voyage Round the 


Pirate 
pioneer 
of the 
banana 

Sara Wheeler 


THE DEVIL’S 
MARINER 
William Dampier, 
Pirate and Adventurer 
ByAotoaGUl 
Michael Joseph. £20 
ISBS 0713141148 


World, reveals a sharpeyed 
interest in natural history and 
a gift for description: “The sea 
was already roaring in a white 
foam about us: a dark night 
coming on. and no land in 
sight to shelter us. and our 
little ark in danger to be 
swallowed by every wave; 
and, what was worst of all. 
none of us thought ourselves 
prepared for another world." 
He was largely self-taught, 
and his instruments had bare¬ 
ly evolved from those used in 
the Middle Ages. 

Gill is a co mmi tted apolo¬ 
gist; but none the less. Dampi¬ 
er emerges from these pages 
as a hopeless leader, a drinker 


and a man deficient in moral 
scruples. He was toe first 
person to tell us about ba¬ 
nanas chough, and The Devil's 
Manner is a colourful yam. 
Besides a grisly catalogue of 
piratical torture we see Dam¬ 
pier pricking sea lions to death 
for fim and pulling a two-foot- 
kmg worm out of his foot. Gill 
describes crews filling eight- 
gallon jars with tortoise oil (a 
butter substitute) in the Gala¬ 
pagos and reveals that toe 
officials of what is now North 
Vietnam were eunuchs who 
were not only castrated but 
"docked smack smooth". 

Fitting for a man bom In 
East Coker. Dam pier's story 
has a literary bent. His pub¬ 
lished works were edited by 
John Masefield, Swift’s Gulli¬ 
ver refers to “my cousin Dam¬ 
pier" and Coleridge advised 
travel writers to use his style 
as a model. 

ANTON GILL, however, is 
not a natural writer. He is at 
his worst when indulging in 
the exclamation mark, 
scourge of all prose. (Writing 
of Damper’s temper, he says, 
“When it shows, it shows!*) 
The trouble with biographical 
subjects alive several hundred 
years ago is that they usually 
remain elusive. In Gilt's case 
this leads to some desperate 
thrashing around in the chop¬ 
py waters of conjecture. 
"Dampier may have been 
homosexual, despite his mar¬ 
riage." suggests Gill, “but 
there is no evidence for this." 
Gawd! 



I n 1963, while Octavio Paz 
was Mexico* Ambassa¬ 
dor toIndra. he received a 
telegram from Brussels in¬ 
forming him that he had been 
awarded the Knckkele Zoute 
International Prize for Party. - . 
Paz. who came to receive 
world attention as the winner 
of the Nobei Prize in 1990, was 
disturbed by the news.' “Prizes 
were public. poems private, if 
I accepted the prize, wouldn't I 
be revealing the secret and 
betraying myself?" 

To find him an answer. Ids 
friend Raja Rao. the novelist, 
and essayist,. took _ him.; to 
Mother Ananda Mai in Delhi* 
She smilled at. Paz and 
chucked him an orange, which 
he duly caught, and mtapret- 
ed as a sign from her that'life* 
is a game and nothing retire. 
Later she laughed at him. 
“What vanity*. Be humble and 
accept this prize. But accept it 
knowing that it is worth tittle 
or nothing, like all prizes."' . 

Entertaining and revealing - 
anecdotes such as this one are 
rare in this bode, which con¬ 
cerns itself with lofty matters, 
such as the "search for: the 
self" and the answer to the 
question that India -poses ® 
everyone who visits it. Ik Light 
of India is a book'fall of 
interpretations on a universal' 
scale, a hybrid collection of 
reflections and generalisa¬ 
tions. Paz is an aristocratic 
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- commentator with- a compen¬ 
dious knowledge of human 
history. He-gives us potted 
histories of GandhL Jinnah, 
Nehru told toe Mughals, but. 

. his main concern is to distil a 
kind of poetic 'understanding 
from the things hesees around 
him. To read some of his - 
flighty,- befuddled pronounce¬ 
ments is like placing yours# 

- la the hands' of a knqwledge- 
. able but intoncaied.acadamc. 

Rumer Godden's novel be- 
i gins ini London's^ Inns of 
Court. A Nataraja Shiva.-, 
which is a sacred'statue of toe 
danang ga& has gone miss-■ 
ing from its shrine .in the 
Patna nta.Il Hotel in lridia. lt 
has turned up in die hands of a 
Canadian antiques dealer, Mr 
Cromartie. who is apprehend¬ 
ed by Scotland Yard what he- 


.tries to sell it 
art house in 
Indian Govt 
Cromartie a su 
recovering toe 
but Cromartii 
suing them for 
. young, hand! 
coming barri 
Dean, sets ofl 
the mysterjou 
the lavish. ( 
which is run 1 
expatriate. Mis 

T hus far. 1 
based oil 
sharp a 
But when toe 
India, the d 
scenes seem ti 
some nostalgic 
colonial Indis 
labours under 
cultural excur 
: local marketp 
and Kings-sty 
Indian gods ; 
and their ui 
sculpture. 
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^ygger Scraton is rocked and rolled by the revolution that has placed pop at the top of the political charts 

W& Just add a pinch of Spice IH? 


T elevision, pop music 
and mass-marker Sms 

have greatly afford 
the course of recent politics. 
The ordinary voter depends 
for information on television 
and the tabloid press, and for 
inspiration on Oasis and the 
Spice Girls. And the first 
requiremeot far political suc¬ 
cess is a face that looks 
plausibleon the screen, and a 
message'that can be transmit¬ 
ted in sound-bites. Nobody 
thinks this to be an improve- 
ment over the days when 
politicians ■were rarely seen 
and heard only in the course 
of complicated speeches on the 
radio. Butit is the way things 
are and we must make the 
best of it 

Human beings have a natu¬ 
ral respect for power and a 
natural desire to believe that 
power is legitimate. In the 
days when high culture exert¬ 
ed power, therefore. It was 
also respected. It enhanced the 
authority of de Gaulle that his 



first act on liberating Paris 
should be to arrange a stale 
funeral for Valery. It was a 
phis for Macmillan that he sat 
in the House of Commons 
reading Thucydides, and con¬ 
ducting orchestras made even 
Heath sewn human. Harold 
Wilson tried to honour the 
Beatles, but this gesture 
apart, no po litician until re¬ 
cent times has thought it 
necessary to show any interest 
in the world of popular enter¬ 
tainment. Far It was thought 
to be a world dF ephemera: 
powerless, transitory and In¬ 
capable of influencing the 
course of history.' 

The mass media have 
changed all that Pop “cul¬ 
ture'', as John Street calls it is . 
now a major political force. 
The last election saw the party 
leaders scrambling to prove 


their credentials as admirers 
of the Spice Girls, and the 
funeral of Diana, Princess of 
Wales sticks in the mind (and 
the gullet] largely because 
Elton John stole the show. 
Stealing the show is indeed as 
much the goal of modem 
politics as the aim of every pop 
star, and the fact that Tony 
Blair is so good at it explains 
the phenomena] success of his 
party. 

- During the 1960s there 
arose an academic subject 
called “cultural studies", os¬ 
tensibly devoted to the study 
of. popular culture but in fad 
built around a sub-Marxist 
agenda. Its aim was to recruit 
the world of pop and tele¬ 
vision to the cause of 
organised dissent. Street has 
dearly been greatly influ¬ 
enced by cultural studies, and 


POLITICS AND 
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believes that popular culture 
has been a "source of political 
resistance" throughout its 
history. In his view, govern¬ 
ments try desperately to con¬ 
trol this liberating force, by 
censorship and propaganda, 
but are never able to negate its 
subversive effect on the "bour¬ 
geois" order. This is the 
opposite of the old Marxist 
view, typified by Adorno, 
which saw popular entertain¬ 
ment (and popular music 
especially] as part of “bour¬ 
geois ideology," designed pre¬ 


cisely to secure the acquies¬ 
cence of the masses in the 
system that exploited them. 

So there: take a couple of 
confliaing Marxist views, and 
you can turn anything, even 
pop culture, into an academic 
subject. People who would 
otherwise stay at home play¬ 
ing with the video and the CD 
player can now go to univer¬ 
sity and play with them there. 
A vast, jargon-infested Litera¬ 
ture has grown out of this 
obsession, and Street takes us 
on a tour of it. coming to few 
conclusions and never defin¬ 
ing his subject except through 
examples. If we mean foe 
word “culture", in the sense 
made familiar by the anthro¬ 
pologists, then popular cul¬ 
ture does not consist merely in 
songs and soaps. Religion, 
manners and habits of dress 


are at least as important — 
and were originally far more 
important. 

Moreover, these are not 
normally “sources of political 
resistance", but, on the con¬ 
trary. ways of living with the 
fact of political power. If..on 
foe rather hand, you mean 
“culture" in the sense that 
critics use the term. I doubt 
that pop songs and television 
soaps are a form of culture at 
all. For they are set outside the 
range of critical judgment and 
produced solely to satisfy pop¬ 
ular taste, and never to edu¬ 
cate it. 

It dearly needed much 
study to persuade Street that 
pop is a subversive force, and 
that the “offidal culture" is 
constantly trying to silence iL 
For every public space in our 
country is filled by pop, no¬ 


body is prepared to listen to a 
word against it, our politi¬ 
cians of all persuasions seek 
endorsement from those who 
produce and market it, and 
the few people who know it for 
foe moral and spiritual 
disaster that it is are an 
endangered species, though 
one which will never be 
protected by foe conser¬ 
vationists. 

Bur then. Street has read 
much, bur very selectively. 
Nowhere do foe arguments of 
Humboldt, Coleridge, Arnold. 
Leavis, Eliot, or the other 
defenders of high culture get a 
look in; never does he set up 
for himself a serious dissent¬ 
ing voice — a voice that will 
dissent from dissent. His book 
illustrates a sad truth: that the 
voice of high culture has 
disappeared from foe modern 
academy, and what remains 
is merely the pathology of 
social diseases, produced 
largely by those infected with 
them. 


Peter Stofoard chips away at a racy 
tale of scandal and statuary 


T hroughout the nine years tif 
their niarriage. Lady Elgin'S 
husband lost his nose (to a 
disease that looked unhappily 
like syphilis); his money (and much of 
her money too) and the good name that 
he hoped - would forever attach to his 
marbles. As a; result he also lost his 
wife to a wealthier and wiser man 
who had to endure one of foe messier 
divorce suits of 19th cerinuy Scotland. 
This book is called The Elgin Affair 
and its subject is the “abduction" of foe 
Parthenon ; sculptures and the 
“passipns it aroused" Butt it is Lady 
Elgin'S -affair, not Lard Elgin's, that 
a rousts the real passions of foe author. 

In the past200years there have been 
many .bodes bewail- - • ' 

mg the .fate of the- 
Par thenon at'.yithe THE ELG 
hands of the Turfed ByTheod 

the French, foe Greeks; Seeker a Wc 
themselves andr^Sf ISBNO 4 

course, the perfidious 
Scotsman. Elgin. ... . 

Most have shown at least some small 
concern for the sculptures themselves 
and their place in Greek history, 
European culture arid the story of 
man’s image of man. This one barely 
touches upon tbe marbles at all. It 
reads like foe notes for a romping 
romance, and one thrit might have 
been written just as easily about the 
theft ofa.few rubies from a Biarritz 
safe-deposit 

Writers of adventure novels (and 
owners of rare rubies) have long 
known that foe' best way to protect 
jewels Iran thieves is to invent a curse 
upon all who come into illegal posses¬ 
sion of them. Vrettos makes much of 
Lord Byron's propaganda poem, 77ie 
Curse of Minerva, which describes foe 
goddess’s anger at seeing her t emple 
despoiled by a man who carted much* 
of it away to England and carved his 
name on what remained. Byron’S 
Minerva curses Elgin, his homeland 
and his children. Vrettos writes with a 
novelist's certainty that this prophecy 
was amply fulfilled. 

“This licence allows him to wallow in 
the story of Elgin's ruin, foe hostile 


reception he received in England, not 
least from The Times, and his marital 
miseries. It also allows him to neglect 
such tedious historian's problems as 
whether Elgin had the legal authority 
to remove foe marbles and whether, if 
he had not. they would have survived 
in anything like the good state in which 
they stand m London today. 

He dearly would like to see the 
marbles returned to Athens. But he 
takes little part in the argument about 
why or how or with what effect this 
restitution ought be achieved. Anyone 
who wants to hear a proper aesthetic 
and political case should buy Christo¬ 
pher Hitchens’s brilliant 1967 polemic. 
The Elgin Marbles: should they be 

_ • .' ..returned to Greece?, 

now republished in a 
THE ELGIN AFFAIR.- . verso paperback. 
ByTheoitae Yrettpc^.. Lady. Elgin would. 

Seeker 3 Waibur£JTi99. almost certainly have 
ISBN 04362O4/&T ' r '." -; * agreed with the 
— ■■ — restituters. The glori¬ 
ous catalyst that the 
marbles provided for European art 
meant nothing to a woman who always 
p refeued heather to sculpture arid 
prized good God-fearing Scots far 
above Athenian heathens of any age. 

Maiy Nisbet had been married only 
seven months when her husband was 
apppoiuted as George ill’s Ambassa¬ 
dor to Constantinople in 1799. At her 
first brush with political and archaeo¬ 
logical, mtrigue in Naples, she was so 
unworldly, Vrettos tells us, that she 
balked at sharing even a roof with tbe 
infamous Emma Hamilton and her 
lover, Lord Nelson. A few months 
exposure to the Orient— and a friendly 
female mauling at foe hands of the 
Sultan’s harem — may have loosened 
her up a little. But she never wanned to 
marble-hunting. 

Two separate forces dominated her 
life. The first was her husband's 
obsession with Greek art this began as 
a desire to.make paintings and casts in 
TUricislHtontrolled Athens and ended 
with his controversial decision to bring 
foe original sculptures back to London. 
The second was foe intermittent war at . 
the time between England. France and 



Artifact that was foe agent of Lord Elgin’s ruin: head of a horse, from foe east pediment of the Parthenon, now in the British Museum 


Turkey; foe varying fortunes in this 
conflict had much foe greatest impact 
on whether Lady Elgin might ever be 
able to get her husband — still without 
his nose but at least with some marbles 
and money — back home to their 
Scottish estates. 


W hen Nelson’s navy was 
protecting the Turks from 
foe French, foe authorities 
in Constantinople were 
happy to allow the British Ambassador 
to take away bits of stone for which 
they themselves had neither admira¬ 
tion nor use. When foe politicians of 
London took a different course, the 
Turks would suddenly find the Parthe¬ 
non to be a vital imperial interest 
There were French rivals to Lord Elgin 
who had been at foe task much longer. 
But they lacked a navy that could 
protea their interests so well. 

The French did, however, have the 
last laugh. In 1803, when the Elgins 
were almost home with thdr treasure, 
they succeeded in locking his lordship 
away in a prism at Lourdes. Lady 
Elgin was allowed to return to Scotland 


accompanied by a certain Robert 
Fergusson whose possession of a nose, 
a large fortune, his freedom and no 
known penchant for Parthenon mar¬ 
bles made him a highly attractive 
prospect to her. The subsequent di¬ 
vorce papers, with their eloquent 
testimony to carnal connections at No 
60 Baker Street and in Fortune and 
Blackwell’s Edinburgh hotel, make 
much foe most readable pan of this 
book. 

To glean foe narrative from the other 
chapters may require some readers to 
suspend their sense of appropriate 
prose. "The Sicilian sky was on fire 
when HMS Phaeton dropped anchor 
off Palermo," begins chapter one. “A 
thousand minarets jabbed at the 
cloudless sky, while in the bustling 
harbour of Constantinople ...” begins 
chapter two. And so on until Lady 
Elgin's lonely final days when "she 
could hear Athena'S vengeful curse as 
she stood there paralysed, terrified by 
the relentless surge of time, the fierce 
growth of grass under her feet, foe 
thunderous pulse of foe firth on 
Scotland’s ribs." 


The shavings of 
a life stuck down 


When the personal is political 


I n this biography foe rational 
Patricia HolUs has chosen the 
route of disaggregation: Jennie 
Lee’s political work in one set of 
chapters, her personal life, including 
her life with Nye Sevan, in another. We 
are ferried back and forth, often 
running over events already described 
and inevitably needing to be. repeated.' 
Yet we are never lost. 

The least satisfactory parts relate to 
Jennie's own politics and her political 
life before the 1960s. While acknowl¬ 
edging Jennie's socialism to be central 
to bom her. personal and public life, 
inducing her relationship with Nye. its 
nature is never really explored. Nor is 
there much of an attempt to chart its 
development. Given the mass of docu¬ 
mentation available, there, are few 
direct quotations charaderising Jen¬ 
nie's own political thought at. the 
various periods of her life. • 

The author is' not quite at home with 
this aspect of her subject, writing from 

a perspective which often characterises 

Jennie'S political beliefs as “opposi¬ 
tionist", “sectarian" and_"far-Iefr (pejo¬ 
rative words not much in cpmmanuse 
■mi! foe 1970s and 19S0s). Less than 
jv =*«.lone to the ideological drrving 
force behind so mudilaboar pofitira of 
foe 20th century, foe politics in which 
Jennie Lee was nurtured and to which 
she waicommitted. 

Les s than justice Is. done to some .on 
Jennie’S ’ political work', as weU ^-; 
despite tbe wefl-researched accounting - 
of iL When she lost her.seat in .1931 and 
spent 15 years, opposing fesasmand 
campaigning for socialism . 

life Spain, -foe United States and foe 
Soviet Union, writing andI lecturingn? 
foe midst of many of m* mm 



Aneorin Bevah and Jennie Lee sign the marriage register, 1934 
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.important events of this turbulent 
: period ; or defying foe wartime 
electoral truce in Bristol — this is 
described as time in the “wilderness". 

The author's rentral interest — and 
best work — relates to Jennie Lee as a 
.- career politician in the Labour Fatty— 
Jennie as MP and as minister in a 


Labour government MP she wanted to 
be, buta ministerial career was not her 
own uppermost ambition as is evident 
in her return to Parliament in 1945 
when she threw her political lot in with 
Nye Bevan: “Nye is my best hope of 
seeing the Labour Movement kept on 
socialist lines." Patricia Hollis sees this 
as subordinating her career to Wye’s. 

But it is fair comment in view of foe 
evidence presented, which suggests 
that Jennie Lee looked all her life for 
powerful, older men to keep her going. 
The account of Jennie's indulged 
upbringing by her father and grandfe- 
foer, her clinging affair with the older, 
married MP. Frank Wise, her later 
dependence on Arnold Goodman and 


Harold Wilson — all are sensitively 
analysed. The author particularly has 
.the full measure of Jennie as foe 
woman who passionately disliked tra¬ 
ditional “women's concerns", and these 
passages are among the best in the 
biography, throwing light on a little- 
examined comer of feminist history. 

Jennie's and Nye’S own complex 
relationship is lovingly charted in the 
way it formed and flowered and lasted 
beyond the grave, while there are clear 
accounts of Jennie's working and 
family relationships, hiding noneof the 
less admirable aspects of her character 
nor glossing over foe many contradic¬ 
tions between class-consciousness and 
Labour aristocracy in the lives 
described. The measure of foe author's 
success in recreating foe tempestuous 
and opinionated Jennie is that she 
manages to elirit our admiration and 
affection for a woman whom she shows 
to have been disliked by most of those 
who ever worked with her — even if 
loved py the wider Labour world. 

The biography is at its best when 
dealing with what the author calls “the 
de-poti rirised Jennie" of the later years. 
The discrete accounts of the Ministry of 
foe Aits ami foe founding of foe Open 
University go well beyond Jennie’s role 
in either and become mini-histories in 
their own right: shrewd, balanced, 
informative and foil of insights into 
these two near-mythical creations of 
Wilson’s Labour Government which 
have gone on reverberating down the 
years. As twin records, they are 
unlikel y to be bettered anywhere. 

Camline Benn’s biography ofKeir 
JHardie is published by Richard 
Coken Books, priced £14.99, 


EDOUARD MESENS was 
an alcoholic Belgian surreal¬ 
ist, bom in 1903, who came to 
London before the war as an 
art dealer. In later life, work¬ 
ing from a mansion flat near 
Lord’s Cricket Ground, he 
achieved a reputation for col¬ 
lage. producing several hun¬ 
dred pieces, some of which are 
in national collections (the 
illustration at right is taken 
from Surrealist An edited by 
Dawn Ades and published by 
Thames & Hudson at £24.95). 
Perhaps his most significant 
role in art history was as the 
supporter of Magritte during 
that artist’s long, unadmired 
period. It was Magritte's work 
which formed foe core of the 
outstanding collection left to 
two cousins when Mesens 
passed into an alcoholic coma 
and died in 1971. 

Sybil is Mesens's English 
wife who ended up as chief 
buyer at Dickens and Jones 
department store. She doesn't 
figure greatly, although he 
does describe her as “an 
original and remarkable per¬ 
son". This must be cm account 
of her custom of sniffing the 
armpits of the shop girls in 
order to maintain stand ardsof 
fragrance. 

M city's narrative is espe¬ 
cially candid. For this is also a 
love story — of sorts. Melly, an 
.adherent of Surrealism since 
schooldays, visited Mesens in 
Soho while serving in the 
Royal Navy. The young sailor 
slept with both Mesens and 
his wife, separately and n> 
gefoer. When his National 
Service ended Melly persuad¬ 
ed his. father to invest in 
Mesens's London Gallery in 
Brook Street, and Mesens to 
give him his first job there. 
Alas, Surrealism was out — 
replaced by Existentialism — 
and the gallery failed, but not 
before both men had acquired 
works which would eventually 
stand them in good stead. 
Meanwhile George had 
started singing jazz. 

It all happens against a 
background of foggy nostal¬ 
gia; Peak Frean biscuits, Ly¬ 
ons’s Comer Houses, the 
News Chronicle, Benzedrine 
inhalers, McFisheries and off- 
licences. Occasionally matters 
get more hard-core. There are, 
for example, a couple of fasci¬ 
nating pages on how to frame 
and tong pictures. But dired- 


Duncan Fallowell 

DONT TELL SYBIL 
An Intimate Memoir of 
E. L T. Mesens 
By George Mciiy 
Heinemann, C 17.99 
ISBN 0434462500 



Mesens: 1957 collage 

ly afterwards Melly writes: 
“I'm well aware that this 
didactic excursion may have 
glazed many an eyeball." Such 
a mistaken attitude explains 
how the book manages to be 
flabby as well as short. The 
prose style too could have 
done wifo tightening up. At 
one point all three elements — 
Surrealism, nostalgia, weak 
prose — come triumphantly 
together in “ ... a bottle of 
Tizer which I ate at my desk". 

For a long time the image of 
Mesens is not clear — he is a 
back disappearing round cor¬ 
ners. I began to think the book 
was a hoax of foe Bruno Hat 
sort But after foe death of 
Sybil from leukaemia, Mesens 
goes downhill fast and his 
character attains a slobbish 
and vivid authenticity. By now 
Melly has become a very 
fashionable media figure and 
Mesens feels terribly left be¬ 
hind, causing embarrassing 
drunken scenes at Gloucester 
Crescent. But George has foe 
biggest heart in the business, 
all is forgiven (except by Mrs 
Melly), and foe story ends 
wifo an apt surrealistic scene: 
when MellyTs sister “entered 
the room where Edouard lay 
unconscious, she discovered a 
nun in full fig feeding him gin 
from a teaspoon. He’d have 
loved lhaL" 


Bard 
of the 
British 
ballad 


POETBY 

C harles Causley once 
said that he became a 
poet the day he joined 
the destroyer Ed ipse at Sea pa 
Flow in 1940. He was 23 years 
old, and up to then had 
worked as a clerk in a build¬ 
er's office in his native Corn¬ 
wall. Six years serving on the 
lower decks in the Royal Navy 
brought him face to face with 
death, as well as teaching him 
the common touch, with re¬ 
sults that can be seen in his 
first book of verse. Farewell, 
Aggie Weston, not published 
until 1951. 

Causley was a slow develop¬ 
er. but already in that first 
book there was one poem 
which showed him at full 
strength, foe excellent A Bal¬ 
lad far Katharine of Aragon, 
which links the death of the 
young queen with the death in 
battle of his gunner friend 
Jumper Cross: “O shall I leap 
in the river/ And knock upon 
paradise door/ For a gunner of 
twenty seven and a half/ And a 
queen of twenty four?/ From 
the almond tree by foe river/1 
watch foe sky with a groan/ 
For Jumper and Kate are 
always out late/ And I lie here 
alone." 

This owes something to 
Auden, but more to the tradi¬ 
tion of anonymous English 
ballads of foe kind which Sir 
Philip Sidney spoke of as 
stirring his blood like foe 
sound of a trumpet Such 

Robert Nye 


COLLECTED POEMS 
1951-1997 
By Charles Causley 
Macmillan, £20 
ISBN 0333699211 

SELECTED POEMS 
FOR CHILDREN 
By Charles Causley 

Macmillan. £5.99 
ISBN0330354043 


tilings have to be fresh and 
direct, and touch foe heart 
This suits Causley, and he has 
few modem rivals in the field. 

Ballad-mongering is not the 
whole of this man's achieve¬ 
ment, though. His publishers 
have done him proud with a 
Collected Poems 1951-1997 
which demonstrates the whole 
range of his work — from 
narrative poems rooted in 
myth and legend to sharp litrle 
poems of seLf-accusation such 
as Trusham . The common 
denominator is honesty. You 
can feel it in foe rhythms. 

Causley returned from war 
service to become a school¬ 
teacher. and some of the finest 
of his later poems reflect his 
concern for his pupils. Here he 
is worrying away about a boy 
from the back streets: Timo¬ 
thy Winters has bloody feet/ 
and he lives in a house cm Suez 
Street/ He sleeps in a sack on 
foe kitchen floor/ And they say 
there aren't boys like him any 
more." The last line has an 
awkwardness which expresses 
foe power of the poet’s feelings 
by rubbing right up against 
the limits of the form. 

It seems of the essence of 
Causley that several of the 
poems in foe Collected appear 
also in his Selected Poems far 
Children, but that in the adult 
volume they are not presented 
separately under any special 
heading of "children's poetry". 
There is a telling phrase at foe 
stan of that Katharine of 
Aragon ballad, where poetic 
perception is identified as see¬ 
ing things “wifo the eyes of a 
child of ten". It is a child's 
mixture of innocence and 
knowingness which this poet 
aspires to. In short. Causley is 
foe real thing, and I'd bet that 
some of his lines will be 
remembered and loved when 
the work of more ambitious 
20th-century poets has been 
long forgotten. 
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launched a new 
literary bandwagon. 
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Bargains of the week: exceptionally low prices to Hong Kong, winter sunshine in Portugal, festive breaks in Yorkshire 


PACK 

your 

BAGS 


■/t selection of last-minute 
holidays and travel opportu¬ 
nities at home . on the Conti¬ 
nent and further afield, many 
at bargain prices: 

BRITAIN ~ 

SUPERBREAK Mini-Holi¬ 
days is offering 20 per cent 
savings on hotels for the next 
three months. Prices start at 
£24 a night with Engb'sh 
breakfast at the Antelope Ho¬ 
tel. Sherborne, Dorset, while a 
day's half-board in Brighton 
and Torquay costs less than 
£40. Details: 0I6I-23S 5257. 

■ BIBURY beside the River 
Coin in the Cotswolds is pretty 
and unusual, and Sunvil UK. 
is offering two-nighr breaks — 
with B&B and entrance to 
Chedworth. a Roman villa — 
af the Swan Hotel for £129. 
Details: 0IS1-232 9788. 

■ THE LAST of the summer 
wine might be the last thing 


anyone wants over Christmas, 
but the village where the TV 
series is filmed is among at¬ 
tractions included in three- 
night Yorkshire festive breaks 
on offer from Leger. The £249 
price, with no single sup¬ 
plement includes meals, sing- 
alongs and shopping, plus 
coach travel from many pick¬ 
up points on December 24. 
Details: 01709839839. 

■ CELEBRATING New 
Year's Eve at Claridge’s 
must be the latest in one- 
upmanship. To mark the 
start of its centennial year, 
the hotel is holding a bail 
with champagne, a tuxedo 
band and a Scottish piper. 
Tickets cost £100 and you can 
sleep it off in a Claridge’s 
bedroom for another £100. 
Details: 017M096594. 

■ THE Youth Hostels Associ¬ 
ation provided the wrong tele- | 
phone number last week for | 
its Yorkshire Moors and ; 
Dales guide. Now it is promot¬ 
ing hUlwalldng and moun¬ 
taineering breaks around Der- 
wentwater from £99 few a 
weekend in the new year, in¬ 
cluding foil board. These are 
the correct numbers: for the 
Yorkshire guide 01727 845047. 
for the Lake District breaks 
01768777246. 


PARIS is ideal for shedding 
winter blues and indulging in 
Christmas shopping ana Time 
Off is proposing a three-night 
i package to the French capital 
i for £185. Travel by Eurostar 
any day until Christmas week, 
take B&B in a three-star hotel 
and receive several extras. 
Details: 0990 846363. 

■ TENERIFE, always popu¬ 
lar in winter, features in Co-op 
Travdcare late deals, with a 
fortnight's First Choice self- 
catering from tomorrow cost¬ 
ing £229. Dying from Gatwick. 
Airtours packages from 
Birmingham and Cardiff to¬ 
morrow and from Glasgow on 
Tuesday are also available. 
Details: 0541 500388. 

■ PORTUGAL is our oldest 
ally and will remain so with 
prices like this: £139 for a 
fortnight's self-catering with 
Page & Mqy. Fly from 
Gatwick on Saturday to catch 
up with the friendly people 
and some winter sunshine. 
Details: 0116-250 7116. 

■ BERLIN’S Sch&nefeld air¬ 
port will be served from 
Gatwick for die first time from 
next Monday and AB Airlines 


is celebrating its newest route 
with a £99 return introductory 
offer. Tax extra: flights every 
evening except Saturday. De¬ 
tails: 0345 464748. 

■ CYPRUS for £179 for a 
week at a beach hold with 
half-board is among die latest 
offers from Sunset Holidays. 
Fly from Gatwick next Wed¬ 
nesday and save £76. Details: 
01204434343. 

■ PALMA and Malaga for 
£59 return early next month 
feature in flight-only deals 
from Lunn Poly. Details from 
the company's Holiday Shops. 

■ THE CHRISTMAS market 
in Bruges can be enjoyed, and 
it will be easy to bring back the 
shopping, on a long one-day 
excursion on December 20 
with the London-based Brents 
Coach Tours. The £26 price 
indudes all coach and ferry 
travel. Details: 01923 212160. 

■ THE CAR goes free on 
Scandinavian Seaways' eras¬ 
ings from Harwich to Ham- 
urg and Newcastle to Am- 
terdam until the end of Feb- 
uaty if booked by December 
19. Return passenger fares 
start from E30 for Holland 
and £57 for Germany. Details: 
0990333000. 



Hong Kong: for the lowest prices, you must move fast 


HONG KONG can be visited 
at very low prices in the 
coming weeks, but you need to 
move fast because today is the 
las t chance to book the best 
deals, Tony Davie writes. 

The slump in Ihe Flar Eastls 
so-called tiger economies, the 
ha 2 fi that has blighted coun¬ 
tries further south and British 
fai-y of interest in the colony 
now controlled by China have 
reduced tourist numbers. The 
result is hundreds of empty 
hotel rooms and airline seats 
on flights to and from Hong 
Kong — and bargain prices as 
the industry tries to keep the 
cash flowing. 

One or die best offers has 
come from the Far East Travel 
Centre, which offers return 
flights from Heathrow and 
Manchester, plus three nights* 
accommodation in the first six 
weeks of 1998 for £275 a 
person. BA and Qantas have 
s imil ar deals but they will cost 
£299 after today. 

Detafls: FCTC017M148808, 
BA 0990 224224. Qantas 0900 
673464. 

■ GETTING to Goa is 
becoming cheaper and cheap¬ 
en a fortnight's half-board 
costs £299 with Lunn Poly, 


providing you ra n f mak ®J®? 
Thursday’s flight from Man¬ 
chester. Details from the com¬ 
pany’s Holiday Shops. 

■ TORONTO flights for £169 
are on offer from Hying 
Colours, leaving Gatwick on 
December 5,8 and 10, retu;m- 
ing withina week or fortnight 
Details: 01204 701000 

■ BAHAMAS all-inclusive 
holidays, with children under 
12 paying £250. are available 

from Bon Voyage. TJe offer 
applies to week-long holidays 
between January 1 and April 2 
at a resort with sporting faci¬ 
lities, including golf and ten¬ 
nis. Adults pay £1,117. Details: 
01703 330332. 

•A// prices are per person 
and based on two sharing a 
room , unless otherwise stated. 



See The Times on 
Saturday for 
more flight 
bargains and last- 
minute holidays 


TO ADVERTISE CALL 
01714811989 
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0171 782 7824 
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TRAILFINDERS 

IRE IRAVEL EXPERTS 

More than just low cost flights worldwide 

WITH UP TO 65% DISCOUNT ON HOTELS & CAR HIRE 

Call Trailfinders for the complete tailor-made travel service 
LONDON Longhaul: 0171-938 3839 
Transartarrtjc &■ European: 0171-937 5400 CS*] 

First & Business Class: 0171-938 3444 
BIRMINGHAM Worldwide:0121-2361234 M. 

BRISTOL Worldwide: 0117-929 9000 uni 

GLASGOW Worldwide: 0141-353 2224 rr=r 
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MANCHESTER Worldwide: 0161-839 6969 
First & Business Class: 0161-839 3434 
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with the world's finest airlines 
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Logical basis of medical opinion required 


Bolitho v City and Hackney 
Health’Authority 

Before Lord Brawne-WiJldnsbn. 
Lord Slynn of Hadfey. Lord Nolan. 
Lord Hoffman and Lord Clyde . 
(Speeches November 13} 

A court was nor bound rohold that 
a defendant, doctor.escapnl liabil¬ 
ity for negligent’treatment or 
diagnosis just because he led 
evidence from a number of medi¬ 
cal experts who wo* j^manely of 
the opinion that his treatment or 
diagnosis accorded with sound 
medical practice. 

The court had to be satisfied that 
die exponents of the body of 
opinion retied an could dem¬ 
onstrate that such opinion had a 
logical basis. 

In particular in cases involving, 
as they'often did.'the weighing of 
risks against benefits, the judge, 
before accepting a body of opinion 
as being responsible, reasonable 
or respectable, would, need to be 
satisfied that, in. farming their 
views, the experts had directed 
their minds to the question of 
comparative risks and benefits and 
had reached a defensible condu- 
sionoa the matter. 

The House of Lords so stated in 
dismissing- an appeal by the 
administratrix of the estate of 
Patrick Nigel Bolitho (deceased) 
from the dismissal by the Court of 
Appeal on December 15. 1992 of 
her appeal from Mr Justice 
Hutchinson an February 15. 1991. 
on a claim for damages for medical 
negligence as a result of treatment 
received by the deceased, boy aged 
IWO, at Sr Bartholomew's Hospital 
on January 16 and 17, 1984. who 
suffered catastrophic brain dam¬ 
age as a result of cardiac arrest 
induced by respiratory failure. 

Mr Daniel Brennan. QC. Miss 
' Deirdre. Goodwin and Miss 
Kristina Stem for die administra¬ 
trix; Mr Robert Owen. QC and Mr . 


Terence Coghlan. QC. for the 
health authority. 

LORD BROWNE-W1L- 

KINSON said that when the case 

cane to trial there.was a conflict of 
evidence between a nursing sister 
and a doctor as to what was said in 
die course of calls to the doctor. 

The judge accepted the sister's 
oreonnt and on that basis the 
defendants accepted that the doc¬ 
tor was in breach of her duty of 
care in not attending Patrick or 
arranging for a suitable deputy to 
do so. 

Negligence having been esnb- 
bshed the question of causation 
had to be decided. By the end of the 
trial it was common ground, first, 
that intubation so as to provide an 
airway in any event would have 
ensured that the respiratory failure 
did not lead to cardiac arrest and. 
second, that such intubation would 
have had to be carried out before 
the final catastrophic episode. 

The judge had identified the 
questions as: once it was held that 
the doctor was negligent in failing 
to attend at either 12.40pm or 2pm. 
the sole issue was whether Patrick 
would on one or other of these 
occasions have been intubated. 

If the doctor would have in¬ 
tubated. then the plaintiff would 
succeed, whether or not that was a 
course which all reasonably com¬ 
fit nracri doners would have 


It however, the doctor would not 
have intubated, then the plaintiff 
could only succeed' if such failure 
was contrary to accepted medical 
.practice. 

As to the first issue, the doctor's 
evidence was that she would not 
have intubated and the judge 
accepted that. 

As to the second issue, the judge 
had evidence from eight distin¬ 
guished medical experts. 

Five were called on behalf of 
Patrick and were all iff the view 


that over the last rwn hours Patrick 
was in a state of respiratory 
distress progressing inexorably id 

hypom and respiratory iaBure' 

The defendants' experts consid¬ 
ered the fa Os as recounted hy the 
tister and the nurse indicated that 
Patrick was quite well apart (ram 
the two quite sudden acute epi¬ 
sodes at 12.40pm and 2pm. 

The judge held that the evidence 
of the sister and die nurse, which 
he accepted, was inconsistent with 
a child passing through the stages 
of progressive hypoxia. 

The judge directed himself as to 
the law by reference to Maynard v 
West Midlands Regional Health 
Authority Q19S4J 1 WLR 634. 639) 
and held that it had not been 
proved that the admitted breach or 
duty by the defendants had caused 
the catastrophe which had occ¬ 
urred to Patrick. 

The locos dasskm of tbe lest for 
the standard of care req u ired of a 
doctor or any other person profess¬ 
ing some drift or competence was 
die direction to the jury given by 
Mr Justice McNair in Bolam v 
Friern Hospital Management 
Committee fl 19571 1 WLR 582.5S7). 
ft was ihar test which was repeated 
. in different words in Maynard's 
• case. 

Before fodr Lordships, Mr 
Brennan, submitted: first, that the 
Bolam test had no application in 
deciding questions of causation 
and. second, that tbe judge mis¬ 
directed himself by treating it as 
being so relevant. 

Thai argument, which was 
raised for the first time by amend¬ 
ment to the notice of appeal in the 
Court of Appeal, commended itself 
to Lord Justice Simon Brown and 
was . the basis on which he dis¬ 
sented. His Lordship had no doubr 
that in the generally of cases the 
proposition of law was correct but 
equally he had no doubt that the 
judge in die circumstances of the 


present case was not guilty of any 
self'misdirection. 

There were two questions for the 
judge to decide on causation: 

1 What would the doctor have 
done, or authorised to be done, if 
she had attended Patrick? 

2 U she uvula not have intubated, 
would dial have been negligent? 

The Bolam irst had no relevance 
to die first of those questions but 
was central to the second. 

There could be no doubt that, as 
the majority of the Cdun of Appeal 
held, the judge had directed him¬ 
self oorTealy in accordance with 
that approach. 

However, he had also expressed 
these doilies: "Mr Brennan also 
advanced a powerful argument, 
which I hare to say as a layman 
appealed to me. to the effect that 
tbe views of the defendams’tapens 
simply were new logical or sensible. 
Given the recent and more remote 
history or Patrick's illness, 
culminating in these two episodes, 
surely it was unreasonable and 
illogical not to anticipate the 
rec ur re n ce of a life-threatening 
event and take the step which it 
was acknowledged ’ ""Id prob¬ 
ably have sawd Pairak from 
harm? This was. the sale option, 
whatever was suspected as the 
cause, or even if the cause was 
thought to be a mystery. The 
diffieul ly of this approach, as in the 
event 1 dunk Mr Brennan 
acknowledged, was in effect that it 
invited me to substitute my own 
views for those of the medical 


• their Lordships Mr Bren¬ 
nan had repeated those argu¬ 
ments. His Lordship agreed with 
(he submissions to the extent that 
the con n was not bound to hold 
dun a d e fe nd an t doctor escaped 
liability for negligent treatment re- 
diagnosis just because he led 
evidence from a number of medi¬ 
cal experts who were genuinely of 
the opinion that the defendant's 


treatment or diagnosis accorded 
with sound medical practice. 

In the Bolam case; Mr Justice 
McNair stated (at p5S7) that the 
defendant had to have acted in 
accordance with ihe practice ac¬ 
cepted as proper by a "responsible 
body of media} mat' Later lai 
p5SS) he referred to "a standard of 
practice recognised as proper by a 
compeiem reasonable body of 
opinion" In the passage tiled from 
Maynard's case, the judge referred 
to a "respectable' body of pro¬ 
fessional opinion. 

The use of those adjeemev 
“ responsible, reasreiable and 
respectable" all showed that the 
court had to be satisfied that the 
exponents of the body of opinion 
relied upon could demoasiraie that 
such opinion had a logical basis. 

In particular in cases invoking, 
as (hey *o often did. die weighing 
of risks against benefits, the judge 
before accepting a body of opinion 
as being responsible, reasonable 
or respectable, would need io be 
satisfied that, in forming their 
views, dw experts had directed 
their minds to the question of 
comparative risks and benefits and 
had readied a defensible conclu¬ 
sion on the man er 

His Lordship emphasised that it 
would seldom be right for a judge 
to reach the oanduskm that views 
held by a competent medical 
expert were unreasonable. He 
turned to consider whether this 
was one of those rare cases. 

In his judgment ft plainly was 
not The judge and the Court of 
Appeal readied the right cnndu- 
sians an the evidence and his 
Lordship would dismiss the 
appeal. 

Lord Slynn of Hadley delivered 
a concurring spe e ch and Lord 
Nolan. Lord Hodman and Lord 
Clyde agreed. 

Solicitors: Irwin Mitchell. Shef¬ 
field; Bi reham & Go. 


Council shelters behind 
its own unlawful act 


Stretch v West Dorset Dis¬ 
trict Council 

Before Lord Justice Nourse. lord 
Justice ftter Gibson and Lord 
Justice On on 

(Judgment November II] 

A local authority's power under 
section 164 of die Local Govern¬ 
ment Act 1913 id lei land in its 
possession did iktf include the 
power io grant an option to renew 
a lease. 

The Court of Appeal so held, 
inter alia, when dismissing an 
appeal by the plaintiff lessee. Mr 
Michael Stretch, from the order of 
Mr Justice Chadwick silting in 
Weymouth District Registry on 
April 25. 1996. whereby he strode 
out his originating summons hold¬ 
ing dial he was nut entitled to 
exercise the option to renew for a 
further term of 21 years die lease of 
premises ai Puundbury West 
Camp Estate. Dorset, that had 
been granted lu him in 1969 by 
Dorchester Borough Council, the 
predecessor of West Dorset Dis¬ 
trict Council. 

Mr Peter Bins. QC and Mr 
Stephen Rubin for Mr Stretch; Mr 
Khk Reynolds. QC. for the council. 

LORD JUSTICE PETER GIB¬ 
SON said that 1.9 acres of indus¬ 
trial land mere let to the plaintiff in 
l%9 for 22 years. 


He had developed the premises 
inio six units, all of which were 
sub-let, some of the sub-leases 
expressed rn continue beyond the 
expiry dale uf the lease. 

A clause m the lease granted the 
plaintiff an option io renew foe 
1969 lease for a further 21 years. In 
October 1990 the plaintiff gave 
notice to exercise that opiton. 

The effect of the 1935 Act was 
that a local authority could make 
dispositions of its property only 
through the exemsr of powers 
conferred by statute on il 

Section 164 ol the 1933 Act 
provided: “A local authority may 
lei any land which they may 
possess. .“ The question whether 
that power included a power to 
grant an option to renew had been 
considered in Farrage v North 
Wiltshire District Council (The 
Times December 31.1991; 11991* t>4 
P & CR 527. CA| and West 
Middlesex Golf Club Ltd v Ealing 
London Borough Council KIWI 
6SP&CR 461). 

Agreeing with ihe obiter 
observations of Lord Justice Scon 
in Famtge and the conclusion 
reached by the deputy judge in 
West Middlesex, die grant of an 
option to renew was. as a matter of 
ordinary language, simply not the 
exercise of a power to let. 

The fact dial many commercial 
leases contained options to renew* 


could not import into the statutory 
power in lei a power lo gram an 
option. Accordingly the grant of 
the option in I9ti9 had been 
ouiwhh the powers of Dorchester 
Borough Council. 

His Lordship went on in hold 
dial if the gram of the npuon had 
been valid, the assignments bj 
sub-letting for excessive terms 
would not have disentitled ihe 
plaintiff from cxmisina il 

His Lordship concluded by say¬ 
ing that it gave him little .H.tibfac- 
lion in dismiss the appeal. It 
seemed unjust that when public 
bodies miscunsirued their utvn 
powers io enter into commercial 
transactions with unsuspecting 
members of (he public. those 
bodies should be allowed u» lake 
advantage of their own errors lu 
escape from the unlawful bargains 
which they had made. 

Bur that lucal authorities could 
successfully assert the invalidity nf 
their own action was well estab¬ 
lished: see Credit Suisse :* 
Allerdale Borough Council (]!'W7| 
QB 3061. There was coiti.idcr.ihh- 
sympathy for the plaintiff in tin. 
result. 

Lord Justice Nour>;e gjiir a 
concurring judgment and Lord 
Justice Orton agreed. 

Suliciinrs: Berrymans. 

Southampton: Sharpe Pritchard 


Justices able to distinguish 
different kinds of evidence 


Assault on working court official is contempt 


In rede Court 

Before Sir Richard Scott. Vice- 
Chancellor ; 

(Judgment November B) . . 

A physical assault on a court 
official-whilerhe; was —tfloyd in 
official business m the administra¬ 
tion of ju5tke r was a contempt of 
courL . . 

Sir Richard' Scott. Vice-Chan¬ 
cellor. so held in die .Chancery 
Division after ati applicant, Mr 
Graham de Court, of Waltham ’ 
Crass, spat at a court official His 
Lordship had stood the matter 1 
over-for the Official-. SoBdJOr to 
make inquiries' izilDjMr .de Courts 
medical coodioosL - 

Mr Roberr Ejgeffiart. QC as 
amicus curiae: Mss BarbajaHich 
for the Offidal SoBcitor.'-. i '. - 

THIS 'VlCfrCHANCEUbR 
said that wo weeks previously Mr 
de Court tad spaiinfcrtlK faoeof - 
the Chancery Clerk of the-Lists 


when be was dissatisfied with the 
clerk's response to his application 
for a date to be fixed for a hearing. 

A medical certificate stated that 
Mr de Court was not a person 
responsible for his actions in die 
way thatwas normally expected of 
individuals. - He should be re¬ 
garded as a person under a 
disability under Older 80. rule Z of 
die Rules of the Supreme Court 

Miss Rich submitted that inter¬ 
ference with the purely admin¬ 
istrative actions of court officials 
did-not constitute contempt. She 
referred, inter alia, to Sortie 8 
Lowe on The Law of Contempt 
(third edition (1996) _p433) and 
Weston v Central Court Admin¬ 
istrator A1977] QB 32) m Much 
lord Justice Bridge had held that a 
discourteous and abusive letter 
. written to a court official in respect 
of his .conduct 'of,die purely 
ad mini str a tive business of the 
. court was not a contempt, 


His Lordship respectfully 
agreed with that statement but 
thought that a physical assault on 
. the Clerk of the Luts while he was 
engaged in official business in the 
administration of justice was . a 
contempt of court 
The administration of justice 
depended not just an judges and 
counsel in court ft also depended 
upon court officials, members of 
the court service, discharging 
essential functions for the purpose 
of enabling cases to come to courL 
In his Lordship's judgment a 
physical interference with officers 
of the court who were conducting 
their duties in the administration 
of justice, such as writ issuers, 
listing officers and process servers, 
was a contempt of court; how 
serious would depend an the 
nature at the case. 

There was do doubt that what 
Mr de court did constituted the 
actus reus of contempt of courL 


His Lordship, however, was 
troubled, in view of the medical 
evidence, that he might not have 
had the necessary mens rea. But 
counsel had satisfied him that 
since he intended to do what he 
had done and did it consciously, 
the requisite mens rea existed 
despite his medical infirmity. 

As to punishment, if would be 
ouite inappropriate to deal with 
the rase in what would be tbe 
normal way. namely a sentence of 
imprisonment But the court's 
function was not just ro pronounce 
a suitable sentence but was also to 
protect the officers of the court 
from repetitions of the inddem¬ 
it was no surprise, given the 
medical evidence, that Mr de 
Court had expressed no contrition. 
He had so far made over a 
hundred attempts at instituting 
ridiculous and incomprehensible 
legal proceedings based on docu¬ 
ments which were gibberish. 


European Law Report 


Luxembourg 


VAT not payable on workers’ transport 


Julius FUlibeck Sohue 
GmbH & Co KG v Finanzamt 
Neustadt 
CaseC-258/95 

Before C. Guhnann, President of 
Chamber and Judges. M-Wathelet 
J. C. Modtinhode Almetda,P. Jann 
and L. Sevim 

Advocate General P. Lfiger 
(Opinion January lb) 

[Judgment October 16] 

Where an employer provided to 
some employees free transport 
from thdr homes to their work¬ 
place and there was no real 
connection between ihe use of the 
transport and die work performed 
or wages received, the provision of 
the transport was not a supply of 
services for consideration,. for 
value-added tax purposes. 

Where, the requirement, of the 
business made it necessary for the 
employer ro provide transport for 
employees, die supply of foe trans¬ 
port services was not effected for 
purposes other than those of. foe 
business. 

The Fifth Chamber of the Court 
of Justice of the European Commu¬ 
nities so held on a reference far a 
preliminary ruling under article 
177 of the EC Treaty by die 
Bundesfinanzhof (Federal Finance 
Court). Germany. 

The plaintiff, a building 'under¬ 
taking. conveyed certain employ¬ 
ees free of charge from their homes 
to the various building sites where 
they were required to work, either 
in company vehicles or in the 


private vehicle of one employee 
wbo was deputed to provide that 
service. The transport was, in 
accordance with a collective agree¬ 
ment, provided for employees who 
lived mare than a certain distance 
Tram their place of work. • 

The dispute in the proceedings 
concerned whether the supply of 
transport was subject to VAT. 
regard being had to articles 2(1) 
and 6(2) of the Sixth Council 
Directive 77/388/EEC of May 17, 
1977 on foe harmonisation of the 
laws of tbe member states relating 
to turnover taxes: common system 
of value added tax; uniform basis 
of assessment (QJ1977 U45 pi). 

Article 2 provides: "The follow¬ 
ing shall be subject to value added 
tax: (I) the supply of goods or 
services effected for consideration 
... by a taxable person acting as 
such...” 

Article 6 provides: “(2) The 
following shall he treated as sup¬ 
plies of services for consideration; 
(a) the use of goods forming parr pf 
the assets of a business for foe 
private use of the taxable person or 
of his staff or more generally for 
purposes other than those of his 
business where the value added 
tax oo such goods is wholly or 
partly deductible: (b) supplies of 
services carried out free of charge 
by die taxable person fix his own 
private use or that of his staff ex' 
more generally for purposes other 
than those of his business.. 

In its judgment the Fifth Cham¬ 
ber of the Court of Justice held: 


VAT allocated 
by distance 


boro Binder GmbH v 
nzamt Stuttgart- 

erschaften 

C-llb/96) 

xdue-added tax. foe total 
e amount in respect of cross- 
f passenger transport ser¬ 
vos to be allocated as 
ai member states concerned 
7 re gar d to distances covered 
i stare ally, to the exclusion 
further criteria suc h as th e 
on of periods of stopping- 
airing. 

Fifth Chamber of the Court 
iceoftheEuropeanConjmii- 
ip held on November 6 whe n _ 
, pursuant to a reference 
article 177 of the EC Treaty 
» Bundesfinanzhof (Federal 
k Court). Germany, a 
linaiy rufingon a question of 
relation of article 9(2}(b) of 
Council Directive 
/EEC of May 17.1977 on the 
tnisation of the laws of foe 
er stares relating to turnover 
common system of value- 
tax; uniform basis of assess¬ 
ed 1977 LI45plX in a dispute 
*n tbe plaintiff, an operator 
s-frontier package tours m 
oodies, and foe German 


Qfflb) provides: “foe- 


place where transport services are 

supplied shall be the place where 
(be transport takes place, having 
regard ro foe distances covered." 

The Court said that die plaintiff 
contended that article 90(b) only 
defined die place rf supply of a 
-transport service, and that factors 
other than distance covered awH 
be taken into account in determin¬ 
ing foe apportionment on a tern- 
; Jorial basis of foe consideration for 
‘ foal service. 

-However, foe definition of the 
place where transport services 
were supplied meant that the 
allocation '.between the various 
{daces of supply was based on foe 
specific- criterion of the distances 
covered. 

■ To hold otherwise would deprive 
that' criterion of any real signifi¬ 
cance and create foe risk thai, in 
relation to a angle supply for 
which the total taxable amount 
could be determined without any 
. particular difficulty in accordance 
with article JI(A)(l)(a) of the Six* 
Directive, various methods of 
allocating that total amount be¬ 
tween foe member states con¬ 
cerned would be unpredtaably 
applied, io the possible detriment 
1 rifa method of aDocauwi based on 
simple and objective criteria. _ 


Ii was apparent from Ihe Court's 
case law that the concept of the 
supply of services effeaed for 
consideration, in foe meaning of 
article 2(1). presupposed the exis¬ 
tence of a direct link between the 
service provided and the consid¬ 
eration received. It was also settled 
law that the taxable amount for a 
supply of goods or services was foe 
subjective value, namely the 
consideration actually received, 
and not a value estimated accord¬ 
ing to objective criteria. 

The plaintiff provided transput 
when foe employees' homes and 
workplace were more than a 
certain distance apart, and the 
employees did not make any 
payment, nor was any sum de¬ 
ducted from their wages for foe 
sendee. Since the work to be 
performed and the wages received 
were independent erf tbe use or 
otherwise hy employees of the 
transport, it was not possible to 
regard a pro p o r tion of foe work 
performed as bring consideration 
for foe transport services. 

In those dreumstanoes there 
was no consideration which had a 
subjective value and a direct link 
with die service provided, and foe 
requirements relating to a supply 
of services effected for consid¬ 
eration were therefore not 
satisfied. 

In its reference to article 6(2), foe 
Bundesfinanzhof did not establish 
whether sub-paragraph (a) or (b) 
applied to foe case. The two 
provisions would be considered 
together. The purpose of article 
6(2) was to ensure equal treatment 
as between taxable persons and 
final consumers; it was designed to 
prevent the non-taxation of busi¬ 
ness goods used for private pur¬ 
poses and of services provided free 
of charge by a taxable person for 
private purposes. 

It was normally for the employee 
to deckle where Ins home would be 
whh regaid to his place of work 
and to determine foe distance 
between them and the means of 
transport he intended to use. 

The employer was nor involved 
in those derisions as foe employ¬ 
ee* only obligation was to be. 
present at his place of work at the 
agreed tiroes. 

Consequently, under normal 
dicumstances.- transport services 
provided to employees were for foe 
private use of the employee, in the 
meaning oT article 6(2), and that 
artide was to be interpreted thus in 
die usual situation where an 
employee travelled between his 
home and his fixed place of work 
and had the possibility of using 
ordinary means of transport 

However in certain circum¬ 
stances foe requirements of the 
business might make it necessary 
for foe employer to provide trans¬ 
port between employees' homes 
and (he workplace. 

The fact that only the employer 
was able to provide suitable trans¬ 
port or that the workplace was not 
always foe same but was liable to 
change, could mean that foe 
’ employer was obliged to provide 
transport. 


In such special rircumstances 
the transport was organised for 
purposes which were not other 
than those of foe business: foe 
personal benefit derived by foe 
employees appeared to be erf only 
secondary importance compared 
to the needs of the business. 

The fact, that foe transport was 
provided pursuant to a collective 
agree me nt, although not in itself 
sufficient to determine the charac¬ 
ter of for supply for ankle 6(2) 
purposes, indicated that the trans¬ 
port was provided for purposes 
which were not other than those of 
for business. 

The special characteristics erf 
building firms, as described in 
particular by foe plaintiff in the 
present case, suggested that foe 
transport might be organised for 
purposes not other than those of 
die business. 

It was for the national court to 
establish whether foe particular 
characteristics of the case made it 
necessary, having regard to the 
requirements of foe business, for 
the employer to provide transport 
for employees between their homes 
and the workplace. 

The question whether transport 
services served purposes other 
than those of foe business, in the 
meaning of artide 6(2). was not 
altered by foe fact foaL instead of 
providing the transport in its own 
vehicles, the employer commis¬ 
sioned one of its employees to 
provide it in his own private 
vehicle. 

On those grounds the Court 
ruled: 

1 Artide 2(1) of the Sixth Directive 
was to be interpreted as meaning 
that an employer who provided 
transport for employees free of 
charge from their homes to tbe 
worlqilace where they were more 
than a specified distance apart, in 
the absence of any real connection 
either with the work performed or 
the wages received, did not effect a 
supply of services for consid¬ 
eration within foe meaning of that 
provision. 

2 Artide 60 was to be interpreted 
as meaning that transport pro¬ 
vided for employees free of charge 
by foe employer between thrir 
homes and foe workplace in a 
company vehide served, in prin¬ 
ciple. the employees' private pur¬ 
poses and thus served purposes 
other than those of foe business. 

However, that provision did not 
apply when, having regard to 
certain ditumsiances. such as the 
difficulty of finding other suitable 
means of transport and changes in 
foe place of work, the require¬ 
ments of the business made it 
necessary for the employer to 
provide transport for employees, 
in which case foe supply of those 
transport services was not effected 
for purposes other than those of 
foe business. 

3 Dedsion 2 also applied when the 
employer did not astray the 
employees in its own vehides, but 
commissiooed one of its employees 
to provide the transport using his 
own private vehicle. 


When court offiaals declined to 
entertain them or treat them 
seriously he became angry with 
the consequence of the sort of 
incident that had taken place 

His Lordship had a duty to 
provide protection to coun officials 
not just in foe High Court but also 
in any court where Mr de Court 
might seek to institute proceed¬ 
ings. He had an inherent power 
and duty to take those steps as a 
judge and Vice-Chancellor of the 
Chancery Division and as far as 
foe county courts were concerned 
as the head erf civil justice. 

In the exercise of that power he 
would make an order in two parts: 
First to restrain Mr de Court from 
pursuing aity action in court except 
by a next friend who could act for 
him: second, to restrain him from 
entering any rivil court premises 
save as necessary to answer court 
subpoenas. 

The order would be served on 
Mr de Court and communkated to 
relevant courts. 

Sotiritors: Treasury Sbliriton 
Offirial Solicitor. 


G (a Minor) v Director of 
Public Prosecutions 
Before Lord Justice Brook and Mr 
Justice Gage 
(Judgment October I4| 

Justices were quite capable of 
distinguishing between evidence 
that a child knew quite well what 
he was doing was seriously wrong 
and evidence relating to issues of 
truth. 

The Queen’s Bench Divisional 
Court so held dismissing an ap¬ 
peal by G. a minor, against the 
derision of Croydon Youth Court 
to admit evidence of a previous 
incident which had not been the 
subject of a criminal cunviction to 
retail the presumption of doli 
mcapax. that is. that a minor was 
incapable of committing a crime. 

Miss Gillian lines for foe appel¬ 
lant; Mr John Anthony Blair- 
Goukl for the respondent 

MR JUSTICE GAGE said that 
on December 20. 1996 G was 
convicted by Croydon Youth Court 
of indecent assault contrary’ to 
section 14(1) of ihe Sena] Offences 
Act 1956 who found that G. then 
aged 12. had seized hold of a fellow- 
pupil the same age. pressed him¬ 
self against her, caressed her 
breasts, and invited her to have 
sexual intercourse with him. 


At the hearing, ihe justices 
admitted evidence of a previous 
incident which had happened ai a 
different school on October 7,1994 
when according to the head 
teacher and another Teacher at thai 
school the appellant had pulled a 
girl pupil's knickers down. 

That incident had lead in foe 
appellant being excluded from Ihe 
school for three days and a 
meeting was held between foe 
head teacher, foe appellant's par¬ 
ents. and the appellanL 

The justices admitted font evi¬ 
dence not as evidence of the truth 
of the previous incident but as 
evidence of doli capax. The ques¬ 
tion before foe court was whether 
foe court was right to admit such 
evidence. 

Miss Lines submined that such 
evidence was prejudicial and 
lacked probative value. The appel¬ 
lant did not accept ihai the 
previous incident had been proved 
to have happened. There was also 
no sufficient evidence rhai foe 
appellant would have been aware 
of what he was accused of. Ref¬ 
erence was made to C v DPP 
QI99o] AC I. 34. 35E} per Lord 
Lowry. 

It was common ground that the 
evidence was not similar fad 
evidence bur Miss Lines submined 
it was the equivalent of putting m 


evidence of previous conviction- 
which Lord l/niry inCi'DPPhad 
found unacceptable. 

Mr Blair-Gnuld submined that 
the evidence was relevant as it 
showed the fuss caused by iht 
previuus incident and that ai the 
meeting held between die appel¬ 
lant's previous head teacher, the 
appellant's parents, and the appel¬ 
lant it would have been made dear 
to him that such behaviour was 
viewed very seriously. 

That was highly relevant lo the 
rebuttal of the presumption of duli 
incapax as it showed the applicant 
knew what he did was wrong. 

This case did not concern a 
criminal convict ion but evidence of 
a previous incident involving the 
appellant. There was often a fine 
line to he drawn between foe two 
but here foe justices were quite 
correct m admit the evidence as it 
showed foe appellant was aware 
such conduct was serious and 
wrong. 

The justices used foe evidence 
for that purpose and that purpose 
alone. Justices were well able to 
separate w-hai was or was not true 
and doli incapax. 

Lord Justice Brook agreed. 

Solicitors: Amin & Gi. West 
Norwood: Crourt Prosecution Ser¬ 
vice. Croydon. 
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SAVE 20% AT HABITAT 
THIS CHRISTMAS 



Idaho Sofa, E749; throw, £25 


Red GniiL citrus, and winter spire vinegars. E9.Q5 eacta 



T his week The Times gives you the opportunity to save 20% on your shopping 
bill at Habitat. The offer is available until December 21 at all 40 Habitat 
stores in the UK and Republic of Ireland. A Habitat shopping card (illustrated 
left) was inserted FREE with Monday’s newspaper. To qualify for your discount 
simply attach, to the card, three differently numbered tokens (token four is 
below) from the six published in The Times this week, plus the token which will 
appear in The Sunday Times on November 30. Your completed shopping card 
entitles you to buy as many items as you wish on a single shopping trip and to 
receive a 20% discount on your total bill Normal 
TNL rules apply. For details of your nearest 
Habitat store call 064S ii 44 33. 

• If you did not receive your FREE shopping 
card with Monday’s newspaper, please call: 

0171-481 3377 (24 hours) 
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SAILING 


Hayles plots 
route to 
beat critics 


Aiming to perfect juggling act 


SARAH 

POTTER 


From Edward Gorman, sailing correspondent 


IN FREMANTLE 


ONE of the disadvantages of 
being a navigator in the 
Whitbread Round the World 
Race is that when things are 
going well it is your skipper 
who gets the credit; when they 
go badly it is you, the naviga¬ 
tor, who gets the blame. 

Steve Hayles, 24, the navi¬ 
gator aboard Lawrie Smith's 
Silk Cut. could well have the 
hottest job in British sailing. 
His every derision is subject to 
scrutiny, not only by experts 
but by thousands of armchair 
sailors, many of whom have 
no qualms about calling for 
his head when results have 
not lived up to expectations. 

Hayles. from Netley in 
Hampshire, is not one of the 
high-profile navigators in the 
fleet, some of whom earn 
salaries well into six figures. 
His youth and inexperience 
make him relatively cheap 


Latest positions — 


and this factor was undoubt¬ 
edly an attraction to Smith, 
who clearly believes Hayles 
has the talent to compensate 
and the resilience to cope with 
the pressure of being a tacti¬ 
cian in the world’s premier 
ocean race. 

With two fourth places so 
far. Silk Cut has not lived up 
to Smith's ambitions of com¬ 
piling consistent top-three fin¬ 
ishes. Both legs saw early 
tactical setbacks in very diffi¬ 
cult weather and in a fleet 
where small initial gains have 
turned into margins of hun¬ 
dreds of miles. There have 
been rumours of changes but 
Hayles has remained calm 
ana appears immune to the 
pressure. 

“I think tills whole pressure 
tiling is something people are 
trying to imply from the 
outside,” he said, during his 
first day off here. “I am doing 
the job to the best of my ability 
and Lawrie is veiy. very 
happy. I don’t feel any more 
pressure now than I did before 
the race started." 

Hayles is aware, however. 


that the critics are there in the 
background. “I appreciate 
there are a lot of people saying 
•well he messed this up' or 
whatever, but I knew that 
would be the case when I 
derided to take the job. Part of 
accepting it was setting your¬ 
self up for criticism." 

Hayles admits that preoccu¬ 
pation with the positions of 
rival boats has been excessive 
in Silk Cut's tactical game. In 
many instances Hayles and 
Smith opted for a course that 
thqy regarded as “safe" and 
relied on boat speed to keep 
them in the hunt “We did that 
and it didn’t work.” Hayles 
said. 

So a slight shift in approach 
and other aspects of the job are 
likely in the remaining seven 
stages of the race. With a top- 
three finish now more urgent 
Hayles says he will be “more 
aggressive" and more coura¬ 
geous about accepting short¬ 
term losses for greater gains in 
the long run. Up until now 
navigation and tactical deri¬ 
sions have emerged from a 
committee system comprising 
Hayles, Smith and Gordon 
Maguire, the watch leader. 
Smith himself has indicated 
that when there is a genuine 
option. Hayles will be given a 
freer hand. 

"A lot of the time, if you sit in 
the middle of the fleet and sail 
your angles effectively, you 
make short-term gains and 
win the yacht race." Hayles 
said. “On the first two legs dial 
hasn't worked. But what we 
mustn't do now is completely 
Wow h out of the window — 
the biggest mistake we could 
make is to suddenly become 
very aggressive and find our¬ 
selves in the comers, when 
that it not the right thing to 
do." 

And coping with the ru¬ 
mours of change? There are a 
lot of rumours flying about I 
am not on Silk Cut because 
Lawrie thinks I am a nice 
bloke and he thinks he should 
help me out; he took me on 
because I can do the job and I 
am still absolutely confident 
that I can." 


R aring punters slip¬ 
ping into the book¬ 
makers opposite 
Clare Balding's 
London flat might wager that 
when Julian Wilson finishes 
his last BBC Television 
broadcast after 33 years next 
month, it will be Balding who 
will be offered the reins. 
Radio 5 Live listeners, on the 
other hand, may well be 
hoping that Balding carries 
on talking on their frequency. 
Smart money is on her doing 
both. 

Officially. Balding, 26. is in 
negotiation with the BBC but 
she has made it dear that she 
wilJ not vacate her all-round¬ 
er's radio seat for job just 
covering raring. “I feel at 
home on radio. In many ways 
it is more intimate and imme¬ 
diate than television. I enjoy 
being on screen because I 
have the same adrenalin rush 
that I used to get when I was 
riding. What I don't like is die 
invasion of privacy that tele¬ 
vision brings.** 

Balding ought to be used to 
it Her father. Ian. and undes. 
Toby and William (Lord 
Huntingdon), are all high- 
profile trainers, the first- 
named pair having the 
Queen among their owners, 
and are thus familiar with 
media attention. 

Clare was the leading ama¬ 
teur Flat jockey in 1989 and 
the next year, while studying 
for an English degree at 
Cambridge, she became 
champion lady rider on the 
Flat She had two days off 
lectures to clinch the title and, 
in return, taught her director 
of studies how to read form. 
Balding went on to become 
president of the Cambridge 
Union. She gave up riding 



Balding hopes to combine the “intimacy" of radio with the "adrenalin rush" of television 


because it became difficult to 
keep her weight down. 

She is refreshingly unaf¬ 
fected by fame and privilege, 
her parents having taught her 
to treat people on meriL "It 
was no good minding your 
p's and q*s in front of some¬ 
one important and then go 
into the yard and act like 
some spoilt brat, demanding 
to ride daddy's horses. The 
Queen wasn't going to notice 


seeing her sitting there. I 
really didn't know what to 
da" 

After graduating with a 2=L 
she faced a similar dilemma. 
She was contemplating a 
career in advertising when 
her mother introduced her to 
Cornelius LysaghL the Radio 
5 racing correspondent "He 
suggested 1 go in for a voice 
test" she said. “I got a job 
doing racing bulletins two 


We could never remember which leg 
to put behind the other to curtsy* 


me to make a difference to my 
life. People you see every day 
do." 

Meeting royalty was some¬ 
times traumatic The Queen 
would visit the yard and stay 
for breakfast My brother and 
1 used to hide because we 
could never remember which 
leg to put behind the other to 
curtsy. 1 do remember run¬ 
ning down the stairs, burst¬ 
ing into the kitchen, and 


mornings a week on Danny 
Baker's programme. He 
[Bakerf was good to me after a 
while, but the first few weeks 
were tough." 

She was soon offered a two- 
year trainee contract by Bob 
Shermon, head of BBC Radio 
Sport and within a year she 
was promoted. "I began by 
standing in deep water and 
just got very, very lucky,” she 
saicL 


John Inverdale has been 
the.biggest influence on her 
easy, ad-libbing style. “When 
1 started. Invers was great 
He told me that if I wanted to 
be top dew. I had to go home 
and read books, watch videos 
and learn everything I could. 
He told me football is where 
it’s at” 

Wilson has been the BBC’s 
racing anchorman for so long 
that his decision to retire 
early prompted speculation 
of a rift with Balding. She 
says not “It was Julian who 
suggested they screen-test me. 
He’s known me since I was a 
child and we actually get on 
extremely wdL It hasn't been 
as difficult as people make 
out but I'm probably a bit 
headstrong for him." 

She compares sports broad¬ 
casting to advertising and 
wants raring to modernise. 
“I’ve just come back from the 
Melbourne Cup, where they 
really market raring in a 
different way. I’ve never been 
so excited, looking at a sport¬ 
ing event We could do things 
a lot better." ___ 
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NOTICE PUBLISHED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
UNDER SUBSECTIONS 8(5) AND 10(6) OF THE 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT 1984 

The Seattaiy of State hereby gives notice as follows. 

I. She proposes to grant licences under the Tefccommunicttions Act 1984 (Tl* Act") 
tn Esprit Telecom UK Limited and Atlantic TefecommtmiGUioas Limited ("the 
Licensees") to too Delecanmianicatkn systems throughout the United Kingdom. Both 
licences will be for a period of 25 years subject to earlier revocation in specified 


cucuinstances. 
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2. The principal effect of these licences will be to enable the Licensees each to install 
and ran mkcommuiicadon systems throughout the United Kingdom. Each 
will be able to provide a wide range of services but excluding mobile radio services 
and certain international services. Both Licences andwrise connection to a wide 
range of other systems, iactodlng earth orbiting a p p aratus , allowing the provision of 
some types of bueroarion&l satellite service. On securing a share of 25% or more of 
the market in respect of particular services in an area specified by the Director 
General of Teteco n n nuui cadons. each Licensee may be obliged to make available 
those te leco mmu nication services to aO who reasonably request them within that 
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NOTICE PUBLISHED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY UNDER SUBSECTION 8(5) 
OF THE TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT 1984 

The Secretary of State hereby gives notice as follows. 

I. She proposes to grant licences under the Tekcommunkations Act 1984 (The Act") 
to LG Telecom UK Limited and TGC UK Limited (The Licensees") to ran 
international telecommunication systems in the United Kingdom. The licences will 
be for a period of 6 months, thereafter being subject to revocation on one month's 
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2. The principal effect of each licence will be to enable the Licensees to install and ran 
telecommu ni cation systems in the United K ingdom which may be connected to 
telecommunications systems outside the United Kingdom, and to provide a wide 
range of international services but not any domestic services fix. services involving 
the conveyance of messages which originate and are subsequently to temtinate in the 
United Kingdom) or mobile radio services. Each Licence authorises the camectioo w 
a wide range of other system, mduding domestic systems and earth orbiting 

n|i jm wlim. 

3. Each licence will be subject to arahtioos snefa tfun section 3 of the Aa will apply to 
h, thereby making each of die systems ran under each licence eligible for designation 
as a poWtc tdccoramumcadoo system under section 9 of the Act. It is the intention of 
the Secretory o( Stale to designate each of the Licensees' systems as a public 
teteconmionicaiian system. 

4. The S e cretary of Sole proposes to gram C 2 cb licence in response to an application 
from each bceasee for such a licence because she considers that it will help to sandy 
A-maruk in the United Kingdom for the provision of services of the type authorised, 
win promote the interests of consumers in respect of the quality and variety of all 
such services, and will maintain and promote effective competition between those 
mgttgrri in the proviiiofl of ttkcomjmmkauon st-noces. 

5. Representations or objections nay be made in nspcct of wcti of the proposed 
licences. Tiny should be made in writing by 29 December 1997 and addressed to the 
undersigned ai die Department of Trade and Industry, Communications tod 
Information Industries Directorate, 257 Grey, 151 Buckingham Bala* Road. 

Londun SWIW 9SS. Copies of the proposed licence can be obtained free of charge 
by writing to the De part m en t (fax: 017121S 1721) or by tailing 0171 213 1736. 

Alan D Proud 

Department of Trade and industry Z7 November 1997 
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3. Both licences will be subject to conditions such that section 8 of the Act will apply, 
thereby making each of the systems ran under each licence eligible far designation » 
a public tdecommimicatioB system under section 9 of the Acl Iiis the intention of 
the Secretary of Sure to designate each of the Licensees' systems as a public 
telecommunication system. 

4. The Secretary of State propos e s to grant these licences in response to applications 
from the Licensees for such licences because she considen that it will help to satisfy 
demands in the Urated Kingdom for the provision of services of tile type mnhnr iw H , 
•dll promote the interests of ransomers in respect of the quality and variety of sudb 
services, and will maintain and promote effective competition between those engaged 
in the provision of telecommunication services. 

5. She proposes to apply the decommimiratfioas code (The Code") to each of the 
Licensees subject to certain exceptions and conditions throughout the United 
Kingdom. The effect of the exceptions and conditions lo the application of the Code 
is that the Licensees will each have duties: 

fa) to comply with various safety and en v ironm ental co nd t rimw, fa panimlnr (with 

QenBin exceptions) to instalflines undogronnd or only on such abov&ground 

apparat u s as is already inflalleri for any purpose; 

(b) to comply with cooditkws designed » ensure efficiency and economy on the part 

of the Licensees, in eonneexiaa with the execution of works on land eonceming 
the installation, w-saw, r^sir nr 9ip> pninn of their apparatus; 

(c) R) ctxtsnh certain public bodies before exerefadng particnls'powers nnder the 
Code, including the local pla n ni n g and highway authorities and English Na t ur e. 
ScoQsh Natural Heritage, the Countryside Council for Wales, the National Trust 
and the Nsoanal Trust for Scotland, as weQ as relevant electricity suppliers; 

(dj to keep and make available records of the hvarinn of underground app ar atu s and 
copies of the exceptions and conditions in their respective Ircdoes lo ^ 
powers under tie Code; and 

fc) to ensure that sufficient foods are available to meet certain liabilities arising from 
the execution of sheet works. 

6. The reason why the Secretary of State proposes to apply the Cock to tic Licensees is 
that the Licensees will each need thr soturoty powers in the Cbde to install and 
m a i nt ai n the t e i e c om muni cation systems which are to be hw-IM and ran under the 
proposed licences. 

7. The reasons why it is proposed that the Code as applied should have effect subject to 

the exceptions and conditions referred lo above arc that they are considered tequistte 
or expetfieni far the purpose of securing flat the physical envmmnent is pro te cted, 
that these is no gvealer damage to land dan necessary, that the systems are installed 
as safely and economkaBy as possible, and that the Licensees can meet (and rcfevant 
persons can enforce) liabilities arising Irani *c execution of works. - - 

8. Representations or objections may be made in respect of the proposed licences, (he 
afljlkafkm of die Code to the Licensees and the proposed exceptions and condmora 
refined id above. They should be made in wntmg by 29 December 1997 and 
addressed to the undersigned at the Department of Trade and Industry. 
Cottumaicaoops and I n formation Industries Directors, y tncuny vit B s-Wnghani 
Fabce Road, London SWIW 9SS. Copies of the proposed Ikxraxs can freely be 
Obtained by writing to the Department or by calling 0171215 1756. . 

Alan D Proud 

De partm e nt of Trade and Indasny 27 November 1997 


REAL TENNIS 


Bray courting 
world crown 


-Simmi wade reports on Britainga ttengpt^ 
to wrest the men’s title from Australia^ 


LOSING to Australians has 
become a miserable fee* of 
life for English sportsmen. 
Cricket, rugby union, rugby 
league ... you" name it, they 
have been beaten at it 7 - for 
years on end and, invariably, 
by distances wider than the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge. 

Retnbutionmaybealhand. 

however, even if it is in what 
has been described as the 
“ultimate minority sport". For 
ten years, Australia has held 
an vice-like grip on the men's 
world tide at real tennis — 
number of players in Britain 
4.50C; number of courts 20 — 
but this is one reign they may 
be about to surrender. 

Robert Fahey, the world 
champion for the past three 
years, was beaten by CSurs 
Bray in the final of die British 
Land British Open at Queen's 
dub. London, on Tuesday 
night in a manner that sug¬ 
gested the Tasmanian will do 
well to retain his title in 
Melbourne in March: Before 
Eahey. the tide was held by 
Wayne Davies; of Sydney, for 
seven years. 

Bray, the world No 7. gave 

the performance of his life, 

giving his confidence a timely 
Sft in advance of the three-way 
eliminators to deride who 
challenges Fahey for his tide. 
Bray meets Julian Snow at 
Lord’s next month, the winner 
playing the higher-ranked 
Mike Gooding in Melbourne 
before the tide match. Snow 
and Gooding are also British. 

Bray beat Fahey, who is 
accepted'as the world’s best 
player, on Tuesday in a man¬ 
ner that most Britons only 
dream of. He came out with 
guns blazing, picking out the 


targets with what looked like 
fortuitous frequency, tot 
amazingly kept it up to the 
end. 

Before the start, a supporter 

thrust bananas into Bray’s 

hand, thinking that he was m 

for a long battle and would 
need the energy, tot they 
remained uneaten. He won in 
straight sets, 6-5,6-0.6-4, in 75 
minutes. Fahey, never allowed 
to settle, looked as though he 
did not know what had hit 
him. 

This was not the first ome 
that Bray had beaten the 
world champion. He did so 
when he captured another of 
the four major champion¬ 
ships, the French Open, earli¬ 
er this year, tot that was 
an a court at Fontainebleau 
that is widely recognised as 
“bizarre". 

One oF the most arcane 
aspects to this arcane sprat (of 
which Dennis Silk once said 
that “anyone who understood 
the rules won a Blue") is that 
no two courts are the same. 
The texture of the plaster on 
the walls, the bounce of the 
floors and the precise geome¬ 
tries of the courts, all vary and 
suit certain players. 

Equally arcanely, the world 
champion is allowed to choose 
not only the timing of his next 
defence, tut also the venue. 
Fahey would ordinarily seek 
to gain an advantage by 
meeting a challenger on his 
home court in Hobart, but has 
received financial induce¬ 
ments to play the match in 
Melbourne, where the facili¬ 
ties are better and more spec¬ 
tators can be accommodated. 
Here again, there is hope for 
the three Britons. 




! Bray plays a backhand during his victory over Fahey 


BOXING 


Grant aids cause 


with early arrival 


BySrocumarSen, boxing correspondent 


IF Ryan Rhodes succeeds in 
securing the vacant World 
Boxing Organisation middle¬ 
weight title when he meets 
Otis Grant, of Canada, at 
Sheffield on December 9, he 
will be regarded as a worthy 
champion. 

Grant is not one of those 
opponents who makes long 
journeys just for the pay 
packet. He is boxing to secure 
a lucrative future as a world 
champion. At present he sup¬ 
plements his boxing income 
by teaching 13 to 18-year-olds 
who have behavioural 
problems. 

So it is hardly surprising 
that he has left nothing to 
chance and has taken the 
unusual step of - arriving in' 
Sheffield more than a month 
before the bout Russ Amber, 
his trainer, said: “We had a 
bad experience when we came 
over with Otis's brother, How¬ 
ard, to fight Billy Schwer in 
1994. We were here six days 
before the fight but Howard 
was still suffering from jet lag 
on the night of the fight" 
Howard Grant was stopped in 
the nirah round by Schwer. 

“This fight is too important 
to repeat foe experience. Nor¬ 


mally we go to 'camp for six 
weeks, tot having started 
training in Canada, we derid¬ 
ed to do camp here. We've 
brought our own sparring 
partner from America.” 

like Rhodes, who has been 
with his trainer. Brendan 
Ingle, since he was a school¬ 
boy, Grant has been in Am¬ 
ber'S care since he was 13. 

Both Grant and John 
Scully, his sparring partner, 
believe that Rhodes will find 
himself out of his depth, 
Scully claiming that Grant’s 
opponents have been of a 
higher quality than those 
Rhodes has fared. 

Grants only defeat in 31 
c ontes ts was at the hands of a 
worthy champion in Quincy 
Taylo r, the Canadian being 
stopped in the last round, 
though foe scorecards had 
him in front at the time of the 
stoppage. 

.Among opponents he has 
beaten are respected bracers 
such as Dan Sherry, Gilbert 
Baptiste, Ron Collins, Derick 
James and Rodney Toney and 
Grant was unlucky not to get 
foe jfeasion agamst Lonnie 
Brad ley, who retained his title 
after a draw. 


“Whafs the best way to 

travel on the Internet?” 
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u/Jf i j° Ur tiiif RACING: IRISH-BORN AMATEUR MAKES GOOD IMPRESSION WITH SINGLE-MINDED APPROACH TO CAREER 

- 2 Teething problems 

prove no bar to 




By Ohius McGrath 
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LONG since embedded in the 
Turf of an Irish poim-io-pcanl 
BekJ, you might call them the 
wisdom teeth of a National 
Hunt jockey. Perhaps they are 
still there — a clue for future 
anthropologists, pondering 
what macabre ritual could 
explain this drde of birch 
altars round an old field. They 
would not be particularly far 
off the. mark, either. The day 
Seamus Durack. had his 
mouth smashed was indeed 
the day he joined the tribe. The 
young brave was Wooded, set 
unflinchingly apart 

Last month, on a busy 
Saturday, few punters will 
have pondered his exotic 
name on the Market Rasen 
card: Mr S Durack (7). The 
unknown amateur had two 
rides for the small Lamboum 
yard of Dal Williams. First 
Hermes Harvest, returning 
from a long absence, routed 
an odds-on favourite with a 
confident round of jumping in 
front Those who noted his 
partner’s calm deftness could 
profit an hour later. Symbol 
Of Success, a novice; skidded 
to his knees when clear at the 
third last; Durack sat light, 
did not panic; and nursed' 
back his momentum Dp win' 
easily. - .• ■ ■ ■; 

Durack has ridden nine 
other winners this season, 
which—added to three earlier 
successes, and one on. the Bat 
during, the summer —• have 
now reduced his allowance to- 

sib. . ■" •' • 

His achievements so far 
certainly do not merit particu¬ 
lar attention. But punters 
should be alerted to foe oppor¬ 


tunity his concession affords 
them, while it lasts; and those 
more purely motivated should 
know that Wiffiams rates him 
“foe best amateur we’ve seen 
since Richard Dtmwoody” 
He hopes Durack can prove as 
much when partnering Her¬ 
mes Harvest in the Hennessy 
CognacGdd Cup at Newbury 
on Saturday. 

There is. moreover, ample 
evidence that Durack is. deter¬ 
mined not to squander his 
gifts. At 22, he is making a 
relatively late start This is 
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because he is bright — which 
his softly spokoi, unassuming 
manner cannot disguise. 

~Duiadc was bom in Austra¬ 
lia,'but his parents returned to 
Tipperary soon afterwards.. 
His father, a doctor, im¬ 
pressed upon the adolescent 
Seamus — entranced "by a 
local raring yard — that he 
should not put all his eggs in 
.such a threadbare basket. 
While Seamus revealed his 
instincts, aboard distracted 
yearlings and then a few 
point-to-pointers, he dutifully 
persisted with his education. 

. “i finished sriiooL'and then 


went to foe University of 
Limerick for a course in 
equine science,'’he explains. “1 
did well in the exams, and can 
go back, but derided to come 
here a year ago last July.” He 
joined Philip Hobbs in the 
West Country, but did not 
start gening tides until Febru¬ 
ary- 

One day, he rang Williams 
for one. “I didn’t give it to him, 
but let him come up and 
school half a dozen." the : 
trainer recalls. "They all 
jumped well, all of them. You 
can’t get that lucky, I thought 
He had something. I can 
praise him because he hasn't 
got a big head. He’s very 
aware, and keen to leant 
more, all the forte. He’s very 
critical of himself, too critical ' 
sometimes. Doesn’t drink or 
smoke. In fact, he foould. 
probaWyfratermsea bit more, 
if anything." 

It has not escaped Durack’s 
notice foal Tony. McCoy . is 
similarly single-minded. He 
duly treasures the words of 
Yogi Breisner, former Olym¬ 
pic medallist and jumping 
troubleshooter to the most 
ignorant hemes in training. 
“He is very, very dedicated," 
Breisner says. “He'S getting 
opportunities now, but is mak¬ 
ing foe most of them because 
he has been prepared to work 
hard. Obviously he ..needs 
more experience, but I*m a 
great believer in confidence, in 
every walk of fife, and horses 
do seem to go well for him. It’s 
a tough sport, though, and he 
needs luck. Lurie to stay in one 
piece, and luck to get on the 
right horses." 



1.55 MAPLE JUVBOLE NOVICES SBJJNG HURDLE 

(3-Y-Q: £1,784: 2m II) (12 rumen) . 


2m - 365 AHOONMM 10 « (Mb C Colt} R Hodges ID-ID_J Hants (7) 

2D2 D DOTAL OPTION l6 (rttairt* lid) J Spang ID-10_0 Brttgwacr 

as sjknbs glory S4F a buba ka t state to-m -s fa 

204 BUM) PRMCE 13F Hi s Btaaga) H Bfttogc 10-10_T J llupt* 

205 54 PAYASO IB |D Hafcsm) R Ssnrge 10-10-- B Pont* 

208 SMSS COAST BBF (Good fui fectag Ch*) fl Jcdrs 10-10 6 Tonnay 

201 ' 40 AIMBUAM 10 (Ms S fttagri # B/ttoge JO-5--A Tkm&M _ 

208 • 52 CHXE OF IMGC 18 « U WmM) M fae 10-5 --A P McCoy [ 

209 ' - HUE LIVE S1F CH (teal) S Cote 10-5- G Seppta (5) 

210 HOfTOETTA IGF QVntera fedng) B Pafcg 10-5_R Gom 

2)1 VN USD Iff |B Btimo- & P ftpntr Pstonttp} T MBs 10-5 C Lkwrtyn 

212 0 TRUE WSON 12 (R Hatted) W G |i Tun* 10-5 i Powff (i) 

8ETTMS: 4-7 CWf 01 Itagte. 5-1 ASoaMo, 12-1 ftfoso. Climb Stay. 1H In* Vision. 20-1 often 

1B9& 11C5E ARENA10-5 R feghes (7-1} M ftpe 14 ran 


Aficionado 251 5fc oi 15 to Cotatassar Id seffioo htidb a 
Leicester (2m, good to soft) w» Afcittrtam (taels) 551 7th ait 
OUtei Option 0Mb) 97113ft. Circle a Magic 112nd of 12 to 


Magic II 2nd t< 12 to 
n florets) 2914fc and 
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Durack proves he has earned the right to be a jump jockey with a toothless grin 




11310 GOOOTBJE5 13 (BF.F.GS) Ms 0 M*®) B KaJ 12-0.. B Wot (71 88 
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i fab nc e ma CO —cease aid Mac 
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Gong on nfiidi tase his non (F — bai, good to 
bin. had G — good. S — sod. good to sol. 
heavy) Dm n tndta Totem Age aid 
teMgfL Rida plus aiy dknerca. The Times 
rimtapa's speed ahng. 


2.55 BSCH NOVICES HURDLE 

(£3,580:2m 10 {J3 nnnas) 


539122 L0WARDC 29 (G) (Borassra*) J Old 6-11-6 ... . 

51 IWOIDIAHG014 (C0£) (F IBs) N Taraoa-Dautes 4-11-1 

0 AILAtfIC IKT 23 {Wsdoa Paiwntip) 8 UloaB HI-0_ 

32- OAlflEAK 440 (GtaliBi 8 D(Sfc}R<r5olf*M 5-11-0_ 

0- BVT0RUL 288 Ms P Coopal C boob 5-11-0- 

SV HAYAYAKffAAHfiBF (A CaddtaJNBitoge 5-11-0- 

SARASOTA STOW 73 (Us G Rdabl R Hal 5-11-0 .. 

SERBOFflYSSFlIi (Won) imp* 4-11-0_ 

4 VHABEKMG 23 (Bf) (Ca?l t Edmds-Heatatei P Hcte 4-11-0 

S- fRESH RMI 0M.Y BK (Bf) (K ftedsooj A Ke*«n 5-1M- 

oomv OW 0PP0RIUMIY1304 (RHteeiEHw 9-10-9 .. 

31-0530 STUBS CH0CE 13 fG) (Us S IfcCtoftrJ J ttdlns 5-10-9- 

smw- VESWD UOOQ. 49/ (V Genua)) V Gtetomy 7-10-9. 
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BETTMB: 94 SeteudWf. 7-2 Untedtc 11-2 Tw To Tago. 8-1 Fnsh Fnd My. 
Osa, 12-1 DbIbm. 18-1 oftas 


ID-1 Vita Kng. Stag 


199& YET AfiAM 4-114) DBrtdgtaa (16-1) G*l MtaW 131 


V<_' ,_ Kl Lombanlc rwct 2nd of 6 to Lady Redetxa n nwtee hunSe a 
.HMii KJClJS CheDenhan (an 5f. good to bm). Turn to Tango tea/ Hof for 
• ™ J ' Parol 1MI n 14-ranper nadwihunto te Taunton pn II, good) 

DmtBW 812nd ol IBtoBtoanMndnnotoenlaitiea Wcnestei(2m.hnn) E«fitnrite49l ilftol 
16 to Dam Lads n fW flal race al Sandown (2m 110yd. good to soil). Haya Ya Kefagh 1614th oi 
8 to Alftme Dancer in mice hurdle rf Sandom (2m HOyd. good to tom). Serere^Sy. lar 
pa t ia mer 4 id to 1*4 mites on the Ftt. firs! nai tor Martin Fpe since being bougtd 22.0005ns a 
f fe an w tet ales Iasi monti Vfage Kuig35Mtho1l1toKing0nhe Dam in novice hurdle a 
Eater (2m It 110yd. good) afth AtLaf&c Mist (taefc) 7419Si Fresh Frutt Dady m 2ni oi 8 to 
fasten Raider In maiden tanUe a Matei Rasen (2m If 110yd. good to dim). Kirby Opportunity 231 
4ft of 12 to tandressB m nonce selling htnBe al Newkm Abbot (2m II. tom) amig Choice 271 
Ilftol 14io T«*d»r in novice handicap hudle al Chatentom (2m IIDyd. good) Vednd Model 
301 6ft al 14 to Jomyrten 0 seffing handicap tadte a) mrcestu (2m 41. good to fimi). 


Serendpity is to wMefy stner sal LOMBARD*) Is a more sensbte choice 


Blinkered first time 


TAUNTON: 7-55 AOoonado 325 down Equerry. UTTOXETEFt (.45 Rocky's 
ProHes. 


2-1.5 BARRY D1REHTHAM CHALLENGE BOW. 
HANDICAP CHASE (£4,468:2m 71) (5) 



2.35 ASHLEYBANK INVESTMENTS HANDICAP 
CHASE (£4,535:3m) (10) 


THUNDERER 

12.45 Kingdom Emperor. 1.15 Who b Ei 

1.45 VaUtu. 2.15 General Pon go. 2.45 Hoh 
3.15 Listen Timmy. 3.45 DIEGO (nap). 
Timekeeper's top rating: 1.45 VA UTU- 


1 4-21 8IRATH ROYAL 18 (Cf,£5) 0 Bam 11-124) KBRnmi [Wj 

2 4-53 FD0U5 BWN) 19 ffAS) G Bridtog 7*11-5 — A Ifegofm W 
- 312*2 RECRHYGARDEN IS {C,G^ T Forta B-11-4 R Duawom 137 

4 504-HSmmfSS) It Mnan 10-11-2 - M A f&sKit) 132 
51PP-GEJB1AL PCJIGO 213 (CHLS) T Geome B-16-13 R JatoWBi 136 
34 snh Rsfri. 94 ferny Eaton. 5-1 Foots fe*t ftafa. 12-1 Ecnool 
fengo 


THUNDERER 

1.00 Irish Wildcard. T.35 Danbys Goree. 2J)5 No 
Rner Man. 2.35 Coyerdale Lane. 3.05 Out On A 
Promise. 335 Catherine's Choice. 
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GOING: GOOD 


12.45 ALLIBI DOftCCO NOVICES HURDLE 

(3-Y-O: £2.442:2m) (16 names) 

1 212XMEOOMEMPEBOR14pJ)WC>>jlj 

2 0CAMAOANFANTASY 14fcVVhra 10-12 - RTtaaonp) 

3 HEAD GARDStR 34F N Utantea 10-12 ~ . L l fa ! ve 7. 

4 5 OPALA ttW6iiTiaoer1H2 - 

5 23 LETTYFAS181 «Hams,10-12-- - Atagta 

s inusons 3 F p real 10-12_- — tftaoan 

7 NoSSs PWSSUHE 19FtteJfatalBn ID-12 Pcaoray 
a MWPISW ACCORD 2BF WsJ fewteta 10-12 _ R ? grtl 7 

9 -RAIBOTMKO 5lf B Ctotadge 10-12- 

10 RfOBALE M Wtaren 10-12 --* iJSilS 

a. 

,1 {BBsa@aa=? 

S' 

i.TU*B.4-i Vrt*no, n-2L«ayt*.6-1 teifcraPmsswB.8-iateto 


2.45 JOHN PQDIT0N & SONS LTD NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2,463; 2m) (13) 

1 . 13 (MVAOETV43(D^UPcc4-11-5-Cifente - 

2 1 UARALMGA19 FCD.S) Ltoy fteota5-11-5 _ Rffenvoody [W 

3 4- QfPALATA 411 T Oarutef 4-10-1?-GHogar (3) B 


1.00 ROSLEY NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,472:2m If) (14 runners) 


4 «»areaow?2 j jo*w 4-iM2-_wta 

55-13 DOUBLE STAR 19 ff) 4 L (tens 6-10-12 _ RTbom&u 


6 HOH 0<PfSSS19f Vfc Jftaten 5-10-12-HGanfay 

7 2 LORD RKNFELD IBS Brootatn- 5-10-12 -SWpw 94 

8 UUSTTTT GRUMLE 33tf Uss S Wfen 7-10-12 A Haotoc 

9 flOBStro»VA42tffiSbwood4-10-12 _-PCst«y - 

10 0 SAGEBRUSH R0LLB) 11 JJOfell 9-10-12 MAFCzcoaia S4 

■ 11 0- TAIAB Vf T Kator 5-10-12-JGoldatai(7) » 

12 00-11100RMLC0NZS4PBoday4-10-12 - RJaMcoa . 45 

J3 fffiHWKJD KUn®< M5F 8 Uam 4 10-7-L tatty - 

154ttnftvu .7-2 FtaiSV. 9-2 to* bpree. B-1 Bataa fta. 10-1 dhn. 





10_S Uefcose (7) 

«no 8-11-1#-RStppte 

OC Pate 4-11-6_D Parte 

EsteS 5-114 — - RllBswp) 

eagtar 4-114_R &es» 

easson5-11-1 ... AKSnaft|7) 

nJotosaoB-ll-O ECaBaote»0 

Etott 4-10-12_IJardna (7) 

feny S-IO-Q_UUetaney 

total 9-100_KJflbasan 

=S*i6-i04-NLynnm 

Al««S-l(Hf-S Taylor (5) 

HIWJ-C MECormaEk |7) 

8-UMJ-W thnn 


1 ill- SONtfHS251 fCOEAS)MnMReoelev9-11-10 PWnn 

2 PTO- BETTER IftES AHEAD 223 (D.6,5) G Rlctanb 11-U-M 

R Bans (7) 

3 PPP- M)RTHmSOURE182(CA&9-IJafensn9-1i-0 

ECtatfmDi 

4 4PO- FR0KTUC 285 (S)JJ0WrU 10-11-0_L Cooper (7) 

5 VFI COVBSALE LAME 11 1CQ.GlS) lb SSmife 10-10-11 RGtea 

6 IIS’ UAX RAW 544 (CDAAS) B EBson 12-10-9 

C HcCmiBcA (7) 

7 333- WESIWELLBGY211 (BFJ>/£)PBoinonl 11-10-9 RSmta 

8 20-? HAUGHTY FUTURE 14 (D^LS) J i 0YM 8-104 

RMcGralliei 

9 IPS- JC4LAJ0 J9B HDJS) 1 Lwpn7-10-2__ JStn* 

10 OP-2 P&NME PRSC17 (V.C.D.&S) M Hamnond 10-10-1 

Ik C Barnard) 

94 Sen 01 In. 7-2 feugtoy Fikn. 5-1 Coneala Lane. 8-1 Beto Tores Ahead. 
10-1 Westot* Bey. fetare ftafe )?-1 Xabn '*■' 


3.05 CALD85CK HANDICAP HURDLE 
(£2,801:2m 10 (5) 

1 -124 TAIATHATH40(BFJJPXLS) JCiAs5-11-11 ... - DE 

? 22-3 OUT ON A PftttlCS 12 |F) L Lingo 5-114_... R Si 

3 310- DBIANE 2S1 (BF5) G ftSmt l-lIM! . ..PI 


1.15 Bl WEE1HAN ROAD HAII^ HANDICAP 

CHASE (£3.469:2m 40 


3.15 PUKETKE NOVKES CHASE 

(£3,436: Zm) (4) - ... 

1 M LBJBtHftlY20TO®SBnetota*9-11-6 — SWm 3B 

2 5-53 ASIRAL WAaON 8 (8JXF) T Wat 6-10-12 _ fery Lyons 16 

3 430-DESSITGAUI240 DffcCm 8-10-12-VSkJtey - 

4 46-2 TEJAW GOLD 2D (DAS) P 7-10-12 R Jctma 107 

4-6 lam nw. SdttilM AsieJ taawn, 14-1 Desrt Ca*n 


4-1IU ftr The UiL'5-1 hd Wtored. 6-1 Utsto WodiHkIl 7-1 dtas. 


1.35 HEADS KOOK NOVICES CHASE 

(£3.631:2m4f11pyri)(12) 

1 93-1 c&nc awr 11 <6£) L bmp 741-4-RSnnpk 

2 P4JP AHBEJATBU5 30 MB LSUta 8-10-12-T Reed 

S -403 BABY JAKE 20 S J Hpm JOBS* 7-10-12-D Pater 

4 5V6 CAKWXPfBlBS 16 (F)0 5e» 6-10-12 - PMrso 


1 -124 TAIATHATH40 (BFJI^XLSf J Curta 5-11-11 ... - DByrne 

2 22-3 OJT OR A PROMISE 12 |F) l Ungo 5-114-R S*We 

3 310- DB1AMB 251 (BF5» G feSaSfrlO-12 . . . PMven 

4 06F- MA5TKHYDE234 (GJ£) RMteiB-10-9 — SMahw(7) 

5 102 AP0UITS BAUGHTHI12 (F^ J Got*ang B-1(M 

BGBBn{5) 

5-2 (M On A Piemoe. 3-1 Ttahta ApaBo's Dwtete. 4-1 OnkM. 7-1 tfem 



i»IU- SAB. BY THE STABS 257 f&S) T Feteer B-Il-Jl !S 

5SS5S5Ssffl®5SKS , «SS 5 

63521 GLAIWWUttSOlCiflPDllWt-tl-O —-^-C BUte 
wswte . 3-1 strttq Gte. 4:1 Safl ByTCnSan. 6-1 

TheRei*rei»lB0L Jptom-teteB. ■ 




f . , XX '■ ,/t 


SELUHG HMfflttW HUF0OLE (£1,816: M (12) 


../j v- '• 


3.45 ALLIED D0MSX1BWSET BEA7SIS HANDICAP 

HURDlf (£2,831:2m) (^ 

121B2RAKUTJ© 12 fflTLS) Cteii 6-TVlD-RD«M0« && 

-21-t&SEATll£AUFeTot i aP8Wrtia4-n4 . PCatt sy 126 
-' S331- TAfflMBO 272 to 6 Swtood 4-11-3 . J A McCarty 1W 
■ 4-38TSAICTOB.8 CD.fiS) F JBBOnS-lO-12 (6a)... Ataftit . 122 
5 2V8 BUM) VBni 19 (Dfl J (TSn 7-KHO 

SB. 

' 6112- WAYFARERS WAY 3«3 N Header** 6-1M 

MAFtogtad ttr 

-7 1S5WEBQ37OT#UPta»4-102 ...-B JdBBBB W 

W^BMWSWS-OMJ LH*wy 125 
3-1 scene Alley, 7-2 Sta cm, 4-4-fengNU. Tatamno. 0-1 Wtetne Way. 
H-lftejn, 16-1 hfend «sn, 20-1 Bammed rem 


3 -403 BABY ML ZO ®J Hem JBBOT 7-10-12_D PBte 

4 5W CAKALKPPHJBt 16 (RB5*fi 6-10-72- Pttren 

5 3-0 EStUH) 11 G ftdsrts6-10-12_MUefatey 

-9 JArMPBemote 7-10-12-BGra5an(5) 

7 2/4 MN6OFTHERIS01M lb SSnth 7-10-12_ ft Goes 

8 2W AHS7B?aWW72!S)Pta*toS-1ft12 SkHSabse(7) 

S SOf.BOBABAItfflflSUtata 7-*12-NBetay 

10 413- SWWS0GH257(WAS)GMMne840-17— JCtaghaa 

11 331 TWYSfaUGSII (R the D IhomH 910-12 —_ Mfitar 

12 M3 C4W«SOtSE7^JJfls»5-HV}f_fCatatfmA 

2-1 Mk QaL 4-1 Ms O fa teen. 6-1 My Jate, SMongk. 8-1 tfn. 


3.35 ASPATWA AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP 
HURDLE (£2.052:2m 41 110yd) (12) 


2.05 E6F NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES KfifflLE 
(QUALIFIER} (£2.500:2m 41110yd) (IS) 


a w»waa.,.g . 


COURSE SPffilAUSTS 



fTtaWSiao Shmqod.» tetaea tan 66 nesias. 26 B% U Pm. 
•41 ten 145 285A.P Bftta 5 fere 78.2TSV ft IMnl 


4f ten I452&3K: P Bomb. 5 ten 11 ZfSk, A Hendasen, a 
tenas, &2*. C Man. 7 tan 29.74.11: T tenge. 3 Am u. 
21.4V- 

JOTE1& Ptetasr. 3 Mnreo-ten 9 mte. ssj%; R bn* 
38 has 1G5 SOt A Mnita, 23 tea ill 204*, J MfMr ..4 
toZlIB^GHwta.'ltesTg, 1514. U Breoaa 6 ten «. 
143S, , 


7 Ml £UrSPM6PECTS|a)LBJJffMB-11-6 flMc&mp? 

2 1382 LORDftlllAB»(RitftdiWl-S_— State(5) 

- 3 0-01 ML4J0Ta{RFttte*5-11-5-EGfiatedap) 

' 4 S3F0 ARten sSoT IS taT Smta 5-11-0__ _TtGted 

5 B0RDS CWOH A Wtas 5-11-0_Mr U flit— (71 

B 1- FORREST TUBE 2B3P (S) II tarad 4-11-0 ■ HtC Barer O) 
7 mj J@ssISB)(faUMga5-11-0_:__ DBaflfy 

6 5M JUUanEflffiNNi 11 JAdnI-1T-0_Tltad 

9 3-30 KZTS1URIS90MFate5-11-0_RStata 

M 0S5- BOTfSHHAN ZBGfetedl6-11-0_PfWn 

11 anremaEDuns-ii-o _ jb^b 

12 00- TTTUM BAY 3g C fata 5-11-B . . DPata 

.13 -343 JOWOCWta Mn DTta»B 4-10-9_GLae(3] 

14 40 PEKECTWW44JCtas 4-1M_D Byrne 

15 530- ®C 8Y SUE 543 CAonta 4-15-9_UFos&f 

IS JctaasPirepeeL M Ratal Mae. 5-iUrt Bsfeh.' 6-1 eOn 


- 1 223- DUKE OF PERTH 196 (6) J Hand Joteon 6-12-0 

Nenteaffl 

2 114 PALACE OF SOLD 12 (FAS) l li*go 7-11-12 . BOwiift 

3 244 CAT*W5CHOICE22MHrnnond4-11-11 C8onmr{3) 

4 IKT! TCmBDRlHRACKS 16 pffiS) P Beonu 7-11-10 

S Stan 

i-11-10 CStorey p) 

towns 5-11-9 Uss A Dergd (7) 
MeroWi 5-11-9 _. -Rftdeffl 

! - --- APamer(7) 

i iq»ai 5-10-11 PSeaom 

teep5-iw_ GBtetpi 

Ire D Thornton 7-10-2 

Mbs p Rohan fi) 

12 -250 FAME MO FANTASY 15(F) A fMtas 6-1041 . E Byrne (7) 
9-2 Itn Oancagnr 5-1 TaptotocrtfaMv. 6-1 EJtaOJPafi 7-1 Patea H 
Gobi 8-1 Cneue's Cteicr. Lodre. 15-1 Bold Ossk. 12-1 efterc 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TKAMERS: Us U Reveky. 33 ntaren Ban 104 naaen. 31.7% J 
Jitesn 16 tan 59. 21.1% 6 Hub X ten 158. 203% 4 
tend Joham U hn fil \13h L Ungo, 15 tan ga 16J% 
tic S Saift. II tan 75, H.7%; P UctofiB. 6 ten 42.14 3%; D 
Soft, 3 ten 21,143i 


J0CTEY6: P faen, 31 vases tan 110 tides, 2L2V J Caltaui. 8 
ten 49.753%, D Santa. 7 tan «, 11C». R test, ff ten 64. 
14.1%; J-ftrta, 7 hen 51.137%, U Fota. 5 tain 38.132%: E 
Cabghan. 3 tain 25.720% 
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Eudipe confirmed 
for Hennessy as 
field takes shape 


By Our Racing Staff 


MARTIN PIPE confirmed 
yesterday that Eudipe will 

take his chance in the 

Hennessy Cognac Gold Cup 
at Newbury on Saturday — 
but without the blinkers he 
wore when beaten by Suny 
Bay at Haydocfc last week. 

■They just did not seem to 
work, so we will leave them 
off on Saturday and hope 

for the best," Pipe said. His 
other entry. Indian Tracker. 
wOI not run unless the 
ground turns soft. 

The ground remained 
good at Newbury yesterday. 
A course spokeswoman 
said: "There was just one 
millimetre of rain overnight 
and the going is good on the 
chase course, good to soft on 
foe hurdles track." 

Paul Nicholls will wait 
until tomorrow before de¬ 
riding whether last season’s 
Scottish Grand National 
winner. Belmont King, 
takes his place in the 
Hennessy. "I*vc got a feeling 
foe ground will ride on the 
slow side of good, in which 
case my intention is to run 
but I will wait until Friday 
to make a final decision," 
Nicholls said. 

With Tony McCoy likely 
to be claimed to ride Eudipe 
in foe race, Belmont King 
will be partnered by Timmy 
Murphy. Nicholis's new sta¬ 
ble jockey, for the first time 
in public 

Prospects for Coo me 
Hill's participation in the 
F70,000-added feature have 
improved after foe gelding's 
workout yesterday. “Coome 
Hill worked well today and 
we just might have a try on 
Saturday." his trainer, Wal¬ 
ter Dennis, said. 

The former top hunter 
chaser, an impressive win¬ 
ner of the Hennessy last 
year, pulled a muscle and 


knocked out a vertebra 
when third to Banjo on his 
seasonal reappearance at 
Cheltenham earlier (his 
month and was visited by a 
vet yesterday, who suggest¬ 
ed the horse be worked. 

"I was quite happy with 
him." Dennis added. “He 
surprised me quite a bit 
when he worked with a 
companion. It was more of a 
lest and it was quite hearten¬ 
ing. flf see how he is 
overnight and if he's OK I'll 
give him a go in foe morn¬ 
ing. I will just have to 
monitor foe situation, hut if 
all goes well with him 
between now and Saturday 
he will go to Newbury and 
Mick Fitzgerald will ride." 

The other feature race on 
a competitive canl at 
Newbury, foe grade two 
Mitsubishi Mobile Phones 
Long Distance Hurdle, will 
see the Pipe-trained 
Pridwell attempt to gain his 
fourth success in a row. 

Pridwell was impressive 
when winning the Coopers 
& Lybrand Ascot Hurdle 
Iasi Friday. “He’s been abso¬ 
lutely amazing this year, 
and has come oul of his 
Ascot race well so he's an 
intended runner on Satur^ 
day." Pipe said. 

□ Hopes rose yesterday 
foal the injury sustained by 
Martha's Son at Hunting¬ 
don on Tuesday may not be 
as bad as first feared. There 
had been worries that the 
fen-year-old would not race 
again after he was pulled up 
with a suspected crack in his 
near-fore. However. X-rays 
have failed to find any bone 
damage and his trainer. Tim 
Forster, said: "Everything is 
hopeful al this stage. They 
think he has just lorn mus¬ 
cles very, very badly and it is 
very swollen and tender." 


3.25 MBOIP PLYWOOD HANDICAP CHASE 

(E4.S54: 3m) (9 miners) 


/210S4 FOODBROKER STAR 11 (D.S) (Fond toefenLUUGMutl 7-11-10 
2PGTP-5 CROWN EQUERRY 23 (B.0.G.S) (R Dplai) P Nutate 7-11-10 .. 


. PHfck 
T J Murphy 


22/1P-P EOUTYPLAYEH ?8 (V^ S Palte^il R Ci/K U-II-.' . OMoms 


33-5U5U TUG OF PEACE 9 (F.G5) (P Bthatboi) G Bafcfing 10-11-3 _ 
B23P-42 MAIMYS CHOCE17 {□£) ID Yang) R Ata 7-1D-8 . . . 


A P McCoy 
A Thornton 


1U04P- SPACE CAPPA 200 ICD.GSI to StoOns) Mgs V Seftefc 9-10-2 Ifas V Saptab 


507 221-310 CHCKABCOY19 (C/.G/ (S(bwxkiG Ednrcb 9-iM . . Mr$Onc*{5) >32 

508 3F2PS-3 JALBREAKER14 (&S) (Jtr Panneatpt BUfera 10-1D-Q ..— D3Nta(S) 113 

509 /455S4 STEEPLE LACK 14 (B.CO.S) IK Bdqi) K Bebop .Ram 121 

Long landtcta’ CtodotaMy 9-8. Jatreate 9-5. StoaHe Jack 9-4 

BETTING: 7-2 Manny's Chau. 4-1 Foodbrata Sto. S-i Cnwn Fwwiy. 7-1 Tug Ot Peace. WttatwMf 
Stteffr Jack. 8-1 taftrota. 12-1 othm 

1996: DIMALLOW LODGE 911-10 B Fatal (7-3 C Banrail 5 rei 


Foodtootar Star toll In handicap tfcase a Cheltenham (2m 41 
Tuna/! FOCUS HOyd. good). Crown Equeny boaai a dnlance 5ft ol 6 to 
~ ■ * * ■ - • Atoari In hanfiap dssaal Bxier{?in 6)110yd, good 10 son) 

Tug Of Peace unseated nde» m handicap chase a Norton Abbol (3m 2f 110yd. »#).previoirly 311 
5ft o(9 to Lively KmgtO « handicap chase al Wlncarlon (3m 11110yd. good) Mammy's Once 
1312nd o( 6 to FtaW OMs In handicap chase a FoffiKlI Oft 21 llOvil. good to wfll ClHCkafalddy 
401 7ft oi 10 to Scorched in handicap chase * Wmcamon (2m 51. good), pmnoiely beat Man 
Mood 1 *51 In 6-nmB lumtcv dose a Fenfires (2m 31. good) Stoqde Jack 2:512nd ol id to 
Dream Leader in handicap dace a Taunton (3m. good) reft JaUmaker (Ito better otf) 1613rd 


FOODBROKER STAR has locked boms with deceit novices and can outclass these 


3.55 WALNUT HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.938- 2m 3f DDytf) (8 timers) 


61120-4 DASWG DOLLAR 48 (S) (UalW Itoigl f Mam 6-11-10 Mr K H 0Hy*n (7) 
-211412 SAM ROCKETT 12 ICfjG) tL H Ptpr 4-11-0 _ . . A P McCoy 

/345G2- BON WJYAGE 241 (G^J |FibkIi ReUioe PtfnenJVpj P HoMb 5-1D-C G Turney 
4122541 ROTTER FLIGHT 7 IOTAS) Mss 1 Sattft Mcs L SUM 7-10-3 <7bi OPtears 
6(2-525 TIE WCSt 13 (B.CD.S1 (G EtoonU & Edw* 10-18-2 .... D Sata 151 
44021-U SLffi’TTTT 12 IF) iC S S Boslwt Ua H kno» 7-10-1 .. J ftwer (7) 

547134 GAW DLEWIA 22 (C.F.G) n Uc&mJyi J MJbts 6-1M .. A Sues (5) 

004S4P ROSCfl 9 (C.B) (1*5 J tom# i Mrop 7-1M U DriWa (7) 


Long hMmp. G«vne Wwwb 9-9. tea-B 9-9 

BfTTWG 9-4 Swn Rockett. 3-1 Dtotmg Dotta. 6-1 Bon Voyage. 7-1 Gme Warm 8-1 Fionoer EiigW. 
SteepUte 18-1 The Mmta 25-1 Ftoe-B 

1096: ROAD TO AU BOM 8-10-2 B Petal |14-1) R Bta 8 ran 


Dasfting Dote 141 41h ol 6 to Wamdha m handicap hudle A 


H*ftUwd«i I2ra 110yd, good). Sam Boctett lt*i 2nd ol 11 to 
• ■ Secret Gill in anaKur hantocap hudle at Windsoi (2m. goad to 
Irm) vnftSleeptflB (3b better off) unsealed nder. Bon Vfflflge2ti 12nd rd 7 to Nighl in A Milhor in 


ftm) reft SJeepfflo (28) bete off) unsealed nder. Bon Voyage 2141 aided 7 to Nigtv in A Million in 
handicap hudle a) PtumpWi (2m 41. good to Drm]. Frontier FflgW heal Edwad Scyreour iTl in 15- 
nmer seDirg handicap Njrdle al Wmd (2m 31. good Id soli). The Mrider 30t 5ih ol 8 to Iggns 
in handicap hurdle a) Ereia (2m 31. good to roll). Game Dlerrma «l 4ft ol 9 lo Sam Rockett 
(lib worse otf) in handicap hudle <4. Newton Anal (2m it. good to Amu Rnse-B putted up m 
hndicap tudle M Newton Ahbol (2m 6). Mil), previously 2Bt 41h ol 5 lo Tidal Force in handicap 
hudle al Newton Abbol (2m 61, good to him) 

FRONTIER FLIGHT mil be a warm order ate Ms impreadve Wtertck success 





Chepstow 


Windsor 


Going: sod (heavy n pbcec) 

12^0 (Zm 41 fiOytf hotel 1. S7BOMG TEL 
(A P McCoy. S-1). a Ivorv Coast or |C 
Maude. 6-11.3. Regal Absence (A Maguue-. 
6-1) ALSO RAN Evens lav Edmcnd if). 12-1 
Fmntrtud (4Ui>, 14 Rww Mdhpen (NhJ. 36 
Ben Eigfi l£rh). Plata MteQ. 50 Ijghwrunp 
Steel. Pue Air. Roland. 66 Pinmn.. lOu 


Hones! George. King Part*/. Sptash Ol 
Bteteney. Two Lords 16 ren l3i.9Ll1l.26L, 
31 MPlpearwatogfon. Tote ES.io. Cl SO 
Cl 60. C2 00 OF. £26 70 T.to EB20 CSF: 
£32.91 

1iOL2m41110yd hdei 1. MOONRAKER'S 
UOtAGE IP HeMay. 72). 2. Quiet Uomsfils 
(J R Kavanagh. 12-1). 3. Ro< Again IS 
McNefl. 12-1) ALSO RAN' 100-30 tan 
Golden LVV (5m). 7 Ffecmg Hank, Si Molten 
Stream. 12 Swnehenge Sam. 16 Prnose 
Hih). 20 Utoe Duchess (60U. Pndewod 
Higgle. 33 Kongies Uotody. Uftf The Floy. 12 
ran. NR. Sana. 22). n>. 111. 241. 21 D 
Bsnonh at Whdcombo Tale C« IU. Cl 60. 
C2S0. £3 70 OF- C4S30 Tim. £11170 
CSF. £40 GO 

1 £0 0ti 31110yd cH) 1. LARRY'S LORD IT 
J ktephy. S-i|: 2. Pare The Parson (A P 
MeCoy. 3-1), 3. Ptatawtay Piaca tC 
Licwtavn. 12-1) ALSO RAN 118 tow 
Damian Cetongcs (T). 4 Praia Baa (fj. 14 
Comae (4ft|. 6 ran Dk 10.7L p Ntawt 
at Sfwctan Mattel To»- £720: £2.40, £1 70 
OF CIO SO CSF. £1923 
25013m htfe) 1. NAME OF OUR FATHER 
(A Maguae. 5-4 lav). 2. Banny HB Lad (J R 
fcnreraon. 9-2). 3. Deyrrte (R Dunwncdy. 
5-11 ALSO RAN 11 £ Ever Smfe. 7 Obis N 
SarteytSh) I6St Vfc jJtti).33Amfcuscado. 
66 Rosetwl (69i) 200 Taxi Lad. 9 ran W, 
ia. a, 4L 2a P Bowen al Hmeitoid Were. 
Tcre £230. £140. £140. C1.60. DF. £3.9). 
Tito: £690 CSF £752. Treat*. £19.76 
£50 (an 110yd cfi| 1. LAKE KARIBA (T J 
Maptw, Evens lav), 2. Romancar 1C 
Umveflyn. 3-1) 3. Dunrids View IM 
Gntttths. 50-1) ALSO RAN' 2-1 Antteson 
(ur) 4 ran. 29. del P Nchote at Staepkn 
MabL Tote. £1 TO DF £1 80. CSF £4 13. 
350 (2m 110yd tied) 1. IRISH BANKER {A P 
McCoy. 6-4); 2. Jet Tabs (D Leahy. 7 3): 3. 
King On Ilia Rim (R ttesey, 11-S bv) 
ALSO RAN- 20-1 Bitty Bank BOil. 20 


Gong: good 

I240;&n4f hc*e) 1. LonJ Ol The fbver iJ t 

McCarthy. 7-2 1 . Z Uuac Tnerapr «6-n. ■?. 
Faffn Henry (7-21 Swim Foioc-M 2-1 lav 
16 ran 71. 3 u I O Sherwood Tow it Ot 
El 20. [4 40. £2 50 CSF £60 76 
I.IOOntanUoi I. Mad Harry WrRWi*ley. 
iMOtavi:2.1*r4ct EnrvU7-i|.l Dortzanfe 
(33 U 15ian a.2'4' V teTcy Tote El 90 
ft 40. C00 £1250 CiF CIO 10 Ttw 
£145 10 CSF £922 

1.40 (3m chi I Elreus (M A FiB<3er^d. Ml. 
2 . EV'g Haruou (Mi. 3 The Hubnore 110- 
1) Ltejgfinq Foriane ft 100-30 lav 12 ran 
2H, r*. J vjnQ. Tote CS3&. C3 10. C30. 
£4 70 DF CISCO Tno C134«J CSF 
£3804 TrteW £26091 

2.10 (2m hefle) l. Easrer Ross IU A 
FazgsraJd. li-4j. 2. 't.** FUfcw; 13-H 3 . 
aswjosrtyfS-J) Suisomliaoj f4tfi| 5 2ta/ 
11 nn NH. The Moor 141. 51 N Honoecon 
Taw C390. £1 80. Cl 50, C2 10 DF £9 CO 
Tno £2590 CSF £12.97 

240 pm eh) 7 FnencDf K night IP .'or-iswi 
ID-11 2. Lacdci Cotugo (5-21 3. Ilv.tvilk:- 
Sler (9-2) Who's To Say (4IM 9-4 Niv Jim 
3L 71 t*s A Johreoi Talc- £11 86. £3:4). 
C200 DF C2B40 CSF £21 45 

3.10 (2m hdte) I. Nobte Tom (R Ttomlon. 
l M>30) 2. Sadcr’s Realm 13-' lavi 3 
Maan(B-U Gran 2 v -\.2*-l PEoacs Tc 4 d 
£300. £130. £120. £280 DF £530 CSF- 
£14 1& TricaU. {708 a 

3.40 (2m 61 110yd hdfc) i Ivor's FluPBr |G 
Bradtay S-1): 2.Mtadero(c«3111-2) 3 E»j 
D o Cologne (9-4 lavi 14 tan 31. M £' 
BawtaL Tcta £700 £3 10. £!.«. Cl 50 
DF' £2860 CSF £3400. Tncatfl £78 71 
Jackpot not won (pool of EM6&80 carried 
torwvd to Taunton today). 

Pfacepot £117.50 Quadpot £21.60 


□ The meeting al Hexham 
was called off because of fog. 


AL&) RAN- 20-1 Bmatey Bank fHM 20 
ShUsm (4ttg, Seel FocrCaJn (BUi). 33 Rymg 
Ailai. 66 Rnk Sugar, iqq SSver &A 9 rr»i 
H IU IQ. dsL 201 M Prea to WfoStagtan. 
Tae.£2J0.E1.1D.£1 I0.D.SO DF £8.40. 
Tito: £1 ML CSF. £8 58 


10WW. 3. BaOy Ufa ffi Brough. 7-Ji 
ALSO RAN: 13* lav iWfe (4thl. £ 
Goamper. lOOdda'BOwdlQhVSOLacki 
Na Gleam, 33 Captain Ifonte (Sth). 8 ran. 
3KI. 71 2Q. 27). 41 N Caselee at Upper 
Lanftxun Toe: 60: £130. £2.00, £140 
DF £2240 CSF £2375 
Ptooepot SBOSO Quadpoc E7 M. 





IRISH LOTTERY RESULT 
0930 162 441 
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Villa extend hand 
of charity but 
keep eyes on prize 


AT 33.000ft, somewhere over 
Europe, Doug Ellis, (he Aston 
Villa chairman, announced 
that an in-flight raffle had 
raised £1.211. The money 
would be donated to an or¬ 
phanage in Bucharest, along 
with the proceeds from a 
collection to be made at the 
turnstiles before Villa's Uefa 
Cup third round, second-leg 
tie against Steaua Bucharest 
at Villa. Park on December 9. 
“Thank you very much, every¬ 
body." Ellis said. "It is very 
much appreciated." 

Villa returned from Roma¬ 
nia yesterday, from the intimi¬ 
dating atmosphere of the 
Sreaua Stadium on Tuesday 
night, in good heart A 2-0 
deficit at half-time had been 
reduced to a 2-1 defeat at the 
Dnal whistle, Dwight Yarke's 
54th-minute goal giving rhem 
a better than even chance of 
progressing into the quarter¬ 
finals next month. “Now we 
are looking to finish them off 
and we have to make sure that 
we go out and do a good 
professional job at Villa Park," 
Yorke said. 

Ellis, though, only had 
thoughts for the plight of the 
children he had met at the 
grimly named Orphanage 
No 7. He had presented them 
with two hundredweight of 
food and was so moved by the 
experience that he is consider¬ 
ing further methods of assist¬ 
ing them long after the Uefa 
Cup tie is concluded. 

As his guest at the first leg, 


By RussellKempson 

EJiis took with him Adrian 
Vlad, a lb-year-old Romanian 
who attends No 11 School at 
the No 6 Orphanage in 
Bucharest's Sector 4. Vlad has 
undergone 16 operations for 
bladder and bowel problems, 
including a two-week stay at 
Guy's Hospital in London, 
and soon faces a seventeenth. 

“If you saw what we saw, it 
would bring tears to your 
eyes." Ellis said. "Thechildren 
get pocket money, but it works 
out to about SOp a month. 
When you go there, all they 
want to do is hold your hand. 
We will try to help rhem in 
whatever way we can." 

It is perhaps easy to be 
qmical about such offers. El¬ 
lis, a wealthy man, could buy 
the run-down institution 
many times over; the Villa 
players, who freely handed 
over £20 each towards the 
raffle, earn thousands of 
pounds a week. Indeed. Mihai 
Sioichita. the Steaua coach, 
was reported to have been 
upset by the food donation, 
describing it as no more than a 
patronising gesture to a proud 
nation. 

Whatever the sentiments 
felt, pro or anti. Chris Crabbie, 
the British ambassador in 
Bucharest, will receive a size¬ 
able cheque after December 9. 
Life for the children of Or¬ 
phanage No 7 may become a 
shade easier. 

In comparison, Steve Staun- 
ton’s clouded future at Villa 
may appear insignificant. 


Unless he and Brian Little, the 
manager, can sort out a new 
deal before his contract ex¬ 
pires at the end of the season. 
Staunton will leave die dub on 
a free transfer. 

Under the latest post- 
Bosman ruling, which will 
come into effect on June 30 
next year, all players of the age 
of 24 or over, and at the end of 
a contract, can move without a 
fee. With Staunton. 2S. likdy 
to be courted by many pro¬ 
spective employers, from 
home and abroad. Little has to 
address the matter swifdy. 

“It’s something to sort out 
between Brian and myself, not 
in public," Staunton, the Ire¬ 
land defender, said yesterday. 
“It has been very difficult to sit 
down and discuss it because of 
all the games I've been in¬ 
volved in recently. We don't 
seem to have had the time. All 
I'm really interested in at the 
moment is getting the next 
three points in the Premier¬ 
ship and going farther in the 
Uefa Cup." 

Staunton’s versatility has 
helped to gloss over many of 
Villa's shortcomings this sea¬ 
son and he is an integral 
character in the team’s 
wellbeing, as he again proved 
against Steaua. The same, 
however, cannot be said at 
present about Stan Collymore, 
who again failed impress on 
Tuesday night and. if little 
returns to his tried and tested 
5-3-2 system, he could 
struggle to be included. 



Collymore leaves the field after his disappointing performance forVilLa in Bucharest 


Wycombe fail to enjoy role reversal 


By Our Sports Staff 

FOOTBALL League teams 
used to hate meeting Wyc¬ 
ombe Wanderers in the FA 
Cup. Wycombe were on Ihe 
way up. climbing through the 
semi-professional ranks while 
using the Cup to showcase 
their talents and ambitions. 
They built a new stadium, 
revelled under the manageri¬ 
al eye of Martin O'Neill and, 
in 1993. the unsung side from 
the home counties took their 
place among the great and 
good. 

On Tuesday night, how¬ 
ever. they got a taste of their 
own medicine. Now settled in 
the second division of the 
Nationwide League, they 
were dumped out of the FA 
Cup in the frrsf round, beaten 
not by a rival from the 
VauxhaJl Conference, but by 
Basingstoke Town, of the 



Ryman League — that is, the 
Isthmian League. 

Worse, they lost having 
been held 1-1 at home in the 
original encounter ten days 
earlier, having held a 2-0 lead. 
Twice they led in the replay, 
with goals from Steve 
McGavin. and twice they 
were pegged back by equal¬ 
isers from Paul Coombs, the 
second a penalty five minutes 
from the end of normal time. 
Extra time could not separate 
the sides and Basingstoke 
won the penalty shoot-out, 5-1. 

For Ernie Howe, the 
Basingstoke manager, it was 


REVISED DRAW 


SECOND ROUND; Scunttvxpe United v 
utwsfon Town. Lincoln Cty v Erntoy; 
fknf'ertwm United v King's Lynn: Chaster 
City v Wrexham; Macclesfield Town v 
WalsaB. Wigan Athletic v York City; Okftam 
Athlete v Blackpool; GnmsOy Town u 
Chwterftatd: Hednestoid Tow v Darlington 
or SoUxjU Borough, Preston North EtkI w 
Notts County; Peterborough United v 
Dagenham arid Ftadtxidge. Cheltenham 
Town v Botebam Wood Cambridge United 
v Stevenage Borough; Torquay United v 
WatfonJ. Cartistt Cay » Hendon: Bcune- 
nButn v BnattU City. Frtiam v Southend 
United: Colchester Untsct v Hereford 
United. Northampton Town v Basingstoke 
Town: WTsbech Tcwn v Bristol Rows. 

To tx pfaywf on Decembor S. 6 and 7 


an especially sweet win — 
before the game, he had 
described Wycombe as the 
model that all non-League 
dubs, his own included. were 
trying to emulate. 
Basingstoke now travel to 
Northampton Town. 

It was a good night for the 
Ryman League. Hendon beat 


Leyton Orient 1-0 at Brisbane 
Road. Junior Lewis scoring 
the only goal of the game. 
“We knew that we had a bit of 
a chance." Lewis said. “If we 
could keep a dean sheet we 
were going to get chances." 

Hendon's reward is a set 
ond-round tie at Cardiff City, 
who put out Slough Town, of 
the VauxhaO Conference,-in 
extra time at Ninian Park, 
Steve White scoring in the 
114th minute to earn a 3-2 win. 

The night's other drama 
was at Turf Moor, where 
Burnley, of the second divi¬ 
sion and bealen finalists in 
1962, were humbled 3-0 by 
Rotherham, of the third divi¬ 
sion. Jason White, Trevor 
Berry and Darren Garner 
scored to leave Chris Waddle, 
the manager, to concentrate of 
keeping Burnley dear of rele¬ 
gation for the rest of the 
season. 


Clubs appear divided 
over breakaway plan 


By Our Sports Staff 


THE Scottish League manage¬ 
ment committee meet in Glas¬ 
gow today with attitudes 
hardening over proposals to 
establish a new premiership 
for next season. It has even 
been suggested that Doug 
Smith, the league president 
and vice-chairman of Dundee 
United, may be required to use 
his casting vote. 

The 30 dubs outside the 
Bell’s Scottish League premier 
division appear to be firming 
against a new premiership 
being established in time for 
next season. 

Clubs from the first division 
were due to meet in Paisley 
last night while those from 
the second and third divisions 
were meeting at Sten- 
housemuir. 


The ten premier division 
dubs have written to die other 
30 dubs, saying that if the 
breakaway league is not 
formed now, it would happen 
in two years’ time anyway. 

' Bill Hunter, the Livingston - 
chairman and representative 
of second division dubs, said; 
“We have been making 
progress in discussions over 
the past two weeks, but this 
letter from the breakaway 
group could put that in 
jeopardy.” ■ '■ 

Mikael Andersson is set to 
play for Dundee United on 
Sunday in the Coca-Cola Cup 
final and then return home to 
Sweden. The midfidd player's 
contract ends on Monday and 
no new deal has been agreed 
with his dub, Orebro. 


City board 

united in 
support of 
Francis 

BYOimSpoicrsSMFF 

BIRMINGHAM City'S board 

of directors eased the pressure 

on the.dub'S manager, Trevor 
Frauds, by issuing a state¬ 
ment. supporting Mm yester¬ 
day. The Nationwide League 
first division, dub have taken 
22 points from their Last 19 
league matches this season. 

but the board insisted- that 
Francis was under “no imme¬ 
diate pressure”. 

"It'S only fair to give fee 
manager time to do the job he 
was brought in to do,” David 
Gold, the Birmingham chair¬ 
man, said. “Of course, we are 
concerned with recent results, 
but we*bdieve that the team is; 
playing well and that it is only 
a matter of time before the 
wins come. - 

“Birmingham have had 
three managers since our take¬ 
over. We do not want to be 
known as a sacking dub. Left 
all gee behind Trevor." 

Dennis Bergkamp, the 
Arsenal striker, is one of five 
leading candidates for the Fife 
player-of-the-year award, 
which will be announced on 
Januazy.12. Ronaldo,, the Bra- 
zti and Intemationalcforward 
who won the award last'year 
while at Barcelona, is also 1 ; 
among the frmt-runners, as 
are his compatriot, Roberto 
Carlos, and the Spaniard, 
Raul (both Real Madrid), 
along with the Frenchman, 
Zinedine Zidane (Juvehtus).- 

Maine ‘Road could be 
turned into a tram terminus if 
a prospective takeover of 
Manchester City sucoeeds. 
The dub's board will meet in a 
week to discuss proposals fora 
move to the planned Com¬ 
monwealth Games stadium at 
Eastiands. 

Ihe present board favours 
keeping Maine Road intact 
and renting it for rugby union, 
rugby league .and various 
events, including rock con¬ 
certs. But Metrolink, the com¬ 
pany that built the city’s tram 
system, has already viewed 
the site as a possible new 
station to serve the south of the 
city. If board members change 
their mind, or a new regime 
wins control, the ground 
might be sold. 

The Gty chairman, Rands 
Lee. and chief shareholder* 
Stephen Bctex. have denied 
that there naghtnbe a.signifi- . 
cant transfer of shares in the 
coming months, but there is 
specula t io n , that shareholders, 
unhappy witii the dub’s poor 
showing, are planning to form 
a rival consortium. 

□ The England uhder-15 team 
opened its international sea¬ 
son in style with a 4-2 win 
against Belgium in Brussels 
yesterday. Stuart Pamaby, 
from the Football Associa¬ 
tion's national school. Jay 
Boothroyd (two] and Ashley 
Dodd, of Stafford, scored the 
England goals. 



Banks puts 
case for 
tobacco tax 

■ SPORTS flJNHN®: 

Tony Banks, the 


some of the £10 billion that 
the Government takes 
from tax on tobacco to be 
diverted into sport (John 
Goodbody writes). Banks was 
speaking on the day after 
the Prime Minister promised 

to help those sports that 

wM be affected by the ban on 
tobacco sponsorship to 
find new backers. 

Banks told the annual 

conference of the Central 
Council of Physical 
Recreation in Daventry: “I 
think that there is a good 
qua* for some of the money 
from tax on tobacco to go 
to sport" He dted the 
precedent of March 1990. 
when the Conservative 
Government allowed 25 
per cent of its tax on the 

football pods to be 
diverted for the rebuilding or 
stadiums after the 
Hillsborough disaster. 

Wigan woe 

■ RUGBY LEAGUE: Plans 

by Wigan Warriors to share 
fringe playerevrith-Onefl 
rugby union dub could come 
to nothing after it was - 
revealed that the Alliance 
reserve team competition . 
may not, after afl, be 
scrapped. The Rugby _ 
League council’s decision to 
make entry to the Alliance 
competition optional far 
dubs was based on an 
apparent nrisnnderstaunding 

and rill* ifwmnl fetO 

dlscnsscompiiboiy 

participation. 

London Broncos have 
signed two players from the 
defunct Perth Reds dubs. 
Chris Ryan, a goaHridting 
centre^ and Darren 
Higgins, a forward. 

Jansher out 

■ SQUASH: Jansher 
Khan, the world No 1. 
crashed out of die Qatar 
international tournament 
yesterday. Jansher, seven 
times the wadd champion 
and a five-time winner of • 
the Qatar event; was suffering 
frmntonsflitisand lost to 
Jonathon Power, of Canada. 
15-14,15-6,15-2 in the semi¬ 
finals. • 

Bestdeal 

■ HUSSY umoN: Dick 
Best, the former England 
coach, has reached a 
private settlement with 
Harlequins over his Haim 
for nnftur dismissal His 
case was due to be beard 
at an industrial tribunal in 
Croydon yesterday. 
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SNOOKER 


Stevens displays growing authority 


EXHIBITING the growing maturi¬ 
ty of his game this season. Mat¬ 
thew Stevens built a commanding 
7-1 lead over Martin Dziewia[tow- 
ski in the quaner-finals of the 
Liverpool Victoria United King¬ 
dom Championship at Preston 
yesterday. 

Stevens, confident after reaching 
the semi-finals of the Grand Prix 
last month, had defeated Mark 
Williams, the world No 4.9-1 in the 
previous round, but his perfor¬ 
mance against Dziewialiowski was 
of even higher quality. 

Trie 20-year-aid from Camanhen 
constructed breaks of 121 and 100 to 
win swiftly the first two frames and 
Dziewjaltowski, who expended 
much mental energy when beating 
Dean Reynolds 9-7 last Tuesday, 
had little answer. 

With Stevens cueing incisively, 
and his opponent making unforced 
errors, the score reached~6-0 before 


By Phil Yates 


Dzicwialtowski. the world No lib, 
who has already exceeded expecta¬ 
tions. replied, winning the seventh 
frame and compiling a break of 65 
in the next. 

Stevens then made an outstand¬ 
ing clearance of Wj to steal the 
frame on the black for 7-1, and 
needs to win only two of the 
scheduled nine frames today. The 
winner will meet Alan McManus 
or Stephen Hendry, the title- 
holder. 

Mark King, who scored a mere II 
points during a SO whitewash at 
The hands of John Higgins in the 
Grand Prix. was exposed to 
another embarrassment in front of 
rhe television cameras by Stephen 
Lee. 

Having lost the firsr four frames. 
King found himself trapped in a 
snooker earlv in the fifth after Lee 


potted the initial red and rolled the 
cue ball in behind the green. With 
the 14 remaining reds Tanned out. 
King should have had no problem 
making contact 

' But choosing a difficult two- 
cushion escape route, he missed the 
lone red targeted and John New¬ 
ton, the referee, had no choice but 
to call a “miss". 

Lee exercised his right to have 
the white replaced in its original 
position. This sequence was repeat¬ 
ed 12 times and King eventually 
conceded 4S penalty points to se’t 
another unwanted record for a 
televised match. 

Ronnie O’Sullivan is expected to 
prove too strong for Gerard Greene 
when their quarter-final gets under 
way today, but believes only a 
ship improvement in form will 
enable him to repeat his LT\ 


triumph of 1993. O’Sullivan's per¬ 
ception that he is out of form, 
however misguided it may be, has 
led him to concentrate intensely. 
"When I’m playing well I can toy 
with people, but, so far. every 
match has been a battle. Thar’s 
why I Ye got to be mentally ready,” 
he said. 

This new-found respect for oppo¬ 
nents has manifested itself in a less- 
aggressive shot-selection policy 
and the abandonment of an ambi¬ 
dextrous approach. “That was just 
a silly phase. Ill try anything once, 
but itdidn't work.”O’Sullivan said. 

Should he continue to play 
exclusively right-handed, and re¬ 
sist the temptation to become over- 
adventurous. it is hard to imagine 
O'Sullivan being troubled by 
Greene, the world No 62, who has 
never previously readied the quar- 1 
ter-finajs of a world-ranking 
tournament. 


CRICKET 


Sidhu shines between showers 
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INDIA finished a curtailed open¬ 
ing day of the second Test against 
Sri Lanka in Nagpur in a good 
position, despite the loss of an early 
wicket. Rain and bad light, com¬ 
bined with ineffident drying meth¬ 
ods at the Vidarbha Cricket 
Association stadium, allowed only 
41 overs from which India made 
133 forone after Sachin Tendulkar 
had won the toss. 

Navjot Sidhu and Rahul Dravid 
added US for the second wicket. 
after Nayan Mongia, pressed into 
service as a makeshift opening 
batsman, had fallen with the score 
at 15. 

Sidhu, who made 131 in the 
drawn first Test in Mohali last 
week, was again in fine form and 
has so far hit ten fours in 64. In 
addition, he dubbed a massive six 
to long-on off the bowling of 
Muttiah Muralitharan. 

Dravid, who has made 47. has 


By Our Sports Staff 

hit six fours. He was particularly 
severe on the gentle medium pace 
of Aijuna Ranatunga, the Sri 
Lanka captain, straight driving 
him to the boundary when he 
overpitched and then finding the 
fence again with a rasping square 
cut 

Play was interrupted for the first 
time after only one over had been 
bawled. On the resumption, after a 
15-minute delay, Mongia cut a ball 
from Ravindra- Pushpakumara 
straight to Muralitbaran at point. 
There were two further breaks for 
bad light in the morning session, 
which ended 45 minutes early with 
India 23 for one. 

Heavy rain during lunch meant 
the loss of tiie whole afternoon 
session, allowing the umpires, ' 
Cyril Mitchley and V. K. 
Ramaswamy to extend play by an 


-hour. 

India made one change, bringing 
in a third spinner, the left-armer 
Nflesh Kulkami, in place of 
Debashish Mohanty. Sri Lanka’s 
two changes were both in the 
attack, left-arm spinner Jayantha 
Silva bang preferred to Kumara 
Dharmasena and Pushpakumara 
coming in for Sajeewa de Silva. 

INDIA: First Innings 
TNR Mongta c Muralttawi 

b PUBhpBfajsrora... .. 

NSSdhu notout..... “11 

R S Dravid not out _..... ..* . 

Bdras(to2, no8) .. *! 

Total ft wta)- it— 
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A Kianbla, j Srtrah, fl K 
and N KufcarrH to bffl. 

PALL OF WICKET; 1-15. 
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Card school gamblers learn fate 

N o rainiell in south¬ 
ern Span yesterv 
day morning. 

Indeed a waierv 


N o rainiell in south¬ 
ern Span yesterv 
day morning. 
Indeed a' watery 
suo appeared above the rocky 
mountains that, stand guard 
over MarbeQa and the Costa 
dd Splash once nure tesexo 
bled the Costa del Sol. This 
enabled the 1997 PGA Eun>- 
I^an Tour qualifying school' 
tournament which became 
one of the worlds most bizarre 
golf events, to end seven days 
and 72 holes instead of six 
days and 108 holes after It had 
started. 

The qualifying school al¬ 
ways throws up a share of 
hard-luck stories, triumphant 
moments and bizarre foot¬ 
notes to golfs lore but this 
year’s took the biscuit Darren 
Prosser, for example, took SO 
hours to play a round, during 
which he had four different 
partners. The first four places 
in the tournament were 
known 24 hours before the 
event finished. . At the precise 
moment the last ball was 
struck, the winner, Chris van 
der Velde, a Dutchman 
brought up in the United 
States, was at home in 
Voorhout, ten miles north of 
The Hague, preparing to cele¬ 
brate an American festival — 
Thanksgiving. 

There were 30 golfers who 
had not played 72 holes when 
the tournament was reduced „ 
from five rounds to.four oh 
Tuesday afternoon. Their task 
yesterday was to complete 
their rounds as best they could' 
in order to try to get a card to 
compete on the European 
Tour next year or if not that 
then to play-on the Challenge - 
Tour. Almost eveiy mattfo, 
therefore, had the potential for 
triumphs and disasters. 

When play started at mid- ■ 
day, Jesus Arrufi. for example.. 
was on the 18th tee needing to 
birdie that hole to get his card. * 
A savage lunge, four more 
strokes and Amrti’s chance 
had gone. Prossers disap¬ 
peared over the inward nine* 
too. He had to play them in 33, 
three under par, but took 37. “I 
am bitterly dis ap po in ted/* 
Prosser said.-It was his third 
time at foe school but'.not, 
sadly, third time lucky. 

Johan Rystrom stopped on 
Tuesday with his . ball in a 
bunker 20 metres frorathe 9th 
green. He was level par at that 
stage and needed to finish no 1 
worse than that So he had to 
spend nearly 24 hours with the 
spectre of a difficult sand shot 
from a downhill, damp lie. at 
the forefront afhis mind:-How ’ 
best to spend the time?’*! had'a'- 
bottie of red wine, watched a 
bad film and tried to sleep and 
tried not to think, about the -• 
stroke,” said the placid Swede 
who does Damian Hirst-like 
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SPORT 45 


Dorksen, of Holland, one of the 43 qualifiers, has a foot on the fairway that can lead to fame and fortune 


paintings in his spare time. It 
worked. In front qfa knot of. 
appreciative . feUow-country- 
inen Jystrom pained that hole 
and played the remaining 
holes m one under par. It was 
a courageous display. . 

This was my last chance, ** 
Rystrom, 33, said. “I had fold 
myself that if I didn't ger a card 
this year 1 would quit golf. I 
have never been so nervous in 
my life." 

Paco Cea. 23, from Malaga, 
holed a two-foot putt mi the 
18th to complete an outstand¬ 
ing round at a time of maxi- 
mumpressure.’Recovered his 
last-sot holei iil-three‘under 
par. . 

Tara Gillis. 29, from Orion. 
Michigan, failed to qualify for 
die US Tour two weeks ago for 
die sixth year in a row. He 


climbed on a plane to Spain to 
try. his luck on another conti¬ 
nent When he was seven over 
par after 45 holes, it looked as 
though the ££000 he had 
spent on flights and accommo¬ 
dation was wasted. Somehow, 
though, he played toe next 27 
holes in eight under par. 
Result? One nappy American. 
"This is a dream come true for 
me.” Gillis said. 

. For all those as happy as 
Gillis, there were more who 
want never to have to experi¬ 
ence an event such as this, 
again. None more so than 
Alberto Binaghi, who finished 
69th out of the freld of 158. Not 
much cause for celebration 
there, except that on Monday 
he had been strode by light¬ 
ning and was lucky to escape 
with his life. 


DETAILS FROM QUALIFYING SCHOOL 


FINAL SCORES 

(at San Roque and Guadaknina. 
43 players gained cards for 1983 
PGA European Tour) 

Great Britain and Ireland 
unless stated 

280: C van der Velde (HoB) 72. 68, 
71. 69; F Herne (Swe) 68. 75. 
68, 71: fW Derksen (HeB) 76, 
66.67.71; P Golding 71,68,70. 
71 

282: M CampbeS (N2) 09. 72,87,74 
283: D Thomson 71. 70, 74, 68; O 
B/asson (Swe) 73,68. 73,69; G 
. Owen 70, 76, 67. 70; A Stofe 
(Aus) 72. 67, 70; 74 
284; S Bemett 75, 68. 70, 71; J 
Singh (tacSal 67. 74, 71. 72 A 
Sandyweb 70,70, 71,73 
285: J Howteworth 73,72,70. 70. A 
Ctapp 73.71,71. 70; M Lafaber 
(HoU) 73. 68, 74, 70; F Hawley 
71.72,71.71; H Nystram (Swe) 


71.75.66,73. J Remesy (Fr) 72. 
72 68.73; A Beal 68.71. 70.75 

288: S Aker (NZ) 76. 69. 72. 69; G 
Nicktaus (US) 69. 73. 75. 69: M 
Molina (Arg) 69. 77. 69. 71; M 
Davis 60. 70. 75. 72; D Higghs 
71. 72 70, 73; J Rask (Swe) 72. 
68.71.75; P Unhart (Sp) 73.67. 

71.75 

287: J Rystrom (Swe) 75.74.68.70; 
M Booth 74. 73. 71. 69; T Gifis 
(US) 74,74.70.69; G Hutcheon 
75. 72 70. 70; C Ctartt 74. 71. 
72 70: J Bicterton 75. 68. 74. 
70; RCoughlan71.73,71,72 R 
Lee 74. 7T, 68. 74; G Foray 72. 
68. 72. 75; D Cote (Aus) 67. 72 

73.75 

288: F Cea (Sp) 70. 78. 70. 70. B 
Collins (US) 72 75. 71. 70; O 
Edmond (Ft) 78. 71. 70. 71; I 
Giner (Sp) 73.73.69.73: A Wall 
71, 71, 73, 73; M Goggin (Aus) 
70. 72. 72 74. M Olander (Swe) 
71.71.70.76 


RUGBY UNION 


New Zealand choose 
to reunite partnership 


WALTER LITTLE’S anticipat¬ 
ed reruni to the New Zealand 
team to meet Wales at Wem¬ 
bley on Saturday ensures that 
a tried and trusied midfield 
partnership, which has served 
the All Blacks well for foe best 
pari of five years, is reunited. 
Little is foe erne change an¬ 
nounced yesterday from foe 
side that bear England ax Old 
Traffbrd. He replaces Alama 
teremia and win link up with 
Frank Bunce. 

Little returns for his 45th 
cap. 15 months after his last 
against South Africa in Johan¬ 
nesburg. By coincidence that 
was also New Zealand's last 
defeat, a match in which little 
sustained a serious knee inju¬ 
ry that kept him out for four 
months, “It*s great getting the 
jersey back and linking up 
again with Frank." Little said. 

The shadow of Sean Fitzpat¬ 
rick also looms large over foe 
game. After playing foe final 
20 minutes against the Eng¬ 
lish Rugfry Partnership (ERF) 
XV in Bristol on Tuesday, in 
which he made an immediate 
impact, Fitzpatrick has been 
named as a replacement 
against Wales. If all goes wefl 
he would make an emotional 
farewell against England at 
Twickenham on Saturday 
week. 

Only last week Fitzpatrick 
was talking of not playing on 
this tour and even of the 
possibility of retirement 
because of a knee injury. “The 
turnaround has been remark- 


By Mark Souster 

able aver foe last few days," he 
said yesterday after a demand¬ 
ing training session in Bristol 
before the squad travelled 
to London for tea with 
the Queen at Buckingham 
Palace, “I have had no 31 
effects after last night and 1 
gave it a good work out this 
morning." 

John Hart, the AH Black 
coach, was delighted to draft 
his captain and icon back into 
contention once Fitzpatrick 
had declared himself avail¬ 
able. -He certainly made a big 
difference when he came on. 
You can’t have the best captain 
and hooker in the world not 
adding to morale when he 
comes on,” Hart said. 

The derision to drop 
leremia had not been easy. 
Hart said, and had not been 



Fitzpatrick; improving 


taken because of foe selection 
by Wales of Allan Bateman 
with Scott Gibbs, although 
that is a combination Hart 
respects. “Wales have got the 
best back line we will face," he 
said. ~So far some of the 
England sides have lacked 
skill in their ability to utilise 
possession. That is not foe 
case with Wales." 

Han was less than happy 
with the Ail Blacks perfor¬ 
mance against the ERP XV. 
which he attributed largely to 
Robert Davies's refereeing of 
the lineout. but also to a 
growing familiarity in Britain 
with this touring party. 

The lineout was a sham¬ 
bles," he said. “It was a free for 
all down to refereeing inter¬ 
pretations. People were being 
taken out right through. Tours 
always get more difficult, but 
foe way foe last couple of 
games have gone it has been 
quite good for us." 

New Zealand's only other 
injury concern is Zinzan 
Brooke. The No 8 took a 
limited pan in training yester¬ 
day and a final decision on his 
fitness will be taken tomorrow’ 
morning. Todd Blackadder is 
on standby. 

NEW ZEALAND: C Ctfton iMamw-arj,. J 
W3son (Otago). F Bunco (Nortn Hxtravj, 
WUdto(NonhH«tioi*], JLomu 'Coerces ■ 
Manukau}. A MoMera (Canterflutyi. J 
Marshal! ICantetOury. captain): C Dowd 
I Auckland], N HmM (Southland). O Brawn 
(Aucktanaj I Janes (North HarDOur/. R 
Brooke [Autittand). T RmM lOtagoj. J 
Kronfetd (Otago), Z Brooke (Auckland/ 
Replacements: S McLeod (Waiteto). J 
Preston (MfeKnglon). A Btowara [Auck¬ 
land). C Rtochemrai lAucHanai. M Aden 
(Marawaiu). S (AucMandj 


Robinson sets festive tone 


Cambridge University.. 31 
Steele-Bodger's XV.GO 

By Michael Aylwin 

THE annual match between 
Cambridge University and 
Steele-Bodger’s XV is a rous¬ 
ing excuse for old friends to 
enjoy an early start to the 
festive season. This year, how¬ 
ever, the festivities carried an 
added edge, it being (he 50fo 
time that erstwhile Cam¬ 
bridge captain and England 
international, Micky Stede- 
Bodger, has assembled an 
invitation team to help his 
former university to prepare 
for the Varsity match against 
Oxford in early December. 

The players duly obliged by 
serving up a cocktail of festi¬ 
val rugby. A liberal helping of 
15 tries fuelled foe atmosphere 
of goodwill the invitation 
team, which included fourfuD 
internationals, providing ten 
of them. 


The defences of both teams 
were generous, particularly 
that of Cambridge. Such phi¬ 
lanthropy, however, is unlike¬ 
ly to be so evident against 
Oxford on Tuesday week, but 
neither will foe abandon with 
which they endeavoured to 
ran foe baD. 

Mark Robinson set foe tone 
in the fourth minute as he 
accepted Goldsmith's inside 
pass to sprint home from foe 
halfway line for 0 k game's 
opening score. Robinson was 
prominent in a fluent Cam¬ 
bridge midfield, bat his with¬ 
drawal at half-time had a 
disruptive effect, and foe invi¬ 
tation team pulled away in the 
second half. 

Nevertheless, Cambridge's 
performance in attack further 
contributed to what has been 
an impressive build-up to foe 
Varsity match. 

SCORBfc: Cartridge UntaMlK Tries; 
Robmson 2 (4. 33). LppkW (10). Hfl (30). 
BotocK (SB), Converton* LmSaH 3. M R 
SteeWkjegflr's X\fc Tries; Semener 2 p3. 
63]. Jones (IB), penally try (24). P 
Cantepom (38). Whigham (401, Hcrtal (50). 


M Contepam (56). Whston) (72). Hm.-aro 
(75) Conversions: Howard 3. Pchot 2 
SCORING SEQUENCE (Camtndqe Uru- 
venaty tret): 7-0. 12-0. 12-5. 12-10, 
12-17. It*-17. 24-17. 24-32. 24-29 Itiaft- 
l*ne). 24-36. 24-4 (, 31-41. 31 -aB. 31 53. 
31-60 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY: A Gokfcmidt 
lOundie and Hanerun). ’N HI (El 
IgneUus. Sydney and Si Edmund's). M 
Robinson (Opunake HS. NZ and Hugnas, 
Had rap: A Bidwall. Brighton Con and 
Homertnn. 4imm). M Denney (Bedford 
Modem and St Erttimcfs). S Lipploa 
(Portsmouth GS and Corpus Chnstii. ■ R 
Aahtorth (Bradtoiti GS and Peierhouse). Q 
WlBams (Htncflinbroote and Homertoo): D 
Brand (UC& London end Si Edmmd'sj. C 
Dewson-WalKar (Worth and Homerron). M 
Foukt s (Chrsr '9 Colt Qmldvich and 
Sidney Susses). * R Brantley (QEGS. 
WateMd aid St Edmunds). O Slack 


BuSock. North Bromagrove GS and 
Homerton, 51). J Codes (Nerwigton. 
Sydney and St Ednuvfs). 

M R STEELE-BOOQHTS XV: M 
Contapomi (Buenos Aies): P Contopoml 
(Buenos Aies UnM. T Whfttotd (ftch- 
mend), S Cottrell (Richmond). A Jonas 
(Richmond). P Howard (Queensland and 
Australia}. A Pfchot (ftchmond and Argen¬ 
tina); J Wlngham (tecestei). S Lotulga 
(Ban* and F^l). D Bames (Newcastle). A 
GtoOs (Gloucester). R Kkuey (Waspsi, R 
Tmvaglnl (Castres and Argenlna). N 
Rfchardoon (Hfomester rep M Fy «*». 
Cambridge LWwersty. 60). P Scrivener 
(Wasps) 

Ruferoo: E Momsor [Brtarfj 

-denoBsaHue 


BASKETBALL . 

NATIONAL. ASSOCIATION (NBA): Cbar- 
taae 90 Oetroit 85: Marm 103 Los Angeles 
Latere 88 : Dalea BI Sen Antonio 102: 
Seattle B1 ChcaoD 90; Goldeni State 1& 
New Jersey 101 ; SOcram 9 ntoS 7 Denver B3. 


BOXING 


EL PASO, Texas: 
Faderaflon DgMwek 
Stoeiey (US.hoWaOl 
mh. 


temerionel Boxing 
( chranpkxwhlp: S 
M Gomez Vd 


_ FOOTBALL 

WTERNATiONAL MATCH: Morocco 3 

SC§S^£samTCHES: UnOer-lS k tam - 
Itonak BeUum 2 England 4 (* (he.Nteortl 
Stacfium. ansatfsl Boodle and Dwrtv 
ome Cupc QEGS Btefcbum 5 KUg'a. 
Cheater 0. 

Tuesday's ids results 

l^FA C5JP: Third round, Srst too: Seeua 

Bucharest (Rcvn) 2 Aston VBa FTVwtte 

Erwchede (HoO 0 Aurotra (ft) i; Kartorrte 

(Get) 0 SfwtS Moscow (Russ) 0: R^d 


Schaffe 04 (Ger) 0 __ 

FA CUP: nrafrroundiaphwBashwroke 

2 VWcarrte 2 (aet 2-2ttto 9Graru ^ 5 - 
stote vwi 54 on pens);Burrtey OlWai- 
hem 3; tortwlge Wd 3 Plymoitth 2 («* 
2-2 arrorXrrfrlCantnS Steigtj 2 (aet 2-2 
after 90mn); CdcheswO BwrtfortO (set; 
Colchester win 4-2 on penal: Errtey. 3 
Morecambe 3 (aeC 1-7 MterBpn re ErNq ; 
win 3-1 on para): Gainstootourti 2 U«o*t 3 
« Lincoln Elv): GMn^wm 0 Wstdmware 
2 ; Grimsby 4SrsewsbtBy 0; Layton OtetO 
Hendon 1: MansrtaW 0 Cftfram 1; North- 
emeson 2 Exeter 1. 

VAUXHALL CONFEI®«E: Rushdeo i 

Domonds 1 Kartering 0 . _.' 

SPAUXhto CUP: Second 
Suiytrttet 3 Gateshead 4 (a* 2-2 after 
90tnr) ;Tfep fd 1 Nortyfal Z 
DR MAtnB4S IEWUJE: Pramter 
fMBGOHan4S4tetuy1. MMtend<* gy= 
Bheston 1 Shepshed Dynamo 0 . SotMram 
dMdon: Clewdcn 4 On^tord 1 
UNBOND LEAGUE: Premier dh«orc 

sCon^etrt 2 . rtSMoujdroplw 

Marine^ BMhSpertenB3 aahop AucMand 
2: RadtJfle 0 Rraic gm 0, . . 

RYUAN LEAGUEPramfardMsteBW^- 

bwv 1 ErifieW L Chariwm 3 Sutton Urged 

^Harrow 2 Yobc*iq 1 ; 

Beer 2 : water art M»ham 1 WjWr 0; 

srtass 

***** 


asinrsa^ssss 1 ' 

JmR aaer -*** 

W^CemaasVnys»^^oia!N<ri«3rit 

SSSkVF IWSH LKW6 : PjiiTfa '* 
CSfartAras 1 Crusedw 1: aankxan 1 

WSStEB* 

Vtt r sengO. 


FOR THE RECORD 


PONTTN’S LEAGDe Pint dNtetar Cor- 
en}7y2 CUdhant 1. 

END^BGH INSURANCE MKXAND 
COMBINATION: Premier dMNorc Cotea- 
hH3 WeiQstxuneO. 

FA CARLSQSK3 VASE: Second row** • 
Amthorpe WUtara 0 Oenaby 0 ^e^Herra 
Bay 2 Langney Sports O Second-raund 
repteys: Brodsworth 0 (Odsarow 2 Arnold 
2 BoWmere St Wfchaeis 1: Hsian 1 
Rocester ft Great Watering 2 Deaf 1 (eel): 
FoStestane kwicis 5 Horaatfi end Pattasten 
1 ; Burnham 0 Aeeiey 2; Bwnencn Heath 
HartBcajtnslL ymlno ioo2(aat ). 

JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES LEA¬ 
GUE: Premier AMon: Great Ytemoinh 3 
Watton 3; Loweston 0 Sudbury wanderere 
l; Newnerftet 1 Sfrmnrekel Z Sudbuy 3 
Gorieston V. W*bcyii2Dfas2. 

MINERVA SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS 
LEAGUE: O'Brien Butchers premier (fl- 
viefon Cup: LengftxdaHsndWd t 
UWEtaUSStt COUNTY LEAOLC: Rrat 
cSviatore Horsham VMCA-2 Setooy 3; 
Pagharn 1 Whtthewk 1; Shorrtem 2 

^BiVTOaHECT LEAGLE: PrraMer 
dMston: Caine 3 Ba dcweH 4. 

NORTH WBSTT COLMUES lEAQUe Ftat 
division: Atherton CoSerles 2 Satan 3; 
Chaddertan 3 Nantrach ft G ta ranp North 
End 3 Maine Road ft Hadimdan 3 
Roesendale i: Hofcar Old Boys 0 CBheroe 
ft Vetotfai 041 prascot Cet*» a 
THE 7MES FA YOUTH CUP: Second 
rounct Shetfteld Utd 3 Tranmere 3; NonMch 
0 Crystal Palace ft Bradtoed 2 Scartxx- 


St>KX)LS MATCHES: Premier Leap* 
Trophy: Lfnder-lff: NottnoharraHre 2 
Derbyshse 3. Under-lft GtoueestarahW. 2 
Devon a Other match: Chanartiouse 1 
WealnUr gter 1. _ ■ _ 

ICE HOCKEY ; 

SUPERLEAGUE: Manchester Storm 3 

N^SIjaL U=A«* 5 ' WWJ- Na* York 
Rmen 2 Vaneouver4; Toronto 3 San Jo» 
Vy^wwtei 2 CHeago 2 (OT): Phoente 3 
StLouba _._ 

MOTOR RALLYING 

NBWORJC Q RAC RAU,YT Brad rfcjn 
Start 2B (Cheltenham Racecourse, 22 

ssa^wasffiSSfissa 

Lanes) a laec 3, C McRae (G^a toeftr 
(mpreza) at ft *. J KanWamen.JBru Ford 


fixtures 


FOOTBALL 
/Ocfcoff rSdimtess esaJcd 
European Cup Chempiora' League ■ 
Group A 

gorussle Dortmund vGaH3saray[7.45) 

' ttnnav Sparta PraguB (7*5) ——■ 

Group B 

Manchester Utd v FC Kosice (7.45) . 

Group C 

DWtsno We* v P5V Erdhoewi (7.45).. 

Group D 

l^'SSSSSEfiSri; 

DR MAITT0® CUf^ SoOTJd round: 
flfrMosiar v Nowport ArxJ 

SSSSomNraiOOWBINATtON: PM 

PONTWS PnmteAtete 

floj^ViitovEvBrtcn (7^; Liverpool vStote 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: FW. *- 
vWon: WWtdiuroh v Goeport 

repteJP Bristol Rowra v Sw™cn. . . 

OTHER SPORT 

Serpool Victoria UK charrp- 
lonship (to Preston). 


Escort) at 4; 5b R Bums (G& Mitsubishi 
Carterne) at 5; 6 equal C Sara (So, Ford 
Escort) art Veteran (Fto. Ford Escoi) at ft 
a P Lett QL Subaru Impraza) at 9: 9. A 
Medectort ft, Ford Escort) a 15:10 equal, 
A McRae (GEL Vofcswagen Gdfl and R 
Dudoeorih (GB. Subaru fcnareaa) at 17. 

REAL TENNIS 

QUEEN'S CLUB: Bdteh lend BrMsh 
Open: Merc RnMr Stegies CBray (G6) bt 
R Fahey (Aus) 6-5, frfi. 64. Doubt as: J 
Snow (GB) and J Mate (GBIbi Fahey and M 
QooSnQlQB) &< 6-3,; B-a. 

RUGBY UNION 

RS>RE8ENTAT1VE MATCHES: Cam¬ 
bridge Untanrty 31 M R Steete-Bodgar’e 
XV 60; Matropoitan Po*ce 20 R^al 
Austrafien Navy 6 

TOUR MATCH: English Rugby Partnereliip 
11 Mew Zealand XV ie (at Ashton Gate. 
BrtetoD. 

Lff®ER-21 RH’RESENTATWE MATCH: 
Vteands 16 Nw Zealand 8 (et FrarHhis 
Gardens. Nrxthagoron) 

SCHOOLS MATCHES: MUdleaax Sch- 
oots Under-18 Cucc Ftoat Latymer Upper 
31 R teimond 0 Ottier i m a c he a : Stowe 17 
Pmboume 23; The Lej® 57 HRs Road ft 
KCSWimtotedon 13 Trtnly 0; Stockport 9 
Oateam 14 _ 

SAILING _ 

WHTTBREAD ROUND . THE WORLD 
RACE: Second lag (Cape Town to Frefnav 
tte): Latest portions (as at 06.00GMT 
vesterday) 1. Swedsh March (Swe) fin¬ 
ished Ster 15 days 3tv 4Smh 3sec; 2. 
Imovatton Kvaamer fttor) 15-220^35: 3, 
Tdehba (US) 160S;l2:1£ 4. Site Cut (GK 
IftlS-OEOft 5. EF Lancoage [Sw] 
1 £20-06:00-. 6, Chesste Raorg JUS) 
17:1151-47: 7. Mart CXo Monaco) 251.2 
mlaa to Fran anta 6. B 1 Education (Swe) 
3506; 9. BnxrelSinatgy (Hoi) 440J. 

SNOOKER 



_ SQUASH _ 

DOHA: Ombt Wamattonet ttarter-finota: 
Jarnher mar Peh) U G Ryding (Cart 
16-14.15-11. 15-11; J Poorer (per) bt A 
Snabana (Egypt) 15-11. 1S7. l$-ift R 


(Fr) 15-3. 15-10. 8-15. 15-6. SemMtoek: 
Power MJanahar 15-14,156,152: Med bt 
Eyte 17-16,1S-7.15-10. '■ .. 

_ TENNIS 

BURBANK, Cafltonta HeafthSouth/USTA 
men's toumamflnCFW round; SSergaan 
(Atm) U P Tramaccrt (Aus) 62, 6-2; T 
Lariram (Aua) bt G Grant (US) 8-7. 6 - 4 . frft 
C VSr»* (Gal t* D VUrrac (Ywj B-2,62; M 
Sinner (Ger) bt C Mama (US) W. 6-4; J 
Satarerten (US) M M Petctvy fGB) 62. 
62: A ApasaTtLe) bt R AbendrottifUS) 82, 
B-1; 0 Raster (Can) « Gsnbis (US5 
62.64; B MaCPWe(U5) bt S Lar&au (Can) 
.7-8.5-7.84. 


POOLS DIVIDENDS 

LiTTIJEWOODS; November IE, life Ttabie 
dan» 24pts £3,45350, 23 £64.06. 22 
E&Oft SI £160- NatWme rear* 22pts 
E1.S74J5. Jtowmber 22 Treble chance: 
24ffS S&60 7.7S. 23 £7450. 22 CfOft 2t 
El 75 Hatfttne rasoK 23pts £15^06.10. 
Fowdns £1155. Nina homes £84035. 
Ftai awayi; E34.60 

vmOfG: Treble chamr. 24p& £942, S3 
£3285. 22 £8-75 Super ahoto: £85. 
Premier 10: £27£0. 

ZETTEASc Treble chance: 24p» £127X0. 
23 £7.15. 22 CC2S. Four away*: £320. 
e^fttame: £8680. Fow draw £10 Afl 
draws trobte chance: Mpts £4261 23 
£125. PaT ft* £51.30 


GOLF 

Norman is 
hot tip in 
Melbourne 

From Patricia Davies 

IN MELBOURNE 

MELBOURNE yesterday 
sweltered in Temperatures of 
39C (I022F), with winds gust- 
ing to 20rnph — and that suits 
Greg Norman, the world No 1. 
who is defending foe Holden 
Australian Open Champion¬ 
ship, starting aifoe Metropoli¬ 
tan dub today. 

Norman believes that the 
tougher foe conditions the 
better his chances, especially 
over the assorted Americans. 
Fijians and Britons who have 
to acclimatise and learn a new 
course; one of the many for 
which this city and its sand- 
belt are famous. 

Yesterday was the hottest 
November day in Melbourne 
for S6 years. The wind made a 
demanding course even more 
difficult and the consensus 
was that a score of five or six 
under par might be enough to 
win, a far cry from the 13 
under with which Brad 
Fbxon. of the United States, 
won the title here in 1993. 

The United States challenge 
will be led by Mark 
Calcavecchia, who won the 
Sarazen World Open this 
month, and Phil Mickelson, 
the left-hander. Mickelson 
loves tins course. "It's one of 
the best," he said. “It requires 
all different types of shots, foe 
fairways are tight and 1 love 
the arau'tecture around the 
greens." 

Other leading contenders 
are Robert Allen by. champion 
in 1994, Vijay Singh, foe 
World Matchplay champion, 
Lee Westwood, of Britain, and 
Andrew Coltart, his prospec¬ 
tive brother-in-law, who won 
the Australian PGA Champ¬ 
ionship in Sydney lak 
Sunday, 

Darrto Clarke, the Europe 
No 4, but without a win this 
season, has a last chance to 
change that, the Irishman 
has been well backed, but 
Norman is the overwhelming 
favourite. 



* Sheehan on bridge 


By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

Before the Cavendish Pairs (the annual American big-maney 
Pairs event) there is a team event Traditionally this has been no 
more than an appetiser for the pairs, but with the move to Las 
Vegas this year it took on a new significance, as all foe New York 
players who came down for one event played in the other as well. 
This year the auction pot was $180,000 and with the player pool 
at over $30,000 the winners could be taking home over $65,000. 
As expected, die Italy team that won foe European champion¬ 
ship a month later was foe heavy favourite. Here is a hand from 
foe teams. 


Dealer East 


Game afl 

«AK 

VKQ6S42 
♦ K 107 
#72 


Cav teams 97 


*7 6 5 2 
▼ AJ87 
♦ 6 

# A10 9 3 


483 
#103 
4QJ8852 
♦ KBS 


W, E 

l v ji^'- 

♦ Q J1094 
V9 

* A 4 3 
#QJ04 


3 NT AH Pass 

Contract Thraa No-Trumps by South. L m t six of diamonds 


(1) Weak Two 

When East had a weak Two 
Diamond bid available it was 
not easy for North-South to 
reach a sensible spot, but 
Three No-Trumps reached by 
South (after the aggressive 
overcaU of Two Spades) 
looked a reasonable contract. 
However, the six of diamonds 
lead scrambled the declarer’s 
entries a little. 

Declarer took the long of 
diamonds, unblocked the 
spades, and played a dub to 
the jack. At one table the 


American expert fshmael Lair 
(West) won with foe ace and 
found the dynamic defence of 
cashing the ace of hearts 
before exiting with a spade. 
Declarer could cash his 
spades but East came down to 
three diamonds and two dubs, 
and declarer was endplayed in 
his hand and had to concede 
three more tricks for down 
one. 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in.the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


7.i 


By Philip Howard 


OCTOPUSH 

a. An eight-man bobsleigh 

b. A baby octopus 

c. Underwater hockey 

QUIZZEE . 

a. A television panellist 

b. A sailor's pigtail 

c. An interrogative partide 


RYOKAN 

a. A fish 

b. Embroidery with string 
cAhostelry 

OSCAN 

a. Radio blind 

b. Italic 

c. Highland Gaelic 

Answers on page 46 



Keene on chess 


By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

London tournament 

In the pasL London has been 
foe setting for many important 
tournaments. Indeed, foe first 
ever international chess tour- 
nament was held at London in 
1851. Other notable chess tour¬ 
naments in London were 18S3, 
1899. 1927 and the 

GLC/Phillips and Drew series 
from 1980 to 1986 and the 
Watson, Farley & Williams 
series from 1988 to 1991. 

Although London cannot 
currently boast an internation¬ 
al tournament of similar cali¬ 
bre. the recent category ten 
tournament did contain some 
of the UK’s brightest hopes. 
Today I give two more games 
from the latest event to be 
staged in London. 

White: Neil McDonald 
Black: Luke McShane 
London. October 1997 
Sicilian Defence 


1 

e4 

cS 

2 

c3 

dfi 

3 

d4 

N16 

4 

Bd3 

96 

5 

h3 

cxd4 

6 

CWM 

a5 

7 



B 

NI3 

Nc6 

9 

0-0 

Bg7 

10 

Nc3 

00 

11 

Bc4 

be 

12 

b3 

h6 

13 

Ba3 

Bee 

14 

Nb5 

KB 

15 

Bxf3 

Rxfa 

16 

Ocl 

Kh7 

17 

Bd5 

NxdS 

18 

QxoB 

Ba6 

19 

Rfdl 

Nb4 

20 

RxcJB 

Nxc6 




21 Rxa8 

22 Nc7 


Rxa8 

Black lesigns 


Diagram of final position 



White: Matthew Turner 
Bladu Bogdan Lalic 
London, October 1997 
English Opening 


i 

c4 

96 

2 

Nc3 

Bg7 

3 

g3 

e5 

4 

Bg2 

15 

5 

e3 

Nf 6 

6 

Nge 2 

0-0 

7 

04) 

U 6 

8 

d3 

a5 

9 

a3 

c 6 

10 

Bbl 

Be 6 

11 

14 

817 

1 Z 

b4 

axt»4 

13 

axh4 

exf4 

14 

gxt4 

d5 

15 

ana 

Nx05 

16 

Nxd5 

8xd5 

17 

Bb2 

Bxb2 

1 ft 

RvhO 

PvnO 

IO 

ITAUd 

axgz 

19 

Kxg 2 

Ra3 

20 

Nd4 

Re 8 

21 

R13 

Od5 

22 

Kf2 

Nd7 

23 

Rg3 

N16 

24 

h3 

Rxa3 

25 

Nxl5 

Ftefl 


White resigns 

□ Raymond Keene writes on 
diess Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


By Raymond Keene 

White to play. This position is a 
variation from the game Spedman 
■— Stem. London 1980. 

White has a strong queenside 
a tt a ck, but his rooks are, currently 
at least, not playing a foil role. 
How could Spedman have rem¬ 
edied this problem with decisive 
results? 

Solution on page 46 























46 SPORT/ BROADCASTING _ 


Unusual remedies that turn convention on its head 


Sport in search of miracle cure 

MT CHRBBRANDB 


BRYANT’S 



I n sport, the really dan¬ 
gerous opponent, die one 
who can slop you in your 
tracks forever, is injury. 
And the lengths to which 
sportsmen will go to avoid 
getting hurt or find a cure for 
aches, pains and pulls are 
amazing. No regime is too 
eccentric, no treatment too 
unconventional. 

Take one of the most sur¬ 
prising sports news items of 
the week — the report that two 
New Zealanders won a 3.000- 
mile transatlantic rowing race 
in 41 days. It was alarming not 
jusr because of their speed — 
they knocked 32 days off the 
record — but because of the 
revelation that they rowed 
most of the way naked. 

Phil Stubbs, a policeman 
and lifeguard rower, ex¬ 
plained that he and his team¬ 
mate, Rob Hamill, “had a lot 
of problems with chafing and 
sores during four-day rows in 
practice-. 

“We experimented with 
seats and tried rowing shorts 
with sheepskin pads in them.” 
he said, -but, in 35 degrees of 
heat, that's a bit like wearing a 
sheepskin nappy. So we just 
put the sheepskins on the seats 
and rowed naked except for 
gloves. Our fingers are a bit 
numb, but apart from that 
we're still very fit.” 

In a bid to keep very fit. 
other sportsmen have tried 
just about everything from 
faith healers to seaweed baths. 

In football, faith healers 
have spirited their way into 
the game at the very highest 
level, with players and coaches 
such as Glenn Hoddle. Ian 
Wright and Bryan Robson all 
consulting healers, or refer¬ 
ring other people to them. 

Gary Lineker used acupunc¬ 
turists for his hamstrings, 
while Tony Adams has said 
that he would opt for the 
magic of alternative medicine 
rather than submit himself 
again to the surgeon's knife. 

When Eric Cantona played 
for Manchester United, he 
took herbal baths and aroma¬ 
therapy. with visits to The 
Medicine Shop and Clinic in 
Alderley Edge before every 
game for treatment 



• • ' t su r ' s * 








Stubbs and HamiD found an unconventional solution to chafin g daring their row, before celebrating in Barbados, right 


The champions of strange 
cures come from many sports. 
Leonard Walters, the former 
international athlete, who ran 
the 400 metres for Great 
Britain between 1967 and 1972, 
said that he was crocked by 
knee problems until he discov¬ 
ered coral caldum. 

“I tried all known remedies 
with no success.” he said. “I 
was virtually firing on anti¬ 
inflammatory medication. 

“Then I met a Norwegian 
doctor, who suggested coral 
caldum. I was sceptical, but 
willing to try anything. I 
started taking granules in my 
drinks and. after three or four 
weeks, the pain began to 
subside. Now. incredibly. I 
can play tennis, golf and run 
every day without even a knee 
brace." 

Coral caldum is collected 
from a reef around a couple of 
Japanese islands that boast 
the oldest and healthiest 
people in Japan. Similar 
claims are made for all sorts of 
potions and appfianoes. 

One man who knows all 
about injuries, to man and 
animals, is Billy Wilson. He 
runs a horse sanctuary near 
Wolverhampton and, for exer¬ 
cise, has completed five * 
London Marathons. He re¬ 


corded his fastest time while 
running as the back end of a 
pantomime horse. 

This week, he sent me a 
powerful magnet on a wrist 
strap. “Put this on and stand 
back for fireworks in your 
running." he instructed. “All 
ageing pains will vanish and I 
firmly believe that if the front¬ 
runners in this year's Flora 
London Marathon wear them, 
we will see a world record 
broken.” 

The device is called the 
Bioflow and uses a magnetic 
field “to put a charge into the 
bloodstream, encouraging the 
blood to accept more oxygen 
and work more efficiently". 



Caritorrarherbal help 
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Answers from page 45 
OCTOPUSH 

to A game of underwater hockey. From octofpus) * push. The Times. 
1970: "Octoposh is a new form of u nd erwater hockey. The pne is 
played by (cams of six. Tbc object of the game is to propd or shovci 
the pack along the bottom of the pool and into the opponents' guH 
[sc. a classic Times typo for "goaiy 
QUIZZEE 

(a) A panellist on a radio or television quiz programme. The 
derivation is plain. “Sheer ignorance about reality (had Mr Livings 
ever actually watched a TV quizT). and an ideology dependent on 
sentimentally (children being led past'surgical booths* indicated the 
qu i z zee's deficient life). 

RYOKAN 

to A traditional Japanese inn or hostelry. The Japanese word for 
such a place. “The ryokans, country inns, are worth the slight 
additional expe n se over Westernised hotels." 

OSCAN 

(b) Of or pertaining to the Osei (aka called Opsd, Op id), a pre- 
SabrtSan people centred on Campania in so u t h er n Italy. Also their 
Italic language. “The Oscaa village of Pompeii soon came under the 
influence of cultured Greeks across the bay.” 

SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 

1 RfiXdOfl._ Qxfc2Qa7» mating) 2 Qa7* Kc8 3 Rxf7! Rd7 4 Rxd7 Qxd7 5 
QaS checkmate 


Chris Brasher, the Olympic 
gold medal-winner and 
founder of the London Mara¬ 
thon. is one of those who has 
strapped on a Bioflaw and cast 
aside his knee braces — but be 
did find himself suffering 
from one unusual side-effect. 
While taking part in a com¬ 
bined calling and long-dis¬ 
tance running competition, the 
Universal 500. as part of a 
crew skippered by Sir Robin 
Knox Johnston, he had some¬ 
thing of a crisis of self- 
confidence when he found his 
legendary navigational skills 
deserted him and he got lost in 
the dark on the cliffs of Dorset. 

It was only after he had 
discarded three compasses 
and had a row with the 
manufacturers that he real¬ 
ised that a powerful magnet 
on your wrist may do wonders 
for your knees, brut plays hell 
with your compass. 

Perhaps Brasher should try 
an even more unlikely therapy 
being pioneered in the United 
States. There, George Straznh- 
skas has apparently fixed his 
knees using WD40 — the 
universal lubricant found 
lurking in tool kits and ga¬ 
rages in its familiar blue told 
yellow spray'can:-' 

Strazmtskas.'whd, as tiYiih- 


CYCLING 


ner, once qualified, for foe 
United States Olympic mara¬ 
thon trials at the age of 36, said 
that he heard of someone 
using WD40 “spray therapy" 
for pain and tried it on a knee 
that had hobbled him for three 
years. 

• “After two days, there 
seemed to be less pain.” he 
reported. “I had been taking 
six to eight 200mg tablets of 
Ibuprofen daily, but after a 
week I felt so good that I. 
stopped taking any at afl.” 


A fter a month, he said: 
“I spray foe knee 
with a fight mist 
three times a day and 
average one or two tablets of 
Ibuprofen daily. My daily run 
(four to six miles) is better than 
at any time in the past three 
years." 

Who can tell what other 
magic lurks in foe dark recess¬ 
es behind the logos of those 
sports bags? Far these days, 
when it comes to keeping on 
foe right side of that very thin 
line that separates peak fitness 
from injury and breakdown, 
whether it is WD40, sheepskin 
or magnets, sportsmen need 
all foe help foicy jan gct.' 

JornBryant 


Tour to be new force in Britain 


THE Prudential, foe country's 
biggest insurance company, 
will sponsor a new 850-mile 
international nine-day tour 
next year. 

The Pro Tour, from May 23, 
will start in Stirling and wind 
down foe East Coast of Eng¬ 
land. across foe Pennines. into 
foe Midlands and Wales and 
then east to Kent, before 
finishing on a one-mile circuit 
in the City of London. 

Prudential yesterday des¬ 
cribed foe tour, which carries 
£100,000 prize-money, as “the 
most ambitious ever staged in 
Britain”. The sponsors, new¬ 
comers to cycle racing, plan to 
bade the tour for at least four 


By Peter Bryan 

years, at an estimated cost of 
£4 million. 

Peter King, chief executive 
of the British Cycling Federa¬ 
tion. described foe lour as 
“good news and big news". 
Another to welcome it was 
Chris Board man, Britain’s 
leading rider, who said he 
would lead the entry of his 
French Gan team in foe event. 

“The race will be ideal for 
me and foe team," he said. “It 
comes just five weeks before 
the start of the Tour de France. 
It couldn't be better. I don’t 
often get the chance these days 
to ride in the UK.” 


Prudential have appointed 
Sport For Television (SFT), 
organisers of foe British 
stages in foe Tour de France, 
to play a similar role in their 
event 

Precise route details have 
still to be agreed with police, 
but all stage starts and finish¬ 
es are confirmed, and the 
organisers promise that the 
route will include regular 
testing hill climbs. 

PRO TOUR ROUTE: Urn 23: Surfing, 
praioexje tme tnd. Mw 24: Erfnbvgh to 
N m rc as Ce fiaOmfesl. MaygiGaasnead 
to York 012 mites) May 2& Manchester to 
Bacfcpoot (111 mites). May 27: Chaster to 
NortritH am (KD mtes) May 28: 
(SmirH^wntoCantf (12* mBas). May 29: 
Brad to Reading (98 mies) May 30: 
Chessrwon id Medway (100 mites). May 
31: London cficuft (50 ntfos). 
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Natural Bom Healers ; . 

Channel 4,830pm 

Tonight's complementary medicine is 
hypnotherapy antfwe waxch it being practised on 

Enc Hiredu a 4&year-oW catering manager who 
has long suffered from, foe painful disease of 
irritable bowel syndrome. Conventional 
treatments have failed to ease the problem but 
Hlnxh’sGP is stfflwaiy about referring him to the 






Peter WhorweH, no quack but a. trained 
consultant, Huts a team, of therapists and claims 
that 75 per cent of his patients get better. The kqr to 
foe treatment(nobody pretends it is a cure) is 
teaching (he patient ways of controlling bis 
condition. We follow Hired) through 12 sessions 
over three months, at a cost of £660. He is pleased 
with result, thoujpi there may be dangers in 
generalising from one case. 

United Tastes of America . 

Channel 4,830pm. 

The surprise about Dorinda Hafhert series on 
American food it that tt has taken her unifl episode 
five to cover foe Jewish influence. There.are, after 
alL more Jews in New York alo n e t h a n anywhere 
dse, not exduding JsraeL Arriving in their 
thousands from central and eastern Europe 
towards foe end erf file last century and foe start of 
this, they have contributed hugely to the national 
cuisine. From sampling pastrami sandwiches at 
Katz's Deli on the Lower East Side, Hafner makes 
her boisterous way across town to the Hasidic 
community, distinguished by their'beards, wigs 
(for the women) and adherence to stricter kosher 
rules. For those wanting toby the recipes the show 
moves much too fast and is too short on detail, 
though this may be to boost sales of the Qe-m book. 

Pommies 

Channel 4,9JOOpm ' 

Britons who have made their borne in Australia 
provide.a lively theme for a scries by Brian Hm, 
who was responsible for that unforgettable look at 
a Home Counties golf dub. Hill’s first group of ex¬ 
pats offer contrasting views of their adopted 
country. Simon Collins is an advertising man. once 
with Saatchis. who has settled easily into the 




Advertising XQ3U Simon Collins (C4 9pm) 

Aussfe way of fife. We find him shooting a 

^Wfor Australian ^andbecom% 

father. Jackie and John, on for other hand, are foe 

i.ftmrete wbingeing Fonts. They dislike almost 
everything about Australia, from blue skies to 
bartiecueu food, and cannot wait » back to 
fodr nativtUverpooL Rowan Ayers, once with foe 


the washing up.. 

Scare Stories: Running on Empty 
BBCZ, 935pm 

In the late 1960s and early 1970s there was no 
shortage of gloomy predictions that foe world’s 
stocks of cnL natural gas and essential metals were 
running out and mat industrial soci ety fa ced. 
collapse: The second film In this mind-strerduiig 
l yrifg examines these gloomy predictions and the 
credentials of foe people behind them and attempts 
to explain why, by and large, they have failed to 
come hue. At the time the arguments seemed 
plausible enough.-Helped by a receptive media, foe 
ideas of campaigning groups such as Friends of the 
Ear* became foe new orthodoxy. The oil crisis of 


Earth becam e foe new orthodoxy. The oil crisis of 
1973 seated to prove the pessimists right But the 
worry over ou now is about pollution, not 
availability. Sane doom watchers admit the y go t it 
wrong. Others insist they will be yet be proved 
right . Peter Waymark 


RADIO CHOICE 


Siaokey Robinson's Semi Selection • 

Radio 2.9XX)pm 

The man who turned down foe Beatles has near- 
I eg endary status in popular music but early, in this, 
the first of a series on soul music, we discover foe 
man who turned down Smokey Robinson and foe 
Miracles. Robinson recalls a record company 
executive saying that"there is already a group with 
a guy singing High and a girl in foe group so we 
would never make iT. That group was The Ratters 
so tme can see the record producer’s point, though 
he must have been chewing his kriuadeS for years 
thereafter. Robinson introduces these programmes 
with great panadie and a lightness of touch that 


sits well with foe music, which is interspersed with 
anecdotes from Robinson’S kmg career as one of 


Evening Concert . . 

(Classic FM. 80Opm ■ 

Classic can always be relied upon to mark any 
anniversary that offers an excuse to play some 
modem music, told who can blame them? 
Tonight's concert marks Thanksgiving Day in the 
-■ United Slates and part of the interest centres on the 
: fact . that .it. showcases two composers as 
. conductors. Leonard Bernstein conducts the 
. London Symphony Orchestra in a performance of 
his overture Candide and Aaron Copland 
'/ conducts a perfor ma nce of his third symphony by 
Che New Philhannonia Orchestra. And foe dirnax 
of foe evening, almost inevitably, is Sousa’s Stars 
and Stripes, foe hast imposing work on the 
p r o g ram me, performed by me Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra. Peter Barnard 




RADIO 1 


WORLD SERVICE | 




(Jten Kevin Greening and Zbft Bel 9X0 Simon Mayo 12.00 
Jo Whtey. Includes 12.30pm Narebeat 2X0 Marie Radcfiffe 
4X0 Dove Pearce 6.15 Newsbeat 620 Evening Session BXO 
Movie Update &40 Mystery Preeentaioxo Mary Arne Hobbs 
1240 Blue Jan ISOan COve Warren 4JM Chris Moytes : 


(UXtani Alex tester 7.30 Wake Up to Wogan 9X0 Ken Bruce 
11JO Jknmy Young UOpm Debbie Thrower 3X0 Ed Stewart. 
5jQ5 John Dunn 7.00 BrtUsh Country Mudc Awards, Kflghfighte 
bom this year’s event held recently in Bfc u rii tfiu m 8X0 Raul 
Jones 9X0 Smokey Robinson’s Soul Selection. See Choice 
UO.Ihe Russ Abbot Show IOjOO The Comedy Quiz 1030 
RtohaidAflhson 12X5sm Steve Madden 3X0 John Twrait- . 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


BXOam The Breakfast ProfparnmetbOO Nicky Campbell 12X0 
Midday with Mar 2.00pm Ruscoe on Five 4X0 Nationwide 
7X0 News Extra vdh David McNel 7X0 The Thursday Match. 
Manchester United v FC Kosice. Fufl c omme ntar y on fte 
European &p Champions' League match at Old Traftorri 9X0 
Footbali on the Brfcik 10X0 NeweTak 11X0 News Bdra 12X0 
Altar Hours 2X0em Up AD Night 5X0 Morning Reports 


VIRGIN RADIO 


5X0am Jammy Clark 7X0 Chris Evans 10X0 (HQ Robin 
Banks (AM) Graham Dene IXOpm (FU) rack Abbot (MW) 
Wcky Home 4X0 Russ 'n' Jono 7X0 (FM) Paul Coyte (AM) 
Caimin Jones 10X0 Marie Forest 2X0am Rfchard Porter 


TALK RADIO 


OXOsm Paul Roes and Carol McGtffen 9X0 Scofl Chisholm 
12X0 Lorraine Ke#y 2.00pm Tommy Boyd 4X0 Peter Deetey 
7X0 Anna Raeburn 9X0 Jamas Whale IXOera ten CoBns 


6X0am On Air, wth Andrew McGregor. Includes - 
Mozart (Horn Concerto inTE RaQ: Shostakovich 
(Piano Concetto No 2}: Massenet (Mat B ation. 
Thais); Bach, reconstr Standage (Concerto in D 
for three vioBns); Saint-Saens (Marche H&oique); 
Barber (VfoBn Concerto) 

9X0 Morning C o Ua c Hon, with Peter Hobday. Dvotek. 

e rerture My Home); Adam (Mas amis. Fnoutm. 

PostiBon de Longjemeau); Saint-Sa&nB (Suite),- 
Thomas (EUe Ne.Cnoyait Pas, Mjgnon); Liszt 
(Transcendental Stones Nos 
10X0 Musical Enco u nter s, w&h Mary-MBer. Rubinstein 


ShGK The Handmaid's Tale 7X0 Composer at the Month ax» 
ttews 0.10 Pause for Thought ai5 Performance 8X0 The Ed 
Stewart Show 9X0 News: News irr German (648 only) 9.05 
World Business Report 9 l 15 Poems by Post 9X0 BSC English: 
Business Fte 9.45 Sports Rourafcp 10X0 Newsdesk 10X0 
Discovery 11X0 NawsdeMc 11X0 Chflckenin Conversation 
11X5 From Our Own Correspandok 12X0 News 12X5pm 
World Bdsfcren'. Report 12.15 Britain Today 12X0 Record 
News.12X5 Sports RcxmdUp 1X0 Newshour 2X0 News 2X5 
-Outlook 2X0 MiXXrack X-Prass 3X0 News; News in German 
(848 only) 3X5 Sports Roundup &15 Westway 3X0 The 
Vintage Chart Show 4X0 News 4.19 flBoord News 4X0 The 
Work) Today: News In German (648 only) 4X5 Britain Today 
5X0 Bsnpa Today SXO.Wbrid Business Report 5X5 Sports 
Boundtt) 6X0 Nowsdink 6X0 Aanlgnment; News in German 
(648 only) 7X0 News Sumnpry 7X1 Outlook 7X5 Pause for 
-ThoughtT^O John Pea) 8 j6o Nri^ahWjf 9X0 News 9XffW6rtd 
Business Report9.1fiBritBlnToday9XO Marfdten Books 10X0 
Newsdesk 10X0 The World Today 10X5 Sports Romiup 
11X0 News 11X5 Outlook 11X0 John Peel 12X0 Nevwdesk 
12X0am Westway 12X5 Britain Today 1X0 Newsdesk 1X0 
Cwoposar of #» Weak 2X0 Nowaday 2X0 Focus on Faith 
3X0 Naws 3X5 Wold Business Report 3.15 Sports Roundup 
3X0 Assignment 4X0 Newsdesk 4X0 Europe Today 5X0 
NawsdaySXO EuropeTocfcy 


CLASSIC FM 


fiXlten reck Beley, inducing Morning March and Breaklast 
Baroque 9X0 Henry Kafly. Mfohaai Barry's Ctescic Recipe is 
French roetabla soup. Plus, the CtassfoMasterpieca IXOpm 
listener Request Hou. Presented by Jana Jones 2X0 
Concerto. Ravel (PSeno Concerto in G) 3X0 Jamb Crick 7X0 
Nawsnight vAh John Banting 7X0 Sonata. Beethoven (Horn 
Sonata in F) 8X0 Evening Concert Sea Choice, includes 
Bernstein (OvertusCancSds); Gershwin (Piano Concerto in F), 
Barber (KnotvUe, Sumter of 1915): Copland (Symphony No 
3); Sousa (The Stas and Stripes Forever) 10X0 Michael 
Mappkt 2.00am Concerto Jr) 3X0 Mark Griffiths 


Herzund Mund); Hakim (Hymne de ITJniverse); 
Vtvaki (Trio Sonata in D mmor. La Fo5a) 

12.00 Co m po s er of the Waste Mass e net 
IXOpm The Operatic Year. Hugh Canning and 
Andrew Clements discuss some of the best CD 
opera issues of the year with Michael OSver.' 
Includes Puodnr’s La Fkn&ne. with a cast 
indurfing Angela GboonMu and Roberto Atagna. 
and Die UfoaC by Wafter Braunfels, wfth Heflen 
Kwon. Endnk Wottrich, Michael Kraus, WbKgang . 
Hatzmalr and Matthias Gome 
2X0 The BBC Orchestra*. BBC PhStarmahic under 
Van Pascal To rto ta r , with OecBe OusseLpiano. 
Bridge (Sufe Tha Sea); Ssunt-Safins (Piano 
Concerto No 2 In G minor); Britten (Passacagfia, 
Peter Grimes); Roussel (Symphony No 3);, 
Debussy (La Mar) 


5X5am (LW) Stripping Forecast 6X0 News Briefing 

6.70 Fanning Today 625 Prayer for the Dsy&iw 

Today 8^0 Yesterday in Parliament 8X8 Weather 
AXO Nam 9X6 Tbe Moral Meza, with MfeMef-Bueik 
10X0 (FM) News; A Caribbean Mystery: Mchaet. 
BatewefT s d37tz2tsaHon o) Agatha Orotie’s 
classic detective novel &S) 

10X0 (LW) DeB* Service 
10.15 (LW) OnThl*Ehw, with Geoffrey Wheeler 
10X0 Women's Hour. To celebrate today’s pubficattan 
of Ttie New Woman's Hour Book of Short Stories, 
Bona Shaw reads Clare BoyteuYs God and Saves 
11X0 From Our Own CorrespoodenL News from BBC 
reporters around the world 
12.00 News; You aod Yocrb, wllh Mark WWCaker 
12^pm Inspbatton. Chrts Stuart rfraira anoOter round '• 
rt the panel gone if» which irwentfons, efisoovertes 
and design am subjected to quizzical invesltoation 
12X5 Weather 

1.00 TIis World at Omr with Mck Ctarka 
1 AO The Archers M 1X5 Shipping Forecast 
2X0 Mesa; Thursday A ft ernoon Play: Long Tbne 
Man, by Judy Upton Throe lonely woman start 
writing to the same tong-term prisoner. W3h Prai, 
Higgins. 01 Botcher and Leda Hodgson 
3X0 Newa; Anemoan SMB, with Dare Brahan 
4X0 Nmn 4X5 KMddoacope. Pad Man sses flw 
stage premie re oi Babe the Steep Pig at the ....- 
Bniilngham HppodromB and a new production of 
TwWflfiNigWst Stratford 

4X5 Short Story: ParaonM Growth, by GB McEvoy, 
read by Sumy Ormondo 


4X0 Ensemirieu Penny Gere presents a recital by the 
pianists Artur Pizano and Stephen Coomns. 

. ... Mozart (Sonata in D); Saint-Saens (Variations on a 

Theme of Beethoven) to 
445 Muefc Ma c hin e, wftn Tommy Fearacn 
5X0 Itt lhrw Today's guast is the tXijan-American 
guitarist Manud &Rueco. Music inctudes 

Oowtend, DvcWk and Delius's A Song ot Summer. 
conducted by Sir John Barbirolli 
7X0 Perton n w co on 3. BBC Ndfonal Orchestra of 
Wales under Tadaaki Otaka, with John UU, piano. 
Qazunoy (Symphony No 5 fo B fiat); Tchaitowky 
(Plano Concarto No 1 in B fiat minor): EJaar 
(Entome Variafions) 

0X0 Deskew far living (Sounding the Century). 

La Corbusier's Marseffie Unite 

945-Aii Eaeter Song. More Hungarian fofle songs 


ariaoons) 

orLMng (SoumSng the Century), 
rfmgjflsfts Le Corbusier's Marseflte Unite 


10X0 MuMc Hartn ta d ."fhe second pertbrmance from 

Racfc 3 s dsw of invitation concerts st tha Royal 
Academy ot Music ceiebrafing the musical Becrf 

fateifflh-certury Londoa Includes songs by 

. - Stephen Stotace end Wiliam ShtekterSiSn 

. sotasby Jean-Batiste Krumphob and Jan 

. Ladtslav Dussek 

1045 IWWavo. Hermione Lee talks to Pater Brook 
about hra aedaraed praduction o> Beckett's Oh 
Los Beat# Joura (Happy Days) 

11X0 Composer ollhe Week: Strauss (r) 
w* Dfoby Fahwealher 

.1X0 Through the Night, wift Donald Madeod 


Po^ertm. Reece Shearsmah.MSSS^S 


TXO Msam>X5 Ths Arehera 

7X0 Ooraroer^ Honi^ Tha story of the 

a&i- - 

ISS 

nteffisaarisSEK 

. BradbwylnttoducesteXr^ffe^. 


H mcnara Pearce 

^^OJ^fnParihmam J 
11X0 (FM) Offspring. The laat of the aeries m 

= 8 BSSa 5 Bfir 




4. FM 92.4- 


Teyton.isnd r ^ c ompffad by Smfih, ftrean’^on. 
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he gnat thing about The X- 
Files (BBC1) is that it is one 
of these science-fiction dra¬ 
mas where, you never have to 
suspend your disbeOef. You have 
to screw it up intaa right ball and 
launch it,from. Cape Canaveral": - 
Take last mghrs episode, Leon¬ 
ard Betts. Betts (Paul McCrane) is 
an Emergency Medical Techni¬ 
cian in FlmaddiAift whodWin a- 
car crash. He doesn'tjust dies he is 
decapitated. Mulder and Scully 
come into the picture when Betts’s 
headless corpse- gets... What? 
What? Gets stolen? Nope. Begins 
singing Sweet Carolines Nope, not 
thar either. Gets up and walks our 
of the hospital morgue? Bingo! 

Next thmg you know, Leonard’s 
even got a brand new head on his 
shoulders. He just grows new 
ones. He can do this with other 
body parts, too. So when a security 
guard catches him. up to no good 
and handcuffs him. Laniard sim¬ 
ply Tears off his own thumb and 


slips free. By this time, even 
Mulder and Scully are beginning 
to suspect that there is something 
unusual about this Bens fellow: for 
me thing, he definitely died anc£ 
before, sec years ago. Only Bob 
Monkhouse dies.tins regularly 
and still manages to survive. 

- Nor that Scully can swallow 
Mulders wild theory, that “Betty 
tore off his thumb because he 
knew he amid grow another one." 

Scully: Mulder, it just doesn't 
work mat way. Mulder But is it 
unimaginable? is Betts’s ability to . 
regenerate any greater a leap 
forward titan ourancestore’s abili¬ 
ty to communicate with language 

and walk upright? 

Scully: But language, evolution, 
is a series of steps, not leaps. 
Mulder. Recent evolutionary 
theory would disagree. What sci¬ 
entists call punctuaQsmOT punctu¬ 
al equilibrium. It theorises that 
eroJutibrary advances are cata¬ 
clysmic, not gradual* that evolu¬ 


tion occurs not along a straight 
graphable line, but in huge fits and 
starts. And that the unimaginable 
happens in between the gaps. 

So where is David Attenborough 
when you need him to fin you in on 
recent evolutionary theory? Only 
gambolling in the Arctic! 


Yi 


ou won’t find many stars 
trekking to the Arctic just to 
film opening remarks for a 
WBdlife Special cm the Polar 
Bear (BBC)). Certainly not Mich¬ 
ael Caine. He admits: "When you 
have a high standard of living, 
sometimes you must make a very 
low standard of movie * But Caine 
draw the line w the Arctic, “When 
I men up a script," he once 
confessed, “and it says ‘Nome, 
Alaska. Our hero is walking in the 
Minding snow with a dog star I 
dose it again. Quickly." 

But if you want to film polar 
bears, you have, little choice. 
Having bothered to make the 



Joe 

Joseph 


journey in the first place, producer 
Maxiha Holmes, and cameramen, 

- Doug Allan and Martin Saunders, 
went beyond the call of duty by 
taking such dramatic underwater 
footage of polar bears that they 
have set a daunting benchmark for 
the other five programm es in this 
series. “Here, for the first time." 
said Attenborough in his husky 
hiss, “is a fuB picture of that most 
formidable and 'massive of hunt¬ 


ers." Caine wouldn't have been 
right for the part, anyway. 

Rdar bears are fun to watch. But 
you don't envy them their lifestyle. 
Finding breakfast takes up most of 
their fife. Polar bears will navel 
thousands of miles across frozen 
ice in search of a tasty seal pup. 
Their startling sense of smell 
means that they can sniff a sea] 
even when it’s a kilometre away,, 
and sheltering in an underground 
lair. Hie bear creeps the final few 
yards so as not to .alert the pup, 
then pounds on the ice with his 
from paws to break and enter the 
lair. By then the seal pup has 
usually' slunk off into an under¬ 
ground waterway. In human 
terms this is like walking from 
London to Aberdeen to buy your 
groceries only to find, Mien you 
get there, that the supermarket has 
dosed down. Irs not what you 
would call much of a life. 

As is often the case in Nature, 
the female has the extra burden of 


polar 

bear who has a couple of cubs in 
tow not only has to find food for ail 
three of them, but also has to steer 
dear of any males. A large male 
would happily kill the cubs. Wlw? 
Because this would make the 
female sexually receptive again 
and he could then ensure that the 
next generation carries his genes. 


I 


t sounds almost as distasteful 
as Mulder’s theories about 
Betts's regenerating head. But 
not as distasteful as Billy Butlin. 
the rags-to-riches holiday camp 
king, who was die subject of Secret 
Lives (Channel 4). Butlin said that 
there were “four things in a man's 
fife — women, money, ambition 
and power", which showed us two 
things: that he dearly wasn’t a big 
fan of Twiglets; and that he would 
probably end his days a rich, 
greedy, serially married, deceitful, 
thuggish. knighted, unhappy and 
unpleasant soda! climber. He did. 


Particularly fascinating was the 
film footage of life at Butiin’s 
camps in their 1950s heyday (those 
beauty parades!), along with insid¬ 
er details of life b ackstage at 
Skegness, Clacton and Filey. 

Many waitresses, it seems, were 
prostitutes, who made up their 
(tiriful wages by working flat out: 
on their tacks. No wonder it was 
"Good morning, happy campers". 

As for those famous Redcoats, 
they sweated in pursuit of the 
coveted Ram's Head trophy of 
“Redcoat of the Week", which was 
awarded on points: ten points for 
the “Holiday Princess"; 15 for the 
“Glamorous Granny*, and 20 
points for the general manager's 
wife. Knickers were needed as 
verification. So when people told 
you that being a Redcoat was good 
training for a future performing 
career on stage or screen, they 
must have meanT performing in 
something like Sexy Sam. The 
Windowcleaner Man. 
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6.00am Business Breakfast (56602) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast Nam (T) (51060) 

9.00 Good .Living A Tetetubbtes 

(5213534) .. 

9.25 Style Challenge (5232669) .. 

_ 9-50KJIroy(T) (8378981) 

10-30 Can’t Cook, Wont Cook (7686783) 

■ 10.55 The RoaHy UsefulShow (7510973) 

.Lf* 11.35 Change That (5211814) 

;*• 12.00 Nam CD (6900806), 

■: J* 12.05pm Cak My Bluff (2569783) .. •“ •• 

- 12J5 Give Us A Clue (2929602) .. 

1.00 Nem (T) and weather (6144 7 ) 

1.30 Regional Nam (84040114) 

1 AO The Weather Show (59508379) 

1.45 Neighbours (TJ (97453244) ■ • 

2.10 Snooker:.. • UK Championship Two 

quarter-finals- Continues on BBC2 
(9105319) 

3JO Funnybones (1881176) 3.35 Playdays 
(8870008) 3JSS The . Silver Brumby 
(8874824) 420 Mr Wyml (9670398) 4.35 
Smart (1487737) SM Newsround (T), 
(5121060) 5.10 Byker Grove (I) 
(9072060) 

5.35 Neighbor as (t) (I) (358404) • ' 

6.00 News (T) and weather (379) 

6.30 Regional Nam (331) 
j 7.00 Watchdog (T) (6379) 

7.30 EaatEndara Cindy demands access to 
her children; Simon sees to It that Tarty 
isn't going to live without making a 
contribution (T).{843)' : -j 

8.00 Animal Hospital Shauna Lowry joins 
Inspector Mark Martin on night patrol as 
he rescues sick and injured animals from 
the London streets after dark (T) (5027) - 
830 Holiday Reps: Summer 

Loving Gaynor prepares , to 
celebrate her father’s 60tti birthday as her 
parents arrive an Lanzarote.. Eve 
introduces her mates from England ip her 
boyfriend, local water-AndtaU8 (3/6) (1) 

. ..- v.. —r-c; 

9.00 Nem (T) and weather (61-w). j ■ 

9.30 Men Behaving Badly: Wsfchirig'TV 
Tony’s incessant wtffidsms dLfflng en 
episode of Star Trek leave Witt hiding out 
in a watertank In the loft (I) (34719) ... 

10.00 They Think If a AH Over Stuart Hall and 
a. Suzanne Dando Join regulars Gay 
Lineker, Lee Hurst, DavidGawer and 
Rory Mc&ato tor another round of the 
sports qidz (T)'^28669) • 

10J0 CBve Anderson All talk Ronnie Corbett 
and the former President of South Africa, 
F.W. de Klerk, are the guests (14749) . 
11.00 Question Time Discussion from 

Birmingham wtth'a panel comprising the 
Labour MP Oona King, the Conservatlva 
MP Julie KJrkbride. Lambtt Oplk ot the 
Libera! Democrats and the columnist 
Richard Uttejohn (I) (602242) 

12.05am Final Verdict (1991) with Treat 
Williams, Otlv® Bumattoand Glenn Ford. 
Fact-tasedtirama'chroricfingthe career 
of the controversial 1920s defence 
lawyer,.Ead Rogers. Directed by Jack 
Fisk (6195480) 

1 .25 Weather (9395683) • . 

130 BBC New 24 


VkkmPfcM+. and ttw VMao PkmCodos . 
The numbora next to ch TV programme 
feting an VWao PtuaOoda"* numbers, which 
allow you taprogramma ycajrvidaa 
instantly with a VfdeoPlU8+ , “ hand* 
the Video PtusCode lot the prograr 


. 6.00am ScfenriK Images of the Cosmos fT) 
(65981) 630 Missing the Meaning? (T) 
(22060) 

7.00Sm Hear Breakfast Nam (T and 

signing) (2335881) 

7.15 Tetetubbtes (i) (4684244) 7AO Perils of 
Penelope Pitstop (r) (2968485) 8.05 Blue 
Peter ft) (T) (2548282) 830 Mouse and 
Moie(t) (9342534) 835 Johnson and 
Friends (r) (4246008) 845 Bit Record 
(9234263) 9.10 Numbertime (4741981) 

' 9J25 Megamaths (2828718) 9A5 Come 
Outride (4121992) 104>0 Teteiubbies 
. (46640) lOJOStorytime (1715391) 10*5 
. • The Bcpertmenter (2033060) 11J)5 

•: Space Ark (B960282) 11.15 ZlgZag 
(1255185) 11J5 English File (1716404) 
11.55 Ljfeschoot (7116440) 12£0pra 
■ • Showcase (6802263) 

12^0 Working Lunch (45824) ■ 

IJWTalaa of Aesop (r) (48744814) 1.05 
- V Monty (t) (49194355) 1-10 The hfetoy 
. . Hour from Perth (6071176) 2.10 Going, 
. .Going. Gone (52141027) 2M News 
. (30B3176) 2.45 Westminster (774080^ 

: 3^5 News (8688282) . 

330 Snooker: UK Chan^donahip Quarter- 
" trial coverage (613553) 
fiuOOThe Wh it b r e a d The crews arrive In 
Fremantle at the end of the second leg 
■ ' (62D 

630 HH,.MIes or Maybe (464553) - 
6.45 Smoker Quarter-final action (934624) 
730Flrat Sight Seeds of Doubt How 
. ‘ people are unwittingly being, force-fed 
genetically modified food (7) (485) 
WALES: Just One Chance EAST: Matter 
. of Fart MIDLAND: The Midlands Report 
. NORTH/NORTH EAST/NORTH WEST/ 
. SOUTH WEST: Close Up SOUTH: 

. Southern Eye WEST: West News 
8LOO just One Chance A week In the Sts of a 
North London teacher (3669) WALES: 

■ Roy Ntrtjle on Corrwnoh Ground 
830Top Gear The legendary Lotus 48, and 
Cold War cars (T) (2176) 

9.00 Third Rock from the Sun (1) (284485) 


630am GMTV (4785824) 

935 Suparmariost Sump (T) (5218089) 
935RagionBl Nam (T) (6735718) '* 

10.00 The Time, the Placw («466) 

1030 TMs Homing (T) {48004263) 

1230pm Regional Nem (6906089) 

1230 Nem (T) aid weather (2955027) 

1235 Sborttand Street (2930718) 135 Home 
' and Away (T) (66343701) 130 The 
Rockford Files (5372244) 230 Vanessa: 
m Do Anything to Be Successful (T) 
(8371379) 

330 Nem (8683737) 

333 Rogtonai Nows (T) (8682008) 

330 Potamus Park (3507756) 3.40Wtzadora 
(1896008) 330 Kipper (1885992) 430 
The Sylvester and Tweety Mysteries (T) 
(9645602) 4.15 jumanp (T) (2367814) 
4v40ZIg-»-Z(g-Ah: The Spice of Life A look 
behind the scenes wfth the Spice Gils as 
they prepare for their hour-long television 
special An Aucfence wrth the Sp*» Gris. 
Lee Sharpe interviews the five and teis 
the tale of how each BOb girl grew up to 
be a Spice Girl (T) (9543737) 

5.10 A Country Precdce Kate and her father 
are shocked when Tom arrests Kate's 
mother (9534911) 

5j40Nowb (T) and weather (273602) 

6.00 Hama and Amy (t) (T) (626517) 

635 Regional Weather (933008) 

630 Regional Nem (T) (517) 


handset Tap bt 


wish to rocord. VJdeoplua+ (*), Pluacodo.L 
end Video Programmer are. trademarks 
Gemstar Devafapmant Ud. 



Author Mtohaef Affaby (935pm) 


-935 



Scare Stories: Rtmnhtg on. 
Empty Examining the 
predictions made In the 
(267640) . 

10.15 Bytndbfl Pictures Showcaring start 
% experimental 18ms (656008) 

-1030 ftewsntght (T) (38546Q 

11.15 Snooker (610824) 
113SWeathw(14(B05) 

1230 The MidnlgM Hour (32886) 

1230am Learning' Zona: The Maktog of 
Qerroatne.Giw ^375480) 1235 Great 
' CMSfflttons (I) (9710751) 130Alaska (I) 

- -. . (83683) 130 Venice and Antwerp 
(99732) 2.00 Further &frjeatkJD (76409) 
*' 4.00-FSm Education (42409) 4L30 FHm 
£cfucatjori'(7J848) 5.00 Teacher Training 
■... (33l9Q)530NortftSbuth Linldng (33515) 



. Clive Hornby aa JackSugdsn (7pm) 

7.00 Emmsrdale Zak has troubte with a rival 
busker; Biff tries to talk to an angry Roy; 
. . meanwhfe, Jack's birthday kiss is seen 
• by Sarah (T) (1447) 

730 Champions’ League — Live! 

Manchester United v PC Kosice Bob 
Wilson presents coverage from Old 
/ Traffard (T) (336992) 

NB: Subseq ue nt programmes may run late 
1030 Nem (T) end weather (13737) 
1030RegkmBl News (776824) 

1030 WALES: Wales This Week (294379) 
10.40 in Suspicious Circumstances (r) (T) 
(850195) 

11.10 WALES: Showcase ’97 (131737) 

T1.40 Champions’ League Highlights 

Including Barcelona v Newcastle and 
Manchester United v FC Kosice (786331) 
1230am The LADS (T) (6554577) 

1.15 Funny Business (B39048G) 

130 The Loop (r) (5270409) 

2.10 Plan at Rock ProfVeK Simple KOnds 
(1955190) 

235 Late and Loud (r) (2813428) 

330 The Good Sax Guide Late (r) (3770206) 
435 Sound Bites (40296515) 

435 The Time, the Place (r) (93319664) 

5. 00 The Pulse (r) (T) (37916!) 

530 Nem (20041) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West ex ce pt : 

1235-135 A Country PracBce (2930718) 
S.10-5>m Shortland Street (9534911) 
539-630 Air Watch (771195) 

635 Centred Nem (965138) 

635-730 LtteSne (988718) 

1040-1130 Videotech Special (850195) 
1230am Funny Bustoaos (6554577) 

1.15 Ptenet IBrth (6390480) 

140 Rockmatda (8302157) 

235 God’s Gift (2813428) 

330 Late and Loud (3770206) 

435 Central Jobflnder *97 (8150022) 
530 Asian Eys (9976732) 


As HTV West except 
1230pm-1230 IBumtn aB on s (6906089) 
12^ Home and Away (7934379) 
130-130 EDUnenMa (79034379) 
5.10-540 Home and Away (9534911) 
630-730 Westoounhy Live (57669) 
1040-1140 VMeotach Special (850195) 


V- WS&SS: 


As HTV West except 
5.10540 Home and Away (9534911) 
630 Meridian Tonight (447) 
630-730 Rural Rides (517) 

1040 Meridian Focus (294379) 

11.10 The Ptar (417669) 

1135-1140The Listings (157195) 
435am Beyond Reason (93319664) 
530 Freescreon (37916) 


As HTV West except 
12.19pm AngBa Air Watch (6918824) 
1235-135 Fashion Police (2930718) 
5.105.40 Shortland Street (9534911) 
633cAnglte Weather (934737) 

635 Anglia Nem (965138) 

635-730 What's On (B88718) 

1039 Anglia Air Watch (182006) 

3PE 




Starts: 730am The Big Breakfast (84398) 
930 YsgoBon (715485) 

1130 Powerhouse (7089) 

1230 Sesame Street (59850) 

1230pm Rkdd Lake (30992) 

130 Stot IMthrtn (59014850) 

1.15 wn Cwac Cwac (54064355) 

130 Gardens Without Borders (S4024176) 
145 Fflm: Brothers In Law (74467008) 

330 Collectors’ Lot (805) 

4.00 Hfteen-to-One (640) 

430 Movers and Shaken (824) 

5.00 5 Pump (2553) 

530 Countdown (176) 

630 Newyddton (480331) 

6.10 Heno (545669) 

7.00 Poboi y Cwm (145176) 

735 PenUwydd Hapus (174640) 
aOO Os Byw Ac tech (8737) 

830 NewydrBon (7244) 

9.00 HeHwr (6089} 

1130 Pommies (64534) 

1230 Dispatches (5915664) 

1245am Secret Lives: Billy Butfin (424916) 
145-2.15 Natural Bom Healers (29954) 


CHANNEL 4 


7.00am The Big Breakfast (84398) 

930 Schools; History n Action (2834379) 
930 Geographical Eye Ova Britain (T) 
(2847843) 940 The Maths Programme 
(T) (7386398) 1030 Middle English (7) 
(9565355) 10.15 le Petit Monde de 
Pierre (2915076) 1030 Scientitc Eye (T) 
(2045805) 1030 Film and Video 

Showcase (2065669) 11.10 The Spanish 
Programme (1241992) 

1130 Powerhouse political magazine (7089) 
1230 Sesame Street (59850) 1230pm 
Light Lunch (33718) 130 Gardens 
without Borders (T) (84024176) 

145 The October Man (1947, b/w) starring 
| John MBs. A psychological thriller about 
I a man with suicidal tendencies who is 
suspected of murder. Directed by Roy 
Baker (T) (74467008) 

330 CoKectonx’ Lot a Subbuteo collection 
and a feature on the life of graphic artist 
M.C. Escher (T)-{805) 

4.00 FHteetvto-One (T) (640) 430 

Countdown (7) (1481176) 435 Ricto 
Lake; People who claim to have been 
abduced by afiers (T) (9221331) 530 Pet 
Rescue (I) (176) 

630 Boy Meets World Rites of passage 
comedy (T) (426599) 

635 Fresh Pop (924350) 

630 KoByoaks Teen soap (T) (669) 

730 Channel 4 News (T) (189447) 

730Get Sorted The last in the series looks at 
laying a garden path (844195) 



Erich Hhech's search for a cure (8pm) 

8.00 Natural Born Healers: Hypnotherapy 

Eric Htrech tome to his GP and Dr George 
Lewith as he struggles to fhd relief from 
the pain caused by Irritable bowel 
syndrome (T) (8737) 

830 taawMferi United Tastes of America 

Dorinda Hafner samples New 
York's famous Jewish food (7) (7244) 
9.00 Dispatches A look at the worth of the 
warranties issued by the National House 
Building Council (T) (259621) 
a 45 Lloyds Bank FUm Challenge: Hands 
That Really Grip In praise of Action Man 
(T) (69646 6) 

10 -°° K5SS3 Pommies A took at Brttteti ex- 
pats in Australia, made by 
Brian Hill of Sytvarfe Waters lame (T) 
(1/3) (2311553) 

1135 Babylon 5 Garibaldi leads a team to 
rescue Sheridan (T) (890973) 

.12.00 Dope Sheet Animation magazine 
(27954) 

1230am Bites of Britain A series ol animated 
shorts on the theme of the experience of 
being British (25979409) 

335 Photo Romans (r) (22331732) 

3.40 Ez Streets Quinn continues to search for 
the truth (7107848) 

430The American Football Big Match (r) 

(6848225) 

535 Sesame Street (2284008) 


CHANNEL 5 


CHANNELS ON SATELLITE 
Charnel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on ihe Astra Satellite. 
Viewers with a Vkfsocrypt decoder will 
be able to receive the channel free of 

ffl^STpi^^ , 1M2075 a GSS T ^jind: 

7.02 and 730 MHz 


630am 5 News Early (2250805) 

730 Milkshake (4913447) 735 Kablam' A 
new animated series for children 
(6314398) 830 Havakazoo (r) (5845783) 
830WldeWorld A look at what is being done 
to prevent computer systems from going 
wrong (5/5) (6295224) 

9.00 Espresso Consumer affairs magazine 
(2295350) 1030 Exclusive (r) (8392602) 
1030 Instant Gardens (r) (2895468) 
11.00 Leeza Award-wrining American chat 
show (7957756) 1130 Double Espresso 
(94131756) 1230 The Bold and the 
Beautiful (T) (2695260) 1230pm Family 
Affairs (r) (T) (8144089) 

1305 News Update (40793535) 135 Sunset 
Beach (T) (3926263) 230 5 s Company. 
Live entertainment shew (8994331) 

330 Stones for Ibarra (1988) starring Glenn 

M Close and Keith Carradine. A made-ior- 
television drama about a successful but 
disBusioned man who persuades his wife 
to leave San Francisco lor his Mexican 
village roots. D'rected by Jack Gould 
(8101973) 

530 5*s Company Late Extra (13389350) 
530Whittle Game show (I) (3381911) 

630100 Per Cent (3388824) 

830 Family Affairs (I) (3379176) 

7.00 Exclusive Stawbusiness news with 
guest presenter Sarah Cox (5960350) 
730 DweOera of the Deep: First Lady of 
Cape Horn Charting Ftebecca 
Ridgeway’s expedition around the Cape 
an a seagoing canoe (T) (3388060) 

830Was It Good for You? Three different 
Cyprus holidays in the resorts of Ayia 
Napa; Limassol and Paphos (5866398) 
8305 News (T) (5965805) 



Michael Keaton opens his heart (9pm) 


9.00 My Life (1993) Michael Keaton and 

m Nicole Kidman lead in a drama about a 
man diagnosed with terminal cancer, 
who decides to make a video about 
himself for his unborn baby. Dkected by 
Bruce Joel Rubin (9351621) 

1130 The Jack Doeherty Show Comedy and 
chat. The guests indude Sinead 
O'Connor (4969805) 

1135 Uve and Dangerous Indudes, at 130, a 
recent Brazilian National football league 
game (75459535) 

435am The Streets of San Francisco Police 

drama series starring Karl Malden (T) 
(7020225) 

530100 Per Cent (2283515) 


SATELLITE AND CABLE 






• For further listings see 
Saturday’s Vision ’ 

SKY 1 ; -A . 

tOOam M«nfng 

(26973) 1000 Another Workl (2S6G9) 11X0 
Days ot CXx Uvbs (96355) 1230 Cprah . 
Winfrey (71283),130pm Gm«0 (80911).' 
2.00 Saiy J assy Ba phad-467911) aOO 
Janny Janas (BT737) 44X1 Op rah W lntey. 
(7H2M)5L£»SurT»fcVfe)OOBr(3S?4)aU» ■’ 
The Lne 6 awwfMwl *30 Moiled. jWh 
Osteen (£808) 7X0 The Stfnpwna ^»S3) 

7 JO Real TV ©35Q) AO0 StitManly .Bwwi 
I17B3T) BJOTha Nanny (000^ ftOOSteteU 
(13076)830 Mad About You (7296Q1000 
ER (19447) Tt4» Slar.TiWc Vbyapar - 
(263981 12J00 Lata ShcwT-wAh Dald. 
Lecerman (71374) IMmti InlhB Heal of * 
rfie Nghi (4811^240 Long Ptay @040677) 

( SKY MOVES SCffiEN I : 

eMm in TWO of a. XZnd (B83f $3X60)* 
7ao FM P977) (W07S7SB 9AS \Daw 
Route f19£8J 110734283) IIJMTbaDoB- . 
ntear (t983) (37783G08) 1£QpmTlK»or 
a KM (1903) 135027) 3M LMa Big 
Lbmh (1994) (96404) &00 IMJlBlBi 
Run (1998) (4S447) 7.00 Sod oT tha 
QaBW (19BB) (16282) 94» Mne Vootba 
(1995) (24379) 1130I WMre rlV(«99) 
i47114) 1Z30am Op o nU naowa Oombua 
Hon (1990) (153138) 2-10 MrftfEpo 
Four (199^ (472 157)4 50 OHrarntefor 
Lore (1989) (63527732) 

SKY MOVIES SCREEN 2 

SJ»mi Creek tip (1948) (71069) &00 
The Amcdng terete (1996) 

(TSflCS) MU» Wkfco 14> rmd Dream 

(1940) (94114) 1Z00 Tire Bank* o( 

The Music Man! >1982) (ZOW) *M 
Tfrm Warrior: EeS> fro® TOWBon BC 
(1998) (63®) &00 lire Araadrig hnria 
2S^ J «5H^SS1T4) BAG • 

Payire (1895Ml8350i mpatha tteuM 
Susoocte (1986) {34019511 JO Bocfjr ol r 
8 (IMS) (989008) USan »M 
Uko Ui (1*95) (MM08JM81 Tire. 
Heartbreak Kid (1993) (3M7ST)VIOTI- 
OteCwteaSy Shop (1964)0456226) 

SKY MOWES GOLD ■ _ 

4.00pm TTre feaw'* Erifla ft 8 * } 
(6434060) 830 Whrfa Rany Own*? . 

Bern m Ore Poor* oT Ally 11988) • 


(71804076) 1238am Sonreooote Wtedi 
Orer Ma (W7K870043Q 2.1S Fond®* 
CorreapendHI (1940) (21Z041T 4.15 
Tba Long WWkHuma (1909) (9679491) 

- TWT 

aoopm Waver ftegalDWI) (88045882) 
11J» Al ai SmI (196^. 04050840) 

.1 JOaim W al c o m a-te HardThnaa (1967) 
(04C1B8S4) 3JXJ Ihe Fonnute ft«X$ 
pl563083) SOOGosa -•-;** 

SKY SPORTS 1 - 

TJXtma Span Catre (48S34) 7JO Wtea- 
ffing (80853) BJO Spore?Canto (88824) 
9.00 Racaig Nan* (58T7B) a30 Aarattca 
(95466) 10J0 Sporta Ur*rtlBrf (SB5E5 
' 11JOO POol (43080) liOO Aerobics (62840) 
-Vtaopm &* Auatrafen open (B4B4Ci) ; . 
’ 2JW FutbcA Mundte (8800) SM Hebei 
‘ScxxOk (3S911) «AO Otefom. PowtxMis 
;P2B9 MO VMm (8466) SM WresOng 
(1006) 6JJ0 - Spore-Cenre (8331) 6J0 
' Laague Reutew (3911) TJK Rngriria 
(41OB0) SJOSpartsb P>lmeraU Ba)Bia24) 
HUM Spore Centra (706K0 1030 08- 
tora Powboato (56098) TUN'floor 
(57282) ISjOO Spare Cento (87374) 

. 1230am T%flby CU> (2891S) 2.00 HnQh 
. afcfe (310091 Spanuh FHnera Uga 
(758ffi)5J» Spore Canto (28200) _• 

SKY SPORTS 2 . f . 


7 jxton Aerodca 

cme 


730 Sports. 
News 


114) 12J30pn Ofebore Pbaer 1 
boate (9962373) 1.00 WTA Kraritfn Cup 
(4871663 -400 Squfiah [712*34) 4 AO 
SpoflTUrtfitad [714BBB0) SM FutW 
HunriU £2156843) 530 League Rbvbw 
■ (9489483 aLOOPowertXJai and JetsWWortt 
(B4BSM 830 WhdsurttiB (9468350) 7M 
•Spore Caree (9145379) 7JO The fejgby 
Cub (8533756) 9UOO Cnckec AussaDa v. 
few Zeteud. 0013534) TIJO Powrtort 
and JefiM World (714839ffl.il JO Leaps 
-flavlew (4949060) 1Z00 Ottflt Astofe v 
-few Zmfend—Lire (B4S6138) 200am 
Sports Certrt (2887931). 230 Cttcw- 
UV9 (BftlStffl • - •• • 

SKYSPORTS 3 . ‘ _ 

-lajOfxn C**at.lS7888B40) 230 W 

rate p0a6B37B) 230 GoWw^dMcg 

P£^3^MttwJid3Uifiriff WfcfW Tour 
S034333D 530 Pool 055W*ffl MOW 

arvdWcra ^5639718) 7JO Tight 


BJO QOt. Audrafen Open 
379) 10L00 Bobby Charton’a Foot- 
. bal Scrapbook (15595244) 1130 dose 

EUBOSPORT _ 

rjOtoi CrDS^CexjnoySWrta (B2S35) 9 JJO 
SvdboaOkig (44244) 930 Skysufee 
(80534) 10.00 NASCAR (41021) 1130 
toamattonal Mcworsport Madera (81485) 
TSLOO World Cup Legends 15063S) 130pm 
Hami Ironman (32973) 130 Adrenura 
(83821) 230 Sure® BOBS) 230 IrHJna 
StoUng (338S) 330 JfrGwm P7i731 *30 
Ofrreac Gamas Magazine (7350] 430 
Matos Megaane (41553) 530 Wore Cue 
Dream Team (7114) 630 Stoig (50599) 
730 X-Games (76756) 830 Aarobfcs 
(5217 Bl SLOO U& A Cup (SS2B3) 1130 
Sakxi (40843) 1130 Dotamtenman 

{303S(91230toi Qose 
UK GOLD 

730am WorzaT Gummidge $090981] 735 
Netotta/s (8981114) &00 Ooswoare 
(37366CS) 835 EastEndam (1130079) 930 
The BB (B673488) 930 Howards' Way 
' (0603824) 10S0 BtSSS TWs House 
(882828Q 1030 The SJtwns (8682350) 
1130 Bom (487275691230 Qossraads 
(1444428?) 1239pm Ne«Hxur& 

’ (14454680) 1235 EaSEndere (170637ffl 
:■130 HH3»« (3070114) 2.10 No Ptace-Uke 
Home (7526468) 230 Laa of ihe Summer 
Who (2282TOB) 330 The Bfl (7586602) 
430 Jute* Bare (78548447) 5.06 EasS- 
Endere (B3SS77ffl 530 Bob's ft £ House 
(7903386) 635 Thafs 9o*OuslnesS 
(6820602) 730 test d ife Simmer Wine 
(4277195) 738 No Place tea Home 
@744274) 820 CU*. Snth (1488488) 
930 Ihe Bfl (1 373331)-9 30 Taggart 
Doude Jeopaofr &2S2737) 11.10 Man 
from Ante (1833824)1130 The Jack Dee 
Show S0852441 1238am F4it Ifeadar 
So Sareet (199^ (5025515) 230 Mtare 
vice (14S2312) 230 SMpprtB P458*Gffl 
GRANADA PLUS _ 

630am The Bek (2710878) 730 Corona¬ 
tion 9 (B921805) 730 Famfes (8833640) 
630SM Dae (9948282) 930 Uprafe; 
Doenstes (3838447) 1030 The Prates- 
donaia (8S®B£4) «30 Mart B Hart 
(B6IB060) 1230 Cororwtan 9 (3513486) 
1230pm Fomtefi (246848^ 130 Bind 
. D^fe45684Q» 230 Upketo. Drmnaato 
(3022640) 330 Oraroa P2K178) 430 
Tha Professionals-(9207911) S.00 Hewai 
FIv&O (111Z869) 830 FamOK (2049S1TJ 
630 Coranalun S (2230263) 730 Bfind 



Vietnam vets WIBm Dafoe and Tom Crube (Movies Gold, 10pm) 


Dam (7W1060T 830Hater Han (7827008) 
930 Corena&on S (9203195) 930 Hale 
ati Pace (2448621) 1030 HouaA RreO 
<7800331) 1130 C3o» 

CARLTON SELECT (cable) 

1 Hey Dad 

3 630 Btockbusw* (55663^6) 
630 A Country Practice (55637350) 730 
My Tw Wires 00377027} 730HMattB SO- 
angers (55683534) 830 - Dee montfs 
(33353447) 830Lie Ate Sift (30365392) 
930 Scon (B903B3311 1030 Detentem 
(89049718) 1130 SI Etemtoe (B400764ffl 
1230 Us and Them (1S8S96) T2 . Ttfeff i 
Tate id ttie UnmpeciEd (34347157) 

DISNEY CHANNEL 

830— 1 Dumbo 630 Umbrala Tree 730 
Madtift. Tha Senes730 Quack Pack 830 
Dtasara 030Bonkers930Gumna Bams 
930 Gfoundfeg hterah Small Saras 
1030 Sesame a 1130 Write V* ftxti 
11.15 Rmis and Jhn TUSSng Me aSory 
1230 Tcb TV I9a0pm Dtanay Shorit 
1236 Big Garage 1838 Winnie .me Pooh 
130 Sesame St 2.00 Ammhg Anlmalt 
230 Gterm BBart 100 Trie Eon 330 
Qool Troop 430 Tknm are Puitiaa 438 
Aladdn: The Senes 530 Stagcyies 530 


Dnosaurs SM Blossom 630 Boy Users 
Wore 730 Home htoovemert 730 
Wonder Yeas 800 FILM: Big Foot 930 
Home knpnemera 1030 Close 

FOX KIDS NETWORK 

830—1 Deny 630 BOy the Ca! 730 Pico- 
csrto 730 Poorer Rangers Zeo 800 
Beetleborgs 830 Masked Rrdec930Mage 
Bar 930 Ducfiey me Dragon 1030 
hsoeavGaaga1030Samurai Pizza Cate 
1130 SwKiVrifeyttgb 1230 Act VErtura 
1230pm Casper 130 The Tick 130 Iran 
Men 230 Farms— Hu 230 Power 
Ranger; Zeo 330 Bes8ebc*s& »o 
Masked Rider 430 Ace Vbram.430 
Cesper 530 The Hr* S30 X Men MO 
SpUaman 630 Street Vasey Htfr 

TCC _ 

600am Happdy Ever Atksr 830 Bobby's 
Vfcrtl730 Sf*ou 730 Dent* Ihe Menace 
630 Batman BOO Bets Master 930 Art 
A&eek 930 Satfinnrm Jm 1030 Gme- 
dela Hi^r 1030 Flesh Gonton 1130 tzno- 
goud 1130 Ggartor 1260 GraredalB rt£rt 
1230pm Btfe Haste 130 Batman 130 
Eric 230 Sprou 230 Flash Gordon 330 
Sonic330 Earthworm Jm430 Denno me 
Menace 430Art Mack S30 Ctese 


CARTOON NETWORK 

AS vow tevourrta canoons broedcasi turn 
530—1 to 930pm, emon days avraek. 

NICKELODEON _ 

630am KHar Tomatoes B30 AaahN Real 
Monsuss 730 Hey Amekfi 730 Rugran 
830 Doug 830 Newr—dng Srary 930 
CB8C1030 Wimao's House 1030 Brtier 
1130 Magic School Bus 1130 Bananas in 
Pyjwnes 1230 Padc—gton Saar etc 
1230pm Little Red Tractor etc 130 Dr 
Saux 130 Lillie Beer Stories 230 AnimBl 
Show 230 C88C 330 RodaVDoug 430 
Angry Beereis 430 fagraB 630 S«swr 
Ssler 530 Kenan and Kei630 Sabrina the 
Teenage Wtch 630 Moesha730 Owe 

TROUBLE _ 

1230pm Swan's Crossing 1230 Reedy or 
Not 130 Madison 130 CeMorrw Owns 
230 Sawed by ihe Bofi 230 Swan's 
Crossing3306330Ready or NW 430 
Saved by 7 b Bet 430 USA High 5J» 
H a ngnm e 530 CaSotna Dreams 630 On 
the Make 6.16 Teenage Urban Advertisers 
630 Macfeon 730 Hangtnre 730 USA 
Hgh 630 Close 

CHALLENGE TV _ 

530pm Cross Wks530Soy tre Word S30 
F&rfy Fortunes 630 Ceichphrase 7.18 
The £64,000 Question 930 SpU Second 
830 More on Up 9.16 Winner Tata* At 
10.00 Traesve Hunt 11.15 WWflte 1230 
Soy the Wad 1230am Hertto H— 130 
Tte Big V^ey 230 Bfl Brother Jete 330 
Boogto Otner 330Where l lire 430 Jeux 
Sana Frarean530 Scnenshcp 

BRAVO _ 

830pm The 4-Tesm (6010089) 930 Tou 
ol Duty (6023553) 1030 Red Shoe Dtees 
(0409114) lore HLK Day of the Dead 
(1985) (4018756) 1245am Tow ol Duly 
(4735454} *45 ftsd Shoe Dtanes (5018490) 
230 nut Day Of Ota Daad (188S) 
(4634480) 430 The H —d (68471 Iffl 530 
The A-Teem [0933225) 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

730pm G race Under Fie (3909) 730 
Roseenne (7737) 830 Elen (9027) 830 
Cytti 18534) 930 Cheers (444805) 935 
Dopprioanger (1310699 930 Tod (77060) 
1030 Raster (61911) 1030 The Kenny 
Eierso Shorn (47331) 1130 festival Ol Fun 
(483H4) 1135 DopRetganger (386485) 


1130 Elen (2B282) 1230 Roranne 
(85916) 1230am fegteand (79667 ) 130 
Soap (2B383) 130 Tan (677711) 230 
FaswaJ at Furr (72845) 230 Grace Under 
Fhe (B448W 330 Frauer (48157) 330 The 
Kenny Evered Show (75733) 430 Dose 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

830pm Strings 14199379) 930 Mm 
Headroom (10577250) 10.15 The MaUng ot 
the Ridas: Temamor B — 30 (7268244) 
lore The Making 01 Aiarr Hesurrecmn 
(4271176) 1130 Friday ihe 13th (24033791 
1230 SgttirQS (B248022) 13(toa The 
Tutighi Zone (6230732) 130 Tales ol ihe 
Unexpeaed (8277472) 230 Dark Shadow 
(1621664) 230 New Aflrad Hschcor* 

(1640799) 330 Friday the 13th (734S003) 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

930am Joy of Painthig (0671006) 930 
Garden Club (9601466) 1030 Great Gar¬ 
dening Plot (5826824) 1030 Hew Yankee 
Wortshop (8660992) 1130 Rax Hurt 
(1391737) 1130 Homedme (1392466) 

1230 Wheel Nuts (8651244) 1230pm Thl* 

Old House (96052821130 Yen Can Cook 
(4874114) 130 Domg (I Up {9604553} 230 
Fumnure Guys (8841621) 230 Room tot 
imptowmera (7512027) 330 Two’s Goun- 
ny (6860756) 230 Home Again (7584244) 

DISCOVERY _ 

430pm Dtcemen (7503373) 430 Road¬ 
show (7992263) 530 Treasure Hunters 
(6832973) 530 Beyond 2000 (7516843) 

6.00 Tertoso and Tulle (9680973) 730 
Uyaoious Urwerae (6852737) 730 Ofeas- 
ter (7589992) 830 Skyaerapei a Sea 
(6016263) 930 Top Marques (13719731 
930 Wonders d Weriha (966271611030 
Test Plats (6039114) 1130 Medical Detec¬ 
tives (1383718) 1130 Uedcri Detectors 
(6822008) 1230 Btgttline 13449393) 

1230am Roadshow (5112887) 130 
□sestor (6862428) 130 Beyond 2000 
(254348ty2J»ac« 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

730pm wad ftsty (79022B2) 730 Soerd> 
mg lor th e ETb (5638060) 830 Tlgert ot the 
Snow (3289006) 930 Reun to Everest 
(3269244) 1030 Treasures tom the Pest 
(3282331) 1130 African Wldfe (4815263) 

1230 WBd lbriy (3047409) 1230am 
Searching to ihe ETe (8127870) 130 Ctoee 

TRAVEL (cable) _ 

1230pm Travel Live 130 No Tmdre' Tha vfetoo hft» ehannri 


HoRday 130 On the Road to ma trends 
230 Worldwide Guide 230 Ftoyd on Italy 
330 Ocean World 330 tonocert Abroad 
430 Reel World 430 Aspecas ot Lie 630 
Gong Places 630 Raitnay Adventures 
Across Europe630Dorranka's Planet 730 
Travel Live 830 Ones of ihe Wtaw 830 
People and Places d A/nca 930 Swiss 
Radway Journeys 1030 Patofndera 1030 
Aspects of Lite 1130 Ridge Refers 1130 
Sports Satans 1230 Close 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

430pm D-Oay: Tha Total Story (7148669) 
530 Modem Maveb (2137350) 830 
Arden) Mysteries- Dragons (4037422) 730 
Btogiaptiy Maa Hart (2034027) 830 Ctose 

CARLTON FOOD fcable) 

1230pm Food Network Dally1230 French 
Lunch 130 Food tor Thought 130 ideal 
Home Cooks 230 Mnduta's tofcan Kitchen 
230 freed Network liti/100 Tha RrrJfiu- 
rant Show330Graham Kan's Klichan 430 
From the Ground Up 430 Ross's Foreign 
Asslyvnert &30 Close 

LIVING _ 

830—1Dny Living 9301 Dream ol Jearmie 
930 The Gordon EhcC Show 10-10 Jerry 
Springer 1130 Thn Young and toe Restless 
1130 areokstde 1220pm Why MS? 1.00 
Ten-peso 130 Ready. Steady. Cook 230 
Cheap Chic 330 Uve a! Three 435 Jerry 
Sprnger 530 Rotonda 530 Lucky tedders 
630 Ready, Steady. Cock 7M Hearts Afre 
730 Mysteries, Mage and Mtocfes 8.00 
Adrenalin Jtniues 030Ha«a Ip 1130 Tha 
Sec FIBS M230Cta* 


ZEE TV 


630—1 Dhoop Chetxi 730 Jaagran 730 
Ostese 830 Buiraw and Muse 830 
ftaahri 930 Cher Rmta 930 A— Ki 
Farrraish 1030 Kachey Dhagfiy 1130 Pot 
Luck 1130 Mast Mast Ha Zmdag, 1230 
Dasiaan 1230pm Raahat 130 HU* 330 
Moods Mriody 430Top 10530Zone 530 
to a idly 630 Huni Paandi 630 ZEE and 
You 730 Panchsyto 730 Onemajc 830 
Nate 830 Andaz 930 Ba Ban Jay© 930 
Haanlrifl 1030 Btoni TV 1030 Men Mara 
ILflOShofcjrfri Stair 1139 Anaanaf 

MTV _ 

Tha 24 hour m—le chaniMl 
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REAL TENNIS 42 


Bray takes on 
world after 
British Open triumph 



GOLF 45 

Which aces have 
emerged from 
the card school?. 
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England make five changes 


Bentley wings 
back to face 
South Africa 


By David Hands, rugby correspondent 


1W? 


SHOWTNG a dash of the 
unexpected — which is. after 
all. what Clive Woodward 
seeks from his players — 
England announced a team 
yesterday whose four changes 
of personnel Include John 
Bentley. Thus Bentley, one of 
rhe folk heroes of the British 
Isles tour to South Africa last 
summer, will make his first 
home international appear¬ 
ance at Twickenham on Satur¬ 
day against the Springboks. 

A South Africa team, more¬ 
over, which includes James 
Small, with whom Bentley 
tangled during the Lions’ 
game with Western Province 
in Cape Town last May. 
Accusations of eye-gouging 
were made, and denied, but 
there is no doubt that these 
two remain among the fierier 
wings in the international 
game, the main difference 
being that no-one has made 
more appearances for his 
country than Small, with 45, 
while Bentley is winning only 
his fourth cap after a long 
career in rugby league. 

Bentley, who won his first 
two caps in 198S in Dublin and 
Brisbane, takes the place of 
Adedayo Adebayo, the one 
player to be dropped from the 
XV that performed with credit 
during the 25-8 defeat against 
New Zealand at Old Trafford 
last Saturday. Danny 
Grewcock. the Saracens lock, 
takes the place of Martin 
Johnson, who is suspended, 
and wins his second cap; Matt 
Dawson, at scrum half, and 
Neil Back, a flanker, win 
selection because Kyran 
Bracken and Tony Diprose 
suffered shoulder injuries dur¬ 
ing a hectic England training 
session on Tuesday afternoon. 
There may be a further change 
if Phil de Glanville fads to 
recover from an ankle liga¬ 
ment injury sustained during 
the same session. 

If he is forced to withdraw. 


the Bath centre's place will go 
to Nick Greenstoc k . of Wasps 
but. though change has been 
inflicted upon him to a 
marked extent. Woodward is 
not unhappy at bringing in 
fresh blood during England's 
gruelling series of four inter¬ 
nationals on successive week¬ 
ends. It was always the coach’s 
intention to give Dawson an 
outing and he would have 
considered Tim Rodber for the 
back row had the Northamp¬ 
ton captain not suffered con¬ 
cussion during an excellent 
display against die New Zea¬ 
landers in Bristol on Tuesday. 

Rodber led an English Rug¬ 
by Partnership XV in a 


ENGLAND 


M B Perry (Bath): J Bentley 
(Newcastle). W J H Greenwood 
(Leicester). P R de Gfenvffe (Bath). D 
Rees (Sale): M JCatt (Bath). M J S 
Dawson (Northampton); J Leonard 
(Harlequins). R Cocked (Laceserj, D 
J Garforih (Leicester). D J Gr e wcock 
(Saracens), G S Archer (Newcastle), L 
B N DaUagfio (Wasps, captain). N A 
Back (Leicester). R A H&(Sarac8ns) 
Replacement ! : P J Grayson (North¬ 
ampton). A S Healey (Leicester). C M A 
Stwasby (Wasps), A N Other. G C 
Rowntree (Leicester), M P Regan 
(Bath) 


rousing display at Ashton 
Gate, but could remember 
little of the 18-11 defeat and 
must rest for the mandatory 
three weeks. So. the back row 
will feature Richard Hill, at 
No 8, with Back at open-side 
and Lawrence Dallaglio. the 
captain, at blind-side flanker, 
though it is possible that he 
may move to No 8 at scrums in 
certain parts of the field. 

It is a back row with 
considerable pace, though 
Dawson will have to work 
hard to establish a good 
relationship with HIE, who 
has not played at No 8 for 
three seasons. Dawson, who 
has recently been resting an 
ankle injury, was probably the 
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No 1262 

ACROSS 


[ 

TOWN 

] One vowing chastity (8) 

5 Complacent (4) 


1 Veg, a brassies (7) 

2 Noosed rope (5) 

S Otto—.theIronChancdkn 
(8) 


3 Scene of noisy chaos (4-6) 

4 Equipment: challenge for 


9 Extent: district (4) 

11 Forward: over length of (5) 

12 Dictionary; word list (7) 

13 Earnestly enjoin (6) 

15 Right of approach (6) 

IS Level upland (7) 

[9 Insecure: some mountains 
<5) 

21 Boat track: funeral party (4) 

22 (Trial) closed to public (2,6) 

23 Skating arena (4) 

24 Automatic (reaction) (4-4) 


ball (6) 

6 Inexplicable wonder (7) 

7 Fibre direction in wood (5) 
10 Make (pain) more intense 

( 10 ) 

14 Listen (archaic} (7) 

16 Shelley's bliihe Spirit (7) 

17 Betray (to police): go to bed 

M 

18 Strength: authority (5) 

20 Railway town; sounds tike 
workforce (5) 


SOLUTION TO NO 1261 

ACROSS: I Bolshevik 6 Tow 8Lautnec 9 Nerve 
10 Fohn 11 Junk mail 13 Linger 14 Angled 17 Lost soul 
ISSnub ZOGroom 21 Prowess 22Yak 23 Notoriety 
DOWN: I Baleful 2 Laughing suck 3 Hurl 4 Vacuum 
5 King Kong 6 Turn a Hind eye 7 Wheel 12 Welshman 
15 Debussy 16 Puppet 17 Leggy 19 Boor 


THEsSMsTIMES BOOKSHOP 


CROSSWORD ENTHUSIASTS - SPECIAL OFFER: 

» TlmCT rata? far lire E4 (RHP E4.W 

SnSSSun f - £1W|. Hr Tima Cmsrronl* 

“J Tbn« Compiler Cmswmdi m mav aiw be 


unlucldest of players not to be 
selected far die game with 
Australia two weeks ago. los¬ 
ing out as much as anything to 
the Saracens combination of 
Diprose, Hfli and Bracken. 

He also has the advantage 
of having turned himself into 
a reputable goalkicker. while 
Paul Grayson, his dub col¬ 
league, has been recovering 
from a pelvic injury. Kicking 
goals at Franklins Gardens is 
one thing, kicking them in 
front of 73,000 spectators at 
Twickenham is another. After 
Mike Can's failure in that 
department at Old TraffbrtL 
England will name their 
front-line kicker today. 

Adebayo must be regarded 
as unfortunate to lose his place 
to Bentley, whose indusion 
means that David Rees will 
switch to the left wing, his 
preferred side Bentley strug¬ 
gled, along with most of his 
team-mates when Emerging 
England lost 59-22 to the New 
Zealanders at Huddersfield, 
but was far more assertive at 
Ashton Gate. 

He has had little first-team 
rugby with Newcastle of late, 
though, and this is what he 
craves. “1 have had discus¬ 
sions with Newcastle about 
my future and that’s between 
me and them. 7 ’he said. “I need 
to play first-team football, 
wherever I am playing. New¬ 
castle will put out their stran¬ 
gest XV for the Premiership 
game with Gloucester on De¬ 
cember 14 and if I’m not in. 
then I’ll have to go elsewhere. 

“As far as James Small is 
concerned, I was disappointed 
with the incident in Cape 
Town [when Small accused 
him of gouging and refused to 
shake hands at the end of the 
game] but we shook hands on 
it later and the matter was 
closed. He’S a fantastic player, 
but it may be easier to play 
against him than it was 
against Jonah Lomu." 

The South Africa wing, 
hearing England's team selec¬ 
tion. shrugged his shoulders: 
“I’m not concerned with who 
is playing against me." he 
said. “I just want to play well 
for South Africa.” 
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Adam HoQioake, England captain in Sharjah, is packed and raring to go 


Ferguson exudes confidence as 
quarter-finals beckon United 


By Oliver Holt 

FOOTBALL CORRESPONDENT 

ALEX FERGUSON. the 
Manchester United manager, 
was making an expansive 
gesture with the sweep of his 
left hand when ft brushed 
against one of die packed 
array of tape recorders lying 
on the desk in front of him. It 
fell against another and set off 
a chain reaction of toppling 
machines. “The dominoes are 
going down," Ferguson said 
with a smile. 

If his Manchester United 
team can knock one more 
down tonight at Old TraSbrd 
and add a second Champions’ 
League victory over Kosice to 
the others they have recorded 

over Feyenoord and Juventus, 
they will be through to the 
quarter-finals stage of die 
European Cup without need¬ 
ing to gain even a print from 
their last match of this phase 
in Turin in a fortnight 

As Denis Irwin publicly 
forgave Paul Bosvelt for his 
tackle in Rotterdam a fort¬ 
night ago, so Ferguson exuded 
the quiet confidence and bon¬ 
homie that are becoming a 
feature of these pre-Champi¬ 
ons' League press conferences. 
He perused each of the other 
fire groups as he talked, 
analysing which ones might 
provide a best runner-up. For 
once; the United manager was 
able to distance himself from 
the desperate scuffling going 
on among many of his rivals, 
secure in the knowledge that 
United hold their destiny in 
their own hands. 

The odd Bosvelt tackle and 
Alessandro del Piero early 
goal apart, the progress of 
United in the competition tins 
year has been serene and 
Ferguson took a degree of 
delight in contemplating the 




1_ TELEVISION: Uv cow 

ordeals awaiting others of the 
European elite. Bayern Mu¬ 
nich’s trip to Besdktas last 
night caused him particular 
amusement. “That could be 
another nice quiet night in 
Turkey," he said. 


GROUP B 


p w b l F a Ps 
ManlM . 4 4 0 0 11 4 12 

■Jiswti 4 3 C 1 11 6 9 

■Fercracr:. _ 4 i o 3 5 10 3 

FCKos*»_ .4 0 0 4 2 9 0 

• nor mewtfng test rngM's m§eh 


Of the other teams, he said 
he had been mast impressed 
with the performances of Real 
Madrid. He felt sure that both 
United and Juventus would 
qualify for the quarter-finals 
from group B, although such 
is the turnaround in the 
fortunes of these two that a 
United win in the Stadio ddle 
Alpi might end the interest of 
last year’s beaten finalists in 
the competition. 

Above all, Ferguson insisted 
that United would concentrate 
on their own game and try to 
play the highHterapo, pressing 
football that has left them as 
the only dub in the competi¬ 
tion with a 100 per cent record. 
So wrapped up in his own 
team was he, in fact, that at 
me point he started talking 
about "tomor r ow nighrs 
game against Sparta Prague". 

$o irrisistible have Vr&ted 
been in recent matches. 


af oo ITV, from 7,30pm ;• j 

though, that it hardly seems to 
matter who their opponents 
are. They have scored 23 goals 
in their past five, games, the 
last bang Saturdays 5-2 vic¬ 
tory over Wimbledon at 
Sdhurst Park, a run that has 
taken them dear of all chal¬ 
lengers in the FA Carling 
Premiership. 

Ferguson reserved special 
praise yesterday for Paul 
Scholes and the way that fee' 
red-haired midfield player 
and Nicky Butt have com¬ 
bined to fill the gap caused by 
the injury to Roy Keane, the 
Ireland midfield man who 
Ferguson admitted yesterday 
might be back in football by 
the end of this season after 
surgery to repair cruciate liga¬ 
ment damage. 

Scholes,. who wiD partner 



Butt tonight, with Ronnie 
Johnsen Seely to displace 
Gary Paltister in defence, has 
quickly become a pivotal part 
of one of the youngest sides.in 
die co mp etition, one that Fer¬ 
guson feels is now eminently 
equipped to win the trophy 
flat has become his obsession., 

"Scholes is nor fazed by 
anything," Ferguson said. "It 
does not matter to him what 
sort of game he is playing in. 
On Saturday, we started him 
off playing deep and his 
distribution was marvellous. 
Whm we moved him forward, 
he adapted straight away. He 
was easily our best player. 
Who will take any penalties 
tomorrow night? Scholes 
could take them, I suppose. 

"The way this team is play¬ 
ing, thqr are that much better' 
equipped to win the competi¬ 
tion than last year. I have said 
all the way through that we 
must score in every game and 
we are doing that Just think of 
the Dortmund game here last 
season. My players must have 
been kicking themselves that 
night They must have been 
lying in their beds twisting in 
pain over what happened — 
wdl. ai least I hope they were, 
because it served them, right.. 

"Our gamepfan will stay 
the same, just the way we have 
been playing in the league. We 
will by to ppertfe at a very 


Ferguson: analysis 


for us to go in’this game- We 
will have to be aware of the 
counter-attack md of . what 
happened to 4is against 
Fenerbah^e last season, when 
we relaxed the pare. That will 
not happen again." 

MANCHESTER UWIBJ fMf P 
Setmtehel — O HmSo. R Jotraan. H 
Bara. P NMIe — D BecWsn. N BuD. P 
Sehotes. R Gkjfs —€ Sholiflhsrn, ACdta. 
PC KOacep&Z): L Makar—A Tat*.I ■ 
Km*. R Orurfc — M Sptar. M Safe V 
Zara U6a*navt.RKra)—RSemankJ- 
Kazhi. 

(l ate re a: A Cakat (Tuftey). . 









sets out 
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By Alan Lee, oocket correspondent 


THE ENGLAND cricketed 
having had “asiritabie time, 
at home, a chance to paint 
the garage door", as David 
Lloyd, their coach, observed 
yesterday, must now shelve 
' domestic chores Indefinitely, 
forvthe national team.. Is 
about to embark' on an 
intimidating 14-month pro? 
g j a mm e containing virtually 
no break. • 

, On Monday, Lloyd takes* 
14-man party to Pakistan and 
Sharjah. After a Christmas 
recess, the principal winter 
tour to West Indies will run 
from January 3 until the 1998 
domestic season is under¬ 
way. Visits try Sooth Africa 
and Sri Lanka, during next 
summer' will be .followed 
almost immediately by an 
Ashes tour of Australia. ... 

It is. a demanding under- 
. takin g, an itinerary that 
might have been designed to 
p rom ote the early burnout of 
leading players. Lloyd is not 
blind to the perils but.nor is 
he in aweofthem. “We don’t 
fear.what is in front of us." he 
. said, "but we..are aware of 
the questions to beasked. 

“We will probably need a 
good number of players 
through tills period and we 
w3L need to plan carefully. I 
don’t believe we are bring 
asked to play- too many Test 
matches, in fact 1 think the 
programme just, keeps us 
tidong over. Our problem, 
which fa wefl documented, 
concerns the domestic scene. 
To maintain our players at 
their peak, I hope the coun¬ 
ties will' keep playing ball 
with us if we need to rest 
them and keep them fresh." 

This tirinlyveiletf warning 
is a precursor of an inevita¬ 
blyrecurring theme. Until 
England follow ifae lead of 
Australia and South Africa 
by centrally employing their 
seniqr pfayers. the. dub and 
counfry conflict will neverbe 
satisfactorily resolved. Even 
the most hidebound county 
traditionalist need only 
glance at the impending 
workload to acknowledge 
that England players can no 
longer be expected to play a 
full part at domestic leveL 
. The tux> .months sincefce 
home season ended have 
beat far from idle. Each. 
member of England’s tour 
^parties has had an individ¬ 
ual fitness programme and, 
in recent weeks, the squads 


. have spent several (fays in 
the stafoof-fee-art Indoor 
nets at Old Trafford, a £1 
' millio n complex in which 
fast bowlers can take their 
fidl’nm-ups while wicket¬ 
keepers and slips stand back 
the required distance. 

"It fa a fadfity which fa as 
■ good as aqy m the wtid." 
Lloyd said after yesterday’s 
final practice session. "We 
have prepared as well as we 
can m an English winter and 
* we are ready for the chal¬ 
lenges ahead. Our targets are 
well identified. In one-day 
cricket, all roads lead to fee 
1999 World Cup, while in 
Test cricket it is simply to 
win series on a consistent 
basis." 

Lloyd flies out to Rawal¬ 
pindi today to assess the 
' West Indies in fee second 
Ttisl against Pakistan. He 
will join his one-day party in 


DETAILS 


B4GLAND SQUAD (to Pakistan and 
Stnfahj; A J Hofioake (Surrey, 
captain), A D Brawn (Surrey), D R. 
Brawn' (Warwickshire). RDB Croft 
(Glamorgan), MAEwnrn (Kart), MV 
Herring (Kent), A F Giles (Wavriek- 
shM. 0 W Headley (Kart). G A Hick 
(Worcestershire). B C HoOoake 
(Surey). N V Knight (Warwickshire], P 
J Martin (Lancashire). A J Stewart 
(Surey), G P Thorpe (Surrey). 
SHARJAH mNERARV: Dec 11: 
vhdta. Dec 13: v West Indies. Dec 15: 
v Pakistan. Dec 19: Final (it 
app&cabie). 


Lahore next week for prac¬ 
tice games prior to the four- 
nation Shaijah tournament. 

It fa. a specialist limited- 
overs team, England having 
belatedly embraced the need 
for a distinctly separate ap¬ 
proach, and.it has a new 
captain in AdamHollioake. 

Michael Atherton was un¬ 
available for this trip and 
speculation will continue 
OV^wtjefljer he wQl lead fee 
team In fee one-day section 
of fee Caribbean tour, but 
neither man fa keen to sound 
possessive. 

“It fa a massive honour for 
me and I can't wait to start," 
Hollioake slid yesterday. 
“But I am only captain for 
this trie nothing dse. I have 
a lot of farads in fee game 
and one of them is to prove I 
am good enough for fee Test 
side. I don't want to be 
labelled as a one-day player. 
I think 1 have got more to 
offer than that" 
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